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1> R E F A C E 


THOUGH the CharafteJ- of Mn 
Shenstone is .too well known, and 
his Rieputatiori ias a Writer too firmly efta- 
bliflied, to require ariy further commenda- 
tion, yet It may perhaps be expefted that 
ibme apology Ihbuld be made for this Ad- 
ditional Volume of his Works, containing 
Familiar Letters to foihe of hi^ moft in- 
timate Friends* 

To tfaofe who .p4y think iuch an apo- 
logy fequifite, it niig^^ b6 f^ fay, 
that the reception irfilcii the former Vo- 
lunrits have met with, affords thfe ftrOngeft 
feafort to believe that ah addition to them 
would be very acteptable tcJ the Public ; 
iind that the Author*s talent in epifiolary 
Writing appears not to have been inferior to 
that which diftinguilhes his other compo- 

fitiorls* 

a 2 But 


IV 


PRE FA C E, 


BtJT it may be objefted, that, whatever 
their merit may be, iMters, not iatended 
for the Public, ought not to be ptiblifhed ; 
and that an aft of this kind is a violation of 
private Friendfl>ip* 

Thi* obgedlion, it muft be confefled, car-v 
ries with it fuch an air of delicacy^ that the 
perfons^ here concerned are very wifling to^ 
give it all due attention^ At the fame time 
they cannot but obferve,, that it will not 
hold in all cafes^ and therefore niull un- 
avoidably be fubjedt to fome limitations— 
that thcfe limitations muft vary, as the cir- 
cumftances of td£t$ happen to varj^-^'and 
that Qot to make proper allowances for fiocb 
circumftances is highly unreafonatikr-^In^ 
}uriou$' to many who have de&fved wdJuof 
th« Public by this very conduft, and detri- 
mentaJ to the interefts of Literature. It 
might perhaps be difficult, and is^ by no 
mewis neceflary, to enumerate thefe feveral 
limitations. It will be fufficient in jchis 
place to fay, that where neither' the repu*. 
^ tation 
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tmoh of the Writer^ aar thaut of any Otlker 
perftiQ, is sojtrrad/ there .the force.. of. tthft 
dfa^eftion evidciiaiy.mafes. And it. n noft 
enbjf bdieved^ od. tha moft mati^ deiibcra-* 
tisdi, that this is the cafe in th« prefcnt io« 
£bm:e^ but tnonsovkr thac thehe ^re pofitiv^ 
gnoA i«a£>ns ^ iit its &vcmr«. ) rcsl()e£i;ing. isl^ 
¥i€li't&e Wnttxfdjdiai^^ber io this jj^ci^^ c^ 
eompofidoo^ ^as Jtbe Jatiafa6kton and enter- 
tittfimtaft $sf tile Rea^. 


II 


1 . 


THXt CDCcmragDifieat wfakb hai .faecit 
ufiiaUj; ghren. to Worka of.jthi^iiiniAure 
aigli£: faao^ tornatake. thefc ofefenfatiofm iirif 
neceflary ! Bui: it wasi not thought itifficiefiC 
barely to ihelter this publication under the 
imS^M of .^h aa ao^ri^ ; a»it is wdl 
hMsai that die w^njEOnnefs. of curbfity HaRf 
foitetmes eiuaoiifEgcd tiefigns by nk^ meam 
jjpftifiaUe^ and it is as; readily acknoiwliodg^ 
eii tbat'jth^ &il|@(v^Ag Letters ave defidexte 
tf^ Jtiat^ particidiars. requifite to excite tkn 
fttfiofityi. faeti^ ndthsr written on. populstf 
^ihjfiQi^Mt: addrsified to perioos of rank 
>. : 3 and 
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^ eminence in the world. They wUliiotH 
hi however- to afford an ^eeabie eoter-^ 
tainiment to fuch as can rdiib an anitnaited 
difplay of the yarious. effi>rt& of a fine Ipa« 
gination for a length of years, wbeiher 
amufing itfelf with rural embeUiflnnqnts^ or 
occupied in • other pleafures of learned le^ 
tirement, and a warm difintereftod fUeind'« 
fhip. Snchare the fubjcifbs of the follows 
ing Letters ! and if any perfon ihoukifliU 
retain a doubt concerning the propriety of 
perpetuatingthem in this manner^ be ihall 
be fiisally refenred to the Writer's own^au*> 
thority, who, in a letter dated Odober' zj^ 
1 754) thu3 ' exprefTes hhnfelf -: 

^^^ I c<m#&ss w ycm that I am c^onfiders- 
^^%\y rtiortified by Mr. 'W— ?s copdutft^ki 
^^ regard to tlorfc Letters_(meaiiiBg his OMrrf 
** k^^et^ncr diat gentkmani's brother) ; and^ 
*^ racber than they fhould have b^i^ia un-^ 
•• neceflarily deftroyed, would have givcii 
^^ mece money than it is albwable fdr me 
'^^ to ment»n with decency, liook tipoii 

' ^ " my 


PREFACE. vii 

^ my Letters as fome of my cbtf*d*auvr€n 
^ md could I be fyppofed to hsw the fm«V 
^^ left pretenfions to jM-opricty of ftyleer feti*- 
^^ tknent^ I ihould imagine it muft ;appear 
^principally in my Letters tq his brother, 
^^ and one or two more friends, I confider 
^ Attn as the records of a friend(bip. ibit 
^^ wiU be always dear to me,* and a9 the 
-^^ hlftory of my mind for tbefc twenty yeais 
'>* paft." . - . r 

t ' • . .IT 

. 'WfiEiv it is coeiidered how feldom io 

valuable a c611e£tion of real correfposkdende 

•4s. to be met with, and how difficult it is '^ 

fupply the wgnt of it by a fictitious qne^ jit 

cannot be doubted that the Public will be 

pI(ra£rdtQ fee the lofs here complaint o^fo 

^well rcpmrcd>and to be furnifl^d with, ftioh 

igCCiuine,QKampks ^ the Author's ftyle.^nd 

. fentioieots,. tG^ether with ap audientic. bA^Qfy 

of his mkd» for lb long a fpace of ttsbi^^: ^ 

'^ To conclude : The talents of this lAn- 
<:thpr, on whatever fiAjed they were excncifed, 
V' *-^ 2 were 
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w^tt fo ohcbunmon, and the fafme oThjn lif- 
-dc F^^fw? ^?r«^, under tii^rcondijujl cf a uifte 
entirely original, was become fo coiifidera4le, 
chat every fpecimcn of * the one, and eveijr 
anecdote nshtive to the impFOvement of the 
other, feemed too^intet^dftingto be buried 
in obUvion^ atleaft, d^y Wey^ thought lb 
b^ thofe tO'^liom rfie g^;*^<^/^ paft o? thts 
'Coile&ioti i&addrefted:— -perfone indeed 
confefledly partial to the Writer's taiept^^ 
and interefted in his commendations; but 
'at the feme time' pcribnjj ndth^r fo regard- 
'kfs of thrii^ Friend^s reputation^ nor their 
own, as to Have hazarded €i Aer, without 
the ftrongcft perfuefion -that their partiaJify 
had not impdfed upOii thlcil? judgettieftt; 
'dnd ;hat it. was no indecent ofteiimftofl ^ 
'them, toy this public aft, to tcftify,'th4t 
they efteemed'it not onkc a^ peculiar felicity 
iftiheirifortunes, but dikewife ibtnc degwte 
of ca-edky^^o iftute ieQfOyed' Ih^j c pkafur^fe of 
fuch a Friendfhip throughout fo confiderable 
*^si period of human li^*- • 

, . .MR. 
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L TVj Mf. jACMi, witS ft Sortg, and the Atitiort 
Sehtihlents en Mufiea^ Compofitioii* 

AS^^v^^. Is jconfiderably more confiifed than 
B&al, b^ rea/ox^ of a, bad cold, I (hall aim no 
bigger in this letter than at hzrc,reaWiw, rciervjbg 
all mf ^sfox a icafon^ wjicn my mind is more in ftaie. 
SMch, I Aopej, will be the time which you fet apart to 
. attend Yher^i;^OTfl^r/4rff» at Birmingham. I thorough- 
Vo L. III. B ly 
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ly dciign to lend an^ e&r to bii performance^ on ccmkK- 
tion he will not refufe one to a propoOd I intend to 

^ make, of having, one day or 6tfccr, a merry ftrain at 
TKc 'hcfip^^^. But if yon have any fmchimrxo ice 
tKeTace"orybur humble Jervant at 6irmlngham^ your 
mofleffeftual way will be to inform him when thefe 
folemn nuptials betwixt Tweedle-dum and Tweedle- 
dee are to be confummate'd. I will, certesy not be 
abfeilt $i xht tSko^lrsg 4t^ the llOciiing^Jan}^ more 
than Parfon Ey^ans in Shakefpear would b<s ^> abfence 
at the graccJ'' I have fent a :fiing, not that I am 
furel hate" not felft it *«fdre j sfelifr that; tf you <&n 
fee any joke ihi^4t contftineth» the fore^^Mentioncd 
gentleman may be affiled to ^r«^liilate it into mafic. 
When I ufe this exprefiion, you will, peradventure, 
lookjiponit gr-my opittitmy^that ifi- iimlfcal comp o * 
^tions found ought as much to anfviref iienie a& one 
language does another, infotftoeft^ that flich and 
.fuch tfaoughts'oiight.tO'btingfnto^r keacGrfud^ and 
fuch foginde, ^nd w^^^t^ . jB^t in cafe there is no 
fenfe, and no thought, the more languages a fentence 
is translated into, the more 'tis 'expofed^ And in 
cafe it be the misfortune of my little . p&ce to.have 
neither, I beg that Nf!r; Marriett mayji^t inform any- 

' body what it fignifiei Tn ttlufic'^ ArafiAhet pioof 
of the- t'dfhfufed ftate df my^intelfefts, yfni Ife, ilmdft 
at tAcvCnd of my -letter, my thanks fti- the packet, 
&c. which tmght to haVe been jpiacefl in the very 
front of it, in ordet to Cxprefs, in fonie degree, the 

. . / ^ ' ^ : fcixfe 
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fenfe I have of your favoucs* I long to fee you.^ ajid 
Aiiit dear Sir, 

aiid faithful ienrattt^ 

S O K G. 

... . fiV. W^R blight OpMU ii««d% t^ gj^cxi 

M ki «U ihft prkk of dr^fe a^d mi^n j,.. 

♦^ i^LVDrie tfhfj^edQQi^r mirth, and pby*... 

« /m^ iofty rml of 'difc day .; . ^ 

- ; *<^-MetM«ka «> »y.eiidi9iitiri.fy4> » . . 

^* TheUIie^.di)ilop»itliei3pfe» die^ . 

' !.' Bol when* difdainiof' art« th« f^ir 
^*ASktu»tjt foft^^pgagingaii:: , 

"** MiUfts thft4ifeaiiig ivora.of May» 

. :;<'. And as.ihfi feather'4 i^grj^lers gj^t 

«* Theijaene t0)proir{(s wher^'e? fhe goes,, 
.. :'; Mo«fti]9«etly f0|iles^j(b^{^nii;.and rofe* 

■r ^^ Qi lorely suttdl ^^qpipbus hear^ 
?*.jKor,tWflk iby^ I>«»pniMio<W* . 
h; *f Pity my wild. 4^1ii^ye flapic i . . 
^^^Of l^o'r the iowef ft am i^ll tb^ &auii 
. . *^ ^0 flUB/j^^ jAt^iih^.or iiiiproye^ . 
f < And timVf tell me that I lov«/* 
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ll To tiie: finie, injin Mtoijier of Fauila* 

« * ' ■ 

^^^lTLT EiI«T and fo I fat me down ii| mf roonit 
^ and was reading ^tf^Zd-Nr— -one nught for* 
AiA this book with feveral pretty decorations, thought 
ItOTBojrMf; «nd thta f began to dkAffk cmti £ox it, 
in pastkular ptaces*^ For infiaacey one, where Pa« 
tac\9^U fovd^d ^o lall ttpon.her kaeetinthe arbor: 
a iecond,- whei« ifaeis.in bed, and Mrs. }ewkci holds 
one hand, and *Mi^ Ik the^oth^ : a thiidy vAtre Pa- 
mela iits^ fewing in the infliiner-honfe^ &^.- > >So I jnft 
Sketched them out, and fent my little hintSp fiich 9S 
they were,io Mif. R-»^-*h.«. As foofi as{ hatf {baled 
my lctt<;r,. in cotees. Mrst^ Araidlld V-4<<r,WfH> Mrs^ 
<« Arnold, fays I, (his Mr* |Ago «ittir tti|[Kes^«*^What 
** can one ^ ? Tm as du)l asa bce^ fot want of 
" company/* ** Sir, fays flie, the htn--» «♦ What 
^ make^ yon otrt of breath ? ISiys I5 Mrs* Arfltld^ 
«* what's the matter?" "Why, Sir, fays ihc, the 
** hen that U fet Ikft-ftbbalh-day'Was-three^iJkr^ks has 
« juft hatched^ end has brought all hSr ^iigp ta 
^ good^" " That's braMt indeed, jfay^ VH f* Ay,* that 
<< it is, ihys fte^fo be^Aid't pleoft Gh-^ sm h^\^'that 
*^ they liyen^ there'U be a glorious f aroel ^f ''em* 

» His houfe-kccpcr, of whom very fefpe6lful mention is 
itade in the courfe of this conrcfpoadeace. 
* - ' ^ ••ShaU 


■4€ 
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^Skall i briag 'em up. for you to fee?" •fays flie^ 
Noy.jdiank ye, Mrs.' Arnoidy'&yslj but aren't. 
ye in fome apprehenfions from the kite, Mrs. 
<* ArnoM?'*-^«*NQ, Sir, fays ihe, I hope there's n* 
•' danger ; I fates pretty good care of 'em.'* •* 1 
" dou't queftion your care, fays 1 1 for you're feldom 
** -jrithout a duck or a chicken about yoii."— ** Poor 
■** prcltfp^etsrsf fays fhe ; Ipok here, Mafter, this has 
^* g^ten a fpetfc of black ''upon ^ct ' tail.*—** Ay,- 
«* I thought yCftiWctrt't' withdbt'one about you, fays 
-^^IW don't think, feys I, Mrs. Arnold, 'b)it-.your 
•* foul was deitgp'4 fcr a- hen^ origipajly/' -** Why^ 
.^ and if I £ad i>eena. hen, fays i)ie, I believe I lhQul(| 
^* have idone sa much for my chickens as yonder 
<* great 'blade-and-^wbite hen does, tho' I fay*t that 
•*• fliouM m)t fay't. feid fltf." Aye, that you would, 
^bought I. ^* WeU, but now when Mr, Jago^remea, 
•**hayc you got e'er a ^Jiicken that's// /a ii//?'* 
^ No, fays ft^, I doubt there is ue'er^a-one.^ 
^i Well, fays I, Mrs. Arnoldi, you and ydUr chicken 
-*' may go dpwn i I am goinjg to write a letter*** So 
I fat down, ^nd wrote thus &r: fcrattle, fcrattle, 
goes the pen "^yirliy liow now? fays I — what's the 
jnatter with the pen ? So I thou^t i would make an 
end of my letter, becauie my pen weut fcrattle, fcrat* 
likf Well, I warrant l fliall have little pleasure 
n^ea ,|^rt. Ji||9. <««r^f I, for I never fixed my heart 
muck opfn ^c^ tbi^g ilt.m][ life, but fome mUfoc* 
me rJiappeMe4 ta balance my pleaftfe.'— After all, 

B 3 , tkought 
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thought I, it muft b« fonife v^ry lU accident that 6\iU 
weighs the pleafure I Ihall take in feeing him. 

Leafowcf, July 2%* W. SreWstokk: 

>< H ..I >:- . m w ^ ll I i HJ ' " i«» " >■ ' ■ II ■!» I i l l I 

iH. To a Friend, too cercmonioufly (l^diQiug tQ 

purch^c a Horfe for hip, 

» 

SIR, 1739. 

I CAN NOT ^void imagining die firllpart of your 
letter was inere raillery, I am fore it gaVe mp 
fi good deal of pleafure (for I can bear Terr well to 
hear my foibles expofed, though not my faults), and 
on that account muft needs' makt graceful 'mention 
of it, I Acknowledge tlie oddnefs ofthe letter whicK 
gccafloned it, and could not expe)5l thatfuch ah il)^ 
formed applicatioh cbuld have produced "an anfwer 
fo very oratorical. In the firft place, - you la^" Open 
theTubje£l, or indeed, what you ca!t the ofilfes in 
which I am pleafed to employ you. ' In the next, 
you alledge your own iriablllly to tenter upon mat* 
iers of fuch great concernment. ' That' this i^ rhe* 
t«rical, nay, pure rhetoric, I gathct fr6m ' th« ^tfx- 
ordium's df all the declamations that' I ever lizard ' in 
my life. *Tis, moreover, not unct^nmon ^th dtf« 
•lalmers to" give fome f^afbnswhy Acy 'ftouli not 
. ^])foluteTy decline the fubjcfl^ though thfsy arc feft- 
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jfiblc of their infufficiency (otherwife they might be 
expend to fit dowiiy and hold their tor^e^J And 
this i« what yoH hare done, by faying that yon ate 
unwiUing ta di^pnt from the world in regard to the 
fubjeAs you are engaged in; that yoi^, therefore, 
chofe to ileer a middle courfe, by that means avoid- 
kg tH^'unpotaiion of ^cAiflnpiiofi «ii the..oiiehand» 
and indilferenct on the othor. When this is done, ' 
3^^^0(1101, gF^kvely upon tina fubjed^ and^.to give h a 
greater perfpiq^ty^ divide i( into two parts. The 
firft part happens to be ** concerning the purchafe of 
*'. oyhorfe." On thisoccafion^ you infocmmdh;.thaC 
r aiti in :a^od county for horfes; 9M 6coAd]y,th«t 
i hay^a. number of acquaintance jOMAii *bpiit ^oe, 
who are rvy well ikilled in the nature of t^e^n . Now 
each pf .tkefe informapo/is fk^ats, at firft figtit, 99 
mean no more than what I Jiave better, opportunities 
of knowing than the perfon who informs me, and, on 
this a^Qunt, to err. in point, of fuperduicy. But, 
upon fecqnd thoughts, they have this force (to fpeak 
like a grammarian) ; gamely, that I am entirely 
negligent of my own affairs ; and, fecondly^ that I 
care not whom I give trouble to, if I can bat avoid 
it myfclf ; fo that the fentenccs have i^ally a beauty, 
when one fearches beneath their fuperficies. After 
vouhave faid this and more, which inpludes all that 
can be faid .upon the fubjedl, you defcend to the fc- 
.cond divifion^ in relation to which \ a^i too grateful 
to be otherwife than /(srioHf in my acknowledge- 
ments, 

B 4 I HAD 
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I HAD not expatiated thps far^ but to S^^m tkat I> 
am not infenilbk of ^/neer ; U9X HipHld lesqpatiatet 
any farther, but t9 prove that I am Htt9]Jy/eofible.o(' 
a favour, .. • ,. 

.1 i»Esxft£ you wooU believe, (hat I i^fiilately ^ 
fi;nt to your critique : .That ibme of yasr tefinem^, 
were my owq bejEbre r communicated the v^sttei -a»d. 
others, as foon a* you had, lavoufed am widi the dif*. 
covery of them : That 1 would, per fr^fgntei^ return' 
my thanks fi>r them; which you might juilly have' 
claimed, whether I had ap{>toved them or not. Cue * 
eixcption 4othis approbatibn my modefty bids me\^ 
meotion, on account of your too^reat partiality in' 
my favour. My gratitude you areentided to with* 
out exception or limitation. 

*It will, perhaps, gratify your curioiity to kno^,. 
that Mr. G. ha^ a copy^ of vcrfe^in the laft maga- 
zine, entitled, " The little Cur.** There are feveral ♦ 
ftrokes that are pidlurefque and humourous 5 f be- 
lieve it was done in hade. The jnotto i^ exquifitt, 
and much more properly applied by Mr. G. than 
the Emperor Adrian, in my opinion, notwilhltanding 
all that Pope fays. Tell me yonr judgement of Mr. 
L' ^ ■ nVin the fame paper. The epigram " To " 
•* one who refufed to walk in the Park, &c.** Is a, 
good one. 

' I HAVE 
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I R Avfe waved fending the veries tP Mr. Somervile 
mt prefent, fte^aiife I liope' to fee you foon either at 
f heLeaibwes or at Binningham. I cannot tell whether 
I Aall have time to indofe in this letter my 1>a11ad» 
If I do, Goaider it only 110 fome words that I chu({ 
ta make ufe of lo ibtea notes of which I am more than 
otdtna»#y fond ^. It is as much - defigncd for my: 
own finging (in^prif ftte I mean)' is ever was a bottle 
of «htf^^bra0dy. fwf An old womait^s drinking* 
t^ow I think vf ii» I really Mievr that I every daji! 
appn)a<di.a4arar.iaild nearer to the capacity, the wxy, 
the ^fig^k^cvicyt of an <Ai woman^ Mrs. Amohl 
has certainly, by«h^ <barm*9 htr incantations^ andr 
her converiations together^ contributed a good deal 
to diis mnisioMiation; •Pray ctomfe aver if you call, 
and try to rainfiate me in my right mind^ in pn)por«' 
tian to the fonodnaft of which I ihall be mora and 
mnn*" '• ' 

Yoarfiiead andfenrantt 

vr. s. 


^ y b4 lima ^^Ccmt, and liften to my dkcy, Iro.** Tha 
vionla feoii4#il %fm^ a trot hiftory of C^eea Eliaabethy 
w]^ iaakipg from » caftle wherein Ihe was a prifoner, and 
feeing ajcduntry milk-maid iinginga expreiTed great envy 
at the glVrs conditigVi and difiatisfa^Uon with regard to 

hwt own* 

IV. To 


tfl MJl. ;eii;E*rSJO^N»'S 


' ry. "To tlie fame, fiom Town. ; 

^ Dear Sir, 1739/ 

1 RETURN yoti my tliao^lcs* mofk heartily, Spi 
. the poedcal Tefentment which yait have fhewn 
againft xny cc^fuvers, die Rtddle^mafters . I have fent 
Mn Somervil6'« verfes and yours to Caves though 
I axn afhamed to own I negleifted it'^fo long, that, I 
lear, he will have no room for them this month. !(- 
yo« can> extirpate falie wit in a manner, you will do 
ao fmall Service to die true : you dd no finall /fonaur 
lb ky whether you extirpate t)ie other or not* 

. Yow have heard of the i^otion ; have heard, pro-' 
1»aUy» all that I can tell you of it : That it wafr iiU 
OQUcerted ; that it has done the opposition great diA' 
lervice ; that the King is now confirmed in the opi<^ 
aipn of Sir Rjobert's honefly; that the younger Mr. 
Pitt's j^eech was the moft admired on the oppofite 
fide* and Sir R*— t's on the court fide; that they did 
bot leave- th^ Houib'till five in ^.xnonditg^ thit 
£irR«^t and E— y aite ftn violeaty.^at the Sp«-~-r' 
iscontinttallycalfingdiem to orde];^ filially, that thp'[ 
i0^a!r 1ia& Oiccafioned ' thi^ pniit, which I addripfs tQ 
yOar tttriofity merely* though the linies lipon tJbpi.^B^j 
ihop are humoiiro«8«ncmgh.*^Now Imeimoncuxia- 
fH>i; 4o'yott tifce: notice of the many quaint coj»- 
^''^ '-''^ trivances 
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U 


<i 


4€ 


trivances made ttfb of to catch peojpbt statural ia* 
^uifitiveneis in the pamphlets, via. ** Are thefe 
•« things fo ?^'— « Yes, they arc.'*— What then f "— 
Th« dcTil of aftbry."— " Hoy, boys.**—" Up go' 
wc."— Ahd a thoufand others.-w-Whac do yon 
^'nk miift be i6y -etpence, who love to pry into 
every thing of this kind ? Why, truly^ojie ihilling; 
My company, goes 1 to George's CofFee-houfe, where, 
fer«lSat fmall fubfcription, I read all pamphlets un* 
ier 3L three-ihiliing dimenfions i and, indeed, any 
larger ones wonld not be iit for cofiee-hoyfe perufal; 
— ^Lord Dudley lent me two fcrmons, given him ac 
iSit Hotifb of Lorclff, which I read laft night. Itl the 
firft, there are a great many deep ^nimadverfions 
Slivered in a flyle that is tolerable ; in the other, 

there is as grfcat a want of common Englifh as there is 

plenty'of common ofcfervatioils. ^Have yon* 'feen 

theierinons on the Martyrdom and on the Paft-dkyf 
If you read either, fend for the firft.— YoaMI firiSl 
in^ degenerate from a gentle bard into a fnarltn^ 
cHtic, if ttiy poem does not plealb (you'll fay I am no 
very candid one at prefent) : but let its fate be what 
it wiH,* I Ihall'lay no fkaall ftfefs upon the opinion of 
fofiie that have a p proved it. A< ir k at preient' im 
ini^i it diftov0#8 i»i> ascomiDoir impudence^ an4 
^Hifisiio^irylimat siti^% but who ^an anfwer for 
it> «hen ithastkcgracekAhiefs tO'C^iaifi upon the to'wiff 
/ ■ ■ *.'Q»s ft^ naln^ mufk . ibon be qny motto. I^s vir« 
fffs «s|d fiyilta wiU then be incipuble of addition or 
. r, ^.1 diminutions^ 


ie«- .«_ 
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-?r~*but J am 40 Roman Catholic.rrTbc uitnp^ 
i^ril of a book wh^a it is pnot«d»^ m wqU a&^ 
yaft life and converiatioaQfajiu^^timt.ia jdliepvtcd# 
«i«ftdainii, or give it inmiortality-rt mean-^ ta • 
4»rudn degree.- I fcdbble wbat ^c^puMi itppenMU 
9iid defire you would 4o tke faqie.-'-r : , , 

. ■ . ■ vw:a 

V. To a Friondy from London^ defcribing )^^ %P9!hi 
per» aBd Jtf agmer , of {aving th^iie. ,; vy^ 

From Mr. Windft, Pcr^ 

fiimer» near Teinpler 

Dear Sir, Bar, &c. 6th Feb. 1 74JO* 

1AM ndw wTth regard to the ^^^« f^^^y mudi 
in the fame ftate in which I expcft to be. alwayi 
with regard to ihcworU; fomeames eiEclaiming sui4 
Tailing againil it ; fometimes giving it a good wofd^ 
ind even admiring k. A Ain'-Aiiiy day, a tavem* 
ibpper after a play weH afted, and . now and thea 
^^n invigorating breaA oiiairin the Mall, neyeT'Mf 
ef producing a cKearful effi?^.- f- doa'c know wbor 
«her I gaVfe yoii atjy accouttt of Qmn*s fi^inlg Fifr 
ftaff in my fbriiier letters I rtafly imagined «hat f 
faw you tittering or! one fide me, (hakfcg your* fides^ 
and, fpmetlmcs (caret cbntaihing yourfetf, Ydu ^t 
* 7 ' * pardon 
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"f^isn tlkt attitude in wHick t pkced you, iinc« }t 
w^ ^it ftetted')intfirritl at diat chttintfhiiice of ihn^. 
^-i^Cbriius I hii^ t)tict been at, fcr th« fike^rf* the 
IKtigs, idl^gli 1 d^tttt it tft aAy IzgJ^: 4>iit as a ^r/f- 
matte ptccifj fheftfjfirfl^ of it ieems nftvJi^ ?^yct iii- 
4eea jiiri*'a<0«if)^, Sf Vlras |hvtty tolefaUy accounted* fd^ 
ty a g^liieinth:' ^Mio* At by me in the' fc;e^rw I'his' 
learned fage^ bHtfg aKed htiwlie Hkcd the'play; ftiade 
atifwef, « Heccmid hot teU — pretty well, he thought 
'^-*-» w ifrdeed as well as any other play — he aiwaj«i 
■^ took it; that pctople only came there to fee and to 
'^befttti^fer ai ftrwhat wai feld;^lWf Owhed^ 
^«-hc never underddod any thing of the matter.** 
i told hkmi I ^hotf^hlE a great many 6f its admifeJ* 
iNr« k^ faKimaf«^ir diey W0M hfut ^wn It. > 

,Oir d» other han^/jt if aoMfttiyt.l^/COvfidtr «> 
w^ ail ampi;r&litKT.of;karniiif fitcrpk make |)r«- 
iBepiions iierc# Thert> ^Qt « dfawern a. ci»fr or b^l^ 
p^ coacb-'maiv tmt is poUiiicaaa^ fott^ and jadge ff 
jd^i^JLi^iirtii^ , Ctwmity-'riv^fper^ dama the C^tf* 
j)eat}psg,4iiid l:^M:k>Ao^k>y# oy 11^ 4^« Genivf «f 
,8M0MN^>. , •^/I^iBrtafer of wmiofye/fe'' !•« 
iviigr 9^ ibiafiD if jtaf htt?e noit re|id it,.! woipV 
4P*(|ip^aiidik4»yaft ae^<)^^ But a0w-.I,|llt 
irftl<iin»iiig»lmi(ft jm writ tan iniervicw. wliidi :( 

X<pA0^^4hiWie.Mr4^-Mr4 . Wf ttow takely t» fw^ 
^a j^iii(|ite hti^lbi rwtrt9^ I iq^ f^p^ii^ ^^Aom X 
Ml l^art' ^bcn before. The man. behaved exceeding 

^ Aodeftly 


« 

AC MR. SHEtfSTOtNl'S 

modeftly.and'WfU; cUV growing a Iktle Mtvjmnt 

a bottle (and ]>ei^g a little couufc^nanrinA by the 

iiibfeft wo were, ttpQo)> be palla x>iU of lu« po^ktf 

.about.lialf « .dfiSBcn. ballads,: and' ^ittribntes tbc^ 

amongil the compaay* *;Iv(|iot£adiiQ at £kxSt they 

.were of his owa coa|>o6tMMi)-icad oae over, taad^ 

. finding, it 9 duU pxece^ of fti^^ ^oa^^oed niyfelf with 

.obfexving that it wsi^e^jpoecdsogly^weUr privui. fi*^ 

. to fee the man's face on this ^occafioa would make 

.you pity- the circumftance of ait author as long as. yea 

^live. J^i^ jollity ceafed (as ^ flame would ^^^^fSA 

you fxnujc wAtet upon it) j, ajid, X believe^ fos abfMit 

«£ve minutes, vhe fpoke not a fyllable^ At lengthy 

^lecovering hunielf, be begaiv.to talk about his coili^ 

try-feat, .aboati |i<yugbtoini-Hi^ .and foon afiec ^ 

fired a health, imagining (as I found afterwards) that 

* Lord b — wduld have given Sir Robert's. Btft he \iid 
•not, naniiilg Sir T— L— : 'siine, which followed, 

was that of Mn L — • Nowi who do you think this 
fliould be, but boneft Ralph Ffeemjan (^t leaft the 
writer of thcf paper fo fubfoibed), your fathel^s 6l3 
friend and intimate. Sir BLobertV^ight-hand, a per* 

*fon thslt lifves elegantly, drives fix of the beft tsorifes 
in town, and play& on St* Job|i^a ^t^ • (y<>^ kno*!^ 
Mr. L-^is not only Sir Robert^ gnaceft eaeaiyi,' but 

/ the Gazetteer's proper aacagoaiftt) «^Wi^wcia«iHtinl 

• (CO fee him. very:. civiUy, and indaed abe flUni bdhavad 
with the tttmoft good-httraour» without an€gtae^<ar 
«aA7 attempts at wit, wJucht^pn^lyr wxrti»'<*^ 


' ^ 


i-»^' T B A.«.t> MS 

WcL Jmu very %cefiiU»-T>Aik, yoar fcthjOf wfat Jk 

WoiiM &x I3^t^* i|^lfih0jald jotf^.in^f icai^with 

his old fr]|uui#.aiid.t^A,gfod aiumty ander 3ir 

Kobcfr^g, wjiidck, I )>i?Ucve^ I aught have y and liidp 

•HCQuragegi^)^!^ God ' knows^ Jinfc 1 met . with on tjie 

other fide of the queflion. I fay» I believe I uighi 

iavtf becaufe I kgo^ t certain jpitrfongivei 3>eniians 

of three pounds a-week to porters and the moft tl- 

Uterate Ib^pid. &^^f }^oa caA iip^ine, to talk in 

his behalf at ale-houfes: where they fit fo long a 

«im^ s^ «(f^ M regularly relieved as one centry re.- 

Ueveai another .-^At leail tell him that I expeA in 

-fcifa fw e y t o my kttei f which I fhall not ^llowltim 

tp affigc to you)* he write fomethiog to confirm me 

ifi, my ii^teg fity» and to make me prefer him, and 

you» and hoMfiy^ to 4ace, brocade^ and the (miles of 

the. ladies, 

• ■ - ' * . . . 

*^ Et Yeneri, & cunis* Sc plumis Sardanapali.*^ 

«. • 

rBut I h<Jpe to keep my Hercules in rirw, whether 

'in print or manufcript; and though Lam as .ibnd of 

pleafure as moft peojde, yet I ihalLobienre the rul^ 

•• Pofijtam fie tangere noli.** 

I -0*1 taa I may hear irom* you next pofl: : I have 
•.line or two, which I intend for the Jbfs ofuUer dark- 
iufi{^ you call them) next magazine: I wouldftad 
them to you, for your advice | but cannot itadyy 

• 4 *'' • ' ' ' ' find 


n Mil. « R E K s T dni's 

find dicm. i l&e every thing k Mh' Sdmehril^j, 
Ifot the running of the bft Ilhe. } th!nlc to' Mttt 
them. Should be gkd to hive a line t)r two ofyoui^s, 
that one may make a boldattack. t look on it &I 
/mt, without the leaft tmotiott; I afliire you. 


« * •■ 


lam, dear Sii, ' ' — 

. . • .' . .. > . • . 

Your flddifbl fcHbUii^ flave, 

W. SHtiraToMi 

. . . • i 

VI. To the fame at Bathj oi| his pi^bUflus^hi^ Poi^ 
of 7h? Jif^g^fln^at. oC jH|iLOxii#a&« 

From Mr. Wintle'Sj 
, My good friend ! - , -> April 30,^1740. 

IHE'ARTILY^thank you for the fervice your 
ktter did me; and a ODnAdetaUe fervice^' no 


: dOiibt» it ti^ t6 raife the fpirits^^of a perfon lb 
Ittally difpirited as Ihave \Mtnj0ft. fofne tima. Vpt 

- this, and all former favours, as the fuUen fellow fays 
in Shakefpear, ^ I thank you | )l am' not of many 
** words, but I thank you," t . , 


91 r» 


I 'hits yoro would ceafe to ipologxzfe for your let- 
ters : In the'firft place, it will lay iw under a neceffity 
«f doing y& ; and, fa the next plac^, yotf niiy be af- 

Tured» 
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futed, that na friendly letter of ydurs yill ever be 
iptherwife than infinitely agreeable lo me. 

• I sEN^T a letter to Mr. Marriett at Bath, to be left 
with you at yWir former place of refidence ; you will 
)be fo kind as to give it to him. 

If Iwiih for a ii0r?# fortune, it is rather for the 
&ke of my friends than myiHf: or, to compromlfe 
the matter Svjcth thofe. moi:a}tll3 who argue for the 
iiniverfklity 0£ fei/'interefif it is to gratify myfeif iii 
Uie com|>a3iy, and in the .grati£catibn39 of my friends.- 

Pii. Rat<;li^: has fent me a. lettcTp which gives me 
much 'Jatisfk^m iii refpeft of my poetn; notwith- 
fianding, he cannot fqrl^ear. adding, that he experts 
to hear/fidce my peii has fo will adorned the fable, 
^hat my con^u6l will with equal propriety and ele-^ 
^ance illuftrate the moral. However^ the iimpl^ 
4ipprobation of zjucert msLU aiFefls one more thaii 
PliAy*$ panegyric could do from a more couttly 
biie. 

There are feveral crrbrs of the prels, which nei- 
ther fagacity nor vigilance itfelf, I now fee, can pre- 
vent, and which I beg you to corre^ with your pen 
lifi a copy which I inull get you to prefeht to C-^ 
L-^ together With the inclofed letter, Pleafe to be 
■U the eKpence of having i^ Pitched in purple paper» 
an4 gilt at the edges ; and 1 will re-pay you. 
' Voi. ni, C I WAS 


/' 
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r I WA9 loitering yeilerday in the cofTee-room^ when 
two p^rfons came in» \v«ll*4rjefled, and called for my 
l>Qem ; read a, page or ti^^ and commended, the four 
iines.upon Mr. L-r- «trpmely» (" Lov'd by thuc 
Prince, Set") repeated them forty itimes^ ^^d in <hc 
end got them, by heart* mentioned them to a tbini 
pecibn^rvrhcrftid he kncMTiof a« vktttethat thePrince 
<^m fitod wih,[ aod dien etideftvioured to mimic the 
PnnGB^snwa^jof talking; bat, hys ha, t*M {hew the 
four heft lines in thepotm^ suid then proceeded to ** 'Twas 
*» Youth's perplexing ftage, &c.** which arc flat 
enough, God knows"— but to my firft heroes 5 one of 
them reads, " When great Alcides^ to a grove re- 
tir'd,'*' Jy^ "y^ym knmu Mr* iL— did retire^ he *was 
fn fht fecejjjofti read off; yoiCll find be mentions Delia 
an&n, Ifan^t yau rCmmher Mr. L-^nartffe a fimg npw 
Delia ?' but proceed -^yot^U find he is going ta gi<ve a 
de/cripticn tftix/o ladies^ ^f different charaSters^ that were 
in lo've <u:ith Mr, t — . One ntfus (here lie natned two 
names, which I have forgot.) Up^n my nmrd^ it is 
fine : I believe it is Pope*s ; hiU ho*w comes Pope to praifi 
himfilf there? (" Loy'd -by that Bard, &c.") lio 
doubt t ho-wevert it tiMOS written by Mr, Ppf'e or Mr* 
D — ' " ■• 

Mif* cf hies proceeded to the readirii|«f the laft 
Htnilcinvnediatelyfioithout the lin^Q preceding tt, saii, 
agrceir.g that it was a very goodf thi^g, called "out 

for 
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for ** Tte Oeconoxny of Love." So you fee, " Liu* 
** dsint ilia, fed gfia leguQt/' is the cafe. A perfoA 
eanhoc be fuppofed vain fmm the approbation of 
fuch critics, or etfe I i^ould Hot Havejnferted fuch a 
commeniatary paragraph » I fitever enquire how my 
poem takes, and am aft Aid to do fo. However, t 
iixidfime d& allow k to b« MaU^^s^^l am impatient 
till I heal fiom you ! i (hall be here tilt this day fort- 
night; a^twards at- The LeafoWe^^-ItiMril Add thif<t 
** Ne,(ludio noftri,/»frc#«;'' butai the fame time 8lfi> 


" defend. 


** Againit yo^ judgement^ your nipil faithfal friend.** 

w/s. 

THEsi./5^/^/f pedtions delineate my ftate of mind; 
tt is well for me that I have you at Bath. 


T^ 


■ ft. 

VII. T^lSlr,, Jago, on the Death of his Father. 

Dear Mr. J9g0y Leafowes, Aug. 28, 1740. 

T FIND fome difficulty in writing to you on this 
-■• ihetanclioly occasion. No one can be more un- 
fit to* att^pt to leilen your gc^ef than myfelf»be- 
caufe no one haa a deeper fenfe of the caufe of your 
afflidion. Though I would b)^no means be number- 
. > ' C a ed 
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' ' ' » 

«d by you amongft the common herd bf y6ur ac> 
qnaintaace that tell you they are fony, yet it were" 
impertinent in me to mention a mere friend's concern 
tb a perfon interefted by fo many more tender re- 
gards. Befider^r fhoold be glad to alleviate your for^ 
row, and fuch fort of' condolence tends but little to 
promote that end* i do not chufe to flatter you ;. 
neither could I, nu>re especially at this time ; but 
though I could perhaps find enough to fay to perfons- 
of lefs ienfe than yott> t kt&w of nothing but what 
your own reafbn muft have fuggcfted.- Concern in- 
deed may have fufpended the power of that faculty ;. 
and upon that pretence,! have a few* things that I 
would fuggeit to you. After all> it is time alone 
that can and *will cure al/ alHiftions but fuch as arc 
the confe^ucnce of vice ; and yours, I am fore, pro- 
ceeds from a contrary principle. 

I HEARD accidentally of this forrowfol event, znH 
accompanied you to London with the utmoft concern, 
r wiflied it was in my pow^r to mitigate your griefiP 
by iharing them, as I have often found it in yours' 
to augment my plpfures by fo doing. 

All that I can recommend to you is, not to con^- 
ilne your eye to any fingle event in life^ but to tak^ 
HI your whole circumilances before you repine. 

WHIIf 


Wiisv you .refledl thai yoa have loft on« of the 
beft of men in a/ather, you ought to comfort your* 
ifelf that ybu haj foch a father; to whom I Cannot 
/orhBi^r'^p)yil^g^fe^.Kn«* from Milton: \ , 


** Since to part ! 


41 


Gro, bea^'rily gueil, ethereal^ meiTengeit 1 « . 
^* Seot>by wh^ft fpv^^resga g^cnJntfs we ^d^re 1 
<< Gentle tio oie .and affaU^rhas been . ,> . - 

^ Tbyxonddc^fiQn,:aQd; fhjdl be hono^f'd tvtx .. 
** WitbxgtWjtfiirft memory — -f.' i, . 

:' If, EadcofBobkrVni. Pail. Lo4t. 

ft 

I wottitS^. hare yon bv^all means come over hither 
a^ fo9n a^^ou ,.can* il will endeavour to render the 
tiq^ you Xpend .i&«r/^a^.^is^j^^ry as ,it is in my 
|}0werf anxl I hope you w;UL:^yer look i^pon me,a^ 
yow if i*ijty, /ricAd, tbrou^^ajil dip viafitjidcs of 

1..'-.. 1 • ,) ^f'.v .'trfv/ ■/ *;'-♦. -?.-.• .::..•. . 


- ^ I'am; "Witll^tttetitmott ifftaion,- - ' 


;i 


W. Saskstoni, 


■. _ » ^ 


. i "•• ■ • ' -^ t. .■ 

c I .vm. To 
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, Pe»r Sir, Jipafoives, A*ig)H ;(74ft, 

T\7^0NDERFUL were tbe aangcrsf and dlificuH 
^ ^ ties through which I went, the night I left 
you at B^rels : which t looked upon as ordained by 
fate for the temporal - pnhifltfflent of pbftfliaty» 'It 
was very kind, and in tl^arafter, fof yov ip'endea-' 
your to deter me fvom the wayb of darkntfii ^i^t 
havittg a fort Qf penchant : fbr needkft' ^ifficttlties, f 
have an undoubted right to indulge iny&ifiifthdniv 
lb Itfng as i do not ihiift upon any one's pity. It 
is true, thefe ought not to exceed a certain degree ; 
they (hould be /«y/«/omf/>/ar*'and Tauftb^S' the 
labours I underwent that nij^ht did n^ cotai^'Svith- 
in the bounds which my imaginadonhai^/p/eferibed. 
I cannot forbear mentioning one imminent danger. 
I rode «iottg a cpnlidcrable piece of water, -coverett (6 
clofe with trees, that it was as probable I might 
have purfued the channel, which was dangerous, as 
wy way but of-it. * Or, to ptit my' caftiir'a more 
poetical light, having by night intruded 'upon'-an 
amour beuvix| a Woo^-i^^ph an^ a? River-god, I 
owed my efcape to Fortune, whoi conveyed me from 
ihe;urengeancewhl£h they might have taken. 1 put 
up finally at ^ little alehoufe about ten o^clock, and 
'Tay all night awake, counting the coi4s whkh fup" 
ported me, which I could ^ore fafcly fwcar to that} 
• -' *^i ^ * to 
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to eitKcr bed or blanke.t. For farther particutafSy 
fee riiy epiMe to the Pallor fHdo of Lapworth. — Mr. 
Graves fays, he (hould he glad to (hew you any ci- 
Y^lities in' his power, upon hrs own acquaintance ; 
and will ierve you as far as his vote goes, upon my 
reconuneodation ; but is afraid, without the con-* 
c^rrence of fome more coniiderable friends, your 
chance will be but fmali this year, &c. If the former 
part oi dm newi gives ^you any pleafure, I /iflure 
you It givea me no lefs to copmuBicati^ it^ and ^hif 
pleafure proceeds fron\ a principle which would in- 
duce me to iei-ve you myfelf if it (hould ever b^ Jjili 
^y power.— I faw Mr. Lyttelton laft week : he is a 
candidate for the CQunty of Worccfter, together with 
Lord Deerhufl ; I hope Mr. Somervile will da him 
the hoii04Mr to appear as his friend, which he iQuft 
8t kaft thSfik fecond to that of fucceeding. 

I HBAR yott are ^ompeoced C]|&ap]aia fince I faw 
you. I wifli yqu joy of it.' The Chaplain's title i$ 
infinttdy more agreeable th^n Isis office ; and I hope 
the ^^f> which Is expr^lTive of it, will be no diitri- 
imtive^hin^^ no foor-penny-lulfpenny piece 0/ rib- 
boning; but that It will , 


'* High ^'er * the aeck its ruftling folds difplay^. 
*' Difdain all ufual boands^ extend its fway, 
*.• •Ufutp the' head, and pulb the wig away.*^ 


C 4 .1 HOPE 


I 

I 


4. MR. SHfN.STOJ^IE'Sf 

r • 

I HOPB Jt will .prpyct pmi'?ious, that ipy firft Icttc* 
}s a congratulatory one; and if I were to have Op- 
portunities of fending all Tuch, it would entirely^ 
quadrate with the fincere wiftes of 

Your faithful humble fcrvant, 

W. Shekstonb* 

I B£<J my compliments to Mr. ^omeryile, Mr*. 
Knight, and your family. . 


■AiA. 


IX. To the fame^ 

From Mr. Wintic'^, ?«•• 
. fumer, at the. Kin£*s 

Arms, by Temple-Bar, 
SIR, Fleet-Street, 1740. 


it\ i 


I A M heartily obliged to Mr. Somervile, that he 
will make ufe of any nfieans to ferve me^ jnore 
efpecially that he will take the trouble of cop ful,tihg 
which may be moH eiFeflual to that end j and I d^- 
fire you would reprefent thefe fentiments ^o him ip 
the moft expreiiive manner. - ' ' 

I HAVE, fince I arrived here f which y/^ laft Satur* 
4ay night), heard Lowe, fii^jj^ _^nd feen Cibber aft.. 
The laureat' /poke an epilogue^ made upon, and, I 
' ' ; > fuppofe. 


L E T T S H .& : 9i 

Aipf>ore» fy himM^ in wklch he 49ff.^x>t <>&Iy mal^ 
a -bftre €Oi)ftffioii> bat an ojuftaiion pf-ajOl hu^ follies t> . 

** O^Jkeb (fays he) whoe'ei^ demands a bill of fare 
f« I4ay look into.injr life-rfee'llfinA/^oi thci:c;" 


•' ' 


or fome fuch lines, I cannot accurately recoiled theih.' 
r^do not wonder ne pleafcd extremely; but to "a 
coniidering niaVi there ' is fometfiijig ftrangcly dif- 
ag^reeable, to hear a fcandalous life recon^mended by' 
one of his age, and as much fatisJadlion fftevvn in the' 
review of it as ^f it had beerv a pcrfefl galaxy of'vir- 
tues. An Athenian' aiidience would have fiiewn their 
different fentiments On tliis occafiom But I am act- 
ing the part of Jeremy Collier, and indee(^ in fome 
degree of an hypocrite,, for t cbilfets' I'VIS liij^hly 
pleafcd with^hifn'myfelf, I h^W n6tMhg to add/ 
but a fine clofe, if f h^d it ; a» I have n6t, you mult 
^ content with the vulgar ohej that I' am* 

Yours iinccrely, 

... ,,W^8h«nstokj^«. 


1a # 


. ' 3C. To the fame.-' . ' 

DearSir» * *745>i' 

T THANK yoti for^e favour tof^youf toft letter;* 
-*- particularly your readinefs in transmitting to md* 
ury tbiiig of Mr. Somendle's. It fo fell out, that 

Mn 


«$ MR; SHfNlStONte'S 

Me. Gating deHteiied to me the ytrfes, and I bad 
tHe pleafure 6f reading diem, about ^ moment before 
he gave me your epiflle.. 

Tirt town*expcftcdibmcfliing of importance-, kante- 
Ijr, a motion for , a committee of enq[iiiry into Ute 
meaiures, would be moved for to-day. If any thing, 
of this nature has been carrying on, I will add' an 
account of it before I clofe my letter. In the mean 
time it is^ I believe, very credible^ that Lord ,Orford' 
has a continued influence over the . King ; and that 
the Duke of Argyle is fufHciently difgufted, to have 
talked of tbe refignation of his polls again. 

4 

: An odd ftory enough the following, apd I believe' 
true ! Somebody, that h^ jujl learnt that H-— eW — *s' 
gentleman^s name waf J^ckibn, writes a letter to Mi*. 
Floyeri Keepcj^pof the Tower, intimating his mafler*s 
defire to fpeak with him. Floyer drefies the next 
morning/ and waits npon H — e^ comes into his 
niom-^** Sir, fays H— e, I really dont't know 
«f you -^' ** Sir, my name is Floyer — " " Ay, by 
f* G^-^d, that may be ; but, by G— d, I don't know 
^* you for all that — " ** Sur, fays he, I am Keeper of 
«* the Tower — '* * G— <i d—n ^ your blood, fays 
*.* Hm-c, produce your warrant ; d— n you> psro&ce 
*' your warrant;) or* by G^-^^ i'll/fcipk yp dosvtt 


LET T' E R S. i-j 

' - . r 

Fjugbtsd ^t ij»j^ threats, the gfnt}w»ii rer 

tired ; and in his way home had leifure to coniider 
the joke that was put upon him, a^d more particu- 
larly tuiftcd upofi. the. peribo . to whom h^ wii« &nt« 

If you dire^ ^^U}^ ^^ M^- Shuckbyrgh*^, boo^fcl- 
Ter, in Fleet-ilreet, it will arrive agreeable to 

• 1 Ybur humble jenraott, 

' March, • W. ShxnstI^E* 

TuefUiiy Kigbt. . r 

. Mf compliments to/yourpatypn.^ • 


— "-•*- 


Xt. 7-0 the fame, * 

SIR, t74oi 

YOUR laft letter gaVc me ar good deal of unetffi- 
neis in regard to Mr. Somcrvile'a ihdifpo/ition* 
I ^hope, if he is better, you will omit iio opportunity 
of gratifying me with the news of it. I fhall begkui 
to employ you and Mr. Jago in my ^little rivulet be- 
fore winter comes/ when* one mail bid adieu to ru- 
ral • beaatiei. Thole charming icenesf, 'which ^e 
' poets, in order to reader them' more compUat, nave 
fttmi&ed with ladies^ muft be Uript of :iH their or- 
naments.'- Thofe- iaoomparable nymphs, the Dryads 
and the Nereids, which have been my conftant com- 
panions this ihort fummer, will vaniih to more pleaf- 

, ^ ing 


^ MR.: SHENSTDlCErS 

ing climes ; and I mud be left to feek my affiftance 
m te^ bdaiitf es inilead bf imaginary ones. Tn fhort^ 
t*am thinking<to live part of this winter in Worccftcr^ 
Off fome.otlier town* I was at a concert there, a very' 
full oiw» lately. I obftrved Dn Mackenzie tdking 
to Mr. Lyttelton ; and I hope, on that account, he 
is in his interefti otherwife Mr. Somervilc would 
do Mr. LyttdtOfi' gl-eat fervice' By engaging him.— 
Mr. Lytteltoiv took- occafion to mention to me the 
pblig^tioii h^ lay under to Mr. Somervile for his let- 
ter, as well as his other defigns in his favoor— that 
he had long received great pleaiiire from that gentle- 
man's pen, and wifhed for the honour of his ac- 
quaintance. I told him, I believed the fatisfa^ion 
would be mutual, or to that purpofe. He added, 
that The Chace was an ^;r/rm^^ beautiful poem, the 
heSk jby far ever written on the fubjed. But .now 
the fiddle? fqueaked, the harp£chord jingled, a|Ki the 
performers began to feel the divine enthuiiafia., l%c 
god of mufic invaded them as he did thqSibyJ|),:of 





. *« Deus, ^cce Dcus ! cui talia fanti ^ . , t 
, ** Ante fores, fubito non vultui, tpn ^olor unut, , 
. ^Non cqmpts manfere com«;,&d pe^us an^c^ 

•* Et r^ibie, (era corda tum^CRt, mVf^'i^ vid<ff ip . . 
*' Nee mortale, ipn^s J' j : ,. 


/ 


* * 


LETTERS. 
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I MHf Sir» with aU due compliments to Mr. So- 

Yours fiiicercljr, 

.W* $H|tlVSTOH«* 



XIL To Mr. Jaoo, from London, witk Obfenrationft 

on the Stage, &c. * ^ 

SIR, Jan. ir, 1741. 

YOU fee I am extretneiy exf editions in afifwcring 
yonr letter; the reafon of which is a very pow- 
erful one^ namely, the information which t receiver 
4aft night, that it V;ou1d be agreeable td you I fli&ul^ 
do lb. Pleafe therefore to fet ^fide the fum oT 
eighteen pence^ or thereabouts, fot- letters which 
yoir will receive whilft I am in London j and, to 
'make h (tern the lefs profufely fqu^n^eredy'conixder 
ili amongft any other cafiial expences which yoa c^e* 
lefsly Atbdiit toy mefely-tb grditify your tunofity. ' 

i mtfk"^'^ ofAer nfghf, with the grcatcft e!tpeaa- 
lA^Mr <<S bt^ The Merry Witcar of IVlndfor'* peri 
f>n»ed at Covent-Gafden. It if ImpoflrbTe to e^^preft 
&0W mac6 Vitrf iK\n%^ fell below my ideas. But I 
krvii 4fmfitmi^ finifi and T find that my expeftations 
ffcie reftHy iioic vfajiift tkn tfceir manner 0f aaing. 


JO MR. SHEN'STONE^S 

Perfinst In order to a£b well, (hould have fomething 
of the Audior'a fire, as well as a polite education. 
And what makes this the clearer to me is, that yon 
hear ten plays well read by gentlemen in company, 
to one that you 6nd well performed upon the ftage.— 
Nothing can be more ignorant or alFeded than the 
fcornfttl airs which fome people give themfelves at a 
country play ; becaufe, forfooth, they have *feen plays 
in town. The truth is, the chief advantage 6f plays 
in town Hes entirely in the fcenery. You feldom 
o^ierve a fet of (IroUers without one or two afiors 
who are quite equal to their parts; and I really^ 
know of no good one at either of the two Theatres 
Royal^ except Gibber who rarely a6U> and Mrs. 
£live. I will add one more, in ccmplianci with my 
own tafte merely \ and that is Mr. Neal^ a fellow who^ 
by playing the fiol^ has gained vsr^ particijdajr tfietm. > 

Aftjer the play, we had an entertmnm^nt ^ ialiely 
fo called ! It was that of Orpheus and Euiydice, the 
moft un-mufical thiog I ever ^hear4» and wUdi.bifted^ 
I believe, thi:ee hours, . wkH fome in^rmixtiim of 
Harlequin ; both {o dull, aiid yet heard vMx pa«» 
tience, that I was amazed, aftoai)lh«d»coiifiMUMledt 
but really z man o( finfi otfght not to beib $ bectuie 
they wtere not calculated for i&i«r. 

. • •• ' .. ^■. "".> ■' '^ ' 

I WAHT.yoii here extrenely : {HPajr wast w^ Cmt 4 
week. I Ittfpofe you will not».iSi i w&wtMfp^ 

fuptrfltoottflff 


« 
/ 
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fuperfluoafly* tioweTer» write foon ; and believe 
that your letters are t)i€i moft agreeiible. things in the 
W(»Id to. Sir,. . ; ;. ' , . v 

Yours moft feiihfuliy; 




w. & 


F* I ■ '■■ 


r\ 


' XIIL To the fame. < -^ :• - 

A S I have no fort of library in town, 1 find fe- 
^^ vera! miiiutes upon my hands/ for which, if 
I employ them in fcribbling to my friends, they are 
\i\xtjlindirly obliged io ihe. I hope no friend of 'min6 
wiU ever be induced, by my example^ to do any thing 
but avoid iv ; I believe no dne brestttSng can fay with 
more truth, " Video mcKora,&c.** It is not from a 
fpim of jealoiify that I would advife my acqualhtailce 
tofeek happioefs in the regular path of a fi^^d life; 
But, though I very highly approve it, and envy it, 
my particular turn of mind would be as little faBsfied 
with it as it is Hkc to be in a different one. Yet, 
however I complaint I mud own I have a good deal 
recoilciled myfelf to this mixture of gratification and 
difappointroent, which mnft be my lot till the.lafl 
totally prevails. 

Yet, 


31 MR. SHENStONE'S 

Ybt, after all, to tell yon the triitli; I am not pleaiea 
With being advifed to retire. I was faying the othet 
day to Mr.. Outings t)kat; I if ad been ambitious mor^ 
than I Was at prefent, and that I gtew Ids fo cv^ry 
day. Upon this he. chimed in with me, and approved 
my defpondency i faying, ''that J^t alfo had been am<^ 
*^ bitidus^ but found it would hot do*" Do yoii 
think I liked him much fdr this f^-s^ no -^H wheeled 
abqnt, aiid faidi ^' I did not think with him ; for t 
<< ihoiild always fi^d myfelf whetted by difappoint*^ 
<^ mentSy and more- violent in proportion to the intri* 
** /cacy of the ^aine.'' I fpent a night ^ith Hok and 
Mr. Meredith, and with him and Mr« Cfeaii : Jn |he 
latter patty he had laid his hand up<;»n his fword di^ 
timesji and tbriUUned ta pnt a dos^n ^tHf i$ dtfUh, one of 
which was Broughton th^ prize-fighter^^Mr. Whill- 
ler's company feldom rtlieves roe on ah evening ; an^ 
I go to plays hvxfeldom^ becaufe 1 intend no inore to 
gvv$ cQSmteHanci to the pii.-^l hate got a belt ill 
which diftingUiihes kne as much as a ghrtet^ — ^it capti- 
vates the tY<i of all beholdersi and binds their under«> 
landings in golden bandage,--*! heat d a pedant pun^ 
niug upon the word &i\7Ko^ ; and a wag whifpering 
that I was related to $ehijhakxar* In fhort I may fay; 
from the Dragon of Wantley, 

«' No girdle, nor bek, e'er eicelPd it % 
'* It frightens the men in a mimtte t 

*' No maiden yet ever beheld it, 

« But wifh*d herfclf tied to me in it.'* 

The 


L E T T' E Jt & 
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Th£ Dunciad Is, doubdds» Mr« Pope's dotage, 
Tfaf A«o( huTnioc'; fiat in. the whole, and including,' 
with federal tolerable Hnes, a numhir of ^eak. ob<* 
fcoje, aitd even punning ones. What k noiv^ read 
by the ^u/ifolt "HvorU^ and . the ^u^ole nmrld'i w/f^xsp 
Mr. Hery«y*s Letter to Sir J'. Haniher.. I own my. 
ta^t ktgmti&td in it, as wbjl.as that mikcynf/s nz- 
taral: to every one ; though people fay (I think idly) 
he icoBadij^^^or this ip«g?. letter I (hall ^expcST twc,. 
fi>on.afteryotthayereedivedif.. Adieu! * • . * v 

Dm you fee a poem,' calledi** Woman in::Miiii«^* 
** turci^'' written with fpiiit, but incorred.?; Tte poo-' 
pie 'that' were barryxi^ JLord OrkHtdAn efHgy, tU }x^ 
heaA bkn on Tower HiiJ,. jcame. into the^ box whtrv 
hei«?a^» a^idf&it^yf,.;at George's, to begf moiiey ofc 
hini» jiaongfl others^ . '> . . > ■ 

III I I ifc i^mmf^m m i i I 'it i' l If) l»|l " i|ii , i t m^ m mmm*mm0Li.mmm 
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XlV^ To Mr* , on his taking .Oxdcp, jn the 

... Churcjh. 


A- 


Dear Sir, '" ' ' teafowes, 'June iaf, 1741. 

I WRITE to you out of the abundant inclination 
I nave to hear from you ;", Imagining tjiat, as yoii 
Save4x^e'a direflion, yoii might poffibly cxpeifl to 
recei^ve a previous letter froni roe. I wa^txo be mr 
formed' of tW impreinons you receive from your n&vi* 
Vol. Ill, D circumftances. 


^ M%. JHJENSTONE'S 

circumfUncci. The chief averfioQ which fome feo^ 

plrhayji €b ordcM is, what 1 fancy you will )«mOve 

IB (iich a» you converife with. I take it to he owingf 

MTtly to drets, aad partly to the a^orwid fr^f^tm of- 

ritUgioR. A ypsng clei^yinaii, that ha» difUiigaiihcid 

hiagenitts by a compofition or two of a poKte aature^ 

asp4 ^ capabUfof dreffing Umfilft and his nligicn, m^ 

a different manner from the generality of his ppofef- 

fion, that is, withdot iiBiiDality» is certainly a genteeli 

cjiairadlter. I ipeak this, niot with any fly defign to>ad- 

vi(e, but to intimata that I think you vtrf capable of 

JUiizm^ iiV a' dark-coloured coat.^^-'You muft confider 

sue. yet as. a msn of the^' world, and eadeameonng to 

el£e£t thiat pleafiire fioai gait^ whidi my zeafbn tdh 

ne. I ftall never £nd«-^t is impoffiUe to eaq>refft 

kow'ikipid i have been ever fince I came home, i«rd<- 

macfa that i cannot write a common letter without 

iix repetitions. Thi» is the third time I have begun 

yonrsy and you fee what ftuif it is made up of. I 

mni^e'en haften to matter of fi% which is the com* 

fbrtable refource of dull people, though, even as to that^ 

1 have nothing to communicate. But I wodM beghd to 

know, whether you are undei^ a neceiGty of refiding 

on week-days; and, if not, why I may not;e7q)eQiyou 

a day or two at TJie Lcafowes very foon^-pPid.yoa 

make any enquiry concerning the^ number* of mf 

}>oems fold at Oxford? or did you hie;ar any thing 

concerning it that concerns me to hear ?— Will S i - 

(for that lis his true name) is the excels qJF fimpITciqf 

and 


. L S T T' C It A. :.: jj 

and gotd-tiftwe. He ft^m J9» htfe all A^iu^aiff 
iaiaginaUe to divert aqd ajasiii^peopfoi; without B^f, 
ambitioM ends to ferve, or alm^ any ^ooceni wlie* 
ther he hifi fo much as a k»gh allowed to hk fio*' 
ria, aay ftnhcr than aa a kugk is an Mtcaisdii 
that peo]>Ie^ are delighted* This, joia^ With hM 
turn of thought! renders hint quite agreeable; - X:MBk 
it Were in my power to cohctUatd acqnaifitanc^ witll 
half his eaIc«-*->Pray do not delay wndng to «• 
Adieu I 


■•*fti**aM4MMHrfMM*«Hl*MM«w*««l 


XV^ To S^. GitAi^B^i on fimilar Ta,Se a)id Manners* 

Dear Si/» The Leafowesy ^eff , tf^ 1^41. 

T W A S very agreeably wrtettained by your laft let- 
* tir^'as indeed T ant by every one of yours. It 
^^pi affilflation to except a paragraph or tvro on ac« 
<56ulxt 6f partiality, wKe/e, to fyy the truth, die par- 
dalit^ hfelf 'pkafcs one. This I am very pdiitive 
of, that to hatve a. friend of your temper and' taile 
1^0 alwayi give me.pldiirure, whether tpleafe the 
i^orfd ot lio; bui to pleafe ever fo much, without 
fbmd (Ifch frienJihip, would in' all probability lig'- 
tAfy bikt little. I ihiU, therefore, value any meant 
that tehd to confirm my opinion of your.e/feem ibr 
me,' preferably to any that ihew me i am metely de-* 

D 4 farming 


AsiVH^bf It ' ^fter ait; tkough a veiy llnlte<Miii£rr-'' 
Itei'Dfl^V/ii/ymaybe AiffiCicttt; an idk pcrfon fliouM- 
lrave^Vlft^ ^ff!i^<iV»//?«tftf ^ 'and I bf lieve"! hiAve the* 
ledtt of an!^ 6m' that' ev^r rambled about (b m\ich as* 
p'klfvddaMei Aldanoiikiioiu hour ic is, hutxl ftbfo.- 
Hiftely defpiaJf of eycf being- introdiii^d ahtdl Ihe' 
iltoitdl It f ftsay . i>e objoaed. by fome (b«t yew wiir 
n(t)t«rt33eia4t)i that I mAJrht^' acqoainted^wfdi a faf-' 
£ct!entLm|;(ibBi:of people: that are. my efuaL^ if I <zur^.- 
They may be my equals and fuperiors whoni they- 
D)^%]|^</9^IH]ght i care ; but their converfation gives 
me no more pleafure than the canking of a goofe, or 

th£ quagjklog.of a juckx iq>^aeat,.gi]:gflniiflance& : 

rather Ufs indeed of the two, becaufe the idea of the 
fat.gpofc flauers one's, appejjj^ej^l^ut the.^^fj?»^«9^, 
is ncitiier fit to tje" heard nor eaten. I wifh indeed 
to be JkeimiMa-good company ; but, if J can ^iall 
dvfltinguifh the..«aturc of -my inclination s^ it Js^flpipre' 
in hopes of meeting with^arpfi^cd copvaf^.ti^^^jhaft. 
any thing elfe. I do not at j^ll infill th^t my^ge^iii^ 
is, ^^/4^^. than that of my .vod^rous ncigjtboiirsj. if 
ij is" differfntt it is a fu;fficieiit. reafonr wiiy I fhould 
feek.fuch companio.n? ^sfuit it.;. and whether they* 
are found in high or low life, is lit;tle to the pur- 
pofe.. But. you will perhaps, oifcern the operatiolis 

with you, jprovidqj you will allQW amufemeiji au^qjoal 


' L E T' T fer Tl •^:' 

- ^ 

tane/^AnJ tliS is a vanity which ycu'fliQul'a hot 
difapprov^,* becaufe it will bind mc a laftTng Tnend td 
you and your family. 

I HAVE been over * at *^TfFKalT, ahJ/Iir order trf 
make my felf agreeable^ rode a-hunting with^dj*. ^jrj;, 
I confefs I was fomewhat diverted ; anS my horle 
was fo much an enthufiaft, as to 1)e very near'run- 
iiing headlong into a deep water. I believe, if I'tvere 
,10 turn fportfman, I (hould/oon brpak my neck* f9f 
fear the hautfrnan fhpuld defpire me. 




I WILL certainly endeavour to fee )fou at Birming^ 
ham ', but be^ you would warlte me a long )^t|er 49 
the mean time: and contrive, if you caiij ;p inal^e it 
look. like a packet as your laA did^ for t&e fighjt 
thereof is exceedingly comfortable. 

\ 1^ fi ' 

Thojjg:H my wifhes will not fufFer me to bcli?ifp 

tliat your eyes are in the danger you reprefent ; yet, 

fuppofing them to be only very weak, I would re- 

coxufbend' fi>me muficaf inftroment that is inoH a- 

greeable to you,/ I have often looked upon mufic as 

hiy dernier refoft, if I Ihould ever difcard the world, 

and^ turn eremite entirely. Conilder what other 

amufenient can make an equ^ impreflion in old age* 

IvLKvi filled my pa^er^ not without difficulty, 
,througli the barrennefs of my brain and fi tuation : 

T> i ay 


* 

iBBcj htKtt ercr flows with fh^ qioft wvm llitams of 
pudtudeand «^&ion for you. A4ica! 

W. S. 


jnrr. To > Fnend, exprelHng his Diflatisfadion at 
the Manner pf Life in which he is engaged. 

Dear Sir, ^1^%* 

1WOND E jl I have not heardy>aw you lately— •/ 
yott indeed'I hare, from Mr. W'-^. If you cottTc} 
ttxa^t oytt^ probabfy, I might go back with you fbf 
i day or two $ for ray horfe, I think, gets rather ttefr 
tf r, and nay, with indulgence, per form ftfch a jour* 
feey. \ waht to advife with you about fey'eral mat* 
ters : — ^to h^vt your opinion about a hwUMmg that I 
haivi hmlu ^md about a journey which I ^efigh tb 
Bach ; and about numberlefs things, which, as they 
are numberlefs, cannot be comprehended in this p4* 

]per. I am 

» ... 

Ycmr mod 9&£kio(nttft friend* 

W. S^SVSTOMt, 

^ Kovf I fim come home from a yifit— every littl^ 
ttneafineis is fufiicieht to introduce my whole train 
of melancholy confiderations, and to in^ke me utterly 
diffatisfied with the lift I now lead, and the liie which 

I forefee 


dejededj^aad fhintic, and di.fr^aj:4.^l prefimt t)dngi(i 
juft as becomes a madman to do. I am infinitely 
j)leafed (though it is a gloomy joy) with the applicar^ 
tion of Dr. Swift's complaint, ** that he is forced to 
'' die in a rage, like a poifoaed rat in a hole." My 
A>ul is no more fuited to the figure I make, ^han sji 
cable rope to a cambric needle :^-I cannot bf ar lt> fee 
the advanuges alienated,, which I think I could deftrye 
and relifli fo much more than thofe (hat hare them.'*" 
^Qthi^gcan give me patience but the {coihingfyiBpi^ 
thy of .a friend^and iJbat will only turn my raga into 
fynpUi melavcholy. — I MievQ foon I ihall bear to ftf 
oobodyf ^ I d» hate all hereabouts already^ exceptpnf 
^ two... I will have my iUjonr, brought upo^i v^y t^ 
hie iin n^y abfence, and the plates fetched away in mjf 
fkS^c^ i < and nobody ihall fee me : Ibr I can jiever 
bear to appear in the fame ftupid mediocrity for yea^f 
together, an4 S^ ^'^ grottn4* As Mr. G-*^ com» 
plainedrtp me (and, I think,- you too, both unjuftly), 
'' I am no charader.'/^ have in my temper fooic 
rakiflmefs, but it is checked by want of ipirits \ fome 
folidity^ but it is fofiened by vanity ; fome efteem of 
l^a^ing|.bi^ ii^s broke in upon by lazinefs, imagina* 
tion, and want of memory, &c.*-I could reckon up 
^enty. ib^gs. throughput uly whole circumilaRces 
w^kerejfi I,am thn^ tantalized. Your fancy will pre* 
fent them,^ — ^Not thsu all I, iay hei^e will fignily tojfw : 
) ;ijii.Qfily ,iind|^.a it o^,dif{atisfa£doa, ^4,(o gnim* 

D 4 W« 


hki'im^ttS^'^^^'^^jtif emtkc me, that i iufc tty- 




V . 


XVn/Toithc'fanic. 


•» j«*» 


^tT^dJ ^ mirft giYc meicavc to^compJain.Tdf your kd 
;•*-. letter, three plaits of which is* filled with ..mete 
Ipelogyr fthobght we Bad fomc titoc agreed^ for our 
natical etnolumenv to lay kfide ccrcmbnies-'oftbi* 
Ipcdc^r tiilf-was made Poct-faareat^ • and you fiittop 
itf^Wacheftcr. ^Why BHhoprttf Wiirchefter , for G6d^ 
Mkci Wirjr-^becaufe»^h<r is Prelate? of th<^ G^ftcr-^ 
itnrorder; in at! kinds' of oerexnony lb 'greaily^aboand«> 
iBg;i»*^«re am 1: AiH»* niftiog away my^time,? my-mo*' 
Heyv'^and, i ^dikrk^ my healUr, which*! fiiacy greartff 
|n|eiti<Xf to wlUbt ie^wmdldbe: in -the coutrtry. Truth 
j^».|^ foake fliift to v^ry inydrfy« ar little here; and-, 
filing to rtttnd-the' many Mtfomc ^tonr^, the-flapid 
ij^nft^y, of which I hare b<^en fo often fick in the 
jfiOttilUryi' I conclude th^t I am Fefs »»i&fl/;^f than.I ftaM 
j&)l4vmy£^at hom>$.«-*-However, next monthlhope 
1^ jfeeTlieLealbw^^wJth an appctitt.*--WaIk8 in the 
f aialc.'fl(ien)oW;de}ighAfidi]^ pleiafant : the company ^ys 
irt^1h»-Ma8^ tfllt teu' every fli^i'^Mrs=. Gfivc, Mrr. 
Wofihfgtenr&rbwiniiraijdMn Garricfc fhappymani) 
js4 hiifTidoTriBiizM^^l^:^er^6ff two-months;. 

. —Mr. 


L £ T T £ iR t. 41 

'^^Mr. Outing/tbe hft'^ine I lawKim; told me how 
Dr. Mackenzie cared hitn of ever fighting; with fcfubs^ 
Sec. ** I was jaft going, fays he, to kick a fellow 
•• down ftairs, when the DoAor ciiciput, * Mr. Oui- 
•• ing ! hear our Scotch proverb before you proceed 
«• any farther ; —lie th^t wrcftles^with a t— d, whether 
•* he get or lofe the viftory. Is fure to be b— f— t.' I 
«• had great difficulty (continued he) to CMPtalAlft^felf 
** till he bad finilbcd'his^o^, btR ifbimd itib^pfit 
*♦ that it faved the fellow's heck.'* I wifli / cotlld 
€ure him as eaftly of thefe Q»ixodcal naxratioin>^ 
know no ibul'in town diat. l?as any taA^, which >oe* 
cafions me the fpleen fretjuently." I renembejp -W>b* 
and I were ob&rving, ths^t no creafures^ thongli'^vtv 
fo loathfome (as toads, ferpents, adders, ^c), wanid 
be half fo hated as ourfelves, if we were to giveyeis 
to our.fplcen, and cenfure affeAiooi^ io hlwi^yzi 
feme people do. I would not venturb tbis hiii,r» if 
tdii not believe you experien^ the hmt. F0t tnf 
part, people contradidl me in thiAgsr { have /«/Vdt 
and am terttun'^ % ^nd I keep filence even frgpi ^^ 
mjtrds {bam mofs), though it ii pain and grief t^nfie; 
1 muft* give tip my kncMledgi to prefenety or vent^it 
^ith dlj^diftce to fools ; or there Is AO peace. -^^^ 
tbifg ^rtjufitfiahk motives %o wifii for ^me degpi^^f 
fame J that blind people may not bully a mm that 
has his ey^fig&t into their opinion that green is red, 
&c. Deference from ibels isr no tm>idi9ks ambition : 
I dare own* to* you that I ka-oe this ; and I will xon- 
* 2 tend 
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4et)4 tkat i,kave no more luutih/y one,— Tlii$ Aibr 
')Lii I poiitd expfttiftce upoii with plthktrt ; bat I Ibe^ { 
^ tstitekfs fellow has fpoiJed my M«il<^walk to^nigM^ 
an4 -occaiioimd )roti fomt trouble in thefe dull ^kSst* 

Yours alFeflionatcly, 

• • -^ ' ' W. SHEN^Sto'NfeV 




' XVill. To.Mr, ^. from The Leafowes. 

"' Deaf Sir, " ' The Ltiafowet, June 17, 1741. 

If a A-iend of yours who lived in the fartheift part 
olr China were to fend you n pinch of fnulF wrapt 
tip in a fheet of writing-paper, I conceive the fnuff 
would itnprove in value as it traveled, and grati^ 
your cnrlofity extremely by th^ time it reached your 
•fingers ends. — Very true---you will fay ; — why then, 
that <uery €f>nfideration was my Inducement to write 
to yon at "this time; and that fort of progjreffional 
value is what you are to place upon my letter. Forj 
ht aiTured, I am not ignorant how much this my let- 
ter doth rcfemble a. pinch of fnufFin point of figni- 
fic'an^, and that both the one and the other arc what 
^oii miy'as well do without, — My letter is as fo}- 
lows. 


.1^ S.'T T »:R»' 


<W 


« • • • • ' 

Yd V tufift know, in ralpy wcatli^r, J always footh^ 
mj melaocliprj: wi^ the rcg!K.mi>j^i\ce Qf4f^M9t hmip 
only: yqu c;annpt eafi}y conQ^y« ihf? ]u^ value J 
place upon their ^ood qualities at fi^h a^iipei b 
That at this yeryi ini^aiit I am i/ijfatif^t to fee yoi^ 
To-jnorrow, K the Tun ftines t>f ight:^ I Oiail only 
«u^ for your company as for a very ^uu go^d.^ . IT 
you are Unemployed when you leave Bath« I fliould 
think, you might flay fome time with .me this fum; 
mer. Refijied fenfe is what one is apt to v^lue one'ji 
felf uppn ; but really, unlefs one has a r^^^M ^^hI 
or two to converfe with, it is an inconvenience. J 
have ruined my h9ppiners. by converfiuf with yoyi 
and a few niore friends : as FalllaiF fay^ to Ha^ 
^* Company^ njiiitty company, has been, the ruin <iS. 
^* me !" Before I knew that pleafure, I was as con- 
tented ^ could be in my folitude ; and nvw^ the abr 
find of entertainment is a pofitive pain to me. Lon- 
don has j^mufed me a while with diverfions; but 
' BOW they are paft, and I have neither any one about 
nie that bfu the leaft delicateffe^ or that! can infpire 
' .with the amiffh^* jf hawf^ ^,«^W-— W-*- comes 
jn a dirty Jbirt^znd. an old coat, without a dock, to « 
pay me a vifit. He pulled out a pair of kiSjus, and^ 
giving them an intricate turn over his two thumbs^ 
(aid, that ie could dp that, and I could make » fio^i 
ibme for 0911^ thing, (ome for another : . 


<'-Hie nigri fuccus loifginis, haec eft 
•* iErugo mi^ra." 


It 


I^ was fpknetic weather too.'^Tht man is eiirft who 
writes v€rfes,.and Iivc3 in the country.— rifhiis cehfiial 
part ilifpires him to converfe with Juno,' his terrcftHal 
Y>ne xiecciHtates him to i^oop to his landlaciy; (b tTiat 
he is in as difagreeable a fituation, as if x)ne perfoA 
were to pull him ^pWardS by the InaJ^ and another 
downwards by the /«7.— Do you never^fihd any thinj 
of this f -^r mean, that youf^W4^aDd your'j^/W qua.- 
lities torture you with their iiij%r$ni attradlions ? In- 
deed one would always give way to the laft, but.thajt 
few arc familiarity-proof, few but whom it teaches to 
defpife one. " Albeit I am confcious of tk^ bftd in- 
fluence of freedom myfcjf; yet,.whilft it tenJs to difr 
tovet Hvit,^Qmottr, and fenfe, it;Qniy renders me inore 
-^nd more * • 

Your moft obedient friend and icTvant, * 

' " W. Shehstonk. 


■ * ' " *' '" ■■■■■■■ ^ I I, - ft i h B. , .1 l u I . M l I. 

• . »* . , ... 

^X. To.the {^jiie, with aa In?j)Uti^ t» aoeompanir 
( ^.. < . . him,toTow«. . . ., *» 

Dear Sir* TheXeaibwes, Nov. ij, 17 ^U 

.^TPH E ' reaibn why I write to you fo foddcniy is, that 

-*• I h^ye a propofai to make* t6'you. If yoii could 

cootr^^ to be in LotidoQ for aboot a^nbmh from the 

:: . . eD4 


ably{ ^fMH^gb 4il<^'^i^' m^, Mr. Oistitig^-allt^'liff^ 
y^Jiifil^r. AccorcEng to my calculations, we ibooid 
l>e a^veiy happy p^ty at a pldy, cofiee-houfe, or tatrera. 
Pd not let your fiiperciHoftis friends come in upon 
yoir-wttlr their prudential 'm»t!iffs7'XdiitM'fl', yoh' 
are now of the proper -age for pkafure, andhaire not 
sAmi^ fo|ir or £f e' wliJimfical ~ yt^fs *l^' ^^6a* haW 
not ibuck one bold ilroke yei<^' that I know of. Sadi 
die your mule, and let us be jogging to the great 
oiij./" I will be anfwerable for amuftiifrettt.^^Lee 
ttfi heme the ]dea&ce>bf -fteing tydk iisvtSE'^it, lit IT 
la«ighttn aai cordialnmad iingidar atf^toor t fn t ndtfi ffr 
Come^letrnargo'ibifdi into the :openr4(09Hfe; let IM* 
hear how the eaiiuchtf<Ulc fi9g« Turn; your eye^ujtotH 
theilalieaiandr lolea,' diamoiM^.'aild rubify ;• the Be-^ 
lisdaaand the ^Iviaaxf.gay li& ! Think iipon Mrs.. 
Clmb inex^lBbie'^cQaiikalnefs;:: lioc to^mentton 
Hipptfley's joke-s^Mttinditig phyfiognomy! Think, I 
fay, ffooy i for the time comcth when . yoo^ ihall :iay» 
** I'have no pleafure in them." 


^•Jt''4^^ ^ointaoni of much' merit in bringing abdue^ 
the. interview bet^vixt Mr. L— and Mr« S— •!• 
biit merit, as Sir^Jobn. FjaliUff* fays, ia not regarded' 
iofthefe cofier-mdQgeif'days* 

... V 

,^'|iA)r<^AdW d9/«tf^wfitejneix^ot#^ditt^yoar^i0iitf/r' 
wi)) |M^'«ilJl]9.Wi]&fi«/mjM^«ir' VB^^ itMtnighC to Writeioj 


I 


4& MR; $«lN$T01fE«8 

ai* t *a-«tmtf tl^fm iiM»blic-»4a|4i«rrf uriw tat iMh 
cUMim d9«44mt.«pon • w«H»thMt4 A^M L . 

rf • < - 

• ' . ' .11 
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XX. Tatiiei4ait>0ii^occ$fi0ii<|f.priBiii)gT]if^.SdiMk 




• ... 

. DearSir». . . 1741*. 

I TRUST yos abnoe p«f "doMs fottagtrfbrmf* 
hmtf in ^Qobfiag tiicfe ddootatioiifl»< 'If 1 Aad^yott- 
A>| 1 will no^ i^fed ytm tHc ekatcM*i^ufrwaA tHe UfclP 
tree^witk dte ^ iiiftting^ and gildtagitheftiene.— I 
earped a curgof of fraaktf j aad thcu^ foi tbis bea^iSfiil 
pi^ttr^ of Iiady Gaiilfboroof^, and d^. dcfohned pbr«- 
tnk of my old' felKK^dame .Sahffillioyd! wJiofo 
ikmfe is to be ieen zs tliDii tiiivcfeft toNwr^s tft» /na- 
tive hoinft: of thy :fahhftfHervant^^but'flie fleeps with 
her fathers^ and is btmed : with her fa^n^**<ahd' 

Thomas her fon reigmth in her ftead ! ^I have the 

ft(ft (hett to cK^e^ ui)k>tf tHe table. ^IPk^e^ ladi %fide 
thethonght^ of ftme-ff good deal in- tlli* ufi-proftAfiag 
fthttme ; -alhi' iix fhefti- opon tfeii taWdUiip Which is 
engraving, the red letter whi^h T-jpifrf^,- and the 
fruit- picc©^ which you fee, being the moft feemly 
oftiametns' «f nH(5 feHt fbtp^itf' fiMi^let fh'^t w^ 
cverfokighlj^ hciHO&ftdi I fMlS^itt&itiktiiBittt** 

fletton 


Qif^^witli o^iqr^oCliAi»9ig»0tk|i«MMliut«ijr. 

; i SAVs been walking in tho liifall tOHnig^t-— Thcv 
i;)«i^ was then;, and was highly deligjued wit^ twq 
jflfsj. and fiartd atone mora eaomm^fy thuLmfHt 
Dttke did More. I do hoc know for ^h%^ teifm 9 
nnlels for the faaie which made hin admire ibc 
^tinr poppy-dogs, becaofe tkny were large ones. 

I B«FacT that in your a eighbo u r hoody aiidin;^ Wac^ . 
wickihire» there ihonld bp about- twenty of. my {Kyenm 
it4d«. I priQt iti jpx^i^ ism H*frXt4M«M/|kN|r 
noottoes. That priotM.la dns^ *^ .0^ ^ fol hat^ 
** tabiles illudrat oras, maxime principum V It mult 
bt'ftort, on account of the plate.' I d6^n4t^ know 
hmt lim^jL ajd}if9ei to ayayry^iofigiiftl^iinf one-: \ 

.... .. -.-. ., • ■ . . ' • "Bit* eact ••gO'" . . 

: VJ31e,dif9»iiiiihittttpiuIiceifiHiwifdicte : 

:,l Au,sjiefiki: wfthi My«de'a engimngtitind-l 
^^f^ak withom^fil^atiQAt.thaft fainte la mar ifm% 

i^ la jvlHItX would gi^tfKaUs/ny friieitdi^wtdk w1|M| 
l^wiA nayriQapV4t3^iil8t^:QaBii404)jb*tiaiKli<a6 I tMfli 
k mil3l:*wfilh&y9il^ Th^^gh Jb couM^beac AcfJi/hpaai 
o^t^ fQ$KiiJl(|:p)ddt noa >bite4a:&B my^nwif^ailar 
^^^ qWM>»iiW4ui^ tl)l^ % u.tM& M^>^?i«^. I 
.J write. 


4» MR» ^HftWfStoSE'S 

^krite, tbough millions contradifi them. ' It is ait ob« 
filnacy which /can boaft of, and they that have more ' 
fenfe may furely infifl on the liberty of judging for 
ihemfblve*. Vyou fht>u!d fauiter» I ihould fay you (fid 
fiot- deferve your capacity to j udge for yourfelf. Write 
ttxm — you never' are* at a fauU — '^ tantummodd #ff<^' 
^ cepia opui eft, camera res expediet.**- Adieu I • 


« * 


W.'.S». 




HXII- To tic'faiAc, i5r<M»Town^ dn the Death 'of 
* > Mt. Somerviie, &c. 


.V" 


V My good frien4> • '74*^ 

OU R old Mead. S^mprvild is dead ! I. did not 
imagine I could have been fo forry as I find my- 
felf on' it^ occafion^^'* Sublatum qusrimus.'^ I cam 
now ex^e all his foildeft; impute them to age> '^nd 
to diftrefs of circumftances : the laft of thefe confi- 
lemt^as wt'ings aiy very ibnf to think cm. Foi-a 
Mb pf high fpirit> coiifdous of -having (at lead in one 
^^#cidu63oa) generally pleafed the world, to be plagued 
and threateited* iy wretches that lu-e low in fevery^ 
Ainfe ; to (he ftrotd to ^nk hifUftlfiiitp pains of the 
)kJ^ id order to get rid of die pains of the inind j h i| 
mfifery vdiich I c;dn well conce^e^' bJcatffe I ina^; 
Witheatvaokyi dfieem my felf his equal in poi^c ofbe- 
t-w * conomy. 


!^^?» f"?^ «>.n(?3,'!<Vly ««z^/,tP h^y? ^_«jt on h^ 
tDuractunes : (As you kin^^y ninted (o jn« aWyt twelve 



^H I -f^ ?."'^ ^*7 .^.■?<?^. f'?^ ^ ^i^ .*!?.«:f 

^fficulty' in it J for vdjaten« t^ yifxU WW'iiiftwqi 
in poor Somervile, I really find, upon criticiu enquiry, 

^4*-W¥fe*^c^?f'^??-M??S?5»' ■: ■<■:■■■ 

iky, was nifled out of court. Thejr proved Ms ^^ 
plication to the carpenter's fouy to get bim to fwear 
ifldnft Mr. A — % thpueh the. boy wa» proved to have 
iiia m fei(erat c^rnp^me^ C^^fort he had been ket>t^^| 
liJi Ailli Hidfer Aftf he Wai feie tfec thihg w^s^ic^ 
ddental. Finally, it is believed he will fecdl^ef the 
title of 


. A^ '««t^w'4**A i«^ 


TJH^'it>prtfclf!A<hi'W* the whorc5, and the fufFoca- 
tion of four in the round-houfe by lYiQ^ufiditj of the 
ke^lrrcSgfifek 'tW ^Sk bP the tbwm -The iid 
houfe is re-building every "^iffftr^tt^'Bfe fitrndaj^ 
night demoliihed it)^ and re-den)olifhed every night. 

The Duke of M — gh, J—— S ' his brother. Lord 

C— G-^y were taken into the ronnd-houfe, and coii- 
fifftidSMk eleven at night till eleven oext day : I am 

Vol. m. £ net 
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ft. ^H1SNStON^»S 


» r% — 9 


not jpofitivebf the Duke of M— gh ; ^tfie others ar6 
Geitaiii1"^and that a li^rgc. n^ihberof pedple oftSe'firfE 
'falhipn^webt from the rouiid-hoiife to'iDe.Vcirs, id 
gVve in informations of their ufage. The juftice -him- 
ifelf feejns greatly feared ; the profecution wil^bc car- 
fied on with viole6ce, io as probaWylo.hang the 
t?^er; 'and there is Wendi " - --^' " 


a.'l^4.« i«>^ .•!•<> • '•'W4J r f-< < 


' '%» > ' ♦ ^ 


•• LW6*Bat1i'i' coathman got drank and tumbled 
from his box, and he was forced to Sorrow "Lord Or- 
fbrd*s.. Wits jfajr, that it was but gratitude for my 
DT/d Qi-ffei-d^'s codSman to driv^ my Lord Bath, a^ my 
CJra M*>//«>^had'anven niyXord pifBrd. ' ' 'Hiiw , 






' '1 HA-vV teii^'milllon thing's to tell y6u ;j'*thbug1i'tley^ 
atl ahiount-to no more'than that I wiSK to pleaie yoii* 
an4 th^^I am 


«« i^ ■« • ^ * «^ ^ • • X • f K •» ^ 


Your fincefe friend- ** 1^ ^ 




^>^i 




-ai^d Jmoible. ienraDl* » 


iO net* 


:/ 1 AM^-pleafed that t can fayl knew Mf« Soxncfvilc,- 
^Mcb I .aia^to thank you for. , 
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XXn. To Mr. Graves, on Benevolence and friends 

(hip. .".-'- 

The Leafowca, 
Dear Mr., Graves, Jan. ig, x74X-a. 

IC A NN O T Ibrbear intapediately writing to, y^ix :. 
the pleasure you iaft leteer gSLVs me put it out of 
my power to reftrain the overflowingt,of iay{>enevo« 
lence. I can eafily conceive that, upon fome extra- 
ordinary indances of friendihip^ my hieartrmiglit. be 
Jf/orf atfenM, that I cmild not bear any reflraiotiiiponf 
my ability tb ihew my gratitwk. It- is an obfeirationr 
I made upon reading to-day^s paper/ which conkaios 
&n kc<^bunt of C. Ehevenhuller *9 fucctffs in favoar of 
the Qaeen of Hungary;^ > To think what fobtime af-e 
fcftion mufl influence that poor uufortunate QJieoa, 
Ihould a faithful and zealous General revenge het 
Upon her enemies^ and r6ftore lier ruined affairs I 

T 

Had aperfon (hewn an elleem *aad affisdkion for 
ffi^y joined with any eleg&ffc^'t or* without any. eler 
gance, in the expreffion of it« I ihould have been in 
acute pain till I haJ given'fome fign of my willing- 
nefs to ferve him.— From al/this, I conclude that X 
have more humanity than fbme others, • 

Probably enough I (hall never meet with a larger 

fliare of happinefs than t feel at prefent. If not, I 

. ' £ 2 am 


\ 


/ 
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fl MR. *Hfe»$TO*IIf»S 

am thoroughly convinced, my pain is greatly fupe* 
^idrvxa my pleafurfc. That pkafurc ii not abfolme- 
}y dependent on the mind, t know from this, that 1 
have enjoyed happier fcenes in the company of forae 
friends Ihail I cah pofibly at prcfcnt;— but alas? 
all the uAe ydti and I fhall enjby together, afeftrAd^ 
eti A<oin dte x«ft bftn^ J/m^ri^i hinifpei» imR not 
jjtt-hap s-aiiibbilt tH 4 Mfi ytWr «ft4 a-h«lR Hour 


* A'. 


•'.yiiu dk r* To ftt A« <»fe upon a ,r^^ /ogti^, 

in #Mr life, aie fca» of gr^^tt^r Wtffery hereaftert 
fggttUfM* Wkh tfcr bodiiy /mm» <9f ilyzng, and . addrtfa 
iite » ^ dirpDiifticm tot^^f^ xnkth mid mejlAiicb)^'Sf 
a«d I tottJd et% refold: Atflk 

I *cr k6t. fc«o*r •h*^ iUA li«ochcd mt /^ far Um 
thifl complaint: it is, pcrtiaps^a ^rmn ofconftit»- 
mhd iffi^iii t r-thr -«iWk^ Aft iriadfr^>did it ,<»oc» 
:ftbm^ift ^indt h td tht vmd» 4vat J ddiveij it.: 

■•■'.' > • ' » • . , 

«? Tradaw prptexvis 1% mare Creticum, 

i f* Fortare yqntis— :'! . . ,., , ,, ..: • 

I WILL be as h^pRT ts fnj foft«W'%»^fC"^ 
and make others fo : 

.".J^ane me -pigris ubi tfuffa ca^jit . . , , ^ • . , - 
" Arhor ajftiva.lecrcatifr aura—''' ' . 


{ WILL be fo»---The joke is, that the defcrlptidii 
fftiiddx you gare of that jcountry was, that yoii had 
Hew trees aboat yoa ; fo that I Ihould trick Fortune 
if f|B ihould giant my petitioD unpUcitly. But, ia 
carnefty I intend to come and flay a day or two with 

4Mtt IMSCt £liUBUO0UUU 

Mn* WWKfr M «t Mr. Q<^pg>, l^fk&figr. at 
tUie Mitre and^Cro\yj»j iV^ Fjpet-flreet, and enquired 
flmdi after you in kis laft letter td me. He wntes 
t$ 4im% %M I-Mieve hie affef^ion for j>m oveighs 
left vrfth Mm «»hHe the town is in the other fcale$ 
Aongh^fcetit ««fydMging. ^f jd« net know ^be- 
4^r-f d»v4|^, 'WhcR' l^i hdimm we dusee, thart: 
i$,%ft^Mkary okonmAnnees, lluMW an «qiiaJ»r46a of, 
and ttSeAiott <fer, «M3h ^^dier. 'I i%,.;;fiip]M]i&a2 each 
to be lAone, -or in 4mi xoPMyiry^ n4Hoh is nearly die 
toot ; 'ftr ftfenei alt0r>4«^d6 «e mnch as 4he iirVv- 
«iienQei t)o<lNau fkn-jaAance, wlm M;, WhWer 
^ "ki cihm^ 4 4ippoie we |0«e ^bln bactar .than iic 
does us ; aadai^heh «re ^nn 4n '-towA, >I fappafe ^ibe 
feme may %e laid 'in regard toduai. 

Tre true burlefque of Spen&r (whofe chara^leriitic 
is £m]^B^tt^) feems to conlift 4n ttjfmfle fieprefenta- 
tion t^r fneh things «8 one laughs to j6r or to dfifut 
tme^lelfy gather 41iaa 4n any tkonfirous coixtx20k 'be« 
Iwixt the thoughts and words. 'I ^cannot "help tttiifk- 

E 3 in^ 
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ing that my ad^d Hanzashave more of his mapneF 
than what yoa, faw before, which you are not a 
judge 'Of tiU you haye r^ad him. 

W.'S. 


XXni. To the fame, with Ibme Obfervations on 

Spenser. 

'. . •■ 1 •• 

Dear Sir, ThcLcafowc«, 1741, 

the Day b^oie Cbnftmas* 

npHOUGH your laft letter feemed to put my 

-T- .Gorrefpondence upon an loilentatioua footing, 
. \;namdy9 an ii^dination to . be witty,, yet I affore you 

it wa» not any pun^ilioos oonfid^ration of that kipd 

^.tbat has kept me fo }o»g filent. Indeed with ibme 

; people .pne wottld ^nd upon the niceft pundilips ; 

'. for .though ceremony be altogether lighter, than vanity 

itfelf, yet it furely weighs aa much as the acquain- 
., tanice of the undeferving. But thfs is triBing, be- 

caufe it can have.no reference to a periba for whom 

I have the greateft affedion. 

In regard to my Oxford affairs, you did. all Iconld 
« cxpe6l. I have wrote fince to Mr. M—- , who, ei- 
ther for your fake or mine» willf I dare fay^ fettle 
. tlipm to iny fatisfaidlion. 

I W»8H 




1^ « • ■-» »*> 

|>ermittidcjQtt .tO:^4v^* lue^n.a^tittle-iiiorf f>«rticiila^ 

^oncfintivglthfi'feA^.of.tbe ':Mudres ;. hut 1 .fttf^dfe iidf 

thing material difti&giafhe9d:.ydar,f6ftmght. i.^;. « »«> 

, M». Whiftlcr has rclapfed: at Whitchi&ch;' but 

.puri>oiedy when I.laft:heard £boin hiniy to go to 

London before this time. I d<^ not> entir$}y un^BF- 

iUnd hisr ichemes. but fhould have .been fincerely 

glad of his company with me this winter ; an4> .^ 

fays, he is not .fond of London. — For my part, I 

-d8fi§n£d.'^ g(> M^r the next monj^h, bitf thc^ fever 

*{ which is. chiefly violent in^ to^yps) di^pti^gjes-q^' 

r 

. • I I • • ■ • 4 % 

*r S^KLBj^tiinc ago,. I r^^d Spenfer'/s Faiiy. Q£ern; 

and, when I had finiihed, thought it a proper tini^ 

to make {omt additions and corredlions in my trifling 

inaitation of hitu. The School-iniilrefs.^-«*-Hi6:(ubje£l 

vis certainly bad, and his adlion inexpreflibly eon- 

•, fufedjL^ ,Jb^t there ar^Jbme particulars in .biflni tba( 

, cha^m one*. ^Thpfe w^ich aflord the greatefl; fcope 

for a ludicrous imitation are, his fimplicityiand<>t>' 

folete phrafe ; and yet thefe are what give one a very 

Angular pleafur^ iir the perufal. The burlefque 

jwU^h.;th^ occafion is of quite a different kind to 

,that of Philips's Shilling, Cotton's Traveftie, Hudi- 

bras, or Swift's works ; but I need not tell you this* 

I inclofe a copy, for your amufement and opinion ; 

■ £ 4 which. 


*• 
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wkichf if franks are plentifal, you may return* and 
iEwe.ntejihi fWhtfrttbiWr of writUigi^ orar igKn^ 
Thr other fnyer bsii» hmt^fiU^ irrfct^ To IdiUeit ttqr 
fboi^bei'fit>di )Mdn, <b^ flfe €dbi^ itidbft 'ffint I iiudidks 
fid ; iSdffMU tipiaHy sepuUitB* . i • ■ > « . 

* ' ' • I 

Mil. Soth<iri%'i iM» «p«|^ teirt»tfjr» i««Bedl 

iKVi ftnt. b 1^. VfHa^xH to«fc 4eM lAtHfr tlttM, lb 

k — - I , 

f «iiv> oftcin tteti^t tbdft tbifc die 1^ «pMbi> 

ried men are tbe happieft tbat are 9 but I cannot 
lh)r lli^ tkefti, 4^caiiie ^(7 Uife lUl 'dUtii^^JMit in 
'Aetyesofiajih^rlkdiesi. . 

I ISO fincercily diat you would imie in a iMdc's 

^ttmefi Tbitheft/tteu il mny sfec^ive ^iir ii^cer iAw 

til flicmld go :fr($«i ti0j6e Aits %&SM. I WiU 'ti^ibr 

-^g al>y fh&)^ 'by Wi^ <^f dcMidi^li, bu>#tt: Isid 


' v_ 


FattW£l! . 


XXIV. To 


: L BTT Til H «.? ff 

i> » . <.i-- - ;* ' / ■ ^ 

• 'ftWe' SW^d*-. •■■•:■■■■ ^ 

♦ » I 1 • I ...... 

Detf Mr. Gianei I . i|»at^i74s% 

IfiU fM tlie flm^ yMi liiXkfc ih HifreKbfdMlto 

Ani^gpiie |ffftct 7911 ^«!ftte m^ iny-dw^ <pi«efr «>r 

my i«al. be&utj ik ^iUe ^Nteiioh ; 1^ I ik^i ittik 
^flaiAbus wotoM fdHK l»ie» by tn -ilddi&m «f tM 

IQf ia <be fkoHxiiGii of a trte ifbr ^e firtore. I 

bM»eslfli0d iftyfcif ^mMi ike ifetttettiky ttf Mkii&t 

'and^ muft adapt my expences more to fotiabte life. 

%%^ik ti^ ^tcmidt 4iit h fedni mdk 'pru^iit'fet 

'^e to buy a ctiair while I ani fa^wia, ^bsm Starry 

down twelve guineas for thd model of the tOmbpf 

' Virjpi, %Mi drn, %b& a^cteie ot two ihore (iMr like 

' ^tim. — f l^%i<»^anmy piiftiue, Jijf^Aafy a|)p]t>adi* 

4bgHo a profile ftlfe -btfft mshiterlcan tMnk orto 

. «Hi!Kft ^tf<^» ^«^ 'by B&^dn. t b(9e Wen 

jojtit «fll^ -aid «iiik \Ife /Kt Weft ddftefn'v^ 

^fi&t tut ffibig:#^%«i«i^iiatl^%lfli^^ iAd^ 

«Pii4elklBMI«IMfcr. Ifetap.'dfedgh agobftv^p 

r - > > enough. 
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enough, has a: vile efFed ; the formality of flays, '^ 
^llo^a^r6^f^le«r*r-JL. ^o not know if 701^ faw the jif^qg^ 
of a Scotch cirl there at full length ? Miis Graves 
has the advantage of her's, or any pifture there, 
. in* tier'perfon ; but certainly ^his girV^ hair' k ia- 
t.expr^ffibly: chariiH|fg.}< ijbffe*.^ the rgenteeleft ^^l"- 
.ligence in.it I eitfur (iiur in .^y pt£l|ire ;-**wkit f^ 
^^lowsy but that I wiih. your fifti^ would give onteb 
«-to pull off her cap, and hav39 bair aftorthe manner 
j of this pi&ure I— To.fpe^k abruptly. ;. as it &r, I dif- 
fj^pprpveit}-. werer^t altered, I ihould like it beyond 
Q^i§iy\l ever faw.-7-( ant |^d youwaiieiri^adVig Spen- 
.;^r (I though «his ^n is d^t^Aablt, ^nd'^tiMzoKfe'd^ 
^Jefs .wpnderful |han.moft peopk imagine, .who d^ioot 
rsnUch QOnfiderIthe.obvionfiiefi :of allegory }:«yet^ :! 
. think, a:perfQn of your difpofitioa mnfttake^reat 
' ddight in his fi^icityt his good-nature* &c.^ J^id 
^ you obferve a' Aan2»i tlut be^iii».|L.caAttiibaiiewhero»' 


ft 


^^ *' Nought is .there -under heav'n*s yide hoUofmtft 
...*.« That breeds/' ice. f . ., - 


A 


^ * ■» • ' t 


^ "'. When \ bought him. fi^ ^Ij^^i^ ft, page or tmro 
^,€f th^Fairy Queen, ..and caj:|^4.p§t<p.|awc?d., Af- 
^^ter, tha|„j'Pppe'y^411ey, madp -w co^^fider Wni Iji- 
,,.dfCK9ui]lyi a^ifi diat iig]|^Aj[ thial^ioii^inay tejid 
..iitn wijtb plqafufe* I am now (a^ Ch?r-fnliV ^^^ T^» 
,,£ronutxifliQ|^,and .lai^hang at hiim, ^really in love 
. . with hiin..(4,think , ev^^ thc,fli«iie j>r€$ty jthojigh 

I fhall 


'•V**.^ 


L/E' T T E R .«.:i ej» 

I (hall never ufe it in earneft) ; and that the laft Alex- 

afidrine has an exti«Qie']najefty.»*-<PQes:fioe'thisriine 

^ mnke ypuh (1 do nor jgflAy rcm ea rfm' what canto it^ 

^^ Brav^ <]JipughLt9 ^d noble deeds did ] f^ermors i^-- 
. . , ** %ire." . . 


* » » * ^ 


perhaps it is my fancy only that is enchanted with 
!3ie running of it. ' Adieu ! 


> 


.. ' W..S. 

'.' ' ^'* . ; r r ' '■ " "* 

- V V. . . .■* 

.... ; 

XXV* To the • fame, on the Publication of The 

School-imftreif , - . . - 

Dear Mr. Grave*. I ' ._. 

T DEPENDED a good deal o»an iniaiediate.an- 
**- fwer from youf and am greatly fearful you never 
received a. pocket of little things w^ich Ifent you 
to Oxford, inclofad in a frank ; though, if it arrived 

' at all, it muft have arrived ievenil days before you 
left it' . I befeech you to fend mc a Hne upon the 
receipt ofthefe» which w^l fMeiiietfj^om >inuch per- 
plexity ; though^ it is doubtful whedier I can defer 

' my fchemes fb as to make yov^r criticUh^:of leiyice. 
I would have 3!^a feiid thorn nofiwithAanding. * 


ii , 


I CANNpT 


•«l 
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>• . ... _ 

* . • '■ T .1 111 

tnd the company as my game. They Jfy Mf l#rt« 
!itde time ; and ihenfittle again* My cue is^ to dif* 
^ftrge ihy fhci fAab t ^{er^ a iMlftftf' tegediel'. 
TMs week, they are ft^agg^ki|; tttit^ eiboit their 
Jpaflvse^ Aie w»tiz die iiexu ij^ vi|I Aock i|||0'4t 
ynt\t violent appetites!; and then* I dUiJk»j{t jfy 
iktle piece amojigil them.-^I afTnre yon, I fliail \Sit 
yttf eafy aboat the acqaifition of any ftme by thift 
tMng; all I much wiOi is» to lofb' nbnt : and in- 
'need I %a^ k> lilTO ''to vOft^ ^llutt lASs* coufidei ation 
"ftarcely aff^£b me. 


' «. 


I DARK fay it l»t*%c ^vtry incorrcft ; for I have 
addftd eight or ten itanzas within this fortnight. 
JBut inaccuracy is more excu&Ue in loflierotis poetry 
^Wiifi^atfybAMef. lf>k4fti4t[0BM»^4t«iiiiftbeimeiily 
:peo|Aet>fy0^; fe!r*pei|>le«f^NN)rwM9Mit'Ufte<which 

vvnipx^lfcBBS «ie UI^Vl pnvOI^we*TPNN|H IWBL-J WtU 

linsiVbiddbly^M^e h. I 4inve%een «t Ame p«hi$ 
*»*Ctfife tfty«9!r=«<)m A. irWIlf^'s ^ttfisforiwie, ^f 
indlbtiyMfl^wteilil^hMii «r^kR6dmimi,4a«t." 
T fmve'idded «4tfdten>iiS'^de}c» fos^ly -to iiew .(finds) 
tMt'^Iim ih ^ N-ignfl my^ nicwto, ^^ 4^ qu&tiU ^a* 
•^li^l^^llMiM %m, '«Mi^ ^fniiK:ipum;'* ii tijl- 
t^ttlatdl' Wf^^Ssiiii^km^p»^^ ^m ^^attnot ^iMieei^e 
how lar^e the number is of thofe that miftake bur- 
^ * • lefque 


I. E T T E: H fe^ $f^, 

h^gm fyf the ^tiuy foolifliitfi it «cpofes<wluch ob*^ 

|i«o(s <)f cfegaat liu]Rff»r^« - I Jbyaw, lEoiiif mnA fli 
puffiir tbU faplipii hfi^^ f a(xd j4t«^a Uf '^ TJlii 
•S3€hoc4*wlNftr'&^'' AtarjP,/^<iJ^.9^«Bmflfr 

Wf^j^vX^ Md#iiml jmtijr. m^M ^^IM Ifitti^ 

lifi ,ifv9jth Ar Aw«^«u!fc 4)pit,,in; i|(tt«ite of i^rj4 

9f my de^jm.— ^Notlung ii certaiA ia iKUi^t^L.bitf 
^j^encc^ 1^^ I am ill bear. Belteve 4ie^ i»tf 

4^^. • -* 




t ►'.» '\*o . '.1 . ■- .7 vrr. ' -^: -ct .- vj ;c ,>'•• ■» -J:*, 

INR£^»}iMII^ *Tm mf )«•'«( a;^iiMtiim bff tti§ 
..«Mfl iigiiuitiiiijHi<M4rfwfrt^ 

u mttfed 


xffljftd^ydu in yottf travels; aftd vnti 'eptal^-HhA' 
rfg'ki t% V*tttP»-foa:' : ABoVe an-diings, be tai^ 
tfoflafin ftgaM t<J jfetif ca!cql»tioiis V eQ)egtii!g Mic-^ 
l^ltOTiV^'I wodld^ harvc certattnlT- met yoo tlrtre,' as' 
)Sm'^<iefllr6d merf"dici«j^i^ no ccmi^iiy Z «m fondes*: 
Jf^ikdn'^yoimiyst^^txr' flfter'sV'aiid nof '^ztc'ni 
tRWeR*I1iifve"'ii>ent 'ihore agfeeaible ftoulis'thah Mlif-* 
ifieftctn: Bat yourbrotlrer has hiftHmitf of hh recom-< 
]8£nJ^tioh»' in Ay efc^, * that- isji fife ^ irregularity Off 
Itecrrc-kceping. - ife'ias fcveral-kft which are fuf- 
flhifefaV to prefeiVe my ntnioft'cftccm ; Imt that wa^ 
jje'wil indeed!* IMdtcto ;go-wh<*rethere-M nothing 
Alich'mdre inform than myfllf. -^r-Miirc no -ob'* 
ft!ttlofi to VAvyoung^; mfittlei popkiwith' z ttiouhtc*' 
feftW in<t)liBftcncy-Jnin7"fec(tiif)age: Btft where a 
considerable family keeps np its forms (as marriage 
requife&)^ |ibpald j^^tcsqre to 4ippeAr with an hired 
horfe, and a Sancbo for my valet. The cafe is, I 
tfAM/ Ike "in v'a'way genteel enough, and uniformly 
fo ( but then I mall forego megrims, whims, toys, 
Au ' 10 fill tn**' 'Now, 'tnough it gives mc pain,jf<wiw* 
timet f not to appear of a piece ;- yet that infrequent 
fiifr^tt notS'bidaiKe for .iJie;.fitfaftaatiEl happinei^ 
wl4tjit>j^^id la>«ni«m, a>ieal, fufnufiVbofc* an engfvtr* 
ingy orabttft. Ambition, too, as it puts meiupon 
i^i!fii^'tOm&k<J'«t' figure, makes me veiy indifl^^nt 
ii»'«it& aR(l||;tig. a .common ..every»day-gentlenia|L)^ 
ttg6l!l/t% 'lindofii^fli; meffoniv.appeaBiDg' felicitous 41- 
Itout the f?? %is nudimikir . Spluiidmr' by raifing my 
k' >•• J imaginatioA 


' 


^ % m 


" L E t'T E R S*. ■' 6? 

iihagmalion bighir. I"pour out my vanity to yoa. 


incr feldom fubfilfs With6ut the fetter.' And as to 
wEat I faid aBont" djr '' lore' of ' flattery, 1 hope, "'yotf 
wHl not conftru^'it^ai iatty^ hiftri neithCT,* if f aff 
right, would you be fo 'ungenercws «a$ tc/xompfy 
v4tli>;rine. I iincerely think that flattery amongft 
foes is abfolutely defirable; amongfl one's commoM 
acpaaiutMacif. a .hfthavionr.rtfMfc.rV/ifffyy tn ir..iJMit« 
amongft^/Vxrt//, its confequences are of too dangerous 


a-n^ture.-'. ^ ...... ^ . < ,. .^^ .;(. ^y 




. I AM fo unhappy in my wintery, unvifited flate, 
tilfitiiiuuLaitmaft'fay'vtith Dido, *' tsedet cceli con- 
***9k%z, caerik^' I am miferable, to think that I have 
not thought enough^ to amufe me, I .wa}k a day 
togedier, and have ho idea but' what comes in 'at 
my' eyes. I long for. fome vfubjca -dbbtit^the fizc 
of ;Philips»s Cyy^r.i <6'^ettie heartily- al^t ; fehie^ 
diing that I couid enrich- by' epifodes' drawn irtm 
the- EnglBh Mfloiy:^'^/mj(fS!J^r has'Jfome'ofHthif «da> 
vantages I like ; but i^ms a dead, li&^<lik''itit1ei : IP 
^oa c&ante to think of ii fabjea-^Wxifeh'^ you 'do net* 
ohnfe to adorn youxfelf> lend it vm to natiteiifoit^ 




•1 SHALL be vakftl^ tfefiitius to 11** you 'hire ^^ 
^rbgv$ and am in hdp^s^hcftler^ wrU'R^ k mohttt 

^ with 


4i Ml^. ^KENS^ON^'S 

with me* I have ient animpenctqs letter s^%t 
his 4ilatory corr^4^ndenc;.«-^f qaeijitio^ful vqu ic^ 
Us 14 letter; wa^ j^db^. ^o Oxfo^^; ^1^^^^^ to, 
lonipn : where, if h^ ftay» t j^,. ^^^ftfy^ I ^J& ftf 
^n t hpp« yP^ Vifl wn^fil A? ^ ^^?^f p<3rfl; 
jCQUcai^xiipJI ^hligjB me 9r |^fa^,,'i9e j^j^ thfia k^. 


■*M«ikHMM*4**HtaMMIkMI^*a«MMiii*tifc 


XXVII« To the fame, from Town; withar'Speet** 
men of Plays and Politics* 


k » 4 



\ . JFirc^Mci.i&buckhftcghWt 
Dcat Mr, Graves, Lddguig^^ ah9UHZ4;Ji 

to n» ftv kkf 4¥h6m¥ im^^p hJipm(BGn4^Mk> 

Extraordinary things will be expedled from my/tua* 


• '/ • ■« ♦ 


V t r T E R s. 


4tefir^ any, as, I believe* you kno^. If you enquirp) 
after the flage,— I have not feen Garrick j but, nioiw 
fortunately forjww, yow? bjsoti^rA*;. Me nothing 
iias fo much tranfported as young Gibber's exhibition 
of Parolles, in Sh«kcfpcar*3 *^ JWs ^ajtll that' enit 
*weUJ* The charadler is admirably wVkten l^y tfie. 
author ;' aiid, I fkncy, I can 'liifcover' a gitratnum* 
ber of hiiitli which it has afi^rded to ^otrgreve 
in hlihBlatf^ I tm apt to think a peribif, aite^ he 
18 twelve years efd, laughs HHniiaily lefs ^hd lefs: 
Icfs heartily,- however ; wMch ' is much ' tKc ' TsRne. 
I thlnitCibbcr cKcitcd -fronr me as fincere a laiigh 
asl^ranevcr r<;colleft. Nothing, furtf, <5an b6 ^zom-^ 
parable to iiWeprefchtititA 6f 1^(81(^5 iiihi^iuily. 
' charaftei' ; fctcept the igJre h6', makes .aX^a'AiabU/ 
^tiikm?^: '"In his fil-ft dfefehe is tawdry^, as j,o)i 
inay ^ImiglfiiT: in the laft, he^'wegrs a rufty* black 
^at,'a'mAc^ 'tloek# a ilack wig with a Ramiliie, a 


'franicrifeeS uiefe epigrams frogi thf Evening Poft^ 
"l&C)ue%t' t-Fa'te tranfcribint': "' ' / ' 

' '--v9T%etH0.CVtbS{rk<JBii>i:-U-:i"-':' 


ti^^ 


:Wfa3i3op)fil(ition againil power prevailed ; 
*• When artful eloquence and bribery fail'd ; 
*• STimely you quit the fhip you could not fleer. 


«< 


J^'Dlfdam^jhe commons, and afcend a peer : 


" Confcious 
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•* Confcious that you dcferve to l/eeil or /wing, 
** You chafe the axe as nobler than the firing." 

<< The O-pFOsiTiON- ' 

, ** With huge Antawis as Alcldes ftrove, . 
/^ Xh« ion of- N^plune^ one, and ^e of Jove> 
^^ Oft aft he threw the g^an| ^n t|if gro^ir^d,- -r • 

.'* Jh' ui^wieldy naqaft^rx. fpr^ng .<>f pio^er fi^th, 
*' From ^£r i^d vigQUfj . as froin ker he'4 Urth.: 
*<,.&arag'43» the,he.ro 9 new^ zoethod tries; ■ - 
*' HigKiifts .in;air« aixd».as he mounts, he dies*'' 

,1 THj^NK the laft a g9od thought ^th^ $^ft ,A0t 
a ba4,one, and ^yhat , I have . had in my head f 
thoafand times. I (aw Mr. |^it2;herl;>^rt a^ Nando's» 
put chofe not to recoanoure h^in there^ though to 
aik after j0«« | pprpofe yraitipg oi> him at hjs 
lodgings for the fan^e ^nc}. Pray ,^ri;p foon to 
me. J wiih I co.uld fay more tp dcferve it froiji 
VQU — I wouli fain deviate from the common road 

* I • • J . ' 

in every letter 1 fend you ; but am fo^ very uniforiQ-, 
ly your friend, that I cannot vary my manner pf 
expre£ing how mufb 1 a|n fo, which i9 all A^y letters 
aim at. Adieu I 






XKVUi. Te 
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I 

XXVin. To the fame, with various ^Schemes of Com- 

pofidion. 

Dear Mr. Graves, Feb.. 15^43. 

YOU fay it i« no way unpleafing to you to re- 
ceive my letters ; if yda fay the thln^ that is 
not, the fku!t, like others, prc^uceHts owii punldi- 
nent.-^You! are nowMi^ 6if]/» c^¥rttpoMint/^ l do 
not know whUt i«aft»*Wyill«r Kai ^^ ^otf ^an^tng 
to write, tinlefs he thinks* -tlat' we ought not to 
trouble durfelve* about one anothct/but bend bur 
whole endeavours to mend our fortunes; though 
I do'nbt Irnio his imaginadohs. I was afratd, after 
what I hid fatd concerning /amefte/s in my laft, that 
you would interpret it to your own difa^vantage : 
but^as too lazy to 'write rny letter agaih, truftipg 
that I ccfuld deny the extent of my complaint to any 
One befidbs myfclf in fdme future letter. There ft 
as much variety in your genius, as fortune can intro- 
duce into your circumftanccs. ..■ - w. . 

Some tim* next week, do I piirpofe to fet out for 
London.' Th* reafons for my going at all do har'efy 
preponderate. I cannot, coufwntioujlyy print any 
ihingi *'\ have'iWo ot three little matters in hand : 
none that I am greatly fond of, much lefs that* are 
at all mature. One is, what you have feen, though 
ij i^5 mQr(|J,Ilate, " Flattery, or the fatal Exotic ;" 
' • ' F 2 fo 
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fo very quotidian and copious a fubjed, that I dif« 
like it entirely. Another, " Elegies in Haminond*^ 
** Metre," but upon real and natural fu bjedls ; this 
I have obje£tions to. A third, <' An Eflay on Re- 
•-* fervcj** the fubjedl genteel, I think, but fcarce 
ten lines iinifhed, A fburtl^, ** An Eflay, in blank 
** Verfe, on Occonpmy, with Advice to Poets «q 
*' that Heady concludieg with a ludicrous Defcrip* 
** t|on of a Poet's Apaxtment." I think it were 
better to ^nsfMir that focm .thiis» tp prevent its dsiSh* 
ing, like an ear^ep pot, againft Philips's filver vaiibt 
th<;mgh hfs hiunpur liesxhiefly in the language. My 
favourite fcheme is a poem, ifi blank verfe^ upon 
Rural EU^attce, including cafcades* temples, gro^pS| 
hermitages, green^-houfes, which introduces, n^y ^- 
Yorite epifode of the Spanifh lady (you will won-^ 
Act JlfoWf but I think ^<i4i^//^tp clofe the £ril ^ook* 
The next, running upon planting, ^c, will cn4 
with a villa terminated by an old abbey, vyhich ini^ 
troduces an epifode concerning the elfe^s of RomiOi 
power, interdifts, &c. in imitation of Lucretius'^ 
•* Plague of Athens," taken from Thucydides, Vir- 
gins Murrain, and Ovid's Peflilence, &c. The two 
epifodes in great forwar4n?f* ;-rbut, ala| ! I do not 
like formal didadic poetry, and ihall never he ablp 
to finifh aught i>ift this epifpfies, I doubt : unlefs I 
i^llow n^felf to treaj thfi. TpH in my e*w» i^an^eff. 
tranfiently<*-^as Can^lla ^ikiuii^^i over tjbe wheal*. 

I HAV^ 


I 

i 


LETTERS. $9 

I HAVE altered tlus ballad» you fee; I doubt, not 
to your mind:, but fend your criticifms, and I. will 
be all obedience. From* London I will fend you 
mine on your more important poem : your critique 
will" be important upon my filly affair; mine filly* 
I am afraid, upon your momentous one — ^bijt yo^i . 
do not think it momentous, as you ought. Direct 
to Nando's. I am , . 

Your moil iincere and affedionate friend 

and huQible iervant, 

W. S* 

I f^BsnOK whether I fhould be more unhappy 
in any m^ere mechanUd employment, for inftance^ 
making nails (which feems to deal as much in re^ 
pttition as'any trade), thai^I am in great part of my 
time when my head is unfit for ftudy.— My neigh- 
bour is gon^ to London, and has left me a legacy 
of franks ; (o 1 fhallbe able to return your poem, 
&c. at leaft by parcels. I ftrenuoufly purpofe to be 
there (or to fet out) next week ; but, as I am here 
at prefent, I think you ought to pay fome deference 
to th? w itartif^y at leaft to the centripetal force of 
matter, and direct to The Leafowes one more letter, 
_with your opinion concerning the various readings 
isr die trifle I inclofe, writing the firft pod that you 
well can. — Once mor-e adieal 

Feb. i6, I743> 

F 3 XXIX. To 


I I 


70 MR. S HEN STONE'S 


XXIX. To the fame. 

Dear Mr. Graves,. . *743» 

T^ R. Swift would not have ferupled to print your 
-■^ parody, with his name to it. Why ihouid yoil, 
without your name? I had a violent inclination to 
print it in a large folio, four leaves, price four- 
pence: but I dare not do it, for fear you iho«tld 
think it of evil importance with regard to the clergy. 
Y6q e>fcell me infinitely in a way in which I take 
m&fl' pleafure ; odd pi^urefque defcriptidn. Send 
me word whether I (hall print it or no-^and that 
right foon.— rl have lingered in town till now, and 
did not receive your letter till this morning. — I do 
liot know whether I (hall fend you with this letter a 
little thit^g whidi I wrote in an afternoon, aiid, with 
pYoper demands of being concealed as the author, fold 
for two guineas. Next time V am in town, I will 
get money Hke a haberdaflier. I will amu(e myfelf 
wi^ finding out the f>eople's weak fide, and fo fur- 
liilh them ^ixhfukdbh nonfenfe, — I would hare you 
<ib die i^me.-^Make ybur wit bear your charges. In- 
ieedi as to the little parody you fend, it' would fir' 
yOjUr reputation with men of fenfe as much as (great* 
ly more thkn) the whole tedious charaftcr of Parfbn 
Adiirts. \xtiA it* half a year ago^/the week after 
r came to town : but made Mr. Shtfckburgh take it 
again, imagining it altogether a very mean per- 
formance. 


' 
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fQtxnanc^^'^l liked a tenth. part pretty well; but, 
as Dryden lays of Horace, ^unjuftly), he (hews his' 
teeth without laughing : the greater part is unnaturai 
and tmbumorws* -It hau'ibme advocates; l:)uty Tob- 
ferve, thore not, <ruch aa I; ever eileemed tafteri. 
Finally^ nwhflt makes y»u aukavour to like it ? 

My pnnter waa prepacng hjisbiU for The SchooU 
ipiftrefsjcwhen I flopped him. ihort» w6th a hiotto 
goi to.D«dfley* who has not^yet reckoned with me 
for Hercules. Let the dtad bury their dtad^- Dn 
Youog's Complaint is the belt thing that has come 
out this ieafon (thefe tnnenty years. Pope fays) ex-^ 
cept mioe, for fo thinks every author, who does no( 
think prt3per to A^y fo : poor Pope's Uilory in. Cib* 
ber's Letter, aad the print of him upon the Mount 
of Love (the toarfefi is moft bttmorous)^ muft furely 
mortify him. Your £fter does me great honour to 
think my hint any thing ; but I am quite zealous 
in TDCf appfx>bation of that Scotch lady's hair. I 
wilt roit aim at oiintfs for the future ; it is cheaper 
to fellow tafte than faihion, and whoever he be that 
derotes himfi^lf to tafit will be 04^ of cour(e.--*You 
fend me the verfes on Lord Hay : they were haqked 
about town three months ago, and I faw them. 
Thetbwn tr certainly the Tceiie for a man of curiofi* 
t]^.-^I do not purpoTe to be long away ; but I muft 
think of retrenching.*^! have ten thoufand things 
to tell you, but I have not room. Such people as 

F 4 *w# 
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nM (bould meet s^ reguhdy to eompare ifOfitt as 
tradefmea do ta fettle acconnts, but olmier v th#re ^ 
is no good comes of long reckQoii^>;-*^I1lla)l £tf** 
get half— I tkink it Ibould be four d«ys in a fort* 
niigh^-^it would sot do ;-^it woald make one mtnifhl 
of, and confequestly more aneafy on aceottnt of, 
abfence. Every one gees polls, preferments, but my'»^ 
fe)f.rT^l«(othing bttt my ambition can let ma on a 
footing with thern^ and make me eafy; Come cheak 
lordly pride; &c. The dfevM. thought with tneift 
Hilton,. - ' r. 

** JII is not loll, th' unconquerable v^ijl, , 

^* And fludy never to fubqiit.ar yield.? . . 

I Have' been iii new companies ; but ffee no rea- 
fen to contradid my aflertion, that I find none t tike 
equally vnth\you> Adieu ! 


•<»»« 


J ^ XXX. Tp Mr. J^G^ fropi I^ondoa* 

'Dear friend, _ . ,. . . . . IH%* , 

I SHALL foni you bu| a vf ry few liaesy being: 
fa finch ii^fppied with a cold, thatlpan.fc^acc^v 
tell how tp coane^ a fent^n|:e» I am. J4|4 got iacq ^ 
lodgings at a gQldf/nith's-r a ^gtvom ' fiiii&tiafi» ^ 

; i you 


y«4i wilt fMf^fwmi ''. Aaiun ci» ilk^t, p^riUEi P* 
Not ro;*-Tfflr of ia^e I have not ib violent a, tafte 
£ar)tay3-as IJiawe had; and I caa lbok«vea on fiaufF* 
faeoc^ ** oculainetono." 

I/ONDOK ia really daageipus at thij time; the 
pick-fMlcfeeii^ faimerly caiMeat with mere fiithimg^ 
mksit ao-farople to fcaocib people 4awii ^th hkklg^oBs 
ia fhu^fwt vAi. t^ j^rr^m/jj and that at ao later 
hDiarthv»ei§hM>kiaekacn%]it: b« is the PiazeaSy 
Covantrgardehy -they con^e in lavge bodies, «mie4 
withi<ouieaus'« ia^l. attack i^ofe parties^ fo that the 
dangei of eeaiiagoat of the play-houfiu is of ibme 
weight ih dw-ttppefite fcale» when I am difpofed to, 
go to thenv^toirr than I <oi^ht.-^Thcie is apaen,! 
of this feafon, called *' The Pleafures of Imagina* 
<t tioD/' worth yoteff reading ; bat it ii» an expeafi've 
quarts; if h coipei out in a left fiae, I will bring \i. 
home itJth. iBe» ^ Miv Pope (as Mr. Ooting, who hat 
been w&di Loai S6liagbroke» iofiinns aw) is at th« 
psiflt' af 4eadl;-— My Imi: Caiteiea &id yeitekbif 
ia the hoofed ^ That the Erench and Spaniards ha4 
'* aAqallit jftti/i thegr woufal attempt a fecond in«ii 
<« fiafiQ&>"'**Thara il a new play aded at Drarf. 
Lane, ^' Mahomet,'* tranfiatcd fiom th^ French of. 
Vokaire ; bat I have no great opinion of the fub- 
jaft, or^ tlfe oiiginal author as a poet ; and my dif- 
fidenceri9.nuher tffl|iso¥ed by dieteftinioay of thoTe 
who have feen it.— I lodge between the two cofii?e-» 
, \ z houftsy 
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lioafes» GeorgeV and Nando's, fi) that I partake 
the expenfivenefs of both, as heretofore. I have 
DO acqoaintaiice in town, and but ilender induce* 
nent.to (lay ; and yet, probably, 1 ihail loiter here 
fcr a i9ontb* « 

• - • • * ^ • 1- • • 

T — H— wa« kaight^d agabft .US'' will^ aod had 
a ^eiaand ;na4e upon Ivim for ao hundred 'povad* 
before he could get out of St. J^inies'ft^ fo fysm. are. 
Sfh the U)Convei»encies of grajkdistasi**-H«>eanie out 
<|f the court, tn a v^tolent rage, *^ G-f-d<l Jack, .vvhat 
•f 4oft thinki r^I am knighted !<r-^the devil . of; a- 
f^ ,knight, e'f jdth !" I believe he ^wai ' finoere in hia 
^fguA ; fi>r there had 'been tioo barge^qaaitera knighN* 
CMlzn^his neighbourhood femrtiflieiiiefoit.; 

I SAW, coming iop, Lady Fane^a grotto, wkidii 
they fay, coft her five thoa£iad poBnda; .about 
thfee times as much a^ her. Jb$i^\u woiA* Jt it « 
very beautiful difpdfiuon of the fineft colk6bioi»'of 
fliiells I ever &«rv«*»MrJ Bowis's- wobdi^ which.- are 
finer.—- Mean time, if I had. three hundred /ponnds 
to lay out abont The Leafowes, I could bring my 
Mnbidon* to peaceable, tntns^i I aair^doer Sir, widi 
all affedbn, yours andMrs» Jago^ 


'« » 


W. Sh^^stokb. 

"WarrJE foon. It is this^ momefit "itched' that 

Popefe dcid. * ' 

XXXI. To 


XXXL To the farte. ' - 

Dear SIr» 1743** 

T L O N G heartily to talk over afBiirs mth yow 
-'- ///^ a ///« ; but am an utter etiemy to, the fatiguer 
•f tranfiuibing what ndght (^fi weU enoogh' in con- 
verfation.*— I flitU fay: nothing more coticemuig myi 
departnre from L— , than that it was neceflaiy, 
and therefore exctt(able;«-*i have'been iince with a 
gentleman upon the ixntlers of Wales, Bifhop'to 
Caftle^ from whence I made a digrelSon one day 
beyond OiFa's Dyke : faw mountains which converted 
all that I haJ feen into mole-hills ; and hoafes which, 
changed The Leafowes into Hampton Coart : where 
they talk of a glazed window as a piece of magni- 
ficence; and where their higheft idea- of his Mkn. 
jefty isy that he can ride in fuch a coach as 'Squire. 
Jones or 'Squire Payee's* The woman of the inn, 
at one place, faid, ** Glafs (in windows) was very 
** genteel, that it was i butlhe could not afford fuch 
*^ finery." 

Yq V agree with the reft of the married world in a* 
propenfity to make profelytes* Thia inclination Ia 
fome people gives one a kind of dread of the mat*, 
ter. They are ill-natured, and can only wi(h one 
in their own ftate becaufe they arp unhappy ; like 
peribns that have the plague, who, they fay, are ever 
6 defirous 
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deiirous to propagate the infedlion. I make a coii« 
traiy condufion when you Codoifiitttd marriage, as 
you feem to do, when you wifh Mifs — may recon- 
dle me to more than the nanu of wife. I know not 
what you^ have kei^d o^ e&y toiout; probably mor^ 
liian I can :thorougMy tonfirm to you. And what 
if I (hould iky to yotf , that marriage was not^ orice- 
the fnbjcft of our conv^rfation \ * 


Nee coQJugis unq.uam 




*^ Pragtendi twdas, aut bee in foedera veni.' 

V 

• « 

Do not you. thihk every thing in nature drangely. 
improved fSnce you Were married, from the tea-tabfa 

tb the nuarmi^ig-pdM ? 

* 

I WANT to fte Mrs. Jago's hand-writing, t^at I 
ilkay fudge of her temper; but fhe mufl write fome-r. 
thing in my priaife. Pray fee you to it, in your 

next letter. 

• ♦ ' ■ .. ' 

' r COULD parodize my Lord 'Caftefet^s letter from^ 
Dettingen, if I had it by me. ** Mrs. Arnold (thanks 
be praifed !) has ihi^ day. gained a. very conlidera- 
Hie viiftory. *fhe fcold lafted two hours. ' Mrs.^ 
S-^i-e was ported in the hall, and Mrs, Ai;nold upoii' 
•* the flair-cafe j which fuperiority of ground was of 
•* no fmall fervice to her in the engagement.. The 
^ fire^ hfied the whole fpace, without intermiffion 




«*at 


r 

*' at the clofe of which, the enemy was roated, and 
Did you hear the fong to the tane of ** The 


«. 


« « 


t ,1 • ••• 


'. ** The Baron Rood |?cWnd a tree, "'' " j^ 
** In woeful pligjit, for iiougl^t hearq tc 

. ''Oword of fear 1 . . .' ' . 

<* l/npleafing to a Ge^'n^an ejir,?* 

The notes' that fail upbn'the word "Cannon" cx- 
prefi the found with its echo adminlbly. 

. I SEND jrou my .paftoral elegy (pr Wlad, if you 
think that name inor^ pi'Oper)j on condition tha^ 
you return it wi$h ginipk remarki i^ your next letV 
ter : I fay •* return it," b^caufe I.h^yc no other copy, 

and am too indolent tQ take on^. Adieu I 

« * 

w. s. 


> t 
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XXXH* To Mr. Graves, defcribing his Sicuatlon', 

and $cate of Health, &c 


•* I 


Dear Mr. Graves, - The Lcafowcs. 

TO-MORROW morning I fct out for Ch^ten* 
ham, to m^e trial' of the waters there. I fhall, 
perhaps,^ add to/this letter at feveral.ftages, and 
conclude it at'thc *place to'>hichl am goings fo 
that, like thofe ^|*^rincjs, you may, perhaps, 'find it 
impregnated with' the hatufe'of.iill thofe places 
through which it pafle^; perhaps qdlte th^ coix« 
trary. . . 


* J % 


— — , if I i^Iftake not %he man, is an encourager 
of works of* taftt, &c. though I am going to in- 
ftance this oddly : *hfe was a heartj^ Hickler for my 
poem upon Mei^dile's at Bath, as "D. JagO fent me 
word. I^eriigHt'Was com'fSlaifanCe to Mr. Lyttel- 
. ton, with Whom, ' Charles,' &c. he is intimate, ifi' 
as I faid before, 1 do not miflake the perfbn. I flat- 
ter myfelf, I do not; and I hope that we two fhall 
ever find the fame perfons, or the fame' kind of per- 
fons, our friends, and alfo our enemies. 

Ip I get over this ill habit of body, depend upon 
It, I nviU have a rtvirtnd care of' tny health, as 
Sir John Falftaff advifes the Chief Juftice. I folvt ' 
all the'tempefls that difturb my conilittition into 
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moiml: U plagues me» firfl, in the fliapc of a bad 
appedtCy then Indigeflion, then lownefs of fpirita 
and a flux of pale water, and at night by watchinga^ . 
refklenhefs, twitchings of my nerves, or a fleep motp 
diilra£ted than the xnoft adive (late of watchfulfiers. 
But I think purging leifens all thefe fymptoms, w^ 
I trufl my fchcme that I am entering upon is rigb|,. 

I WAS on ^onday at Hagley, to wait on Mr. 
Ly ttelton, who was gone to Sir Jol|n Afllcy*s, to fee 
his grand edifice^— As to Mrs. Lyttelton, if her afy 
.fability is not artificial, I mean, if it does not owe 
its original (as it ought to do its managiment) to arl^ 
\ cannot conceive a perfon more. an)iafade ;<-«but>/^ 
and elegance cannot be feigned : to exhibit them, is 
to have thenu 

How is my fcng fct? Mifs Cf^fH/agjon procurcj^ 
it that favours but I- have never feenacopy,.nor knew 
of its being to be printed. Howard hfis fet another 
•of mine, which I received laft ppil; but. my hzxfp 

iichord is o|it,oif,ordjpr, a^id \ Jiave/Qun4 ao one y.c]t 
to. explain ^ the hieroglyphics ^ w^hich^ cpA^ey it. Y911 
may probably find it in fome future AUfnber of ^ 
Briti^ Orpheus. << By^e fide of a ftream, ^c." 

I AM in as good fpirits this inflant as ever I was 
in my life : only ** Mens turbiduni Isetatur." • My 
he^fl is a little confufed.; but I often think feripufiy^ 

that 
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that I ought to Bare the moft ardent aiidj&r/irf/Vif? 
gratitude (as the Metho^fH chufe to-expreTs thifif- 
felves) for the advantages that I have r- which; thougih 
not eminently fiiining, are fuck, to ipealc the truth, 
as fuit my pt^rticolar humour, ahd confeqacntly 
^eferve all kind of acknowledgcioerii. If a poet 
fiieuld a<Wr«ft hhitfelf to God • Almfgtrtj^, With tW: 
mod earned thanks for his goodnefs in allotting him 
an eftktc that was over-run witliihruGs, thickets, 
and coppices, v^Hejgated with BaVrrii 'rocks'* and pre- 
cipices,^ Of Abated thi^ee parts tfr-fbur' with lakes 
and inarfhes, yaAer than fuch'itf-eqtiarind-feffti^ 
'Ipdt'asthe " fon^ of nteh*' dtTfgHl ^ri /"to iny S^- 
-prehenfori, - Re ^t«W^W be 'girifty *of'iro'*abfdrfit)r.--i. 
^Bat of thisi hiive- compofed a* kind df prayer, irfS 
intend to write a little fpeculation oti the fubje<!l^; 
this kind of gratitude I afTuredly ought to have, 

, knd have. For Iny health, if oJifc'reBeftSj k ctJun- 
try-felfow*s'^ftbck xyf It '^^otifd^'be unfilf fbr folitude'j 
would difpdfe one'iiather 'to bodily iiit9^ «rid/wh3t ' 
Talftatf* 'talis in ?G{ni,'hffthl fe^uiti^s, thatr inctital 
icontempfations ; and'*wbu!d grvr -^oniB' tfe^t kind of 
'pain which fprings from impatiencev My conltktitiBli 
'Was givtn rte originally good j atitf'vJftw fegar^i* tb 

■ it now (arO. *arhwell fays)'^ What'am t'f-^^Wh'lt 
" / ha've made fny/cJf.^\ Or, to fpeak with Mil- 
ton, . • . 

» • 1 . - - * * .- V ' *• ' I • •• I ■ ' f • r 


:. ;.. . i "HiM.aftCf all difputcs . ' 

** Forc'd I abfolvc : all my evaiions vain, 
'* And rcafonings, tho' thro' mazes, only lead 
,**-Bttt to my own convi&ion. Firft and lail 
'' On me, mfi only, as the fourcc and fpring 
''Of all corruption, all the blamtf lights diie." 


Jhough Uus is .but vulgarly eicpreire4 in Milmi. 
neither^ . 

Jaco has befca here thi^ lafl week, and I drove 
£!m to Dudley Caflle, wiiich J long to ihew you : 
{ never hw it {fince 1 was the fize of my pjsu) be- 
^re': it has great romantic: beauty, though, perhaps 
Derbyihi|ie nviy render it of {mall note ia. your 
l^e* 

One is tempted to addrels the K— * as Harry the 
Eighth does his wife, mutatis mutandis ; 

** Go thy ways. G^rge ! 
f ^ Whoe'er he be that iball aiTert he has 
" A hol4»' king, let him in nought be truftej 
*• J'or ftyJcg filfc in that-!——" 

I DAYS a mind to write an pde in praife of him, 
and in rivalihip of Cibber.-«f-Mine ihould t^e of tho 
ballad ilyle and familiarity, as exprefling the fe^ti- 
ments of ^ perfon returning from a diilike to a 
(horough approbation of him, which feem9> 9t pre- 

V<J L. III. G frnt, 
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fent, the fenfe of the nation.-^ But herein I am not 

in earneft.*— 

f • . . • •• 

My pen has run on a whole page at random* 
It amufes m6 to encourage it, and fo I will try to 
get a frank. ..:..■ 

• 
*' I AM thrs moment arrived at Cheltenliam, after 
an expenfive and fatiguing journey. I called yefler- 
day ^t Mickleton ; faw the portico, and fnapj>ed up 
a bit of mutton at your brother's ; drank a ^1h of 
tea with Mifs 8 — ; and»in opppfition to the Itrongeft 
remonftrancesi perfifled in an endeavour . to reach 
Cheltenham after five o'clock. The confequenco 
was, that, about ten, I found royfeir travelling oaqJl 
again towards Stowe ; and had undoubtedly wander- 
ed all night in the dark, had I not been fortunately 
met by a waggoDcr's fervant, who brought me baclf 
to the worft inn but one I ever lay at, being his 
mailer's.^— Here I am : which is all I fliall fay in .t^is 

letter. 

■ • ■ . ♦ 

- ^ A^ieal 

W. S. 
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XXXIII. To Mr* }ag0» an tho f;Mne« 


•« r 


.Theteafowes, Satur^ay^ 
D^fiar Mr.'Jagd,' " " '' '/dly the 9th, 1743. ^ 

TT is not a contrived apology, or an excufe,* which 
"*' I am g,0ing to offer for the difappointn^^nts I 
have £iven you. I have actually,, be^A fo much oat 
of .order ever fince I wrote to you,, nay, ever fince 
\ formed 4^ <(^S^»of a Sunday /qxpeditkm to \fT^9 
that )t never has been in jAy >0<u;^/* to execute my 
intentions. M7 • vertigo ha^ -not^ ytt taken away^ mY 
fenfesj ^G/jd, fcriws how^foon it may do; Hut m)f 
nerves are in fuch a condition, that I can fcacce gef 
a wint of 'even difwdered reft for whole nights toge- 
ther. Majr^pu nevpr know the miferx^rf fuch 
involuntary, vigils ^ I ride every day almoft |o fa«. 
tigue J which only tends to inake my . want of ileep^ 
mort Jenfibie, and not in the le^ to remove it. { 
)i3Lve/pirfts all day, good, ones ; though my head is 
dizjsy, aiiJInever enterprize any ftudy of greater 
fabtlety l^an k news-paper. I cannot fay the journey 
to L— r: — would be at all formidable to me ; for I 
ride about fifteen miles, as I compute it, every day 
before dinner* But the nights from home would 
be infupportable to me. I have fatigued Mrs. Ar- 
tiold^s afliduity, to the injury of her health ; by 6c- 
cafioning' her to fit in my room a'nights, light my 
Vindle, put' it ' o\it £gain, make me* perfpiratory 
^ ' ' G 2 wheys, 


U MR. £ttEKS-T ONE'S 

I,' ... 

wheysy and flops ; and am amafed by the moft filly 
animadveriibns ihe-is capaUe of making. I never 
knew hct »fefaln6{^ till- iiWf >bftit*t iu^ f^fcr her 
to all oi htr Jlation^ If I get over this diferder, con* 
cerning which I haye bad appreheofions, you juay 
depend upon feeing me the firft Sunday I dare veiu 
ture fofth. I hope jr^ir con thiue mending.'" Thet)^ 
hefit of riding is only not univerfal, and would cur^ 
me too, could I but make one previous advance to-' 
wards health. Have you tried cold-bathing? Per^ 
haps it may not ftiit your cafe. I wi(h I had not 
clropt it. I take my fluQuation of nerves to be 
<ku{ed, as that of the fei. is, by wind*; which I am 
tontinually pumping up^ .';ind yet £nd it flill renew* 
ed< When I am juH; finking to ileep,. a fiidden 
twitch of X£iy nerves calls me back again--;to wajtch* 
fulrieft and vexation t I cohfider myfelf as in the 
ftate of the philofopher, who held a bullet betwixt 
^is finger and thumb, which, whenever he was abont 
fb nody wais ordered fo as to fall into a large brats 
pah,' an4 wake him— diat he might purfue his lucu- 
brations. , 

I WILL mention one circumllance regarding the 
weaknefs of my nerves ;— and not my fpirits^ for 
t told you tho{e were ^^lerable,:-— the Jeaft noife that 
is, even the falling of a fire^£fiovel.uppn the ^oor, 
if it happen unexpeAedly, Ihocks nay whole fnuBe| 
and I adlually believe that a gun fired behind mj 

bacfc 


?. 
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back, tuawaret, aoudft the ftillnefs of the mgh^ 
would go «rar to kill se with its neife*. , . . 

I AM juft foing to bed ; aid dare not be- my "more 
; i t |c n t i v e, aalkope to dofe nsjf eyes foraoiipiHe^ 
Sofai^yon welll ^ * i 

; 

, It is now fix o'clock in the morning, and I liave 
liad abbot, five hours middling fleep } which enco»- 
Vages me greatly :^fo I ynR.iojie to be able to fee 
^oo nesct Sunday fevennight.. 

What think you of the' battle ? Are not yoji 
ib much in Ipve with our King^ that you could find 
IB your heart toTerve hiin ' in any , profitable poft he 
might a^gn you ? , ; . . ,• 

Ca+t, L— -*- Is vi^otmded in tlie thigh* 

When I ride in my chair round my neighbour- 
Jbodd»{ am us ^miich ftai«d and wondered at, is A 
.giaat. wolU be that fhould walk through Pall^maik 
Mf mdMe* U at Jetifi mt niicooiaioii heveaboots t^ 
-ftUasiaag «(Maet* , My chief pAeafiue lies in fixuiiag 
ittt ft .thwflwid i9ads» ^ ddi^ht&I Utile haimts 
jkai ]biiJie«i wfaic& { liefer ^e9mt of: ejgttgiottf 
iWttacles; '^di tnbft intcompara^e bye-lanes ^ where 
itii^ a$ieiWteaUy kft »yfdf witjiin a mile of hom^ 
^ if! I M^^'lMightei in the defiutar of^ Jiiabia, 

Adietti ' : 

.> t Gj • XXXIV. Ti 
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> ■ 
XXXIV. To Mr. GRAVEs/'wnt'teA in*ftay-bai-^erf. 

-• . . . i 

^ peirlVtr. Graves, • - • "'• - ""•°)dly-i;t;/43. 


T DID not part from you without a jt^a:/ deaiot 
-■- melancholy. To think of the J^ort duration df 
thofe interviews which .ara the .oUeQs of one's (wr- 
^/«^ii/ wlflies^ hs^ been a, riefleflion that IKas p]ague4 
me of old I I am (lire I' returned home * witK it then; 
more aggravated, ^ I forefaw n(iyfcir returning lo 
the £une feries of melancholy hours'Trom which yoti 
had a while. nliev,ed me^ md which I,h^4 partiodftrly 


one. But the odds are infinitely ^'againll sne*- 1 

muft only r^ly *<w ayrh^W!*?^ 
never-ceaiing correfpondence I 

/ Soon after you weVc gotic, I receivwl >my |)acketL 
The hiftbry of Worceflerfliire ' is mere i l*ff*^ //litt*-^ 
i^m fdfond of, that, I 'beKeve^ I ftaiiWvcbie pilit 
bf ^the colleaibn bbtihi^oVfetf '^agifti, il^wdy imifcft](ji». 
Vat^; iBUt fure Hammo<i« tes Ao rigflftdnhe Itik 
*iw«//W m^iit^ as th^pr^efacfe-wricer woiJdinAnttate. 
I W'not thint tmt'ir%'M^ ihiu^t;^bf 'Mfty 
eminence; that is fToi ma-rflp ttatiftM:^ f *"Wh 
aftOfiifhed'he^cottM confent^hWfeif >!^^^ fc lifr 

llcan ongioal. v. v ** - -^ * 
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«. Mm: hftbtitxm and hit My Are at H^l^. A 
maltgAant catcrpiikr hat. demoliflicd the bcftUty of 
all our ^r^ oaks. Mine are fecured by their lit- 
ileaafil** Bot; I gueft» the park fufiers ; a k^ge w^ 
iiear mt being a mere wix»cer piece for nake3ne& 

At prefent* I give inyfelf up to ridii^ and thcught- 
leflnef^s being refblved to^make trial oitbetr e^qacy 
towards a tolerable degree of health and fpirits^ 
I wi(h I had you for my director. I fhould proceed 
with great confidence of fuccefs ; though t am 
brought stry low )dj two or. three fits .of -a fever 
fince I faw you. Had I written to you in the niidil 
of my dir^irited condition, as I was gotng> yoii would 
have &ad a more tender and unaffe^led letter than' 
I can write at another time : what I think > perhaps, 
at all' times % but what ficknefs can alone elicit from 
a tepper fearful of whining. 

SvRBLT the *' nunc fbrmofiinmus annas" is to be 

limited to hay-harveA« I could give my reafons : but 

you will imagine them, to be, the, a^ivity of country 

people in a pleafing employment ; the full verdure 

of the fummer; the prime of pinks, woodbines, jaf- 

' Allies, &c. 1 am old; ycry old; for few things 

,.^/M me fo: much mechanical pleafure as lolUng oiiT a 

;. bi^k. in. ihff very heat . of the fun, 

. . *^ Whca the old eome forth to play 
^ On^ fun4hiiie holiday—^' 

. O 4 ^ And 


*. i 
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And yet it is as maeh as I can do to keep Mru Ar* 
fiold.fri»i going t9tAei|^o«irij]^.iioii&s inlici (mAk^ 
inde^ite ofdenacy wA Ay tanAiw^tffinywhttfawR 

I waa. Uj^ istaHsiig <lie accoiMt of tiMi battk^ ( 
fMind i| very fenfible pleafure, or, a$ the Methodius' 
term it, j>erceiVe4 nf^ ^^^^ tnlarged^ 9c<^. . T^e i^ap 
yoii fen| me is ft \pi^<^tty kind of /^, bat does not 
Enough partidularize t&e fceoes of the war, &c^ yvhic{k 
' lyas tbe end I had in view when I Xent for it» 

•« O DviA ineifeitrtn ilia!** Aly«)ut half- the aA. 
petite, digcftion, ftrenjth, fpirits, &c. of a mower> 
would make me the hdppieft of mortals ! I nloald be 
mnderftood !iteraily, uml precifely* \^ 

. . Adieu.! . 

• •• . ■ »» » ^ * V ' "t t. * 
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X^3t Vi To the Came, itfter the DirappoiiitmcMt t£ 
'• » a Vifit. ' t 1 


» c ' 1» 


DeaF.Sir» ., t^74l* 

£T^'4lyif ^em^ffttd to begin my letMP av'MioMA^ 
^ does his harangue. ^< M^i'ka me MdttaliftfiJ i 
** vobis, niiiidAtiili virmtisiMArstOVfdJi'ifcxfuperet." 
—You contrive* lAieriueav^ .^ jUhmIK A^^Uunute's du- 

i .% 6 :. J . ratios; 
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nffBbiV'jmt ; fddcfet^ mt '^tl^ i^e tiind ttiat yoii^ 
jM»(X»dM!g» uer-BM» veiaxmuiy ioTck we^W bear 
tciUmony to the ineftimable^Tatiieof «|^^a^ip^t 
I do infifk open it, that yoa ought to compound for 
$Am *ikinpfMmmnr'yovi iuAne cwiild we, bya^Stle 
letter e^idry fo^yo^ ftay in tow a. ' TAaU now Ibftrct 
Atfr ^%:€kft iyikt "" {wxmcfy 0t tftiag u lbo*tiit'^ 
4md thea f majr 'ptobablf take occafi«9n'46 tfik yoii^ 
iOiXeir pntteaKxir of foeiiig Derli^lhi«>e.: iTrwh is^ yt)d^ 
ftiati htefit ^IftrutnM'Jdme ccBiDfkf t» fk^'^hcHOi^nsil 
fla<e». i am gfOMlbl for yoar initmio^tf wiTli>6» 
fafd to l^ittg me pan oF them, znS ithpertinettt 
in deiiring you to convey tliem tome ^-foon afs 
you can well fpare them. Let me know if they are 
ibid feparately at the print-fhops. 1 thmk to fc- 
coi^end^theoi to, lay «ew ac^uaiat^^e, Mr. Lyt- 
telton Brown. I like the humour of the ballad yq]i 
tnention, bat ^ia more obliged for your .partial} opW 
nion of me. The notes that fall upon the word 
•^-Oannon, OaSnon/* arc iidmirabTy 4«preffitre bf "die 
found, I dare fay 'i I* nesn^ jointly with its echo ; 
and fo» I fuppofcy you will think, if you ever at« 
tended to the Tower*guns. I find I cannot afford 
to go to Bath previonily to my London-journey; 
though I look upon it as a proper method to make 
my refidence in town more agreeable* I (hall,, pro- 
bably^ be there about the firft of December ;« or be* 
fbre» if I can accelerate my friend Whiftler's joor&ey,. 
«T .iV-^ZX Thf 


^ MIL. .«H!£IffSTa»fS'S 

f 

Tlie pttt'i:wnis with is tke'Jlma&ii^wgmt%hU of 
peiui rBut I have little eKja-^tphbf; only tU»-r* 
-ihftt our g^d' friend Jack.'DoltfHui ^ de»L«t ^ 
di:t4g^x tU ;fathcr*s benefice. • t 

I'B£o>-if you have leifui^y yov «wo«U inckife srit 
» ft frank the. followtng iangh r^KHk the^fwuifs: 
/• StdU aad Fhria,*» " Gentle ^Jefijr,*^ *« Syhria, wtk 
/* thott wafle, thy prime?" atid any other that itf rievqw 
I (hould 'be.g;fad of that f»imbet of dte BritifliOn* 
^h^5 vrihicb ha9* my ibng ifl[ it^.i£:it^ does not coft 
above fix^pencfi..; Make nty^ ' compUntenU to yo^ 
4brodier aad fiftef ; and believe me, inthe'comiBOa 

Ibrms, but in no common degree* • : 

.. ■ « • • 

• ... 

•PearjMr. Grafves's 
..... ^ Moil affe^onafte friend and fervant, - 

' • V • • -^ . .' ' If 

• J . » . • . • ^ 

TheLcafowes, ]W..Shenstoiii^« 

Nov, 9th, 1743. • .' 


> •• • 


Do writeoat tjie whole^ ballad of f< The Banm food 

, . . f*« behittd a tree,!' >' 


1 ^ * 
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XXXVI. To the fame, on the Receipt of a Pfcfcnt 


of Prints* 


<» » r ♦•«•»• 


Dear Sir,« ' The Leafowes, Dec. 23, 174/. 

iXTP U aw ,i«a&nably jhavf csQi^d a lettec b^ 
ii . .fef? QOWj^ eii^er aa an adcAq^ledgexQcnt for 
jrooT ge^ktad p«eii:iU« or at/ le^ft^ by .waXjOf inforjyx^ 
.¥» Jfc« iX %a4 cccfiy;cd it. T1»R fif^ts ^hare giyc^ 
mq. a p)$^ia;i^,,..wh^|i^ .however cpqii^exailile^. wo^ 
iooii have lai^iihcH,; if I ^ad. bougtu th^m^^^;^ 
A»5 >»t wMfNi*^ npiy. built;, jipqn the eaeiKm\j[ 
have for , the giyer, aad; cannQt^^veai^oire^durablp 
|buiidatioii.«r«Aa for the reft, I am nioil^eafed with 
$he vie«v of MMlo^k, aoii fl|aU,h^>({,|^^peace pf 
JBij^d till I hay^ fteii.the original.. I. have been gild,- 
4|ig |he frames, lUkd wifliiag all the while for yoiir 
^^ompany. , ^ 

^'fl%ti.i; aher^dH Ballad! accardb^to yMr^iArkeJ 
dividing it into thrte patta^and adding a danza or 
two to the fliorteft/fome time or other* I have had 
jbo opporttmky of laying the tunes. *' Amo's vale!* 
lias pretty -words, and recommends itfelf to oae^^ 
itoagiftatioa by the probability that it was wriitMi 
^11 a real ocitafion-^the fimilitude of rhimes in tht 
clofe iaexciifable* For all that has* been the fa^eft 
.«f my If^ter hithcno* as the country people fay, I 
/. can 
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can but tbank yoa, and I do veiy fiacerdy ;* tliongk 
as to the fonjgs 1 will iv^pay yoo.^ 

• * - . » . . - , . 

I HAVE your poem'by Iric, Which I have read often 
witKthiB.grca«ft^i^«&i«., i^ave many^^fc/vapona 
to make; and' only defer the coramuxncation till I 
liHow whfthcT yoit liav^a copy "at TiffiiijftoH tol||?a 
to. 1 think, the rirbft fo/ite und fmfMi tltfc tcf it 
would run tKns : ** The VflFa, a-Peem; ^ontainingi 
^ Sfceteh of *thtf. pfeicnt ^ifaftc 'in 'Ritfift ^Ettb^MMiu 
^*ments,''i«»ittetti!4i^4o.''' Yfeteffrtfiiteltt^rfpif* 
Hy'ftimight xkssMli the cfofe r •odierivifi^ is 6n nte-iKt 
V;o)j'nt lb bef adhiftted. ' Paitloti ixif ftti^ifi'; \Mt%\ 

'^ink, thetie is no inanher ^ becdli^^ti ibir a ]krilii^'t 
^d thofe fb-okes, "whiifbl kw^ tV*be>^teaf iiiO(ieft^$& 
jbuy the world vriH undoubtedly impiite toaHMUtMi. 
-«— Jf yon giire uie encouragemeWr, f ^H^ lie Very Mt^ 
nute m my critierfmsy aHowinj^ y^ «to rejeft- tej|4l 
one that you admit of. • i''«» >-> 

. Wm sTif A is sbiio to, BliSoli Abd 'to bilfc^i Ine. 
'-^1 faid, ke is goae 3 but, I beUev^i j»e if only ilp{]^ 
%oing -^r linger at boaae, in h4)pef| . 9^ gle^ii^ i|p. ^ 
Ittde iiealtK, and through a dread 'of ik<»ifif iUii^i.ii 
^ace «rliere:I can be lefs aitetxled 09^*^-1 ca» i:o»tih 
vaniXyJmtom fiiinetlnsg in my pfief:edtf)g <ii^ i)b«i; 
1/^iai, diibrdefi me) fe dbtft I am^ceftteftily ia bojMi 
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, " Prima fogit^ ittbe^itt porbir---r'^ ; 

Whsn I was ^ fchooil-boy» I nevfi|knew there ^^trnt., 
CMj/ucb thii^ as pcrfpiration ; and. n^pw* half my tiw 
Is take^ up in co|iiidering thf immediate coiiue;;ciQii 
betwixt tLat ai^d health, ^d endeavouring to promoted 

Mr* Lyttjplton has built a kind of alcove in hit 
park» infcribed, '5 sed£s contemplationis/' near 
b^ hern|iuge% . Viider the a£;>rdaid inftriptioii is 
** OMNIA VANiTAS :'*-r-the fides .9;rQam^nted' wit^ 
iheeps-bone8» jaws, fculls» &c. feftoon-wife. In a 
nitcb over it, an owl. 

ff 

As to'lchemcs/r have none with regard to the 
ymoAAf. stomen^ or books. And I hate, and have 
deferred writing to you (for fome days) for that rea- 
son. I am itck of-exhibieiftg fe- -mtieh fameRefs:*-— 
I am conHantly poring over fome Claflic, which I 
ionfider as one of Idlenefs's better fhapes. But I 
am impatient to be doing fdmething that may tend 
to better my iituation in fome refpe<fl or other. It 
is emouragement can alone infpire one. '^ 

r ** Multa ic prsclare minantea . ., ... 

*f Vivere, nsec re^if ntc/uaviter ■ * ■'* . . . . , 

ej^prefles the whote of me. Thns my epMks pei^ 
f/ptttt in the pbdftixe ftyle j and I^qveftioa whether 
• . the 


• * • > 

the figlit of tMen '(Mr tubtt'tfi.^ow^ g)te you- the 
vmpours. I Hsvc'sn- d€ an^t i^at vifits ¥ne*rdm«- 
timesy whofe coDvvrfttion is the, perfed ooanterpart 
of them. She fhalf fetch a long-winded iigfa ^Ith 
Br. Young for a wager; though I fee i&/> Sufpirisf 
are not yet fitfilhedV He has r^/^;}/?// into/* Night 
•• the Fifth.** 1 take his cafi^ to be wind in a great 
nuBafure^ and wonki adviie him to takfc rhubarb in 
powder, wit)i a. little nut^ieg gratisd amongft it> &9 

lap. . • • . , . . c ... 


' n 


■ Deak Mr. G*^, write down to me.; aad'beiievt 
tnetobetinvanably, ; ^ .,.. . .r,i ; 




Your moll fincere . 

$^nd ol^lig^frMHidy&c* 

W« Shemstone; 
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>XXX VII. To the fame; with Otfcrvations en Hyr 

pocrify, &c. 

.• • • ,^ 

Dear Sir, 174^- 

YO U muft. know, my laft letter to you was 
written "before I received yoiirs from Tiffing^on ; 
and I ihould take fhame upon myfelf for not ahfwer- 
ing it| ^erelnot fUrniflied with this e:i^cufe — rh#t 
1 waited for a fiaak for you.^^H^te ^ut but fe^ 
• things 
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thiiigs rftayc to ii^ to you, knd fuch w ai^"n6t*wbrtli 
tran^ibing; yit, is our diil^nce from bop another 
Inquires; ity^I will icrawl them over as negligently as^ 
lean, to let you fee I lay iaoSre^'upon thcmi 
A good, excufe for laziuefs i you will fay : and lazy 
enough I aih, G6d knows !— I bellevi^, any one who 
knows me thoi^)ugliIy will think, thit the/e' never 
jvasib grcsCt aft inconiiftence as there is Betwixt my 
ivords (in my poem)* and tey a£tions.~Thls is what 
^e W(^rld calls hypdcrify, and is determined to look 
t(pon with peculiar aveffion. But, I think, the hy- 
pocnie is a i&ar^good chiira^'er; A ma^ certainly,* 
con^dering the force of precedent, deferves feme praif<f 
^ who keeps up appearances^ and is, no doubt, as 

much to be commended for talking lietter 'than he 
a<Els,.as he is to be blamed for a£lv)g worfe than he 
talks. ' So puch for cafuillry. I'would feem, ybu 
iniift know, to have ibme meritorious views in talk- 
ing virtuouffy^ but who does not know that every, 
one who writes poetry looks diredly with liis face 
towards .praiife, and whatever, elfe his eye takes in 
is viewed obliquely ? Pxaife, as I faid to foible-con- 
feffingW— , IS the defired, the npted, and'tJie ade^ 
quate reward of poetry' ; in which foijt he that re- 
wards me. Heaven reward him, a$ Sir John Falftafp- 
6ys. There is ibmpthing; very vain in repeating 
my own flyings i . but I could not c6nfc;iftnt;iau'l!y 
ufe a Joke to you. which I.had ufej\ in- another le^^ 
ter, without owiung it. — In ihof t, It. Is neceCary to 
i ' 1 * have 
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have feme eartUj aim iir^iew $ the nesct world* 
-Whether it be ii\ reality near or far offj is flwa^f 
/gen at a diftance. . All that, the generality ^ of j^ouijjg 
-people can dq is, to aft €onMeHi^\'wit^ t^Ltxf /^xj 
peflations were. Wow, .thougn fan;ie, &c. he^obvi- 
ouHy enough in the, ^ye o( reafQt), difTatisfaftpry^^ 
yet it is, proper enough to fu^er one's felf' (q t>^ 4^<| 
luded with, the hopes of it, that is^. it js Pr<^ex 
to cherifh ibme worldly hopes, that one ^^X #vQid 
impatience, fpleen, and one ibrt^of i/^a/r.«v I o^eaA' 
that of having no b^pes l^ere, ^CQ^U^e one feps ^- 
thing here that, Jef^rves. tbcnii,^.^f I \verq in your 
cafe, I would make all the ^fhxts.}, was ^ble towpd^ 
being a Biihop. That fliould be my earthly aim; 
not but I would zB, with (b much indiiference as to 
bear all difappointment unconcernedly-^as, t dare 
fay, you will.— There is bvit one. paffion that I' put 
iipion an equally (prightly footing with ambition, 
and that is love ; which, as it regularly lends to ma<! 
Itrimony, requires certain favours' from fortune and 
/circumftance to render it proper' to indulge in.— 
By this time you think me erased— as it often hap* 
pens td me to doubt, ferioufy^ whether I am not ; 
but if it be the ** mentis gratiflimus error,*** I ^o 
not mind* You are very obliging to endeavour *tp 
continue my madnefs and vanity.-*! fhould be as 
glad to fee Mr. Graves your brother as any one I 
know: I live in a manner wherein h^ would find many 
things to exercife his good-nature* 


' If ,fiyT..T ift » % 97 

Pamela would have madcoiie.|;ood volume: and! 
wonder the au|lM>r» who hasibme nice natural ilrokes, 
fhould not l^^fenfe enough to fee that. — I beg you 
will colled aU. jhe hintB» &c. of your own, or others* 
that yo(4' think may tend to the inaprovement of my 
poem, again^ winter ; that you would mention any 
flat Un^t .^* Write me word feme time ere you- 
comc over ; but write ti> me immediately. I am 


* i 


Touri faithfully, 

W. Shbkstoks. 


XXXVin. To a Friend, with a Parody, ^ 

The Leafowet, 
Dear Sir, . . March i, 1743-4. 

1^7^ Q U are . upon very ^W terma with me, and 
-*- Amfi been all along. I gueiled the cauiei of 
your iilence, and have been iinCtrtly forry for them ; 
not however that I did not believe you were more 
happy than any- one in* the world whp ia neither a 
lover nor a p9eti though not able to turn himfelf > 
for money-baga.— -I ast really going to London ; and 
am about the pur^hafe of aQ elegant pair of pi^ls 
from Birmingham. I indulge myfelf in thia expence, 
bccaufe they fliaU ferve in two^apacidea; one while 
V6l. III. H to 
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to gaf nifh my chair, another while my horfe. And^ 
fome time next week you will probably fee' your old 
friend on horfe-back, armed Mt mil fanfff aad a5 
▼ery a knight to all appearance as any body. 


^*< WelU thy fay ihr Owl was a ^aker^s Daagh^ 

•c fg^.^ffne knows *what one tif but one does ntt kmna 
^ <what one shall be^ Ophelia in Hamlet. 

But I digrc6» If I j«i! call to fte you, God for- 
bid that I ihould be bi^rthcafome to you* I will 
fend my horfes to H — » and lodge there, or fome- 
where. Bat I am perfeAly impatient to nnbolbnt 
my foul CQ yQa» and to {be Mra^ JagOp wkom I (hn«ld 
have mentioned iirft. Wednefday or Tuefday ia^ 
deed feems the moil likely day^««.TkpMh, I am ROt 
fure ; nor do yott confine yourfel£ 

FooR Mariett! / toa am emaciated ;'bttt I hope, 
by moans of feme waras weather, to -aeqinre pirn 

d'ifnkon^imt, I deign to ClJSt ttpOH kiOly WOt ke6p 

Iiim in countcnan^. 




My ballad, in tkt midft'of yovr* hitivy,' mtfit ap* 
pear as- ridkahoa» a» Cinna t^ peer does, wkea 
h« fwoai^ aoiking but dea^ {NttM reftsain }&» fftonr* 
addM^ng BmtM and Cufllvs (and tkat tb^ R%}it 
before the battk) with twa deggrel imfes'-^nid tkdir 
t ke werft I lsM» evei^ read ; , aad iJm laake^ tbr Mte^ 

Ae 
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the more juft. I^c is i)pw agooddeatmeta^iocplkp/ed. 
Your parodjr IS prodigioui}y droll : the'firft lijijB de-.% 

llffhts me i i think I coald fcu!ni(h Mrs. K wi tit, 

as good mottoes, and as cheap, though I ky it^ as - 
any-body; but, ala^l^' Did I fend you the follow-* 
ing parody or fiOj befpre ? I believe not. Le voiUt / - 


» » 


*« When firil^ Philander, firft I came 
** Where Avon rolls his winding ftream, 
^ The^iiym jihs — hd# Mfk f the (wains— how gay ! 
** To fee J/tria, Queen of May !— 
" The parfons round, her praiie9 fung! 
^ The l^eeples, with her j>rai(et rung !— ^ 
I thought — no fight, that e'er was feeu. 
Could match the fight of fiarel's-gxeen I 




** But n0nv, fince old Eugnuo dyM— > « 
•** The chief of poets, and the pride— 
•^ IWW^, itte^H^riiairdis in vaiit afpire 
*^Tortaife theii-vtofet*, totuhe thdr lyre! 
''' «i*TBfelrkJ^ely fekfotf, rt6W,vis o'er! 
' ^* ^^Y not», f\eid&6) plcsffe no niore !— 
*- «*Woriho« A8eria*?fA51cs'afe fccn !-^^-^ 
, •--i^Adfedi-^thte'Meec^ ofB«tl*s-grefen !— ^'^ 

"'ft if it tdntl'Of emdT^, fbextttK k:-^You hat^ 


^ J \ 
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r A Kf taking part of my farm upon nay jiands, to; 
fee if lean fuccced as aYarhier; — but f stn^' alVaid I 
tm uiider tht fentence, " .Ah<f^ bekold, whatfocvcr he 
•* tatkfetlrirf h'and/it lhail/«<»i pKofpcr." ;'*.'; , - 


L t I 


My good friend, I fiiicerely confide, that, however' 
we may be feparaied^ no time Ihall extenuate our mu- 
tual friendfhrp. I art ■ - : " 

, Your 2etl0W| j^aferviceaUe fcfctdl^ 

W. SH£NST0NE. 


' . % 


' \ • 


XXXIX. To Mr. Graves, on Social Happinefs. 

*• ■ ■ * ♦.■••■ * 

Dear Mr. Graves, About 1745. 

np H £ R E is not « fy UabU yon td) me c^A^f sfting 
•^ yourfelf in your 1^^ letter» but w]iat applied 
^o me is moil literally ^^ue^ I am S^&\>1(^ ^t the 
daily prqgreis I ;nake towai^^ iiifigpific;anpy>»;uid 
it will not be many yws .before you ice jA^.nr* 
rived at the gg.fiJi^ ukra^ I ipclieve it is ^btplut^y 
impofllble for ihe to acquire a con&derable degree 
9fkA0\ylfdge^ though 1 can uAderftfUid,diiiig9 well 
enough at the time I road thenu I remember a 
preach$f at St. Mary's (I think it was Mr. £^) 
9adf a notable diilinj^n betwixt affrebenjkn and 


< 
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iomf'tiiii^an^ If' ttk^reT fit a real difference, ' pfo* 
bably it^ nay find a pIa<Se in the expficatton of my 
genitis. I'^vy-y'ou'a g<iod gtmral infight into the 
writings of the learned. I mail aim' at nothing 
higher than a well-concealed ignt>rance.-^I was think- 
ing, upon reading yovr \t\ttTt fwhcn it Was thftt yoa 
and Mr. Whiftler and! went put of ther6ad o^hap- 
pinefs* It certainly was where we firft deviated 
fhott Che tttmpike-road-of Ufe.' Wives, children, 
alliiutQM/ vlfiUi Ue. tx^ neieeffiity- objects of oar fo- 
ciat* paflUms ; and wheth^er br' no w^ can, through 
particttlar circnmftances, be happy *withy I think it 
plain enough that it it not poilible to be happy <wi^ 
§ut them. All alttachnleiits^ to inanimate beauties, 
to cnriofitiesy arid ornaments, fatiate us prefently.—s* 
The fanciful tribe has the difadvkntage to be natural- 
ly prone to err in the choice of /afiiTtg plea fu res : 
and wfiett oor paffions hate habitually wandered, 
it it too difficult to reduce them into their proper 
diancdt* When this is the cafe, nothing- but the 
change op variety of amufeinents (lands any chance 
to mftkc us eafy, and it is not long ere the whole 
^)Mies is'^haufted. i agree with you entirely in 
the ne^eiBty of zJbdaUe life in order to be happy : 
I do not think it much a paradox, that any com^^ 
p9itlf iil 'better dtan none. I think it obvioiis enough 
as to the prefent hotir ; and as to any future influence, 
folitude has exceeding favage effeds on our dif- 
pofitiotts,— I have wrote out my elegy : I lay no man- 

H 3 ner 
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ner of firefi b^t upon the j^, of it.«— WouU it 
not he 2L good kind of motto« applied to ^.perfoa 
you knowt tlxat might b^ takc^ from wbatis .bid of 
Ofbilia in Hamlet^ 

" I tell tbce, feithlcfs pricft I 
** A miniftring angel (hall Opbelia be . 
** When thou art howKng,'^ 

I HAVE amuifd myfelf often with tbia. %epft of 
V writing iince yon faw me i partly jco divcgrt my pn^eai 

impaiiemet and partjy^ as k will be a p^fturi^ of moft 
that paflfcs in my mind $ a portrait which ^^^ majr 
v^ue. — I fhould be glad pf your pro&Ie ; if yon iiav^ 
objections, I drop my reqneft.*^! Aould b^ heartily 
glad if you would come and live with nit» kt any 
fpace of time that you could find convdnknt. fiiu;t 
} will depend on your coming over with IVlr. Whiftler 
in the fpring. I may poiibly (ak^ a jauaifc toward! 
yon ere long : the rp^d would iiimiih me out fian* 
vifits ; ai^d, by the time I reached you, pcrfaapsi 
afford me a kind of dkaax of happtncfs. if I do 
not, I ihall perhaps be a -littk titne aa B^thi I 
do not fpeak of this laft a9 a fcheme from w^uch I 
entertain great cxpejflations of pleafure. It ia^rlong 
fince I have confidered myfelf as unfioffe. Theoi^tr/^ 
will not perhaps condd^r, me in that light puti^^ 
tilllhav^ married my maid, A4ieul ... 


5^1.. To 
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XL* To Ae fame, with Obfervations on the Re-. 
bellioiiy and its probable Confequences. 

' " ' The Leafowcs, 
Dear Mr* Oraves, Nov. %if 1745. 

M¥" Kft, for a»ght: I fe^ wiH pafs away jnft 
ta k Im done, without introducing Aiificieht 
impil6/venient into my cli'cumftances to give a chear- 
fiil caft to my correfpondence. In '^w^? rcfpef^; in* 
regard to ihy- inviolable frieftdftip for jcu, t hopa 
yott vAW hear with fbme fatitfaSion that I contiim^ 
IKll the fain6. And this kind* of identity, I think/ 1 
<Miki pfomile you, though every crrciimftancc in mf 
IbrCQn^ e^^y particle of my body, were changed j 
and others, ever -lb heterogeneous, fttbftitnted in 
their place. After this, it would be no compliment 
to* fey/ drtiit the frttendtd heir to the(e kingdoms 
iouid'udc aflfer tc, were he to fubvert the Britifh con- 
ftittttioflt; which miift, out of all doubt, be* the con* 
lequeiice of iris fsceefs. The rebellion, you may 
gw^; 'is th« Aibjtft *of ait conveyfetion^ Eveiy^ii)^ 
^vidiiaA H^Ier here takes in a news-paper (a more 
frw^tM^ot/t by far than any of ^the London ones); 
and talks as femiHarly of kingt and princes as erer 
Mi^r SkaUoir did of John of Gamit. Indeed it 
is no bad 'thmg that tbey do fii^; for I cannot con- 
ceive that the peo^e want fo much to be convinced 
\fjftrm9w<S, dke abfurdities of poftry^ a( they do by 
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news -papers that it may /^ffihly prevail. The ret* 
fons jand argumeiics too ia favour of the prefeiU Go* " 
vernxnent ar.e fo flr9Hg and obvious^ that ^ven t, 
and every country 'fquire, and every country clerk, 
and $am $haw the taylor, feem to be at niich 
m#fl£fa of them as the Biihopt theslTeiv^.. iinaft 
90t fay we coubi exprefsthein fo . politely .-^IJilie 
Seeker's the befl of any fermpn on dii$ o^cd&on* 
He gives his audience a view of ffich evil confe* 
quenc^s fuom . a cbamft^^ a^ no man of ftaft can 
poffibly doubt of, when fiurly fiated : nnd, I tJWOy 
I cannot fee pne i^ogle ^4. it could produce, i|i com* 
pen{ation feu: its inevitable and abundant emfkhirft,--^ 
\ have read Dr. Sherlock's fermon on this occafioa : 
and I have read Mr. l^arbtutoa's^ ^d» at your 
i;eqtteft, I will i^ad bfs Leg^tioi^. 

I HAVB 9fte9 thoughts of a jannC as /ar- as your 
country this lyinter. Some l^ind of pilgnmtge I 
mud make, to ^yoid a lethargy.— Public places I 
wani to viiit a littlp ; to peep at vfA nenew my idea 
of the fvi9orl4*t vanity % but either Btith or London 
would fteep me fo far in poverty, thatlfliQuld not 
probably eme;jgf befoie the middle of next fuminerf 
1 have fpent this lafl fummer agreeably chough. with 
fomeofmy young relations, Mr. Oolmun's ehiidnen. 
r— They have an.exceUent tafle for their . years«-rr 
}. have been upon feveral jaunts witli th^ fon to 
Litchfield, WorcefUr, Afr, Fle^chpr'^^ kc^ aMRofing 

him* 


biffl, what I could, under the lofs of ius father. 
Mifs W-^F — alkcdvery earneflly after you. Twe 
oTthe iiilers have been with me at The Leafowes, 
and upon fereral parties of pleafure in my chair.-— 
Broom is difpofed of— I do not underfland upon what 
ijiducement.-f-^After all, I am /mtfcrable^-^con* 
Cciouf to myfelf th^t i am too. little felfiih ^ th«c: 
I ought now or never to aim at ibme additidix 
to- my fortune; and th^t I make Ja^ advances tOr. 
^ards the cbm.:ia^oa cataibophe^ of inter poets, .po«; 
irerty^— I never can attend enbnghtp fbme twelves 
penny matteri.on which agrejit deal dependa,r^My^ 
amour, ,.fo far as I. indulge it, gives me fome plea(ure»> 
and no pain Jn ;the .world.?— I have read Spenfer;. 
once again : and I have add^d full as much more, 
to my ^chooUmiJirefs^ in regard to vumhr pf lines \: 
fometbing in point of matter (or manner rather) 'which 
does not difpleafe me. . I would ht^ glad if MrArrt"* 
were, upon your requeS, to give his opinion pf p^r— 
ticula^8, for two reafbns;.as you fay he haS; fome- 
.tafte for this kind of writing, and as he is xRy enemy^ 
and lyooldf therefore* find outju.defici^nqies., 

« . « ' ■ » * • • 

I HAVE a reafon, of a molt whimfical kind/ why 
J would wij(h you to preferve this letter. Pray write 
foon, and believe (ne moii aiFedlionately 

^ Tour friend and humble fervant* 

W. Shenstonb. 
XU. To 
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3QLI. To tbe fame, with Remarks on the Executxofi 
and fiehavipar of the Lord^ Kilniarnock and Bal- 
merino. 

Dear Mr, Grares, i74<> ineunte anno*. 

T BELIEVE it is impoffible for me to difagree 
**- with you on any other fcore, than the fcanty 
pittances you allot *me of your company; and, if i 
have difclofed any fymptoms of refentment on that 
account, you will, perhaps, overlook them, out oF 
regard to the motive from which they proceeded.-* 
I thank you (or your perufal of that trivial poem. 
If I were going to print it, I fliould give way to your 
remarks implicitl^^ and would not dare to do other- 
wife. But fo long as I keep it in manufcript, you 
will pardon my filly prejudices, if I chufe to read 
and fhew it with the addidon of mod of my new 
ilanzas. I own, I have a fondnefs for feveral, iqsagin; 
ing them to be snore in Spenfer^s way, yet more in- 
dependent on the antique phrafe, than any part of 
the poem; and, on that account, I cannot yet pre- 
vail on myfelf to baniih them entirely ; but were I 
to print, I ihould {mxh fame relu6tance) give way 
to your fentiments (which I know are juft), namely, 
that they render the work too diffufe and flimzy, and 
feem iMher excrefcencea than cfientjal parts of it. 

But 
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But of thcfe things I fay no more now. I pjir- 
pofc ftaying a month with Mr. Whiftler in Decem- 
ber, if (it fuits him ; and then I hope I fhall have a 
great deal of your company. Let me hear fome- 
thing in your next of your ilomfttc affairu I beg 
you would not make any grand deciflon, without 
giving me fome previous information. I elleem this 
as due to the frieadfhip I have fo long profeifed for 
you, and from the friendfhip you havp fo long pro- 
fefled for me. 

t * • 

I tooK opoh ^ ^eath of the two Lordi as equally 
d(ii^ent upon their refpe^ve principles. Lord Kil* 
snamocky I fuppofe, joined the rebels through a view 
cf* bettering his circumftances, confcious to himfelf 
that he was guilty of a crime the moment he did fo. 
This is agreeable to his fpeech before the Lords, 
and to that melancholy which he diicovered upon 
the fcafPold. Death, aggravated by guilt, would fit 
heavier upon htm than upon the other, even fup*- 
pofing him to hvtt had the fame refolutton. BaU 
merino's life was quite intie, and his death equal to 
thb charaCler Ke aimed at. We are to obferve, that 
he meant to fuiffer as a Friend to the Stewarts, a Sol- 
dier,' and a Scotfman. The firft he manifefted when 
be eame out of the Tower, by his reply of " God fave 

** King J-^ 8 ;" the fecond, by his drcfs, and num- 

b^Iefs oftentations of intrepidity ; the laft, hy his 
pjaid night-cap. Did you hear the (lory of his fend-^ 

ing 
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ing a meflage^to Lord Kikn^rnock f f' That he had 
** been pradlifing how to lye . upon the block ; and, 
** had found out, the eaiieft way of receiving the 
•* blow was, to bite his tongue hard : or even if 
*^ he bit it otf*, it was no matteri they (hould have 
** no further ufc forit." His behaviour, feems to 
have wanted coolnefs, or elfe to equal that of Adrian, 
CatOy Sir T. More, Sec. or any of thofe heroes who 
had fpifit enough to make an oftentation of their 
unconcern* I had, from the printed accounts of 
their behaviour, an idea of their peribns, exadlly 
conformable to the defcripuon I road afterwardf in 
your paper;— -but enough— you fend me fterliQg 
matters of fad, and I return you tinfel obfervations* 
«— I thank you for accenting Crdmertie and Balmerino; 
I learnt CuUoden from yoM it/on* 

. I HAVB had Jittle company fince I faw you*^ 
One day indeed I was furprized by a vific from Mr» 
ThomfoD, Author of The.Seafons.-^Mr* Lyttehon 
introduced him.-<-I have not Topm to tell you all 
that pafTed. — They praifed my place extravagantly ;^— 
propofed alterations, &c. Thomfon was veiy face- 
tious, and very complaifant ; invited me to his houle 
at Richmond. There were hiany things faid woith 
tdlingt but. not writing to you«-»»-This has been ^■ 
fummer that I have fpent more Jhdalfy than any one 
fhefe three years. I expedl a good deal more com* 
pany this week^ the next, and ^ the week after,-*- 

Lady 
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I^y, Luxj>oro^g^ 1^ of coxniog* and I bdipro 
wilf.^Ti^c. vifit4'w<«ild. bring my,, lUtlc .walk«, intor 
repute,— When will thp time cornc^ that,l ifcall cn^, 
joy your company here a month uninterrupted? 
Dear Sir, , , • • • f 

.,: > . • . Youii nMb fkidifhllf, ' 




W, Shenstonb. 
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XLIL Torthe fiune;^ with a »ew Theory of Politki^ 

' Priiictples. 

,.^ pear Mr.. Graves, 
T,HAyB lately received a letter from Mr. Whiil- 
-r l^r^ which conveys your compliments to me, andt 
bjp^/O' doing, pi^nftpu me to acknowledge the xe^ 
f^P^^pf yqur laft kind, letter. I obferv^ yQ^ adhere 
4fj^]jf..to the apo^olical precept of bfsing ** fwift 
,Vt Vl^ifar, flnw U>J^%'' the latter p^>of which, I 
i|^9^1d iain conclu^e^you underfiand too.liti^^ly.. . 

^Yqur nei^^)]^nr». I fee, is not a little embacrafled 
whh hismi/U at Whitchurch. I have long had, an, 
^ff^ ^pOA his a4yertifement in the London Evening 
Pfi^.^d been^^.not a little fc^alized thereat., 
"^^t ]^ t)»e name of a^poet to do with the pub^ 
Ijll^i^ of lands . and t^emeints ? oc thf idea of 
]|^ri$)MDny with the noife of a watec<-mill? yet hat 
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ie exttsAei muSt fioiii tKeYiijbfcd, and mirto fiom 
lis mSsfortunes ; hiving fent^e i ballad n^n the 

]&$Her, i^vtitteif witft: flnich esUb sTnd fimfte dxolleiy. 

• > 

As to the light in which yon pkce yosr' prdfent 
fortune, I can Mf finr» &at yon have not that 
fitnation I could wiih yon for your 0vm /ah : lor 
fe far as / am concerned in yonr elevadon, I can 
aflttre you very £uthfully, that no circumitances in 
the world could more endear you to my afe&iony 
4r leiMi Aend yob t<^ my itfpeQ^.tiilv the prdUi^ 
My affeaiout yon will- ttMy 4kkrf^^ from the very 
natttre of afiedion in general, would ftand no duwce 
to be increafed by yonr prodiotion ; and a^ fbl^ re** 
Ijped, if I Knew die degree yiou deiired, I #oul4 
acquit stfy felf of it to your fatisfa^Bon^ jimi; ; ttad'-were 
you feftl^ at LmAetk^ I iieuld estpeft tlbit ydlk* 
froiild rcfqfuiltf no ii0re ffOtar nie upon thftt waooiit-f 
wt leaff iai private : fa tftbt, lb fe at ddicr diftr^^ 
Or fiimifiif is eoncenied,' yoir are ah ATdi1nfAd|> to 
jHfto ^dlintcMts andpurpofes.-^AstO'fij^n^ih' iiilS 
world, it depends much, I know, upon advance^ 
mrnt; aikd yet even' here you* wiU be everySt^/of 
diat kind of weight which ingehuity' ^tti SP 
temihleto die fiut&r indeed, but undbubtifdiy dkt^ 
more 'iakMe part of ifie w6rftl' ;— 4}Ut tfa^s* is *iHli^ 
proper, ^ it is fJ^Ufiffy^ and 'as* it israiMttr ^HA 
ther of' ^hi$:fi is it fbitaUe fbr me to fbg^ t^ 
jwsr^* Aleiiioo*Pom% ^rc.** A^ to du^ loaji'IMe» 
7 of 
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#ri*f IkmeauiiMkSt I wiH iuk boir «ftttfr iipM M 
jeiliNMibleftffi of :fie«. It b « fiA^eft; txn till' ^ilii 
tbrtraclirofiiwliic^ yott omaot rtpf^wkhmii ftM^ 
iali^r of hurtiiig me.— As fof txyllt^cs (you . will 
Unne tliift ktier 'for Celling 16 mwth upon llitf Mm 
jvft of yQHr^) ^kit a« for polkfe*^ I^Hiilk: /MCt ^ 
Afwir by iMMBi^^ fitppofiHg them 't^ be t)y nmwitf 
fMn^^Tkeli^^ <if ftij ittdM<iuidp«i^* Of fkddly^ 
tkae kas'trera a vnum for mAHy <iM0ff oai^^ is im ii*^ 
dfaMdoii greidy adapOBd t» che' foiicifttl^ tribe. CM 
*r mhet kttkii iBMiieflMdd[Aiif» aMi«€l^re»fonM| 
tff/Bo tnaiMtr'of atUMDkiiieAt «o perfoM, sir leaA' Ay 
tke «$fiMr part of then, Imt p i od igSou ' ffy 4ef6ML 
m Ac Meltt'of virtue, liberty, hftert#^ Md fo- forth, 
aw ^eiiend^ m^^gf. It happenaf tfgrelMbfy efloii^ t^ 
this AMbdUr, fhaf tie whigs are frieb^ t& (ftae wSfer 
j^odding, on-^poetical peopte the Dutch— the td^ 
ries, on the other kind, are taken mightily with' 
that ihewy, oftentatious nation the FiMcft*. Vbt* 
Imnters, diat re&de amongft the beauties' of n^tart; 
and bid defiance to art, in ihort, that have intelle^ 
of a poetical /unf, are frequently tories-— citizens, 
niefChantS|. te* that icafCt for wtoit naMt is, and 
confoquently have no pretentions to a poetical tafte, 
0ftf FthMifey generally argumentative and .whiggUh ; 
—bat perhaps I carry this too faV.— Something tKere 
it in i^ ft^wtiftr, yon' will fte : ' not thilf f wdtfMf a^^ 
pijf wftat I hete fyy ta partfcttfer ittdtucfon^, &c. 
l^woiM only aihrance 6m«thiilg general wd^ ^^^-^ 

lative. 


IIS MJt, 8»ElfSTOfIft*S 

^n^one'fet of ^pkciiowr exiSihigt > Ner #9«M4 

^ng Xhav«- ^i4 i ler I^^uil of, poBfi,-r-Xh^ letter I 
iefti yoy l&ft was .9€£»fi$mAit «#d^wiiMi I fftt- you'I 
wm 1^1 yoii (ke occaifioD* I ftbfoliiulf ^agree wilk 
you ui eftoiy:ti^lleof your :polkij(a)^iirrr2lf#n9.(>r^^ 
I aobgladjHdo I fof^i juoiv ih^ ipoi^iNiNlff tuttiiitM»£ 
piurtyc aiid/.];faou|^'We aye* n niifer >,vioki»ty^yet> I 
lliould fear it. My Ichcmas ars ^ktAtfd -at prfctel»< 
l^t, any ^face i«-iet towMs Batkr-^iuHl ^^iKfidene 
9^ the fervice tliofe^^atOM' W0itl<d ^ !Mke%«>^ h^JfH^. 
Xpo-^ will es^arat^ ^^ wi4i « led^r focMi.-^ v^oiild 
f^in haye furiiiih«4, pat a letter to- aJmtfe^you<«tfMr. 
ibi^long a filescCf - bat 2 £nd myfelf 4»aUK ; «f«B «r 
unable as I am toexprefs the- regard 'witk wfakhl 

The LeaibwUy - , , . ,. . . 

April 6,1746. . W, Si|fi.M«TOi^'«. 


XLHI. Continaation of the faiile. 

., ., The beafowf^t 
Dear Mr. Graves, . Majr.i v ^744* 

THOUGH I feel an iri!ei]|Ubte p«(^{>«iifiity. it» 
write to you this very.poft, yet J^c^notf^^Tfth^ 
I cm abk to advance any thing tending eijdier ^your 

OWA 


•/ 


LETTERS. Hi 

own or my fatisfa^tioa. — ^What is worft pf all U,. I 
cannot fix the tuac of fe^og youtwith fo much pje- 
cifion as 1 would always eodeavoar where my pleafure 
is fo m^uch .copceniedtr-I wiH lell you the whole .af*' 
fair. — ^Liiaveibr a }oag>rea(Qii pucpofed to xlrink the 
i^th wajrers.thiAfpriiig; and did thwk^of fetting out 
in a week's tjni^* wh^nixeceived. your latter, piM** 
pc^g to.iUy-/^h«reamQiiiki .an^d fn^.ttfa^i^etake 
jt^cui^ whidi (bould :iAdii]geriQi^m* a &^t of yo|i, 
J4r* Whiftler^ anit feme lew.others, m m>s.wayr homft. 
The Uttee^partofth4sighe«e( (tkpugh. far the pat^t 
Agreeable>..to me) ^k^ rather, douteful and precad- 
otts;. depending. (as yautiMqprefs.it)^on thefiaUjol^ay 
iinances a(ter a.month's iStontinuancB at Batk ; which 
I confidered, and d^ ccMifidor^ as a very probable means 
of bettering my coniUtution.>^Now Icovetto feeyou 
fo mucihy that I would bring nothing hut heahh. un 
competition. — What I wiih is, that you could, with 
convenience, eith^ k^flen pr delay youx journey^ that 
you might find me. befortQ xnine, or after a^y return^ 
though I ihould infinitely, and for many reafo^^, pre- 
fer the former. I long to talk with,, you* parucu|arly 
now. I haife much tp fay in regard, to pur. .friei^d's 
amour, to which yp\i alluded in your laii. I request 
it as a favour of you> that you would conjure him, 
by the friendfhip I haye xv£r born him, an4 by. ^Y 
efteem "Whi^ he has ever profefled for ,me» that he 
would do nothing very matmal in the. affair, till I 
Vol* IIL < I '^ -.have 
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h^ve talked it over, and given him'my' ftitlifut 
fentimeftts, ** quod cenfet a'mic'ulus."' 

' I AM not willing the balance fhonld turn erith^ly 
on the whig Me : I wotiW ghre it a greater* eqtfill- 
brium, if^ the following fuggeftion might effta it. 
'n)i»iesj I faid; hare great, and* fetttctim^* paftJal 
klfcaitwrr fbr the per^efn king,*-*W*r wilHbJjpbft 
tKitf Ibtn^-a^e siltenyaeelf g<dbd and bad: tlie&'l03ra!- 
^•ttyklttrgcknl^o t« Cdflimendable'; tfieirpartiaKty 
t«>tlie'^4kd one Adt'to-fee vindicatetf. • WW^ have 
)/0pftl8on, Sir gritkttde, to^ai^ the* good' priitcet 
tlWrfc"^thcyare'WT6iig. TRey Jitc fhreic trpon the^bad 
one," in which the^r are jaftifiaWer Iwtfli liiad not 
Wbgurt theife' wholefale- fflttnftlon^, this ■miferablfc 
fpeciineh of toy polili<»vI^proteft againft 'ill epifto^ 
liry difjputes. I arii now einbafriilfed ^n'onfe,' bA 
much'ftich another icore, whiih fllU up a!f my let ' 
ter ; for f lovethe hft w^ord, like a fcbld or a' chlia*. 
i— I thank' you for your Kttle anecdotes ^ifrom time 
to time: you may depend upon it, "that I ^ave 
never heard any thing ^^^;' fot I'hevcr do hear 
any thing.— I am one very thankftl' letter inrdcKt 
to your neighbour WMftler. Thave at' pVefent no« 
thing but the propenfitj 6f a good corref|k)ndent ; but 
I win wtite'fbon. In the tteaft time. If you fee 
'Fim, afehiih if he goes to Bath OrBriftol'this fea- 
fon.-^I beg you would write to me fireftly 'O^i^At 
you' can come, and how I may regulate my motions 


' t fe T t t ^ t Hi 

iieglefi a pqft. 1 am . ' , . • ,. •• ■, • 

•■ • Viars Aoft entirely,; "' 

• •' .. • -WIjSi 

XLB^p To llM ftifl^ oa t^e Mixtare of: Flsafiiiil 

and Pain. 

■ • • . • ' ' ' • 

Dcsfr Mr. Qf ayesj Jmae tDe^ lall;^ .<747. 

IT is now^ I believe, neat half a ^near Gsko I had 
ike favour of a letter from ^toq. ^ When I wrooe 
loft) Ldifci^verpd a nore than ordinary fidicitiide far 
M0 ^A^diate anfwer. It pnzdca me to account for 
joar aaufual filence, otherwife than upon fuppoiieiba 
of fome offence you haVe taken : and ft puazles na 
as much to gvei« by what behaviour of mine Lbxn 
been lb tmhappy as to give you that offence* 

I AM vain enough to imagine that the li(tk tat* 

lit I have, de&rves fomawhat more regard than l 

have ihet with from the world* Be ihat aa-it will» 

the difappointmen; I mud under^o^ by any appearand 

of negled from the friends f'vilue, would more 

effe^lualty dispirit me than any other whatfoever. 
• ' \ - • 
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I RAV« publiflved my- dcfign t)f vifitiiig ' you, and 
Mr. Whiftlcr in Oxfordihire, to aH the world. A 
thottfand incidents have hitherto interfered with it» 
which I will not now recount* fint when I look 
back' upon the regular fiicceffion of theniy it looks as 
if DeiUny had ibme hand in detaining me. The 
moft nfigormt of my a frj/^ f-dw a l l -upon feoi^g you next 
winter, though I ant not a little indulgent to tbofa 
ditt'teU me I may fee you long befor^. 

I HAVB brought my place here to greater per- 
ftiAioil'tfaatt it has ever yet appeared in j and, with 
the rtnby it is in feme vogue. Neverthelefs, I do not 
know that I ever relifhed it lefs in my life than I 
have. done this fummer. Bad health, bad fpirits, no 
company to my mind, and no correipondences, are 
enough to blaft the fweetell ihades, and to poifon 
the pureft fountains. Some of thefe misfortunes I 
jcan impute to my own mifcondu6l^ and it embittejvs 
:them« . The two lad I can. lefs accoui)t for,, having 
at all tij«es done all.I' was able to recommend my- 
felf to my friends^ behaving at the fame time with 
courtify to the reft of the world. The fad is not 
.'tPtie; otherwife Imight.fefctive it into this, that I 
.alone: aat kUe, and all tbe world is h^fy.^ 

i PANcr you will imagine I lay too much ilrefs 
upon Mr. Thomfon's vifit, when I mention the fol- 
lowing infciiption upon a feat in VirgiPs grove : 
i . . , ^ " celeb'mo 
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*' CSLBi^MO POETJB 
• • ^* lACOBO :¥«0«SO]f> 8. . . 

^*'<PRpPB' PONTES ILLlsrOir FASTIDITOSr .^ * 

*^ SBDBM.HXirc stkatIt; '•: * : : .. 
^« Qias'tiHi, ^ua tali "red^aiil pro caAnine doua ^ • 
**-Nain fieqti^ me tantam <oeni^fttis * Jf^rturAUfMf ' 
^ ^fee pe^eitCa juvtiit fHiAir ttrmjiiora, nee i[idB ' 
<« Saxofai inter decarrunt iiamina valles*'' ••' ^*' 

Viae* 


** — ? THOMSON, 


Qvi cvM oyicoyiD vbiqve rvris est 

.. " AVT AMOENVM AVT VARIVM 
. " MIRE D.EPJNXERAT, , 
'* HOS ETXAM FONTliS NON FASTXDIVIX." 

Bdt^yoU' ^n dilcovei^^^rft^ ^kAce an 'ibipropnety 
one ^lii a coin ^g up vbv ' nii^r fiie a 'ftw *w«eks 

Round ihe liead, 
" IMP '.•.•••••,•,• vAvo oaa dac li'' 

On t}ie revcrfe, 
■' y*-t't <4ji OPTIMO' ritJNa'iBf csoj vf* " ' 

I 3 Wlthia 


" »i > « I 


Within which is an human 'figuK> fittings with on« 
hand reclined upon a waod; %h^ UheT, as I take it, 
holding .fertii aa oltve*«-«-I hxve.given siyit^i^inion, 
it is one of Trajan's ;. an^i -my virtuofo chara^er 
will reft yponrtbe truth of k.vit is tt fiber coin, 
but irery obTcdre. There appears. a largT'inafr^oiF 
rayifrrrptigh ftone, very ik^giy ceBiciit)64» wher^ 

theyjfo^wdit^-nlf'y0iiw^ihwrip»*#»l IW^fc 
yon. ' . .. .: .'• •"•.:•" ■ . r- r.i ' :C . 


»«' 


.i£ i 


Heaviness may endure for a night, but jo]r 
idinetlc^iii tha ii^mihg^^^^b'iiM^tS^'^Miid ' 
of the proportionate mixture of f^eafure aifd<|ialft)4f^ 
this life, that I expe^ oae to fucceed the other ai . 
naturally as day and night. I own, thi? is q^wing 
to the foul as much as to btitwarrf incidents. Sor- 
row prepaid' it for inirtfi,^ sini^'vtce 7iifr/2r.—- The du- 
rations of both differ .:^Laft* fiimmer I fpept ag|eea- 
bly ; this quite otherwife.-^'fb-day X have Ibeen quite 
^ndwly:; jte|Ep<rft> )W|>IRt4k,^.j||ftr<f«w» ^m 

|o 9»eff:^8 i^; i|k^i^.;^P4^)^|:A:«^^ fij«^#kiM» 
may be a letter from yeu; I wiih it may, and ^^. 
Ittoft truly 

,' '.'ill itli L:lW>A 

Yours. 
i' ^Aci J5 .,> OVA y *.'.\ .•.* lui •• 

W. S. 


I had^*!} jcoift) of Vdpaian : £^hr^ me 'fc¥-<i»y» and 
I begin a coIkfltipiiji^i^ypUjito!? any duplicates, 

fliuMYV ' ' ' \ I "' ^' "■ you 


■ ■ '■ "''^ *' ,• ^^ ■..,••'*, The leafowes,: 

y « 9V^fe n"9itej>Jtti(>tf ifeW'ftAt^lWrfM jy 'you to<ftna 


I 4 circumftancest ' 
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ckouttAfWoeat^ and tli«.-i«ga«d.ItiMF'»{w«yla' lbe«r: 
for any .t)uMul9eloDg« 4oi.yw;)..:|.amint'iike yowij/k^ 
or mort.'^l now drop into other OMtters. Bergen* 
/t fery-is taken -at laft; pny iwrkat ' are- xiar~ fettomcn ta ' 
of your political companions ? I dined fpme time 
ggo'wicfa 'Mr.' Lyttcfcon and Mr.* Pitt,' -who both 
agreed it«wa&;wortk twenty thoufand men to aho 
Hrepch ; which ia a light in. which J Ti^vif a»M te^ 
^^onfider it. Any XkHlP k^timatipn tbatLyou.plQfife tw 
^M^C upon me,^ enables. ^e^^ :^°^ ^ *^Jf':^^i* t^ 
CQnnnyr-ifpna moq^h ; ^ttrtipularly^^ if | take ixure td 
fd[jii&,8^^e,j«M:^i!^^ w»,^ixpmmgUA 

V^ o^^^»^ i/^i^ffi^.'i^^.P/^ri^lP^^^ 

m. ^%.cj>a8fc ,dra.w^,,,b)(^.two h9rfes, Jengthi|raya*t«5 

^ weicon^ed him .^tP f^rCPi^ttMT'n??^ #%4 W^^ 

j6M,y%i^.W .^,^T^t), ,wh|ch ,he i»pi^fifod ^,da* 
^ I 94n /ij d^il^ j|xpjcaaiio^, of then|,j^i4,.flUthf 

jpriftfe4..m;>on ^^uif^^fkanfif^ noiii^Jht^p9pk£ff.^ 
/«*W^' I ftjai ,«»t .d«4)air of pka^|»#eifi^ 1 
fS!ri;:ffl^tt)i^/^'^ff»tf»p'^ l»al%naV>^j^:..Ceiv 

;ixi^^'?^T«gM npi^^. .think, it; ^Jtfi^ty fl^ft^uaj, 

bcr 


• "J. i\ \J y i.. . -J. 
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brrof MAn«« Of tkc Jargs croiv^ oftlie volgar. The 
litter 4ffe iftoie'feqtentiy met with, and gafe.ftm-' 
fiut, wtA Jian much iDon*. But onc^irould chofif 
to pleafe a h^friiuds of tafbe before mob or gentr j* 
the greats vulgar or the fraall^ becaufe therein one 
gratrfiea both -one's fecial paiBons and one's pride« 
(hat by one's jfg^ove. Above all things, i would 
mOl- 4o plcafe i^Mtff* and if I have a-wiflr that pro* 
je£i» or is prominent beyond the reft, it is to fee 
yon placad to yotir ^isfa^ion near -me ;' btit For^ 
knne.tDuftTary from her ufual treatment before ihe 
iimoiirs ne fi> &F.— 'And yet there njtHts a time, whem 
ftM Mi ght ygAaMy &a«« pievaUed on her; i knew 
Mburhlit tO'^-^The afiair wal fo intricately cit^ 
I iiji#iWlndm>yoar , fwrprbipy fibnce after the hint 
tuganusr^Ms. D.^fft offbriag to *fenre any friend o£ 
^M»eai«^v>9reAag nie toufe the opportunity .-»- 
Hiar^tb^ 'itkHondi. ^ia guardian^ ttiaiag him with 
Aireijrmfitoina of p, r.iipiiife in cafe of areAifal on 
ti&Mr .iidrk<-«4l#r^S^rr» ipliciting . me ifr.the place w^ 
y0^^wh]£ihi(^€a^«D9l le^aHy be. Friendihip, pni^ 
^imi^^ xmpaavai(ityj(]f^-ijntej«ft (whieh I /rWr regard*- 
ed)f. endeain9i4i>og.if$>> di^r^ft me.; I :think i- never 
fpent fo dtfagreeabie an hall^year fince I was bom. 
To clofethe whok, Iconld not /orc/te the event, 

-yW»^^ ispaImoflj^x^|»Al.io- yf^Pf'k^ letter^ aifd I 

J(§a«^'I^could/nf(^'iarye y^u.; butironft render -Ha 

^ffff^f»<yr ^^V^.\ in^rftfottt^rwhen I, crt^ tell yo^ .the 

,9flfo\G: »Saf.^^lie^(ur€^ yoa ffili o%^e|)it^to b6K>f fuch 

.6 a nature. 
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a nature^ that I moft 1)e ever i& fuij^Bee ^otkofmmg 

my behaviour, and «f cQurfe AaU -a^ter teficA on it 
with pleafure. Sdieve m^, with the tfueft ^Jk&ioa^:, 

• • Yours; " ' 

» 

W. SHaNfrTONfi«« 

* 

XLyi>r To a Friend, fitnA TJie Leafdwes* ^ a -\ 

• ■ t. - • • ' ••'.""':* vt; .: a oral 

,. Dear^^rr ... . •.:;;...- .i.: ... i i .ilf49^ 

IT is not nmh. ihora tieOiJkofM.iSM^tipMiveA 
. ycrar obliging' letierv and i atir-alMa^ t^^dimn 
"to anf«^erit.*«-nrv*f)>c»k ih«^ had akMiHgta 

inen yciu oycy*: '4 iinagiii^ tyMbad' tak^-oiNl^gi 
«t fcnife eic|n^i<m-i[>r-dreuniiten]^e^iQy<epilttt,'«^ 
iKrete dccemilied <{0'«iake^ tnei^nUMe' 7M1 d§^^ ^fe^ 
i3«>uv]ftlbice.i<a'Ao{»e^>thi«(et¥«v iffiiSiiiM^iil'lerve l^ 
«aabliih'qiildfn)« off i^ Mti^i^lt'^^^^fknt' oughti I 
«m; fore^ oiWajM tcPitake ^dc^^'Wh^-'peofile' t<ri^' a. 
perpetuity 4>f ^MMtlhip. I meftar^Ve^, U^W^^ 
xoxnftahccs df Idiff«rp0^> ta a%ntt t)f circumftaiMSjd 
.ciaidence, 1 --.'- i" '. 'i'- ••- ^'C* ^'-."^ » ♦- '• "-'i* 

S >I> A»rvi^ grfti^'fibc :i^ ^i/fif' de^eftd'Vm fhe'fincid- 
::Htyof ali I (hall^fiy;^ ;I^w f«'«>tMHf%^i^icis iilf^ydcir 
vftfriftei-. clc|^jj-tuit,«hdoghitf»was''^ farmtSfaV* « dW 
liMH slppeai^ Wttb'«* ipft forma,** 'liiktlihis^that?^ 


Rare now feat vtry much. It has a fimplicity which 

V^ift i ta be AMcHU , pida A^d with. . tb^ coai|>QfitiQns».oC 
0lbdray/cr asy .i)wnj bat I could be r^liy'/ffw^^ol' tibir^ 
with a few alterations tha( I could propofe : — but yon 
inaH know, at the fame time, that thefe are fuch as no 
jtiic) iiml^AppiMedb^fideiiiyfelf.ry^I.ksiojKiL'^ 
gytoyttbcy arC'fcaae ifwming^/a»/a ih it# . 

t-^i'Wicnni baaii |;ittatlf morttf cditcmyt^n^pciiukatfa 
d6ki<«^-^I eteiiaiiud ilk n|^i^e^.<AllIfrie»dir:ta 
Iijk4-'<£^'i 4ABi' aigioittfa^iiieaqafe d laimi jGwiiich> hi 
ka4 iQMrlnnid'i^ lafei^^f.iifa^ii^ :him -Jicb?y^iet nui 
lUMiv i|bofi«raiiiiitii%hr ^cb;. tkat8i(libd«^ kifim 
tfaneUias «ismb£»ceJi did ootcfaitdi]X)ea9Ei»aseiif« 
to comcy I OQght to take tbaj «|ipoiiiuBegn:o£ Jt^ifttiny 
kim> smd feeing Derbyihire while he continues in it. — 
H^tn(Jl«rMts4r<)tfb#^dfefe,iiic ^c^^rr-Quctng 

diftance towards. feqj^/ft| ihkn^Slte&ii^^Uf Xi^iA 
circumilantial evidence). 


\ 


• • \< 


* . Your 

L'V ^I^ ; 
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YovR kealtb, according t0 jKMur defcrifilioD, u 
much the fame with mme; buc, from the gaiety of 
your ftyle and dtJiffUi I coUed diat it is greatly bei» 

ter. ' 

t 

I HATE aft alcove, fix elegies; a:4ett» tw6 epiuphe 
(one vpon myfelf)^ diree ballad^ Ibur 4>ags» «iid# 
ferpentine river, to ihew you when you come. Will 
the compofitions oome fife to you^ if i (fend mf book, 
which contains the Aa^.copieaoffevetai things- (whicb 
I could not reoembsr if diey were loft) ?«— bot-( will 
»ot fend tbem» If mykorieg^^weU* Imay^ay a 
vifit ibr two day6|-aB4 biiagthentwttbjinei; thntl 
may make^omments while you mad ihm, as^bofaim^ 
cth a genuine author to do*. ... 01. .1 i 

. I AMraifing a green-houfe^ ffom^ the excrefeencei 
Of Lord Dudley'^ ; but I do not find that *< vtndt'Pa^ 
^ petit en mangeaAt/? that I git>w ftttd^f^f my coU 
kftton proportionaUy as it incieafes.- 

I SHOULD think myfelf fortunate enough at pre- 
^1, i^ nk« yotf, I cdlild ohly fi%d that I had been 
mentioned for a vacant poll ; 'btitl have witlidrawn all 
tnyvi^ws from court-pd^fermtnty aiiid fixed them 06 
finding a pot of money , which -rdaeimiliie -to b#'^ 
fill more probable fcheme. 

I BAVB 
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' I hAtb little health and frequent mortificsitiony Co 
that no One need envy me ; and yet, I believe, there 
ofi that do. Is any enviable but fuch as are ttdam* 
t>itious? I never ihall be able to reckon myfelf of that 
tribe, which have engrolTed all bappinefs to themfelves, 
and left the reft of the world nothing bat hopei knd 
poffeflions. Yet I do no moch feel the pains of am* 
bition while I am converfing with ingenious friends 
of my own level : but in other company it hurts me. 
Let ^e advife you, now I think of it^ to dread the 
company of filly people, out-of-the-way people, andf, 
in one word, what men of genius call the nntlgar* 
You run ten times the rifque of being mortified^ vo^ 
Tuntarily or unkowingly, amongft the latter oi thefe^ 
to what you do amongft men of (enfe and polkeneft, 
. be they ever fo malicious ; — but my paper is filled. 

Do write fbon. ... 


XLVir. To the fame. 

It it fomewbere about tbe 
20th of Sept. X747 » ^nd 
I write from The Le4« 
Dear Sir, fowcs. 

T THINK I have lived to out-correfpond almoft 
^ all xttf correfpondents; whether you are the laft 
that is to be fubduedi I will not by i the red are fo 

fatigued^ 


^tig^ed, that they are jiqt abia ta atchleve a lipe^ 
/^ppnzed of this, and being' by nature difpofed tp 
have mercy on- the vanquifiied,' ^' parcere fubjeftis,'' 
I feldom write a fy liable mord than is reqi^ifite. tq 
further foiile fcheme, or afcertai'n fome interview, 
the latter of thefc being the purpofe oi[ this mine 
cpiltle. I am in great hopc^ I /hall be at fiberty 
to fee you ere many weeks be part; and wouTd bej 
of you, in. the mean time, to inform me, by a let- 
ter, when I am likely, or when vcr/ unltkelyy to meet 
with you at home. I am detaihed, juft at prefenf, 
by continual ejcpeflatioos of the Hagley family* 

As^Iwas returning from church on Sunday lalt, 
whom fhould I meet, in a chaife, wich two horfes 
let^th-waysj but that ^ right friendly bard, Mr. 
Thomron? I complimented him upon his arrival in 
this country, and afked him CD accompany Mr. Lyt- 
telton to The.Leafowes, which he faid he would with 
abunclance of pTeafure ; and fb we parted. You will 
o'bferve, that the more (Irefs I lay jupon this viilt, 
and the more I difco^er to yoii/ the more fubftantial 

'is my apology for deferring mine into Warwickihire. 

'I own, I am- plea^ with the profpedl of (hewing 
them fomcthing at The Leafowes beyond what they 
expedl. I have begun my terras on Che high hill 
I ihewed you, made fome confiderabll; improvemeiita 

'in Virgifs git)ve^ and finifhed a» walk fr6m it fo 

' the houfe, afre* a manner' which yoa will approve. 

They 
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They are going to build a caftle in the park round 
the lodge, which, if well executed*, muft have a good 
efFeft ; a,nd they are going likcwife ta build a ro- 
tund to terminate the viflo. The fault is, that they 
anticipate every thing which I propofe to do ;whcjfi 
I become richi but as that is never likely to be^ 
perhaps it, i? not of any importance ; — but what I 
term rich^ implies i)0 great deal; I believe you are 
a withefs to the fuoderation of my defires; a^nd I 
flatter myfejf that; you will believe your friend io 
ihai refpeft fomething; above the vulgar : .. 

*« Crede non ilium tibi de fcelefta 
♦* Piebe dileftum, neque fie lidelcm, 
' **^ic liicro atyerfum, potuilTe nafci • ^ 

" Patre pudendo.** 

If I come to your houfe, pofitively I will not go 
to fee Mxt M— • He hi^ bettn twice as near me as 
The Grange, with C— L— , and never deemed 
my place worth feeing* I dottbt» you are a little 
too modeft in praiiing it wherever you go.— Why 
don't you applaud it with both hands, *' utroque 
** pollice ?*'-^** Parcentcs ego dextetas odi, (parge 
** rofas.*'— 1 am fo very partial to my native place, 
tha( it feems a miracle to me that it is not more fa-^ 
mous* But I complain unjuiUy of • you ; for,| a« yon 
have always contributed to my hqppinefs, you have 
t^ken- every opportunity to contribute to my figures 
5 /I wiih 
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I wi(h I could fay the fame of fome who have it 
mon ia their ponuer^ 

» « • • • 

I HAVB yet about a thoufand things to fay to 
you— -not now, though, — Lady L — h*s viiit I refervc 
till I fee you. A coach with a Coronet is a pretty 
kind of phsnomenon at my door — few prettier, ex- 
cept the face of fuch a friend as you ; for I do not 
want the grace to prefer a generoiw and fpirited 
frieodfliip to all the gewgaws that ambition can con- 
trive, I have wrote out tny elegies, and heartily 
wifh yoo had them to look over before I come.— 
I know not how to fend thenL — ^I ihall biing and 
^ave fome poetry witji you.-r" Thus. & odoros l" 
-or rather a proper cov:iering for *' Tl\us & pdores^. & 
'* piper»'& qiuoquid cjuurtii amicitur ineptis I'' 

Adieu! dear Sir. 


/ L 


,-*o- 


Befi^ve m&ever yottr9;r 


- • •v' *« »■ I 


W". Shenstone, 


•" "■* •XliVlKr To the faipe, Witha^Sotig. 

-- 'Dear Sir," *' •*• - ^ /'-♦.. ■ ^y^j^ 

•TIISfKO" Juft feturrfed from a fmall excurfion, it 
''^^^ was with the utmoft pleafiire that I read over 
^c^ur letter; and, thotigh it abounds bbth'ih wit 

and 


with none^ 


>4^f i 


. }, \ I .(•' ' . < I » . • '•. .' »• 

^ Tn V j^gr^frffaknefs pf your lfitt«r| i« now heighttfii^ 
fd byjtbe fujrpiiikcf Aey^t gwd ifie» I muft o«^ft/{ 
have thought you in a manner loil: to the . ^Biufe* 
ments in which you once delighted* correfpondences, 
[works f£,,^a^e;and^fanpy»' 4k€.*> If you tbHxk the 
opinip^ f^rfhj r^moviog^r you, need only fikvourme 
with)^^^ ^ttec:npW;fj8^;|)i^|.and I Vfillphc^ 
you (in my imagination) whj^f^'you (hall feevdli 
the favourites of fortune cringing at ypnr feet. 


.T » Y 


11 — 

I THINK I could add about half a dozen hints to 
your obfejTvatS^OB' 'oh' 4kftriA(f,^ Which •mi^ht at 
leafi dirguifi^^tlK fssEki i 'fthd- dieiv« why wiH yok not 
put it into fome fliBws->papQr» or monthly palkphlcl^ 
yoa might difcover youtfelf t«>^ • whoA ycta- tiiiv^' a 
mind. It would give more ^n ordinary pleafiire 
at this time.— Soiiie ^ther WiU-^' tike the hint.^^Pic]^' 
your piece {hoi|ld ftot have the aklvantage «f novelty 
as well as of'Wit ! r ' . , '' ^« 

I DINED and fiayed a night with Dr. £— ; he 
was extremely, loUigingy and, I am glad of (tioh 1* 
friend :to.Tait vat -JB; H^ aiked ^itdi after ydu:^^ 
He (hewed me his. Ovid-^t s}dnfed him to feiSi' 
fome onk tj^ei JbigJUfy that he might -flfew it.X^ 

Vol. m. K Thei 
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thft Wlidlf ^il «^# #itl^, tkottgk h g^s .tpShK [mi 
to tell him fo. I fliould be glad he coulcF fScteeA 
at B. ; and could I ferve him, it would be with a fafe 
cottfoi^iiee ; fbf' I tited tm to Vxcef ililf^i^fF ^b'f B. 
fhyMzm fait in foittt of l}>eiEQ]ai}^ ^lid ^iti* 
ge)li[^«t &<i. * ' 


V* . 


I si^b yoti t&^ A^^ ydtt aikcfd f^, ami feqvfft 
flf yft^i >6 *ifrite me 6at. yOur n^*rtn%fi of thc^ 
ftle^ioii T^rfea | an^» it y^or ki/ttre^ it iopf ttf the 
^m Wkick we altered. 


T H E -L A R K. \ 

i - r. 


/ rl • 1 


''<jO» lutpiefiil bi«cl,.>lliftt ^ladd*ft the ftses». 

r.i* 3(P-D!4pline'a v^iftdo\lr-fpef d iby #ay; 
*1 All<t lll«ip<)n qoiir'ring^ pinioQ* nkf^ 

fi ^^AAdi^rf-thyveoatait difptay. -. 

<^i^iid.ifflie.deigi^ tbKjaotes tohea)(>.^ j ; , .. 
v^.-Andxif Ae .pratfe t]iy .matin £>bg >..; 
**'Tell her, the founds that footh h*r ead» 
** To iimple Britifh birds belong. 

•^ Toft ter, itf HwKet uliim^s Amf^p^ .: 
^^cTheibiid ftomnlitfjifet grtves mayrlmen _^ 

^<1hl afli th^ loKr^ty, partial maid» 
w.i< Whftt are hisinolea cbmpar'd to Ihinel ' . 

« The* 


^h' i'"t T £ 'ft s. 


T * 


tjl 


*' And all his motley race with fcorn ; 
<• Anit' Iteii deferving Damon^s woe, 
.'Jtcyj^i^fjii'gs her praife, and fings fbrfofn.** 

. I iin^ Sir, 


» r 


1 ■ 


* Your moft Euthfel friend and fcrvwlt, , 

W. ShenstokI; 


,Hav?^ you read Watfon, Martyn, and Ffeke, oa 
ele^licityll I accidentally met with the two former^ 
by which my head is re^dor-ed almoft giddy— eledrlcs, 
non7eledrics^ ek^ics/^r^, and bodies that are ohiy 
condufiors of de&ricity, have a plaguy bad elFed 
on fo vortical a brain as mine. 


I w^jui; infallibly fpend a week with you, perh^p* 
aly>i^t J!ebruary,. if it jU^tay^if.; thoiiighl think to6 
itjnuft be later 


J . , . I ij » ' * 


I i^vf .been painting .iiv water colours, during a 
vi^tli^^ide, flowers. I ;wxttild recommend the amufe' 
menttp jfPtt, if yoit can. allow it the tin^e that is 
fxpcdienc. 

I TRusfyoiiMnllg^j^eme one entire week in the 
fprin|^.wbw .my Idte alterations may exhibit thenl> 
fclVesi ,tp ;^vantage* 

K z XUX. To 


)3? MR. SHENST-ONE^S 


XLDC. 1*0 tlw Cuae,' after a Vifit.' ' "^ ' 

.'■''. ' ' 

Sundav# 

Dear Mr* JagOy Feb. 14, 1747*^. 

T AM tempted once more to apologize for the un- 
4- feafonable vifit I paid you, though VhA myfeif 
eniif jqljf innocent in thatreipe^t, even as much fo as 
the poft-boy was guilty ; for had my previous^ letter 
arrived' in due time, you had then teen furfaiflied 
with aja oppdrtunity of . waving ^piy company till, a 
ihore corivenieiit feafon. I.. was pnljt or» at kafi:, 
^iefly\ uneafy upofh your "account. I (pent' my tiuie 
Vejy agreeably, and drily lefs 10 tlian I might, had 
I, riot ' been co'nfcioiis to myfeif that ,r was' Intruding 
upon donieftic temiernetfe^. * ' 


I SPENT the Sunday night and the next day at 
Mr. 'Wren's ; and am nmv^ juft- retitrned fiWh' ikt. 
Bolmanr^, whir hias tuiAi me a geotcel preferit^f 
Spence's Polymetis. I have not yet-r^tf^^fflany^*^-^ 
loguej in it, but I have dipped in feveral ; and have 
reafon- to be well enough ^fj^tisfied wi^h tite £fnj[>le 

' arid 'urirnvi<iious manner in Which he has intrdduced 
Mi<. Lowth's^ poem. ^^I iavc long -kn<3^ii trf" -this 

'intended introduBion (which I accidentally ')bimd 'to 
have been fettled betwixt them before I publiHied 

■ wjVon the fame' fu^edt), anda Ktde dreaded the 

/Jr/tt of it.* I have long ago made con^erkfal^ im« 

provements 


phKrantfiia i& tniMi lancl have a min(foit« x!ay to 
fMMijb h <ki6e more rafter which, kClt flSep iti 
p^ceJ' rhive fothetihves tK6ught-ofprttitirfg my 
liext liUe^lige thus/ viz. *' Poems ; cotififting of 
^Ofigiy pdeS^' «ahd Elegies ; with an itaproved edi* 
tidn oiF Ihc judgenient of Hercules, and of Thd 
fichoof -tniAr^Ts.*^ But I have but very few critical 
Hcquamatice, ^-ind I live at a great diflahce from 
thofekhav^; ftationed amongfl the makers 'znd the 
"Wirfm-iW hobnails ; * • * i ' , :r': ^. * 

' / * ■ 

V'^*?Vfr<^^ the joys that yi^ith my fottlagvce, . 
«* ^la «v;V, from karmni^ytry far from thye*" , 

> ; PARNEIflf, 

• ' • 1 • 

i know I have thrown a great number of carelefs 
things into* your hands. I know to <whom I in- 
truded' my follies ; * but I know not * whaf they 'are :— 
J.bqlicve,_in general, tj\at; they cqnfift of mi.s-b^ot- 
ten embryqi ^d abortive births, which it , j^ad l^eeii 
aiierelv de^nt to Jiave b«vrW4 Ui — fome p%r|^of my 
garden i^r^.ut I was morally aiTured that you ^^uld 
cxpofe' nothing of mine to my difadvantaee* . Aa 
to fome that^are Ufi . iwferfi^^ you promiieq.- yjtiu p3- 
iervations/'and I defire Vou would, make, th^m with 
the utnjqift freedom, lean bear apy cepfi^rf which 
you Ihstrf pafs.by.w;iy oflettefj andl beg <)ijie,n^orc 
that you 'woold not be fpariiig. It wjU be ^^een^ed 
iw grcjt a favoiir a^s ypu can do '^e. ^ Whenj tjiejr 
kare gone; tc o^gb your hands, an4 thofe of one 
K 3 or 


or two nore friends, I i]|a}l. ff^h^f^^r^iwkiPf^ptkf 
)i(hii)g tiktm; though a« ,p jji^i^ .m«Ph:4epMd| 
upon the adylc^ J receive, ao^ previoufly. ofi thf^oftj 
portunitx I Ijavc of receiiring ^t,, I fim i9»,l^|l9s jjfeiii 
you will be pretty fiiir In difcoyerlDg to .inp»,!H{4Mi 
j>w ^^'j^if 'i^ i^^f 'Uihat fcudls jw» jfif^i . an^^ 'wk^ 
improwmtnts tbt^ are capable of, I (etyoa «i t/aiaio^^ 
ia& ; but I will return the favour lu far as I sua ^U^ 
either in tbt /ame <wfy 9^ ^^Y .o^^\ Tb^?. j>n§£f 
|ne to fay, that, if tliere be any compo4^^^ 9( 
yours that you would have me corred (and there 
^re fei^A^al of which I' want a <6opy), T woufd lyeg 
you' to' fetid them. "Your BlacklAnl cxceh *any 
ftjjlng-bh-d I ever heard ; and I befeech you to 
pftnvey it to The l^ieafowcs.by the ne^t^q>|po]:(ui^y| 
that he may acquire fame near other^ rills, and in 
Other valleys, than thofe in ^hich he vf^ produced* 

T'H A VE many compliments to make inyour country j 
to Wr'.lHi^, Mrs.'K-, Mrs. J-^, Mn^^-rr-, Mrl 
rt"-l-i \hd yotir brother. If 1 go' bririoi^LrH^^sl 
1 wflt ifiuredly call ahd fpeiid a mg1>f:'witlf yoii.-^ 
nut U preckriou8.f--Bu't' whether I dd'^^r hbtj"l 
lyduid willingly hopfe to' fee you' this fpring anUTum- 
Jtitf riiore than once ; ai a critic ahS 'as** a '/r/ir»//.- 
iior 'db f forget the promife of Mr/H-^ and Mr.' !f-;^' I 
.— iiiit of thefe things mDrewhe;ii]rfend,.*fc^ ^th^^a- 
pefjiy whiph 1 piirpoffe' to do to-Woj-rw /oniLifi^ 
that 45, the tiycnty-mnth. of February. 

Thave 

• • • « • • • . 


- ^- 


'I HAVE fittered greatly by railing at tkt.2Hku:fa^ 
button on a parfon's great coat.' Had Mr. Hallos 
lieiliitlillicdiiKlilaiMa!; i«>«oiM Wt^hWeiMftkleen 
iMfliH«^lil»*«^hi wfclW'li^r^F iai>faci to 
be commuted at BirHfAi%li^^($iwa« altoM^Iki^^ 
to death .Before I could accomplifli the exchange. 
TMf Milp^rafii%'''WtR«fi) iS-zof ^rtHoAo^ with 
Jmpfirfltf -Ji-That h tfie^bralJ ?- • *'^ ' ' '" 

I'HaYB/i-eceived avcrjrofti^hig letter fjPdm 1^2/ 
LiJxtfciot^ "WhcUin Ihfe teffi me that Ladf fert^ 
Ibrd vAMtci my place in her defcript^oii. Mr. 
Thomfon is intimate at Lady Hartford's ; anct^ fup^ 
pofe Lady^P^rtferf.-Wiy hAVCi hieca iaformed by 
^dy L. that Mr. ThomfoA h^s b^n here ; fo I cour 
clude^ i^ A^^^ V^ipiy, Jthait. xpy farm is advanfiing in 
reputation. c, , , . .- » 

W^AT ihink you of ^r^ Carte's Hiftory f or what 
of his iuurrativjs.£09cei;9ing,,(he Pretender's touching 
for the .K\pj^*s evil ! I ^hinjc one is not, however, 
to giire up hjs book entirely ; becade, with ^ his 
fi^Jlithti^ |ie. igpa^ ^ye ^ver^ noecdotes that o^e 
4JVQu}dv%e jo rcai. . ^ . 


'4 A |«4 •• 


I HAVE had great expefUtions finrnt the bcantifnl 
veins of a piece, of oak of which I have had a table 
inad^ i but, upon a thorough furvey of it, it is fo 

K 4 like 
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like nothing in the world as old B — ^'s callimanco 

,, I HAVtK. nothing ^o94A'rimA'ii?i!^)^y^:\ipmi 

another, page i .biiqI,^inP^M4 no% U>,m^ tMegiitlft 
concjiriiaa in mY^^^^6i^p^.(Hfi^firA:K b-jr/nmrj ? 

You, jr^uft givp.ine fomef ;timc tor jcqloiw ypa « 
coliedion of flowera (that^oflAva edJIqeuL. I ih(;wc4 
you here) ; and then I will make Mrs. Jago a pre* 
rent of it. I b^iliev^lii^.-HJ^agcMj^,;^^ 
affiftpe, who is much my" fii|)crior jn od^nt^^^^ 
Curacy j;. .a^^, the i^f^rip^OQjat the begimox^ is . to 
fun. ^iiiehow thus.: . ^^^ / ' • '^ /^ : 


f* i^ . ' 


"/' • <* ELBGANTlSSiMAl PVEtLAE""^"^ 


'» <^ 


** DORO^liEAE FANCOVar, ' -^ 
QyA'k PBRDULECTI SVJ CONbrsCl^VLt 
" RICHARDI lAGO 

" AMORES MERVIT', . . ' ' ,^ .. 


♦ * 


f ♦■' •*#* 


That»*rf, by trade •a*gaTlatid*-Jnakerr'43ueH'hk*>Sft^ 
fcription I may alter, if I can ifhink of-^aHy^hin^ 
more exprefiive of the regard which I have ever born 
*an4Mli bear yon. -'r^t^^-i-jnr.M^." bKda^/^H' 


• ' t 


x.vi!; ir f -»-* -s:-' 1-37 


r. t. 


Iflgtvefnblittd^ ia'^riih fob 'bue^ie^th and pre^ 

ydtt wiileafilf conipou&d that cordifal J^offine/^- hn^ 
ilig miy^othi^iftfi'itteht tlifat itf t^uifiit at llitad. 

i;;'.: ; 1 a?jM '* y<)iir vcry ftMM friend, '&c.>* 

■'■xl 


/ L' 

'J* • '• OD ij 

.»*.'«»! . ' .' V> 
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1 • • ' ' 

Tlie Leafowes, 
Mar. 23, i747-<. 


1 


,' ti A VE "ferif Tom over for the papers which I 

left under your infpe&ion: having nothing to 

add upon this head* but, that the more/reely and /or- 

•jf/^iii^^ you ^ give 5me your opinion, the greater will 

4)e die obligation which I ihall have to acknow- 

• - . * 

''[ ^I IHALL be very glad, if I happen to receive a 
'g6bd lar^ bundle of your own cOmpofitiofis ; in 
'ttpLiA to W^icb, ^TM^ obferve any conSnands whicli 
^jfM Ikall pleafeT^to lay upon me* 

wj . I AM 


,^ M *. >$ R:E N str CrNE ' s 

^Pliltiivs^ ; and I Hfii it nfMqf :raitittiiiiO{.: SI 

• '. • 

tev, fent by way^ of London ? I fhould be extremely 
ibrry to be diebid^ the pleiifttfe t»f writing to you 
hyjh&^pK^ af rip^ a« J J6?d: a violent propenfity 
to defchbe tbe notable incidents of my life } whieh 
iSsaoMnti&^^i as much as the tinfd ofyoar little 
boy's hobby-horfe. 

I AM on the point of purchaiing a couple of bulls 
ibr the niches in my hall ; and believe me, my good 
friend, I never pmoeeidjone iEep^ ornamenting my 
little farm, . but I enjoy the hopes of rendering it 
{liore agreealji^ to you, and the fmall cjanplfS-^qf ac- 
qnaintance which fotpetimes fauotir m&T wi(h<;jfh«r 




. 1 SHALL be cxtrejBxdy jlad. iff Ss^.yon 9x4:^- 
'Fancourt lyhen tjie frees #Lre jgjref n.j tiizt i«|,*iu tfl^ff 
but I would not have you content yourfelf wi^p 
fingle viiit this fummer. If Mr. Hardy (to whom 
,y<*|iwUl ffljal^? A9y:cpj([?pHwgii;f)-inslinj|s^jp fafour 

]m /9M.74}^,4uft;C9ip^Iatf/offt^^ j^ 

*iea^ hop^s of making ^ ce^^Cton )hif^ Ug/[t^9^ 

to 


4l^.^h$(pvMf w|^i»lfi,likc the fthfm«.tju»^fip^ii, jjf 

I HAVE had a couple of paintings given me £iice 
jjou were here; '-'^Ont^cff tfieA ir a Madona, valued, 
as ii{f,^id,.^;^'jb»» i^ififiaiiS in Italy, but which you 
would h^dly purchafe at the price of five ihillingi. 
fld#^#er9{^m' endeavouring to make it oat to be 
one of Carlo liiAaratt's, who was a firft hand, and 
fKismui'forfAtiiohisi even fo as tobe^^k-named 
^^ Cartflccio dcUe Iviadoufne** by Sdv«:6r^k6fi. If wo 
Ifcrettrs Of* thtf jcy^htf t€MT ^^gree j what Ih.dl I do 
iwith regard ip the third? It is a fmall piece, and 
l^jly blackened. It is about the ^ze' (though not 
i^uHe the fbape) of the Bacchus over the parlour door, 
and has. much' fuch afVame. 

A PERSON may amufe himfelf almofl as cheaply 
as he pleaies. I fiftd no ^all delight in rearing 
all forts of poultry ; gecfe, turkeys, pullets, ducks, 
&c. I am dfo famewiiat imitten with a blackbird 
which I have purchafed : a very fine one ; brother 
py father, but ijot hy mother, to the unfortunate 
hhd you fo beautifully defcribe^ a coj;^ of which 
^idfpfUon ypu muft no^ fail to fend me;-*-^3it, as 
J[!,ij|id j^efore^ one may eafdy habitufite one's felf to 
i:}mag amufeiiients,;^ that is, rural ones (Jhr ^11 town 
fj^fcf^ients afe, ^orridly expend ve) ^-^I wpald have 


70Q cufiivatte y6ur ganlen ; piknt HMnetSf hkrc 4 
Hrd or tii^in the hall (they w91 at lei^kmt^ym^ 
cbildrenyrwnte -now and dieii ajibng^ bayvoH 
and then a book ; write now tad then a letter to 

• - . Your inoft fin^wre fri^d, . ., . , 

f . ' ' ' ' ■* ^ ■» 

i> ' ' . . - . - ; «iid afledMaste^fovifat, -^ 

.1,1 ^ . . . . •■ , . 


J- V ■»« ** ' 


!VV, SheNi&tpnp* 


Ti^ Sv.lfJ9«E, you Jiave <xhaufted.jall youy^^jjpju;^ 
of criticifAi.ujtQn my verfe^ Khat;. you. may hav^ 
none left ^o cavil at this letter. ; for I am ^ihamed 
to think, that jfou, in particular, (hou^d receive, .tl^ 
idulleft leverwfote in my life,,, Make my cpmpli- 
ments to Mrs. Jago. — She can .go_ a little ,^road, 
you fay. — Tell her, I IhoiiU bcj^ fjond to fhcw her 
The Leafowes. Adieu ! 


4 


n LI. To. Mr. -— — , on hia Marriage. . . . 

This was* written Avguft 
* ' aij 1748 J but not fimt 
DearSir^ till the a8tH. 

HO W little foerer I am inclined to write nt tlas 
time, I cannot bear tKat you fliould cenfii|e 
ine 6f:1ttqlSa(lnefs in feeming to ovi^rlook th6 kti 
change ^R'yeiTf fituation* It will^^f iope, be^iciieenfted 

fuperfluout 


t^t yoa jnajr ^e; hapjpyj^ ^ but i^;,w^^ p^rh^ps;».I?ip, 

<u;/7/^*. building my Q|umo9 on the I^owledge I haVe 
long liad of your own tempery. and. the accpunt you 
give me of tlie perfon'^s i<rhom you have raad^ choice 
of> to whom I de^te you to pay my iincere. and moft, 
aFe^iotiate compliments. 

I'^Aa^ll always Be glad to find you pr^fentthus 
/fj^A/i^ though I' iOioafd Always be pleafed wh^n I 
ftw'yoii ^tentaritem mcjcrni 1 think ybu fhoufd ndg- 
MSTno opjiortunify 4t. Ais time of life to pufh your 
. fortune fb far as ah elegant competency, that you be 
ii6i eifibarraffda With thofe kind of folicitudes to- 
wards the evenihg of your day ; ' ^ ^ 

** Nc tc femger inops ^gitet ve^etque cupido, 
** Ne pavor, &. rerum («?^^/Wr//^r uiiliim fpes !" . , 

I would havb ypu atquire^ if poifible,-what the world* 

' eaUs^t^ith Ifctmr/r^^/jfy an ec^ forbine; and what 

Jliii^erpreti, ft^cb^lt SMtuhe las allows. of fome inac*: 

<:^taC)SJmd: inattejOition, .that one may not be con-^ 

^iiaUy, in fuQp^Pp . alK»ut the. laying out a JhilUng ^-^ 

this kiad of advice m£|y feem extremely dogmatieaf- 

in me ; but, if it carries any haughty * itirv F will obi 

viate it by owning that 1 never- aQed as I fay. I 

VMfteb^ft ^ road • t&. happinefs, I conle^ ; &adv fn- 

iUa4 of .purfuiogithejway toi the ix^ kwm^ an^ 

^ Yf ^k^lMe oaks which difUnguifli the region of it, 

I am 


f am got Into itt pitlfitl^art^rrc-gaj'den of antrfft- 
ment, and view tHe nobte'fccnes ^t a M/ancc. *t' 
fliink I can (^ tl^e fMu/ too that temls the better way,*^ 
and can ftew it others ; but I have knahy miles to 
meafure back before I cail get into it oiyfelf, and 
no kind of relbliitibs to take a finele ft'ep. My'*; 
ichief amufements at prefent are £he fame they haio . 
long been, and lie fcattered about -my fairm. The ) 
French have what they call a parfu$ <trnify I fup<* i 
pofe, approaching about as near to a garden as the * 
park at Hagley. I give my place the title pf a.^^ 
ferme omit ; though, if I had money, I ihould harcUj: 
confine myfelf to fuch decorations as that name re«. 
quires. I have made great impjFOvements ; and the 
con/equince is, that I long to have you fee thenu 

Iravb not heard whether Mifi -^— *-*s match piro- 
ceeded. — ^I fuppofe your obje6)ions were gtounded on 
ifie perfen's ^e and teinper % asd tkR diey had eke 
lefs weight* as they fuppoled jxn a^ed ittdMsreefely 
yomfelf : I can iay but litde oK tibe'ocoafion. Youf 

know better than I do. Oaiy thft» I flMift^ tfdd, 

that 1 have fo great an efteem fbr your Mer, ihMf 
% will be ne^efiary to my gaftt thai whoever marries 
her ihe fhodd be happy. 

. I HAVE Ihde hopes that I fiiktl now yon fee often 
iti tbi* country ; though it would htyntf in sdl pro^ 
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fetfflfty, ay'lbov fls .4^,. tHat woalj take a jourhejt 

«• To fee the foonJI o( the fonsof men/' 

The truth is, my affairs are iniferably embroiled^ 
by my own negligence, and the non-payment of tenants. 
I believe, I fhall be. fotced ' to (elte on one next 
week for three years and a halPs rent, due lalt 
Lady<*day ; an affair to which I am greatly averle, 
^olh ihroiigb tmUm» and cempajpon, I hope, how- 
ever, I fliall be always able (as Lam fure I fhall be 
49ffiioiis) to entertain a friend ^i ^ philrfophkal rtp* 
jpivi fiich as you and Mr. WhilUer ; and that wilt 
be all I can do* 

Rao LEY park is confidcraUy improved finte you 
were here, and they have built a caflle by way of ruia 
09 the higheft part of it, which is jufi{ctn from my 
mfooJi but. by the removal of a tree or two (growing 
ihawood that joins to the park,- and -which^ for« 
ttuvately enoagb, belongs to Mr. Dolman and me)» 
I believe it may be readtivd a c(^nfiderable obje6t^ 
fiere. 

I PvapoSB to write to Mr. Whiiller either thia^ 
poft'or the aext« The fears you feemed in up6n my 
accQuni are very kind, but have no grounds. lam^' 
dear Mn — — , habitually and fincerely, , 

Your moft.affedUonate: ... . 

' W. S^HEMSTOMt. 

Mr 


144 MR. iS-ttEN-StO^E'S 

My.,humbk^ fervice tp jour n«idibotta.-rSlimfc 
fwhoin yoa knew, at Derby) will publifli^^j^iiiti^ 
xhy grove in a fmair cpHe&ioiu 


^«*«W^ -. . T."! - T ,,t.,'* " '1 ** 




m To Mr* jAao»..wit]i an Inviution ^. The 

r .;• . .. , :• Leafowcs, J; ' * ;i . \ "• 

*. D^artMr.Jago,' \ . :.» .. vi748: • i. i 

IHAliCtY* know wlietlieVU will 136 pVudent itt* 
rtft to'own/th'at'.tVroie yifvt k 'Ie»^ letter ^pOK- 
ihk "fettipi ' oT your laft, *wh^ch t now ' Have^ eponr 
lity feble. *" I condemn'this hafeiit in mj/e// entirely, 
ifi d ^buld/ f ahi* fire,' be veiy na nSappy , * tl"" my 
fircridj , bywj^ exaAipW.'niourd be induced tb con- 
§kSr^ Me; • -rt^Uth I's, -f Jiarnbi expreffef 

Hiyfelf in it to my 'mind, and it was full of Blotv 

• •».■•-•■.• 

and Wunders, and interlinihg's ; veti'fiich as it was,' 
it-nad wfeanfed my attentibn, and given me a dinn-?- 

Bti^aoif -y Hiegig^if '^^feiif.'' 'rim ;:ii8W''impa{^^* 

to remove any fcruple y'ou may^ have concerning my 
gratefiil fenfe of^ all your favours, and^tje inv^iaWe 
jtontimiance of my affeftioh and* eU^erii.-^! £nd'by 
yout lalt qbli|;ing-vl©ttcr, that my ^machinations axui 
devicfe are not ^n^irely priv^tc.-^You knev^»af Aciy 
draifgl^, 6f 'Uagley, CallTe about the tiignefs of a 
Darley-Corn,^, you knew of our intended vifit to 
7 Lady 
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iMy L«sbch)ii^'< ; and. I maft add, Mr. Tho«ia»* 
£Udl biftw of m^coatrifiuice for xh» embtliiihintnt 
^ Mr. H«rd3r's konfe. Nodiing is thmt kid tluit 
Aall tioi be revealed.— Our vifit to Bamls i« i^jowr 
0rer ^nd paft.'^Lady Xnxborou^ has feen l&^ey* 
CaiUe ia the original }— "Wid as to lay defise .thav 
niy draught might be fi^ewm to ao Chiftiam foaW 
70a fuvely did but ill compty with it, whrft yo« 
9^ wed that tirmving to a CJtrgyiMm. However, yoil 
may have ^Mfted up to my r$al .i^faaingf tf. yad 
have taken care not to ihew it to any connolileiir. 
I meant ehieffy to gnard againitany one that knows 
the rules, in whofe eyes, I am fure, it could not 
turn to my credit.— Pray how do you like the 
feiloons danglii^ ^$!( tbc iwal wiadoMrs ?«TrItia the 
chief advantage in repairing an old houTe, that one' 
may d^voit^ tem 4e tnkt^fMitlMiit apyqctiiiQlriiittry 

e^ni«rQ« ... . . , 

, , I. 

I WILL not trottble you $uw with many panicu* 
)|i'«« Th0iiQ!Ui»t -$£ 1^'a ^ifwig IS, to chefiie ydur 
^cqppany and Mrs. jago's tUs wf«k>*4 fht^uU br 
4|{tpeine{y gla^ if X^ur oDwaaeaoe woald alfow yon 
to come ofi A^onday or Tucfday $ but,«if iti^mth'tfy 
imprafiSciible, I woold befeach yen noc to po» of 
the vi&t hinger than the Monday fUlowing^ ioi dw 
leaves of mf groves begin to fall a gseae paor^*^ 
I bi)g qnee xaore, yoit would let no fmaB incoi^ 
«ejiteilce |xraveiit your being here en MIikm^,*-!^ 

YoL. III. L to 
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it.foort iificr; ,and IJfc6pt yau* wUl.Tiat^ itoid upon 
puD^UtJU^, jwhcn .1 mentSxin . my indindtioiraihat ycAi 
ma^ allcbtkc a walk /tluoiigh- my coppkts' befer^ 
^u^r IHaiity is muchjaiipaired/' Were-im 4 tpHghtly 
vein, 'I'wuH: adtn.stSa^tftg fooAjeching^ gWted' by 
V/ay^.ofwifl^/^i;^ ca Mrs:.Jago*8 compliment. — As it 
isvl csi9.[oii\y'thAnk'htrfopxhc/ui/lanUf%tidiLpplsiud 
iii^^f^ifmfs- .6f it«t»«-I po%one. all other -matters till 
Ifec yoUf •lazB^hkbituaUy aad fincefely^, t ,. . 




:... . .. :, . 'Yquc moll. affc6lionatc friend* 


XtSli^iSi)^:jcM>']iotiJQ<i8«d(»ried, fny-dii^^ t6 

fend you 2^ blank page; nor can I be contend to do 
fo now. 

t:;;! ;Ta:>ii>ici jyp«^drjro^2B^^£fc$^i ibr3«htfiivcfrfe^ wicb 
wI^idL'^du jjiwittr^/nttflj i'fthi^k. .th&m :9D0id: lineSf 
tad fadki others/ tfaataiki wciiet n them^i' bs^C^ytfa-^ilt 
give me leave, .whe^ /Lieeyibiry Co pvb^oie fome lif- 
tto sko'aiioo-i A» to' ttn epiiUe> it Iwoisld^lbe exe-> 
cutedwi^^^ i^dv/ey, ;;.knd.| .would' have U ^tUrn to 
youifccrpdiL asi weD ' fasomy > 9wn : -^ But you have * cer- 
tatnlyi of late. acquired..an/ eafe in wncing:; and 1 
am temj^ted-to. think; that .What, you^ write hence* 
^- * I .' . "forth 




forth will be uhiverfally good. Perfons thatiiave 
feen' yo'iir ielegiesKIce ** The Blackbirds" bert, as it 
is'moff 'afmredlythe^nifoft correB % but I, who pre- 
tend 'to grear'pcnetrrftion,.can fore/ee'that ** The 
"Linnets** <will te' m'acTc *to excel. -^More of this 
when "I fas 'ybu. Poor Mi fs G~, J— "ft— fay's, 
is married't aiid poor' Mr. Thom/bn, Mr. Pitt tells 
me, fs ^f<w'<?.-*-He was to have been at Hagley "this 
week,* irid then I* fhould probably have Teen hini 
}>ere:'^h.t\x.\%\ I'will erefl an urn in VirgiPs 'Grove 
to his memory. — I was really as much fhocked to 
heir of his death, as if I hid' known and loved him 
for a ^h limber of years :-^God knows,' I lean on a 
very ^w friends ; and if they drop me, I become a 
wretched mlfaiithrope. ^ '' ' ' '^ _ ' 


,X. J, i '?. » • . r. * : •(» '{ \'V 


. WH, Tp the feme. 


Sunday right, 
-- ii>eafMr;'Jago, ^^'- ^- «"•' ' Sept. n, 174.8. 

1'^Ait E 't^i's ' opportunity' of a^cknowledgirig the 
juitice of your excuies. Mrs. Jago's prelent cir- 
cumitahces' fender her vinl quite xmpraclicable," and 
yours" t ni^ve the famV .kiiid of reafori to difpenfe 
With J , as I guefs, ragt me' could as foon take a 
j5urjiey ier]elf,2X this time, as bear that you fhould. 
-rBut to'fay I wks not greatly mortified, would be 
'*^ ^ \a z doing 


V . 
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4o]ng mj^V the greatc^ mjuIUce. Difaffmn^i % 

wasy you txuy t)c fure, to hear cxCafes; ihren u^ 

oiQcli as Sir Johii FaKbff, when Mr. 1>i)BibteiIo4 ^ 

put iiim in miml o( ficurityy iafteafl of fendiDc; iiim 

>«V9 «Qd thirty yards o( hvisk to mi^e htm a Jhr^ 

cloak*. And on the whbte, I began to aecMe yoA 

and Mrs. J^o of coUoguitfg togethefp tcr fix youl- 

<ri(k at a time when yoo were well aflored yot Ih6vil4 

have an apd$gy to lend me inftead. Ndw, if I ihiMilft 

l^refs this accufatioa^ j^ray how tiKtmlil y<m e<radt 

ihe force of it ?— The «ext thlxi|; t am to Ipealp to, 

i( your verfes. I have xs^^ you wi^ f ck«oyyIed{:« 

Clients ^^r|p ; ^nd as y6« are lb %<iiiA U CO actcpl 

fheqi, I will not trouble yon witli addition Tfsx>^ 

felGonsy /or repetitions of the |)aft. I wjl! 6cfcn!^ 

tjpon your good-fenfe for an* extitfe» if J only add 

what I think proper as to any altirafhft } whereih 

I have a view to your credit^ as well as my o^v^t. t 

confefs, it rec^uires ibme nicety to infcribe fnch an 

elegy as •• The floM-lhctti" t^hJibut At danger you 

forefaw. Bat I think it mnjf be ddne (aild // prettf 

i^arly) in {ueh manner that no mantof i^^wpbe 

t^mptad to ridicule itj ahd is for tHe'-vaitM; pf 

whatever r^ni they be, it is &bf<d.nteftf b^l^aly 

rn^ny times to ^ivi thim itf* T^r Mli^ ieni&n^ are 

abfplutely, connected ; and you may very itajTi^ c^i 

to mind fome charmipg tlu^gsp that ti^ulj ei^citotb^ 

laughter of your men of^rr %fii^ iMn^ bt|t'|»e 

by no means thought the worfe of b^ mea '0f ^im 
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|bf/fliE* IwiU oolyjnention.iV^drewMarvd's Fam^ 
^li!^peii*9 MUifellanies. J inclofir th« degy with 
4»flR0 ftw>.prQfofe4.ahen^V fal will 11^^ nique 
^ jOimg, pf i^//;#i* . wuk . cricKifiii., i ^Ifo ittclo(b 
dkif other, ftrfts )n»u icntr ok; which I think good 
ffg^^^ipA^m ttfoxi iaioead of Uccte alteiatiois be* 
lidc d^s^ ^.^ iogloxvius name, at ihe bead of them $ 
ll^9]^<^.;m>n^»MUi^i I will ^cvior f»bmi<. Pray 
iipr]^,^ ^,79ttQg' gOftUemat that traoflat^s your 

1^ W^ J«<«l ^r*T^^^ ^J^^ will .give yoa 

fgai^.dlilii(cq|f;D| i aad« if t^cfe Unea ie. th^ prodod 
0f.j(hf , geiiMls of a boy of ihac agc^ he wiU iii a year's 
4^pe^t^*a^ tp ejcteod the fame of your , compofi- 
^t^, i^Mi the^i be g^ tq» lee '' The Goldsftnches? 
«liAtlt.ht»,j^a^;..thottgh I have j»o octraordinaijr 
ipofbcifii^fi^'^lie..^ii poetfy. of e mckleni; at kail,, 
f|^70Ur f^Bft f^Q^l^^s^s IP WaMl^t^ <>>f xxitadri- 

, ,1 MAJM^, Wf J^ff^ l!|ir.,Tho^i*m'5i m Caftle of 

^t JMokiK^' VI ¥^P^ fP' ^ &u)icr tdition ;^ b4H an 

j^nr'lo^i.iiilipiitiew^iMff JtCLj/eiid for it on Thurfda/ 

ncad^fijKQt /alijf |fa^i^ raifi^g a n^at um to him 

iifk^imji; Ipmr. j^^ if .^KXyttekon does not in* 

^tonJt^ S^c'^^gL^J^re me. Bat jt fhould W cx^ 

.??'**'^ t^^*r?^^^W ^'^*^® w|\fitabouta to place 

,ii^-^yQ^ f||fii Ofj^ dwelliagin the Cai^le (rf In- 

4eknoai wi^ i vo:iIy odiWve IV^. There is (omething 

* ' ' \mpy.Rre|;ittin^ainVJ^fWiti^^ 

L^y ^ any 
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any kinii'bf lett. or impediment to the cocrifliDa of> 
my triilesi. that I fee, I am in jio,. wife able «I9 make, 
the lead advances. ,1 think wuhin, myfelf I could; 
proceed if you were here.; and yet { have reafim to. 
believe, if you (u;^/r Jxere» we ,ihouId.Qaly. lumUe; 
round the groves, and cl>at. away .theitinke; «and> 
perhaps ihait upon, ihci.twholfy is of full t as much: 
importance* — *! do. not know but I do myr(^ fiune- 
little; injuiiice here, -for. - 1 ha*v£ wrote. out .my itviiiir 
zad my /mmtsy good and bad^ with, many ornan^^- 
from the pencil ; and the next thing. I do will be. to: 
tranfcribe my elegies* The fault is, I take no pains> 
to improve what I tranfcribe,*and confeqawntly .am' 
only able to exhibit* my :nonfenfe in a fairer drefs.— ; 
You muft' give meleavej ere it he long, to infert* 
two or three lines (I think in ^h/e) before Mrs*: 
Jago's flower-piece.*— 'I am fure, I am obliged to her 
for a fruit I greatly love — it was not entirely ripe ; 
but it was the only one I have taded fince I was lall 
in London.— Yefterday dined here Lady'Laxborough, 
Mr. Outing and Mn HalU X<ord Dudley, Mifs Lea,* 
CounfeUor ^Corbet and Mr. .Saunders, Mn. Perry 
Mrs. Perry and Mifs Dolman, and half a dozen iaofe* 
men, befide my own fervants and labourers ; (b yoa. 
may guefs we had no fmall fracas* l*noiv iit dowa 
amid folitude and filence, and can hear little elfe be- 
fide the pendulum of my clock; — yet.my fpicits-are. 
no way funk, but afford me jud fuch a temperature 
of mind, as inclines me to write to fome familiar 

friend ; 
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, frfcn*^;iibfeif I'liatfe a thoiitafla 'tKings to 'talk'] of 
to' ydu, ivWcft 1 do not care to fwrtie, I hope *to be 
at)leto fpcnd! a few days 'wit!i Mr. Hardy, before 
his mel'6n^ are all gone; and yet I would not fiave. 
him keep 6|ie a moment longer upon my ^account. * 
I 'dtffire he would accept of my* compliments, as I 
truft he Witf.— FranKs at pfefent run low with mf ; 
but I fcrtd you one, which you cannot ufe fo fpOtK 
butlihallbe able to fend you others immediately.^ 
I wiiH T could fend you any thing more than the. 
iheans of obliging, 


Sir* 


1/ . t- * 


Your moft aFedlionate friend, 

W, S. 


' LIV. To the fame. 

« ... 

' Dear Sir, Sunday, Nov. 13.' 

T MOST, fairly own, that 1 have not fate dowa 
-*' till now to return my aclcnowledgments fpr your, 
hi! taoft obliging favour ; and yet I* have been doing 
fo*in imagination almoft every day fince I receivect 
It. , I have only to defire that you would not think 
me ftupld\ and then you mull of courfe conclude, 
me'hightly' delighted, to find the vtt^^^ which had 

L 4 fd 
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to .^xu^ A^ fc^iii90i\y l|ei^ip9f».iiJbtto caui6d thdej 
xny letters xo^ht v^2fj^,f^i^i9^M^\^mAt$i^^ 
am glad to Tee yea dinent from fom« ^Iterations I 
prppofed ; .for ;wbifb, geoca-^y ^peidaiiga i ijunkll 
cto fee your ^Wons, As to any )ittU n^aQjMr whiok^ 
J havb to meotion fartber, ( ch»|e iip;(Mer it dlli 
I w^it oti Mr. Hardy 5 which I purpoff io ,d^.'iieft 
fSrethJis- moil this out, it, mny ]>piSbly 4^^ th0i 
beginning of ibe pe;xt week ; )f^Kl i,9grt: not Ifyr 
(uch flr^. upon m, fiijtuf^ cvM/y 9« t;i^ giv(B you .»« 
^mjjai£lon to. fay fo J^^ tp i^.: lotjSbsad thftrso^ 
pleafe to make him 9y.coix\pUmfi;it3k-«iVi:teU Ittfnx 


T • ■ ... 

I BOjL^owj^D PcHifley'^,.Mifc<U¥)y<>f :ii«ady Luiid 
bofough, In which are niany good things. I long 
to be making a m^tk bn^ the head of tvtty copy 
(as I would do were the bopks xny o^n). Heic a 
cypher ; there an aiterifm of five. j>QintSy and there^ 
one of ejght.j-^If yon, aiid Mr% W — , a94 Mr; G-^-v 
anfd j, were together for ;a fortnight^ ^a fojrcfft aiid- 
rcvife, might not we make » njijcelU^y af^^mok^ 
Aat' would fell ?— ^iVly fingers }i^ xo t>e. at |itp*-*. 
but I fear it cannot' be.-r— Tficj^fon's poeu^ amiifed 
fc gfeatl)r.--l thinl^ his pUn has faulcs.; p|itrtipftbi»tt 
iy/tha'the itiouTd 'have faid nQthji^g jpf .the 4iie|ifea 
Jittencling lazihcrs.ln Yi&^r/i canto, Jbut referved thc;jii 

tofinke'^us mrf qUii^tngh in t^c laft; bjut^^pntht 

' ^'.^^^'- ^-"^- ^; e • ■ •; -.^^^j^^ 


i . ..» . ...... •- 'T *-j- i'^-' '■' - ^'*'':^ •'* 

H I ^VTOlr w JOmmaiMii iw^ ^fttttti^; ^^d^(B t|Mi: 
Q^m Mit f#ai tkat I liaW goe ft ttiackffte to/exL^ 
lOit Ittiiiftil^ ieci t^ ««h«iitage: ft >^tfB at^ 
founaiA 'ftittii^ .and'! fe^mn^teifti'oiie tO' y^di or^ 
Mr; Hi^y.-^SmiA'i Vlev^s (with a lihle colbu^iig)' 
ap^ar xtfv^iAgly^-^ tot if yott lifre not cointeti^ 
ypitli'>paii|yter»^; and want fimi (wbith idifi^s abdut 
sm nueb ai^^ii^fiuntttig from i^in-Kun^ng), yoo mult 
/i!ia«.-*«tiQmirer» if yoa caa acquieice in a JSTm^^ 
TiptaaiUnt to give 70a a prdper vrc^ight' af iA yotir 
viiiting-places (which I think enough for all reafona* 
bit bn^ abd ptfjl^ies), 'uk« tlt<f feUowIn^lit^d^. 


I ' 'T • » I J 


» •• 


^^ /*AR<;peipt tOrP#kie^'?AM#. ... :- ->• 

'•Taki aflioe-niakcr into your partoar (ftatlsrc--' 
'^ poled % good 'Wdritmaa),' and bi^ him procure V 
<(^ piffceof itd-or blue Mcftdcoo leather ; let him fliapa' 
^ thiaiatb did fixe of a quafter of a fiieet of paper, or 
^ ft fetey te ffiihethitig larger. . Let him dbuBle it t|^ 
^ fiish « Btashtr iit to leaVe fome part to wrap^ov^r j^ 
^ ihf ftStch it neaily at the ztAs^ lining it either 
«« "with fin: or tke beft ydlow leather he can ^ee^ 
•*with. Then maft you befpeak a filver clafp, 
«^ which ' you iHa^ hat^e gttded ; but be Are it be 
]^j)^» amd pioperly ansexed to the afore* 

"faid 
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**Mi Mowcm haflMv. 'Mflite^'tt^^efeAt of thti' 
^ to 'die.frettieA gifl you ktidMrjibut-iiDed whh^dlP 
^ a dozen of your btoft kxnipofilibni^t tske care that^ 
•* one be in praifc of i^er ingenuity. For modcfty's 
*^ iake, d^iice ^ nbr t6 ibeW thenp f«r' atry liriag 
*f /£>ul ; bvki at thefeme time,: be careful tha« )i<oiir> 
'/dafp be fplendifll, and your letier-caie fnade'ac*^ 
•* carding to tke- foregoing direftions.'* ' • 


. ^dieu ! feriQH%.yQyirifi9 


w; s'f 


I 1 • 
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XV. To a iFriend, disappointing him of a Vifit. , 

* • ' I • 

June, 1749. 

"piE on Mr. N — ! he has difappointed me of 
^ ^ the mod feafonable vifit that heart conld ^i(h 
c^rdclire.— My flowers, in bloHbrn^ my walks newly* 
cleaned, my . neighbours invited, and I langoiniing 
for lacl£ of your company I Meariitime^^you are' going' 
to dance attendance on a courtipf.— -Would to Godt 
be may difappointj^tftf, according to the ufual pradlice 
Cjf thofe gentlemen J— I mean, 'by giving you a'fa^ 
better Jiving than you ever expeCtedi: . > ** 

< 

I , If AVE no toonermade than I am ready to r^' 
caiJthzt wilh,'ia Or4pr to fubftitute , another, in it^ 
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phge^'WiitQk.lsy: tlut.yott.maE]r father^ fqoat. your^ 
fqlf dowa upooi^ a fat^gfocife Uviog.iii< iWtrwiekfliire, 
er one io St»ffordihire>^or penhaps: WiQrcefbc&ire» 
ol^tbA'^iHtttf diuomniaiiim. I. do tDOt . mentioo. Sbrop* 

■ 

mala body of that county than . £l am .from, citker 
of the others. But, neverthelefs, by all means wait 
en Mr. N— ; (hew him alt rolpeft, yet fQ ,a8 not 
(o lay oot any of the^ profits of your coMifige^t living 
in a black TclVeC waiftco&t and bre^lkes.to appear 
before him. True ^eiit needeth nought 43f. this. 
Befides,' peradventnre, - you may not receive the firfb 
Cj^^uarter's income- of it this half year.^ He .will pro- 
bably do fomething for you one time or pother ; but 
you ihall never go into Ireland, that is certain, for 
lefsthan a deanry ; not for lefs than the deanry of 
.St. Patrick'si if you . take my. advice. Lower, your 
hopes only to advance your ftirpri«P ; ^* gr^ta fuper^ 
** venient quae non iperabimus." Come to me asyoM 
may, A week is clapfed fince you hegan to be de- 
tained ; you may fufely come over in a fortnight, 
now at fartheU:— -I wili be. at home. — However, 
write dire^ly j you know our letters are long upon 
their journey. — I expelled you the beginning of 
cvqry ^ejek, till I re.c^ived your.J^Il Iptter, itafa- 
Uitttlj. .,^, ., _ . . , . . . . 

^.Fqr my part, I, begin to wean myfelf fi^m all 

hopes and exgeftations wl^^tever. — I feed piy wild- 

. . . ducks. 
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dttcks, and I water my carqatioaB I Happy encm^ 
if I coM cxdngntfli my. aaibition, faittp m iufalgg 
(what 1 hope I feel in an equal degree) the de&re e^ 
heinf ibmething mona. beneficial in my ifbaeit.-^ 
l^hape Conm&» oeher drcitodbnoet wesld waai 
alio to be adjofted* 

. ' ^ T f 

, , r HAV( j«l^ read Lord BoUngbroke's thr^ If tter|» 
,whiph 1 Uke as iifiuch as moft j^ieces of politics I 
cy^ fCiid^ i adi^ii^, eipecial^. fhe (^irst of* tliii 
^yle. I.a$ oqucH admire «^ the editor'a unpppulaf 
pjr^a?e.<^I kaow th^e ffmuly hitherto j/i#NM^ to makai 
it .a point to conceal Po^'s affair % and QOWi th« 

cdiMr, nnd^ l«o^ ^'^ bfpe6tio9^ Mt oaljr re^tes^ 
^iit iavUea jpoplf to.thini ,the wi^ft of it.**^What 

4fQ/lAier0/\et^(mt my t^d ,pia^y^ hgy^ for (kinkiag lit . 
ef Mr. I^ope, I canfot $i)r J but /orely it is not /©^^ 

//Wr^te teflea a p«r^n*s ^haraftcr that had done oiie 

fo fiMich honour, 

l.am* dcvSirn. 
-• ' Ybui^ affeftioiiiee • 

« 

libxVE tkis tmoment r<l:eiired ^aJong letter Aom 
Lady Luxboroii^4 «ftd;^«tfi areHao lp9k 041 all I6ai 
eokioenring! both. Lord BoUngbroke^s «Aair ^aad kff 
nslbitKieiit si pcematait. Mjr^ Ladyr's . daughfiet Md 
fciV^ih^fciMr irjfit her 3*cxt arcefci . .-. v, , j ., 
> , -LVI. To 


' f 


h ^ t "^ E* 8. - 


LVI. To ^T. }ac&. 


r •• /■ 


From Tlie LesfoweSy M ft appears 
' •!! a raiiiy Ei^hlng^ joM* 

IT would probably lie Ip long b^ore yoa cai^' re^ 
ceive this letter by t%ie pbH, tbat I dannbt tHink 
offubjefting my tbanks fir jskr li^^t^t itty hopes ^ 
fieing jtm fign^ to fuA ati mcerUuntyl^^ ft all' not 
now h^veitin my power to meet yoo at Mr. Wren's 
immediately^ Tq wouH lofe nq time la requefiinfi; your 
€omi|)^ny here next ioeeif if you pleM^e. ^I hope ^rs* 
^ago aV^ will accoii^paiiy yoit, and tnat you W}|l &t 
)!iilt the 'firil; day Of the we^kyMerihi 'Monday^; that 
yOtf mif 'not' leave mi; !n lefi d)kn fit days' time^ 
under a pretexi^e''df necei^ty, As to the verCes you 
were 10 kiiid to cOnrey, t wilT take occa£an wh^ 
yott come 

^p^*' Tb &id oat^ Hte^affiead* 
^ Sooirtkiiig p^ bippe^ and mkUe ta cofniiietd.'^ 

So. 1 Ay M jnane at /r^ 00 Uut head* 

I 
T |.o¥fc \to y'.tit^verfes, bat I «tiriJ^ none. -A* fitti^ 

^ nihil^^KB^ itettt aim ^n^ ffttibe^i^^^t ^UliMk 

^ Mif S "f«^ 1 wrtftir lh# fi»ttawiii|; «t fareakfai 
y^iihM«yi 4^ tbi^ .af9^4ai { ia^?WDQle ib^ t iaw 
yott* Thqr in now in oiie 4^ ti^ «Q<^i«4ioujlb <{p 
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Virgil's Grove, for the admonition of my good 
friends the vulgar j Of wh6m' I hive 'multitudes tvcry 
Sutiday evening, and who very fortunately believe 
in fairies, and arcno jn'dges bf poetry : 

. ' ' ' . 
'' Here in cool gro^» and moiTy cell, * ■- * 

.. . V. We tripping. fawjK and^feiries dweli: .;, ; ^ 

•' Tho!/ai;el;{ fcen ^y n^nsd,,cye„ ., , 

•' Oft as the .inpop, af9c^(dhcd:bighp \ 

•* lHrte.thro\. y.on Ijmcs ^^r,q4^'riiig heam* .. 

•* Wc frifl;. if ^ar. thi^ crj(ilaL.ilreaipa. . 

, ** TnfeN fear to foqil Uiefe tacred bow'rs : 
•* Nor wound the Ihrubs, nor crop, the flow rs i . 
, ** So may .your path whh fweets abound I 
>* So may your .couch with reft oe Cfown'd ! 
« But^ iU-betide.or nym^h gfi.fw^in,^, .. . ,, . 
! . " Who dares thefc^ Jjiallow;d*,>aunts profeM.'* . . .. 

I suppose* tBe' rotund at'HagTey i» compleated, 
but I hav^'^notwKcn it faitbeno; neither doldften 
journey or vifit any nx^here. except when a fhrub 
or flower is ^ipoii *the point of* bloKommg neatf my 
walks.— I forget one viiit I. lately n^ade in my neigh- 
to urhood,* to .a young clergyman 'of tafte and, in- 
genuity.. His name is rixell ; he jpiays j[neijf upo^. 
the violi*iK' jini'^^eVy well upon tnc iarbfichord :, has 

* - 6 ' ^ time 


»» • • ^ * # •% '• #"*■•• y 


feSeto '3niproy4';Hittiie]f. He gave me an oppor- 
tanitf of *^bein^ ibqpamtcd with him ^by 'fifequentlf 
vifiting, and introdafvxg s^vapfm^.t^^ my walks. — 
I met him one morning wuh an Italian .in m^ 
grove, and our acquidhtaitce has been growing ever 
fififi^r^-tie^Mi^WfiiAre iii an eftate that is near me« 
and lives tiiere at prefent ; but I doubt will not do 
ib loag-i — wh o n y e n c o m e,- 1 w ill fend - for ' h i nu *- * 
Have you read my Lord Bolingbroke's £Aays on 
Patriotifm, &c. E^mmI ikvt ^'yotl react Merope i and 
do you take in the Magazin des Londres ? and pray 
Hbw' Hoes your garden flourifh ? I warf ant, you dp 
not yef kliow diclfiffSrince betWiirt'a-rafiunciilii 
lend aii ttntiliidnfe'.' — God Kelp 'yet — CbiAc to me, 
and be in^rthed if tfc^nalorc' of aff plants, *^froni 
•• the c«Jdir t^ Mbunt'LebanBh to'theliyfibp that 
♦< fjirtngeth oUt^tsSP the*: wall.'*— Prij^lJTo hot foil to 
to^raff^yolir -iew ^ ^a Weri, whence . yo J ' may tranC 
l^ani! ill kinds of flowers inta your -vferfts. If bj^ 
chaacef you make a viiit it J* - ■■ fifty years liience^ 
Utoni ibfce diffant piut of England, fhill you f6k-get 
tfefe little angle' whei<6* you ufcd to mife and fmg ? 
** En unqttam, &e: PcMi siliquof, tira .regna vident 
« Inirabere, ari^s/* •'../. . ^ 


1 ' ' . ' 
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I I fixpECT by ^the retufh of Tdra toireccite e trito 
that' wil,atinife yoUr It is a fmall gold feal of Vida'tf 
head,giKen b3f t^d-CDr to ^ rektson^itf minci, who pub*^* 
lifhcd Vida^ and'intfoduced Vei»t^e mto^ A)Qfi««rs^-^ 

. > Perhaps 
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Pcrlu^ yjptt remember Mr. Trifimm q{ Hftrnptw^^wif 
thfi day iv« fpent clinic frtm Icbooli it w#» 14i» 

> I am, Terjr cordiiAy, 

Younit 

W* Stfllll9T0»C« 


pear Sir, 1745(^ 

T T j* |i<vv Sun^y eicenu>8> ,afid J baioe U«» ^n^^ 

Jiundrad iumI fi^y peopUp ^asui that wjl^ a0i toft 
^e aad raxwiiy . ;haA 2^ Tuf Jt 4i|r hm ^fi'^t^'T^ 
I hav«>»r*9p^.o£.fceiog XW ^"^ ?wik|.t»lt tf 
^fe iho«]dt bfippf^ to be friiilrali<^ I &M ^ 
them revivn.i^th double 4rd<Hu:9|id.i4v«cttf^ ifUKi 
Pid mot yOM tett me of a (reatiire.th^.y^9ur M« .|iib 
kr h^d, where the author ^ n4#avpuiB ;o viftdi«MI 
andedaUifti G<»thic uchi\»&Vi^i a^id^et Mt ^ 
ii^me man explain it alfo by draufghta on woffet 
plates ? That very book, or rather fiuQ tiil^ anl the 
author's name, I want.— I fiiall never, I beUeve» be 
entirely' partial to Gotha or Vaadlils filter ; h\k I 
think, by the affiftanceof finae fUcb cieatife, I cobM 
ficetch ont fome charmis^ Gothk templet and 'Qm* 

tbic benchea ior garden*tfeataw«*I d# aiip efleca it 

extremely 


t 
/ 
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exttedn^I^r ridkalotis to permit another perlbn to'de- 
%n ytK'yMr, #heil ^ fti^^ing one /cbr bwn plans 
you afpropriate the merit sOf ^ -yo)i .b|iild» and^ feel 
a double pleafure from any praifes which it receives. 
— 'I' had here laft WedncfHay Dean Lyttelton, Mr. 
\yUik^: hf^^^fif Commodore Weft, Mifs Lyt^ 
telton, and Mifs Weil. They drank tea, and went 
rooAd my walk«? where t h e y T eem ed aRojiifl r e (!h^hgy 
9iad been fo long ignorant of the beauties of the 
plac^e ; faid, in gesen^,' el^<&y ' thing that was com-- 
pimfaut or firiendfy ; and left me highly Relighted 
H^A *^thiir vifity and with room to hope for' mwjT 
itfore. ^M&ii time,ii%y' dtf hotjrtei tome"}*'! A kf^ 
fo}i ^*re tobt PyiiKies^.-^What ! you thihki beCaufe 
yei iS^tH^zp^m'myky'ilii five fihe cttildren/ 
Urato^^inifP dtrfpWy 4H V«f time in cfirefling 
theni'at hofhe, or lAjrfag^ 'Schemes 16t their cmdlu- 
limt allroadi Is thfis jmlilic fpirh>is thi^ Virtue ? 
or> if it be Vittue, doft thou think, becau^<f thou 
art 4u»gte«Ai»^^ there mirft %e no caked knd'ale ?'is iV 
ndt your d^ to pai:take 6f them with a j^/V«^ 
flahctltees^r^ifitfg atod i^lidang' Mm under' what 
Boil«au calls, ^ 


.«>.»«•, •»' .-%■•.* V-' ' 


4^' JL4^f«|fit|l|l9 Cn^an^de n'avoir xidaifaire;?^ 


o I 


u<«,.:^Bte2p«tiii fwd^enakiesDf^id&nf^.'^ ? - - 
* V<>t* HI. . M Prat 
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Pray cosie the firft d^tf of the week» and let 
Mr. Fancpurt accompany you.— •! have notsuuch to 
add by way of news. The Duke of Somerfet is going 
to lay out thirty thoufand ponods upon Northuaiber* 
land-houie; nine houfes to be purchaftd and pul^ 
led down on the other £de the Strand for flables: 
the Scrand there to be widened; I cannot tell you 
half; but one. thing more I will, which 13, that there 
will be a c]iapel on one.fide of theqoadrangley with 
a Gothic wainfcot and Qeling, and painxed glaia; 
and Q::^ in it a Dutch &ov^ contrived fo aa to took 
like » tomh with an urn iipon it* 

'What need I ai;ri</ all t)iis;? ^mlaf^U^ff^ you 
in a few djiys ?— Not a word moipQ piofitiY^y,;. faving 
what may ferve to aflureyaou that I am> dear Sir, ^ 

• - * Inviolably yours. 

The Leafowes, 

J"ly9i»749* W, Shbha-fowe* 


^Tf 


LVm. To the fame. 

The Lefifowes, 
Dear Sir, Mar. 15, 1749-50. 

nn H O U G H I have not hkherto troubled yod with 

•^ a letter, I have not been void either of inquiry or 

information^ concerning the ftate of your affairs, and 

. of 


m 
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of Mr. Hardy's health. Indeed it is now feveral 
weeks fince I collefted Ibme particulars from your 
brother, and I am now iinpatient for further intelli- 
gence. As* tt> the circtrmftartces of oar friendlyrc- 
ception: at'Wroxall, Mr. John Jago has probably 
enough acquainted you whh ihem. He nvcuIJ, how- 
ever, fcduce me to give ycftr a diftJn'ft account ; being 
afibred, "as he fays, that MY. Wren's behaviour muft 
afibrd a cbod fubjeft for drollery. I dotfotkiibw 
how^fef Aid Would bsptt^fj' Wit I thinle,^>w<ien 1 
witte 'again fO'iay friend Wren, to give Bimn Ikttch 
df «ki# own dlibtfter,JB(! as it' appeared to us Ming 
the time of our vifit. Periiaps h mayavall' k^l9fl^^; 
Amidft his violent paffion for gardenio|^^ if his Vdiild 
but phmeaway ibne i^ld exert^fbefaees Atom' 6ne- or 
taro bxancheaxrf' hir cbatiaer, he«migk^ bring hittH 
felf.to beaptgood firaitv He ihould -wMi/hisMiii^a 
little ; Wbere there bat fpnmg'ap a moftiuxiA-Imircityp 
of pans, that threaten to chciak all its wholefome prd^ 
<lu£tion»«^'' Spinas aniqio fortius quam agro evelkt/^ 
He has good fenfe and good-nature ; pity he fhould 
di%atfe^em I-^not but that it is better to have the 
fiAftimci alone than' the y^rffffWair^,' and fo I conclude, 
•^nce I came liome, I have done little elfe than |>lft'»t 
baflxes-, 'haztl, hawthorn, crabtree, elder, &c. toge- 
ther widi fome fiolweriag ihpubs that -I have had gi« 
.ven me, and fome that I haVte purehafed to the amount 
of twenty fliillings. I tlink nothing remarkable .has 
occuired; only, one mifemble tempeftuont day, I 

M 2 had 
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had my hard Stamford, who called tofp^mf wftUta. 
My Lord promiied to. comeagiin in theifmnmer^ and' 
invited me more than, once to Envilte, Uy the way^ 
he is now building a Gothic grecA^hottfe by Mr. 
Klillcf's diredion, and intends- to biiald ca^cs, and 
Qod-kcows-what. By «U accounts, the place xs well 
^orth feeing when you come into the countrj* which 
J'hcipe you will not fail to do this Quing^ v^,iiajr 60 
^nat you embroil me ,wt^h ^lf • Miller>in >i^gai]4 fo my 
ohi^ationa L i|iad|f in-rhis w^Ijfb. l(#nfw|K^,^ these 
were a great i^any ^ii^Wt)i wh^b lii^aSiluigUy. 4er 
^g)4^1 .andtibrget dutt^^ere wete a.Alv jilbiwihich 
ti^me^le^^tpadffisFe.' .IM«ed, IthouglihiMdHle >ta 
l^guUte n^ exprf||Qp«, :a9^9ngft fjie»dljoa]^/ii|rdir 
%ne.4rulef «|hidi I-i9l»g^ to oi^funfp im-mhtcd tcon^ 
ff^y. 1 fky di^tfty ifi>r. .h bl» been fdcoecadtngiy ;fii^ 
ve^m^4^t>le to vman.hia mivrt*enieiitoii of T^esL^aintfCs* 
rr-I^ope "IQ fee Mf<r£ancottftt wJlk^fen^ niken you 
cpoieihia fpringj ai%d:^y :POt yeir b|iotJier ? ;he can 
^jadJbalf' a week every netw and then atWrnaiiriK 


i ^ 
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l^AV^ nothing^ii^^iOTir^^in ItkiJb'lettBr that: 

caaren^^ it at ^l,9Sl;f;^^^*^-I cannot.fliiarVtib J ouir 
«ot (hitti. I can jttft m^ikr^np ^tiemfion ^enough to 
^ve orders to my woritn^fini^ I fauQter Abquxt my 
{rounds, t^he fnufi, and s€id €laiifla«: IFhis laft^^ 
fMrt of my employkiMint tjireaftena 10 [groHPtextnrntty 
Mdiotb'Z' lx>t but th^'enthDr Is ± man ^i^enhttWoAiH^a 
mk/irmai^,i, but.his miglit be )MA.pf^i> { wiltjfaid 

:. . . xo*fc 


J 
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ymt^Tktt lift of SacjlMif»^^]i^ Lean get ie teiM 
ftobi B«i»b^ ' I wUh jboibiTotfir ^circumlbtttecai and 
4i»ttr Mohl allotr of aa stttf ,^i»ilX/#»i^M to them )^ ahj 
^idtoyil bdiMre; odr natirsLiiuideikce woald ^ k ki««i 
of ntfccb IbnMt ambsri^n.-. J:li)ttll.{xriM>alrly eii]Arg6 
mftc^fiiint&ncithiny^zt.; Init lirlkatiWi^ it ? th^cii^ 
^ie of i^Frtienis widv winm licst^ ke ebj^, and ii/«i^ 
onadi/ will coniSiiiiMr'fjiiatt:m»«vti!.' I covfid dwrifa 
good,ddaitiptai thu iitb^oft ^ b«c I^hare otAytio^tnim 
4ttSk^ ,you wovld give ae^yoiiis o^unoii ]mmi i AftfuM 

ff CliqidB^. ««inot be txiMkUf mcptoSkd » i«atiii 
^itritfaditt iL 6oaimlocotia»; . i aiiit ac.brtvltfi^ .anil 
motM ft^isfofe omit it; ^ Bay umd over tlie^ fped--' 
mens I l^veetlmnm togediery and iihkgi me mdii at 
4>eedyiHif«feii if k extotd to* iiothinf Jtlfb befid^e^ 
fMlri audi Mis. Jago's health, which I ou^ht^ it thii 
Mmc\ta69e'ftaiitvAMtlyiotmqmT9 aftei. ^i a^ 

. * Youjr mdft affeftionate 

and faithful iflend» 

' W* Shehstonb. 
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. .JJX. To th^ fame. 

►. . ... • , 

M .- June si^ J750*. 

3' AC^JWWLEDGB myifdf lAtiged to you for pro- 
> euHll^ iti^the pMnrtsi. I^ceived them both very 
iiik,'^'l ha«e a pretty d/oag afTurance l^^A/Tdo mol! 
« M J article* 
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articles, of which, my fehMttt Tom hi^itktt caneif^ 
He hsa pim^uali^ and maiM^ement; to atcm for hif 
imfer/eSiotts, He broitgkt me thofei pipen-^aiied* 
buibfro<n Wroxall eutiselx^nnhurtyComtrjuyitoithe 
expet^^atiQrij of alLthltlfaw/.tbems after .iirhlch, h« 
Height undertake for .alihoft • any. thiiig.«^The por« 
trait is undoubtedly* at ^mA • one*.- : I: &owpd it to 
^»; $11141^ (who 19 a/paieter httxtklf, though a cler>i 
fyiR^)» *%x^ he-aioviid, as much ; :added aUb» dii^ 
lUiimA fanetiitng.fif^Sw^^Godfrey K&dlar^ ^asivdl at 
of Sit» Peaer .Lely.<44TJie:<fibwdr*piece 'is Ycrygoody 
|0:far 90 relates to» the.^iloyrers ; the.dog and^parrot 
|JbiQiniAable» and the graptaav^veryexaBptionaible. 1 
nfever. cadifidered ' the two flower-piecas at ICkenetOA 
isrith .attention enoiigh ^^eanfe a p fef e ie ace i haviBg 
never ai^ thoughtsthati^iAfer. .woaldifa)!; to aif^ ^ihare. 
I.ifkall add. nothing with le^d to yoafcHoiee ; hat 
that Irjfoiterelyii^.iyoaKsvis thehetter^pMce; I 
never heard of Cafieels, J own ; ^or can I find his 
name in any of my accounts of the paint^s, though 
they take in pretty modern ones : but I can fay this 
for: your comfort, that if he excelled in any thing, 
it ^as probably in flowers : for I fee his name at 
the bottom of thofc flower-pieces that I have in water 
colours, as the diefigner of them ; and I think the 
defignsiare good. Though I could wi(b ^neither/ the 
Cupid nor the fruit^pie^e had efcaped u&,iy«t is thenp 
no bl^ixne. to be laid at you;* door ; at leaft fuppoflng 
that, you are endowed with. nothing; moj-e than ml* 

^tional 
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tional eorfjeSare, and t$aC you are not gifted with 
prophefy* 

And now, having fpoken, I think, to ptofi parts 
of your letter, I proceejd to fay a word or two in 
the way of appendix. Pirfl then, aftei: five or fi^ 
weeks work of mafons and carpenters, I plainly dif- 
coverthat my hou'feis'an iinfiniihable thing; — and 
y«t, I pcrfbade myfclf, there will never be wanting 
a roofri in it, ' where you may fpend an agreeably 
day with' ybttr undoubted friend .-s-Did I ever tell yo^ 
how ut^dfonahly the three fiddles ftruck up in my 
grove abb'ilt an hoar after you left me j and how 
a (eit bf* ten bells was heard from my wood (he 
evenings after? It might h^ve pafTed for the .harmony 
of fbifi^ ' a^ial fpirit, who was a well-wiiher to us 
poof mottals; but that I think, had it been, fo, it 
would have been addrefiTed to the better firt, and of 
confequence kaye been heard whilft you were kf^re. 
This by ivky of introdudtion to what I am going to 
tell you. Mr. Pixell has* made an agreement with 
his club at Birmingham, to give me a day's mufic 
in fome part of my walks. The time is not yet 
^xt^ ; but, if you were an idle man, and could be 
brought over at a day or two's notice, I would give 
it y(»], and be in hopes I cQuld entertain you vcrj 
agreeably* 

M 4 You 
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You cannot think how *jnuch you ^atifiedr my 
vanity when you were hfcre, by faying, that if this 
place were yours, yoa thought you ihoold be lefs' 
able to keep within the bounds of agconomy thjtn.my- 
felf. — God know3t it is pain and grief to me to 
obferve hei* rules at afl j. and rigidly I n/ever cap.T-i 
How is it pollible to pofliefs improveable foepes, and 
not wifh to iniprove them ? and how is it poffiblc».. 
^it&'"oecoilomy, to be at the expence of improving 
them upon my fortune ? To be ,co^tiai|ally in fi^ar 
of e?^cefs in perfecting every trifling defigQ, bqwirk^^ 
Tome! (o be retrained froin attempting at^^ how 
vexatious I (6 that, I never can enjoy my fituation— 
that is certain. — Oeconomy, that invidious eld ma- 
tron ! on occafion of every frivolous. expence, makes, 
fuch ft h'ellifh fquawling, that the murmur ofaca(^ 
cade is litterly loll to me. — Often do I cry out with 
Cowley, * ^ '. 

*' O rivers ! brooks. I when, when myouf ih/all I 
'< Myfelf, eas'dof tfir^/^^zr4r/»/ thottghtsy^^y ! 
^' O woods and groves I when» whei|;,fhaU I bei 

*^ made 
" The happy tenant of your fhadel" 

Paper fails: abruptly therefore, but fincwly and 
^ffeflionatelyj 

I azh, dear Sir, 

youn, 

W» SflENSTOUE* 
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LX. To C W 1 Efq. 

f ■ . • 

* Dear Sir, • The Leafowes, Sept.* ^y 1750/ 

PBAY9 is Itziaeftan excuie for nor dicing? 
Tell Bie.— However, if it be fo, ItOb'^friid t 
ihall want an excafe for lazinefs ; like the philofopher, 
i9bo« ftppofiiig.^ world' might relt upon a tortoife's 
btck» NfooMJ: kiisfelf* no left efilbarrafliKd- for a. 
pedeftal lib {i^pon itis tortoife. I have, indeed, beeft 
pretty buf/ a« Jiom^ in raifing a poel-dam, and 
Itsve iAterefaanged a few tifits with &cli 0/ toy ac-' 
qo^intance as Hve within three miles. — ^What then ? 
«N-.i abominate all ^xcufts that are grounded upon 
die biifinefs or amuftments of an idle man — as if 
firch a perfon'ff time was fo wholly filled up, that 
he cottld not hifd • half- dn hour to write a Hne to 
lli« fi^nd. It n hfell to ackfiowletigeiaiiAers at firft, 
aiHd thai! there are particular intervals^ when one is 
ihQ6h leis diapoMi to write evfen a few lines than at 
dthfts I and then, a$ to lazinefs, one has nothing to 
do but to plead hihnan frailty ; which, if a perfon 
IkIs not too ^an^ frailties befides, piay perhaps 
be tndolged him.* Howtver, ** Veniam' petimufque, 
** damufqae," will not fail to weigh wiA eircry good- 
natvred man. Tfce chief dealing 1 have with Harris 
the Jew !«, for the iittelltgence Whkh he brings me 
(EOdt^rning yon and-Mrs.W-— ; but it feldom amoants 

to 
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to much more than that you are well* and in your 

Hb is an Ebrew Jew, or he would tell me you 
bad purchafed' a couple of genteel horfes, or a chai(e 
aind pav^ and were coming, over to The^Leafowes»t^ 
ipend a. week with me. . • ^ 

r 

NEVfifiirHELEsSy I hope* to fee you. foon : but in 
paffknt I affiire yoa, I fhali go .in about a month 
U> Mr. Jago'$9 and from thence to Mr. Miller^S'; 
who, I belief I told you, was here, with Mr. Lyt- 
telton. Lady Aylcibury, Colonel Conway, &c. \ 
^ink I never answered your query concerning Co« 
lonel Lyttelton. — He is the fame perTon that you 
remember, and your propheiy concemiiig him has 
been literally accqmpliflied. He ia a man of courage, 
genius, generoiity* and politentfs ; ha» <beea for-' 
tunate in the world; was made a.Colcinel at about 
fix and twenty ; difUnguifhed himfelf in feveral cam*» 
paigns; marrie^ the Dutchefs of Bridgewater; and 
had the other day about fixteen thpufand pounds 
kft him by Colonel JeiFeries, a very diflant rela- 
tion. ' He has a feat, and fpeaks, in the Hou(e o£ 
Commons i has bought a town and country-houfe* 
the latter of which he is ornamenting in the modern 
way. His Dutchefs the moH unceremonious even«i 
tempered woman that lives. — So enjoy the ipiritof 
prophefy, and exert it again.«^It needs little more 

than 


than good fenfe. Which of the htftoritnt ii it^ that 
foretold in hia hiftoiy a very remarkable feriea of 
events, by dint of this alone, and which were all 
accompKflied f Let me know what you are doing 
now. Have you repaired the fafm-l\ouft' you talked 
bf ?— -and h^ve' yoi;' remembered to make the mail 
k Couple of 'good lar^e niches in His chimney cor« 
her, where he and his fkmily may (pend a more 
comfortable' eveniflg than was ev^r fpent by any 
ilrft minifter in Chriflendom— perhaps al(b conrerfe 
more to the purpoltf You tefi- me nothing of your 
Mr. Jago, Seignior Benedi^, the nbw^^narried ihan^ 
Tell him to leave his wife and family for a day or 
two, faddle his mule, and come over to The Leafowes; 
—Tell him, all plcafure's are h'dghtened by a little 
difcoritinuance.— Tell him, did I fay?— how can 
yod for fliamc^advife him fo contrarily to your owA 
praaice? 

Believe me, dear Sir, 

Very laithfuHy yo.urs» ^ 
W. Shsnston;, 


LXL To 
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tJttl To t&ctime: 


• ♦ »<■» 


The L^afowes,^ 
Dear Suy . . . . > - ^^^ ^^ ^^^-..^ 

JT never can be that I owe y6u for three letters ^ 
as to two, I will agree. witV you; one that i 
received together with my books, .and the other 
foon altera but that I am indebted for more than 
|hefc-r 

. " Credat jfudamsi Apelfau 
« Non «go.? 


Even that iame ^* Judsus Apella"' who affords me 
this very opportunity of fending my compUmeats 
to you and Mrs. W — , and of allaring yoii, that 
if i had not purpofed to have feen you^ I had wrote 
to you long ago. 

« *^ \ 

Master Harris talks very refpeflfully of your 
garden ; and we have no difpute, fave only in one 
point-*— he fayi, tfiat yOu labour very hard in your 
vocation ; whereas I am not willing to allow that 
idl th^ Woi^ yoh ever did, or wilhdo in it, is worth 
a fingle bunch of radifhes. However, I dare not 
contradict him too niuch, becaufe he waits for my 
letter. 

' Htrw happy are you, that can hold up your fpade, 
and cry, ** Avaunt, Satan J** when a toyman offers 

yott 
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jODtm his deceufiil vaohies ! Do net you rejcnce in* 
wardly^ and pndc yourielf giftatly ifk your own phU 
Ipibphy ? 

«' *Twa8 thus— 

« 

**^ The wife Athenian crofa'd a glkt'nn^ fair : 
^ Unmov'd by tongues and fights he walk'd the 
pUtcc, 
Thro' tape, tags^ tinfel, gimp^ perfume, and 
lace .9 

** Then bends from Mars's Hill his awful eyes,. 
-^ Awd,;*^ Wfaat^ -world f n e w want !'' 4ie-c«68,'*^ 

Parnell*^ 

Mean time,, do not defpife others that can find 
any needful amufement in what, I think. Banyan 
yeiy apdy xalls Fimty Fair ; I have been at it mAi^ 
times tUs fe»foA» and have bought many kinds of 
merirhandisie there, It is a part of phUofophy* t*^ 
adapt one's paffions .to. one's way of life; and tbir- 
foUtary unfocial fpheir in which I move jnakes jor 
think it happy dbat I can retain a reliih fqt fuch 
^ifies as I can draw into it* Mean time^ I daif 
not reafon too . much upon this head. Rea^foq^ 
like the famous concave mirromr at Paris, would^ in 
two minntes, vitrify ^1 the Jew's pack: I mean^ 
that it would immediately deiboy alithe fi>rm,.cof 
lour, and beauty ,. of every thing, that is not merely 

ufeful««ir 


174 MR.- SHENSTONE'S 

tffeful. — But I ramble too far, and you do not want 
fttch fjpeculatioris; ''My intent,' when I fat down, 
was to tell you, that I fliall probably fee you very 
foon, and certainly remain in the mean time, and 

at all times, Sir, 

• • »• 

Yqht. obliged . 

and very faithful fervant. 


•^m^nmim^^m^ 


LXII. To a Friend, on various Subjeds. 
Dear Mr. — r— , 

WJT I T H the utnioft gratitude for the obfcr* 
^^ vations which you fent me, and with the 
Mgheft opinion of their proplety in general, do I 
fit down to anfiver your obliging letter. You will 
liot take it amifs, I know, if I fcribble broken hints^ 
«nd t^ace out little iketchts of niy mind, juft as I 
fliould go near to explain -it if I were upon tbeipot, 
as often as I think of you, which I beg leave to af- 
&re you happens many times in a day. They fay, 
«* A word to the wife is enough j" a word, there- 
fore, to a fiiend of underftanding may be fuppofed 
to be fomething more than enough, becaufe it is 
probable he is acquainted \Vith three parts of one*tf 

mind 
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mind bcfoi*c.— The cenfinre you have pafled upon 
Milton's Lycidas, fo far as it regards the metre which 
he has cnofen, is unexceptionably Joil; and one 
would imagine, if that argument concerning the 
diftance of the rhimes were prefFed home in a pub* 
Ik eiTay, it fliould be fufiicient to extirpate that kind 
«if verfe for ever. • A-s to* my opinion concerning the 
choice of Englifli metre, I dare not touch' upon the 
fubjedt ; and 1 will give ybu my reafon : I begstn upon 
it in a letter which I4ntended for yoii abo^f a month 
ago; and I foon found that I had filled a fiieet of 
paper with my diflertation, and left no room for 
other things which I had more mind to communicate. 
Beiide,.! found it fi> blotted that I did not chufe 
t6 fend it ; and as the fubjed is {o extremely co- 
JAOUS^ I flxall decline it entirely, till talking may 
prove as efie£iual as ^writing. — As to your advice 
wiik "fegard t» vty imblications, I beUove- 4t-fe- be 
juft, and Ihall, in all probability, purfue it.-— I am 
afraid, by your accoi^nt« that Dodile^ has publiihed 
my name to *' The School-miftrefs." I was a good 
deal difpkafed at his publiihing that poem without my 
knowledge; when he had {o many opportunities of 
giving me" fomfe' p-etious information f -^ut, ai he 
would probably 4iri«gfcrd my refentment,^! chofe 
toftifte icy^and ^rdt^'t(^'hi(B- dire^ly upon^ the re- 
ceipt of yours, that t v^ld be glad to* fbrnifh him 
with an improved QOpyi^^* Th&SchooUtfiiilrei«/* &c< 
for his fecand.edkfiOJT^r sHe .accqsta: it vfV^ £>m« 
6 complaifance^ 
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complaifence, de/ires it foon ;^ and I am at a fai^e 
to have the opinion of my fri^ti^, \(dxat alters^tiqus 
or additions it will be proper to infert. I have icrib- 
bled a copy, which I (end thi^ day to Mr. GraYna 
and Mr. WhiMer; but I am greatly feacful.Iihajl 
not r^ce^e their criticifms dine enough, and I fliall 
have the fame longing for. yoM^s. A joucney. to 
Whitchurcihf which I haye. V>Qg prapofed, night 
unite all thefe advantages ^ apd I he^tily wiil^ { 
may be able to effedl it withc«i^ iincQnveftieyace. Vi 
I go tluther, I call on you. 

I am, 

> 

ever and cndrelyy yours^ 

LXill. To tl^ lame. 

The Leafowc^j , 
DearSir, Mar. z8, 175^1. 

"XTy JEi4^ T a ftupid f<^l was 1% tip Ibew you du^d 
^^ letters of my friend GtV9^t wlwiviii he.de^ 
dares himfelf ib freeily ag^oft a regidar cotrc- 
ipondence ! See the ei&Af of it i You have taken im^ 
mediate advantage of his example, and I muft never 
Aore exp«a an anfwer to any l«t(er that i fend yoii» 
I in 
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in lefs. thaa. half a ceiUttry» i wrote to fpu aftet 
i can^e homej to thank* ycm for all your Jcindnefs 
at I—*—;, .&€. J but not a fyilable have I been abld 
to receive from you, or a word that I could hear . 
.concerning you. I could, ho^ever^ very eafily con* 
vince youj that Mr. Graves (your precedent) is not 
altogether fo hardened an offender as you may ima- 
gine.- Hi3 hiil' kttsr is atrety affe£lionate recan« 
tation. I inclofe that part of it which regards 
Mr. F~» • . . - 

> 
WsAT a number of fchemes are irreparably broken 

by the fudden death of the Prince of Wales 1 Yours, 

my good friend, which feeras to be deftroyed amongft 

the reft, has^ I think^ of late given you no folicitude^ 

Your intereft in Mr. N-^ will remain the fame, I 

fuppofe J and if he would but ferve you nearer home^ 

I will have no fort of quarrel with him that he did 

not tranfplant you into Gornwall.--^It is at leaft fome 

gratiiication to a perfon's felf-love, when one finds 

the more ambUious hopes of more afpiring people as 

liable to be ^uddenly extinguilhed as one'$ own* 

However* t|ie death of the Prince gave me a j^ood 

deal of concern, though it no way affefted my ^^r- 

/^VaAzr interefl, as he had all the humane,* affable, 

and generous qualities^ which could Recommend hioi 

to one's affe^ign. 

Vol. HI. N MrT 
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^Mn. Graves has Tent 'roe two copies ot'yerks. 
One on Medals, to Mr, 'talker ; and the other, on 
the late Memoirs of the London Heroines, Lad/ 
V — , Mrs. PSkington, and Mrs. Phillips. Both 
good In their way, which yoo (hall fee when you 
coin^e oVer. 

Have you feen the iirll books of **TheScribleriad," 
by Mr. Cambridge ?— The '• Verfcs written in a Coun- 
«• try Church-yard?"— Mr. W. Whitehead's " Ode to 
*« the Nymph of Briflol Spring ?"— or, what havtyori 
feen ?— You live infinitely more in the world than I 
do ; who hear nothing, fee nothing, do nothing, and 
4im nothing. Remedy this unhappinefs, by fending 
xh'e^omewhat that may roufe my attention.— I muft 
except what I hear from my Lady Lux^orough, who 
indulges me now and then with a letter in French. 

If you ihould thihk this letter more than, ufually 
duUf you mud know, that, iince I Oiw ypu, I have 
been generally difpirited ; till about a fortnight, ago 
I found fome nervous diforders that I greatly dif- 
liked, and upon examination was told I had it ner- 
vous . fever.. For. this I have been taking falibe 
draughts and. bolus^s^and bopt % am fomething^ bet-^ 
ter; though lam far from well., ^I ,W9914;. not in- 
deed have written to you at this time, but I chofe 
not to defer fending the inclofed poftfcript. — ^Yoa 
.1 .. who 
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who have ihared many of ,jny, hapfi^ vboura> will «x- 
cufe the produce of a ipo.n^^haa ojcdioacily dull one* ^ 

Mrs. Arnold comes up to enquire after jny healthy 
and wifhes I may get better^ (hat \ may flir out. aod 
ittxht pretty creatures in the bam* It feems^ (he b^s a 
cow or two that have calved fince I kept my room. 

Why fliould I prolong a letter that has no^kind of 
chance to afford you any amu&ment ? Make ny cp9i^ 
pliments to Mrs. — — — , and believe me to., be ever 
moft affedionately 

Yoarsy 

W. ShSN8T0«.«« 

I HAVE jud taken and figned a leafe for life of 
the terrace beyond my wood, for which I am to pay 
annually the fum of one fhUling. — Am hot I a man . 
of great worldly importance; to purchafe groi^nd 
and take leafes thar?— What matters it whether the 
articles that y^riir^ the premifes to me would alfo . 
e^ver them or not I 

My fervice to Mr. F— t j— why will he ijpt com^ 
and fpend a week with me ?•— I think yoiu cannot 
both be ahfent at a time. 


N/a LXIV. Tp 
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LXIV. To Mr. Graves. 

The Leafowesy 
Bcar.Mr. Graves, Feb. 16, i75o-». 

I N C E I received your letter, I have been a week 
at W-^. I believe I may have told you, that 
I nev€f^ was fcnd of that place.- There is too mach* 
trivial elegance, too much pundilio for nie; and 
perfcap*,' :a8' you exprefs ij, too WiMzh j^ecukthn. 
Bt«'r\^tf4 fearful I might' entirely lofe Mr. WhiftlerV 
^\tekitaftte, if I did not make an* cfFort' once in 
iiwt years to return his vifit. Befides, I ihould have 
had no hopes of feeing him at The Leafovvcs here- 
after ; and I am extremely deiirous of feeing both 
i&fir'ldftd''jroii 'here, having made many alterations 
which I do not undertake but with an eye to the 
approbation of my more ingenious friends; but he 
feems, to mjf great Airprize,'tii renounce the thing 
cilled tajfe in buil&igs, gtirciens,' &c. is grown 
Weary" of his own'^'little 'emtrellifhments at V/— , and 
l6mgs*fo fettle in London 'for the greit&r part of his 
tihie: This, I believe; he wdulti 'put in execution 
immediately; but that he thinks it m^ght give ibme 
uneafinefs to his mother, if he fhoi^I^ ouit. th^ hqq^e 
ttiat '^Sie ^vJitli' fb'much difficulty obtained for hipi. 
/'too'W 'fick of the word %J!'e', but l' thinlc^ the" 
thing itfelf the only proper dmlUiony ana f^e Jfecijic 
plea/ure of all who have any Ihare in the faculty of 
imagination. I need not mention my reafons ; you 

*A ^.*ik-A_ . >i Will 
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fet;* Astre'is oiih ht^iic}\ of it' which fo'' tbt^lty eh- 
^fbffts'thft' p^rJbns witli 'vytiom 1 pnnclpanj^^^con- 
vMs.tfi^itwii rfflbnimea to' hear him '/ppat even 
?i^ith' Jnillfference, cbricefhing fhe reignJng talle for 
rural decorations. T could III. forbear telling Mr^ 
Wniitier, that he was now litter ally a ^ea^ip a band- 
box ; but the freedom miglit have given ^jmore of- 
fence than the Joke was worth .^ He has improved 
the place extremely ; but I do not like Jiis colon- 
nades. You know, nothing of that kind is tolera* 
ble, uhlefs. regularly executed in flone : that is one 
lliing. ' Another is; tHat colonnades are ornaments 

wliich wiir not hear to be very diminuti^vftK . Mf. -: 

(whole houfe only Ifaw),ha^ been. ^t the expence 
of a large cornice round it, in moft elabora-te brick* 
Work; b*ut with regard to his ftucco-work vi'tthin 
ibors, Ti g' is' q,uite^ extra'vagant, — I mention thefe 
rhiiigs upon a fuppofitioiji that yoii pipy like to 
iCtix^dny thing that regards^ the place; but indeed 
they are fo mighty* trifling, that I ought to doub^ 
itiy itippdfition. I Tupped With Mr. Y-r, — *s far 
inil^ once at Mr. W — — *s,' and once at Mr. W — 's. 
gtid all was mighty well; only I happen to Jiavq 

Si violent avcrfion to card-playin?, and at W r 

'thinlc they do nothing eifi : fo that, on account 
df' njiy igncrance at quadrille, or any creditable 
pa'me, I was forced to lofe my money^ and two 
^VQnmgs' out of my feven, at Pope Joan with Mr. 
W -i*-^ N 3 P— 's 
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P n' ^ $ children. Mr. W^— -, to qia^^ m^ 

amends, invited me to breakfaH, and ihewed. me 
your verfes. I affure you, you have no occaiioa for 
a better advocate than Mr. W — ; whether with TCp 
gai-d to his judgement, or his zeal in behalf of tht; 
fubjefti the verfes, or the poet. I would fain havp 
obtained a copy ; but he did not care to give one 
without your coromilfion. I hope ycu will oblige 
me fo far. I like them very much ; the fubjedl 
is genteel, and the verfes eafy and elegant. We 
agreed t^n one or two diiferent readings ; and one 
Aanza that concerns cards fhould, I think, be cor- 
reftcd. Not that I would have you lefs kvere upoa 
cards neither ; I was even glad to. find, that you 
gave them fo little . q^uarter. I foroetimes thought 
that Mr. W— *s fceming fondnefs for them was a 
kind of contre-eeeur. ^t-Bq that as it will, his ob- 
jedtion to the flanza, as well as mine, was ' folely 
founded on the verification, not the fentimeht. I 
liked his Latin verfes; but they do not interfere 
with yours. Send me a copy, and confine my udc 
of it by what limitations you pleafe. My reigning 
toy at prefent is a pocket-book; and I glory as 
much in funiiihing it with the verfes of. my ac- 
quaintance, as others would with bank-bills. I did 
not know when I went to W — , but, I might have 
beard Mrs. G^^accujed of certain quefiions touching 
their law (I mean ' of forms and ceremonies) ; but I 
did noU On the cojitrary, I had ^e fatisfadion of 

hearing 


iMriiTg; her petfon, her' temper, and lif^r undcrftaint- 
big, much commended; but this I did not^antr 
the delicacy of your taile is equal with me to a 
thoafand commendations. Mrs. W^ — is really frf 
hluch altered by her indilpofition, that I did not 
know her. Sh6 talks of going to Bath this feafon ; 
— ^I talked of it too, and wifh it of all earthly things. 
You mud know, I could not have come to Claver- 
,ton inftead of going to W — , as 1 did not determine 
on the expedition at home ; but at a friend's houfe, 
where I was betwixt twenty and thirty miles on my 
way thither. Befides, I would allow myfelf moYe 
time when I turn my face towards Bath, than i 
^ould this winter. Your invitation, as it is very 
obliging, fb it has many conciirring circumilances to 
recommend it at this time. I want to recover my 
health, which muft be recovered by Bath, or nothing ; 
I want to have you read fome trifles of mine, which 
maft be ratified by you, ox na cne\ but principally, 
and aboVe all, do I long to fee you, my old friend, 
and Mrs, G-^, whom I expeft you ihould render 
jskj new one. — I am obliged for your charitable en- 
deavours to fupport my fpirits.' Your company 
would do it effedtually, but fcarce any thing Vd^^ in 
qvinter. Solitary life, limited circumftances, a phie|;- 
matic habit, and difagroeable events', have given me 
a melancholy turn, that is hardly "diflipated by tlte 
moft ferene iky ; hat in a north-eaft wiitdis qtiite 
intolerable. After a long ftatebf this kind, ifpon 

N 4 every 
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every accefs of amufement,.one is apt to ibiijk it !i 
liot right to be happy ; that it is one of Wollafton'^ 
implicit lyes; a treating tilings contrary to what 
they defcr<ve^ — Your fituation at Claverton is admired 
by mod people ; and, if you could conned S^^^ 
little matter in the neighbourhpody would be as 
furely envied. 

It is now high time to releafe you. — This is not 
a letter, but an olio. I defire my compliments to 
Mrs. G — , and am affedlionately and invariably 

Yours, 

W. Shenstone. 

. As I muft now ufe a frank, I will fend you a 
few infcriptions: your imagination will fupply the 
firenery, on which what merit they may have de- 
pends. . There njuere different readings in the firft 
jEopy, of which I beg your opinion. 

Stanza the iirfV. 
«' At leaft this calm fequeftcr'd ihade • 
*« Ambition never dares invade • * 

*« No, &c. 
*' But Ihuns, &c." . 

Stanza the fecond. 
?* Hkher the pl^ii^tive halcyon hie^s^ . 
V Avoiding, all tWirace that flies.'* 

My 
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lAy de£gn was only to convey fome pleafing^ ideas 
of things, which, though proper to the place, a 
perfon mi^ht not chance to fee there once in twenty 
titnes. Mr.JLytteUon and Lady Ayleibury necsjt'^ 
$at€d me to give tlxcQi copies, though they probably 
did it out of complaifance only: I gave them ia 
the manner I fend them you. I hope you have not 
entirely dropt your love for rural fcenes, of which 
you were once io fond. I will allow your tafte for 
{xiedals to preponderate. — I beg, dear Sir, you would 
i\egle6i'no opportunity of calling on p[ie.«— I will corns 
to Claverton when I can. 


LXV. To a Friend. 

The Leafowes, 
Dear Mr. G— , Sept. 17, 1751. 

I A M vtxy fenfibly obliged to you for the diligena 
and exptditio^ ^hich you have fhewn in anfwer-> 
ing my late reitj^eft : I cannot feel the very tender '^ 
er^/f of friendihip to be at all abated in me by our, 
long feparationi nor will it at any time be poilible 
J ihould, fo long as I receive fuch, teiObimonies of your, 
yfual kindnefs find 'ingenuity, — ^I have no fort of ex- 
ceptions to ^xuke againil the province in which youi 
^re engaged at Che)teQham» nor thc^ Ught in which 
yottappear^4- What. you Igflin a^y <>ne's opioioi» 

of 
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pf yoar iDdependeficy, you would gAin ih - thoffiddi 
of your merit, genms, knd iearniiig ; and t&ea yoi^ 
had all thoie other advantages far //^^.-^As totlni 
complimentstkat werepadd to Mrs. O*-^, you havQ 
ibmechiag of the fame fort of reafon to be pleafeil 
with them, that I have to be pleafed with thx^ii 
that arc given to my place 5 which I coniider ^ 
naturally poffeifed of many beaatibsy'each'of them 
brought to light and pcrfefted through my oWi* 
iifcernment, care, and Cultivati6n. And then you'rf 
plcaAirc ought to be fo much greater than mine^ 
as you have a nobler fubjed %o cnjoJr.-^Mrs. G-^* 
has too much fenfe to objedl again d the freedom of 
this firtilitudc. 

I CANNOT help adding ^ few Urokes to your 
pidlurc of Mrs. S — . I think her an extremely y«- 
/in'j/ff/W female-pedant: for, after an interval of many 

years fince I firft converfed with her at Mr. 's, 

i fourtd her converfatiojn turn folely upon the fame 
topics^ ekfinithnSf artd fuotafions. I believe, I COuId 
cafrly enough have recommended myfclf to a greater 
degree of her favour j biit. her varrity and aftfta- 
tions we^e beyond what I could bcaf-^Your ire- 
6dQnt of—— is very pklurcfqtie> and- ^grfeea We* to 
the idea I always had^ of hiih ; but' I believe that 
idta was perfected by whiit obfervatibns 1 made Urhen 
I had fome of his company at Londdii. — There was 
^Mnetfling accoiiMafok enough to me in' their but< 

lefquing 
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leiquhig Mr. L*«-'s monody. He is, yoa know, 
engaged in a party ; and his poem (though an ex- 
traordinary line compofitton) was too tender for the 
puUic ear. It fhould have been printed privately, 
and a number of copies difperied only among their 
friends . and acquaintance ;-— but even (b it would 
have been re-publiihed ; and it was too good to 
fitpprefti. I wiih the burlefqurrs of fuch ingenuoms 
prpfuiioRs could he puailhedy confiftently with Eng- 
Uih liberty. "Where were ye, Mufes, &c." is imi* 
fated from Milton, and taken by Milton from Thco- 
cricns. L write Greek wretchedly ; bat you will re« 
member the paiTage, 

• TioL mix af n^' txa Aaftiq iroixfle ; mci troKa, Mfxfat ; 

. ,1 HSVAaOy once before, it was burlefqned under 
iJbie tide of " An Elegy on the Death of a favou* 
." rice Cat ;" but the burleA^ue will die, and the 
poem wi^l furvivc, — You tell me, " The Author of 
*«, Peregrine Pickle fays, if you will flatter Mr. Lyt* 
J* teltQn well, h<^ will at laft make you a Middlefex 
** JuEicf ;'* aQd it happened oddly that, whiUl I 
3B(ras /jading your krter, a neighbour uiM me^ I was 
fut in the commiflipn' of the peace^ I have never 
received a fingle. Vne from Mr. Whiftler,.'and I be- 
lieve my journey to W — has given the final blow 
to our friendlbip. Pray was not Mr. Blandy fome 
relatioii of theirs, or only their attorney? The af- 
fair 
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fair Is uncomoionly {hockiog; tMd'J fkhtydht,^ 
nuine accounts th^it Mr^ W<*-«* feirds yos xdiW be cit' 
rious anecdotes at Bath.-^ fuppofe you« havepbinted 
your room with oil C0lour8y..aiid made it reoHy ^Haw^*: 
ibme.— *I drew out a feiloon andii medal fome time 
ago, for a pannel ovei* Mr. P— 's chimney ; buttlvey 
jknew not what to make of the medal, and had ool]^ 
the feil:oao executed in ftode xolo«r, by a xrommod 
painter ; — yours is better, and in charafter.— -1 sitk 
a degree more frugal than you ; &}t I only ufe quicic 
lime, and either blue or yellow fand, to cake aWaf 
the objedtion which I have .to whited wails.' 

I PAID a vifit to Mr. Lyttelton, the Dean, 5fC. 
fuice he came down ; but Irad Iktle of theif&cOtti- 
pany, for they thought Sir Thomas was dying: 
hawever»:by unparalleled, -ftjlcfilg^' of tcon^iutibn, 
h6,lii(ggre^ ^p violent pain till. laft Saturday^ WJ^eil 
he. died, "^try much lamsiited. He had good na- 
tural parts, w^ll improved by jeadirtg modern writtfrs^ 
andbyth^ knowledge of the world: extre<mttl)^^u- 
dent, confiderate, humane, polite, and charitable. -4- 
J have ju 91 bled his more obvious- qualities toge^ther, 
that, yom may. not think 1 am ufupp*>*g .the prbVinc6 
ofv a news-maa. Sir George' will-lofe ne^ t&iie''^ 
building anew houfe, or doing what is « more t^at 
^m%;al^^. to the old one. 
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>'I WA^T nouarfisiiott to come imswdiatel}^ to C— -^ 
Tbu i) A tDelanchoiy iJke/iM vrrtk xne always ; vAc-i 
ther it be owing to the fcenes I fee, or to the cf- 
fedl of hazy fkies upon an ill-perfpiring flcin. — I can 
fry tto :nKBe^ ^. ^r^^vf^-.tliaa that I moft ' ardently 
(br&ret to fcie yo«4 and deiire my humble fervice to' 
Mr9, Gt--« Ibawe ft chalybeat fpring in the mid- 
4J}9 of my grotty : wbat think you of this infcrip- 

,. '^ B0N9.F£ftRVGINSTS 

'^DtATAIiVM OPTVMAB '. . 
** SAl.VT.1 SACER." 

I5 it antique ? 

I am, dear Mr* G^-, 

Your moft afS;dionate 

W. Shenstone^ 


-. / 


LJ^VI: To Mr. Graves, on the Death of Mr. 

Shenstonb's Brother. 

The LeafoweS) . 
Dear Mr. Grave?, Feb. 14, 1752. 

Vj^ O U will he amazed at my long filence ; and * 
^ ' It "might reafonably excite fo'me difgiiil if my ' 
days had pafled of late in the manner they ufed td 
do'i but 1 am not the man I was; perhaps I never 
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fiall be» Alas ! my deareft friend ! I hare loft mj 
only brother! and^ fince the fatal clofe of Novem- 
ber, I have had neither peace nor reipite from agontz- 
ing thoughts I 

You, I think, have Jken my brothefj bat perhaps 
had no opportunity of difting«ifhiog him from the 
groupe of others whom we call gooJ-natured men. 
This part of his charader was 'h viiible in his 
countenance, that he was generally beloved at fight } 
/, who muit be allowed to know him, do aflare you, 
that his underftanding was no way inferior to his 
benevolence. He had not only a found judgement, 
but a lively wit and genuine humour. As thefe 
were many-times eclipfed by his native baihfulnefs, 
fo his benevolence only fulFered by being fhewn to 
an excefs* I here mean his giving too indifcrimi- 
nately into thoie jovial meetings of company, where 
the warmth of a focial temper is difcovered with 
lead referve ; but the virtues of his head and heart 
would foon have ihone without alloy. The foibles 
of his youth were wearing off; and his afFedion for 
me and regard to my advice, with his own good 
fenie, would foon have rendered him all that 1 could 
have wiflied in a fuccelfor. I never in my life knew 
a peribn more fincere in the exprelllon of his love 
or difiike, fiut it was the firmer that fuited tljie 
propensity of his heart; the latter was as transient 
as the darts of paifion that occafioned it. In ihort^ 

witb 
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with muck true geniHsand real fortimie, hi waa,. 
according to the Englifi acceptation» ** a tralyho* 
** neft man i^'' and i think I may alfo add» a truly 
Eiigliih charadler ; but *' habeo, db(i ? immo habm 
" fratrem & ainicuin» Chreme V* All this have I 
ififi, in him. He is now in regard to this world no 
n^ore than a mere ideg ; and this idea, therefore,, 
though deeply tinged with melancholy, I mult, and 
iiirely ought to, cherifii and preferve. 

I BELIEVE I w|rpte you fome account of hb illne& 
laft fpring ; from which to all jappeafanoe he was 
tolerably well recpvered« He ..took the air, and 
vifited about with me, during the warmer months 
offummer; but my pleafure: wa$ of ihort duratioa. 
*f Hxiit lateri lethalis arundo !" The peripneumonj 
under which he laboured io the fpring had termi- 
nated, in an adhefion of the longs to the pleura, fo 
that he could never lie but upon his right iide^ and. 
ikUf as the weather grew colder, occafioned an ob- 
iUuAion that could never be furmountt d« 

^.^HOVQH my reafon forewarned me of the :eventw- 
Iwas not the more prepared. for it.'^-^Let me not. 
dv^ell upon it. — ^It is altogether, infuppoxtable in 
€%;ery refpe^ \ and my . imagination feems more af- 
fiduous in educing pain from tijiis occaiion, thani, 
eyer yet found it in adminiilering to ^ly pleafure.— - 
This hurts me to no purpofe— I know it ; and yet,, 

when 
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when I have avocated my tHbughtS, and fixed them 
for a while upon common amufements, I fuirer the 
fame fort of confcioufnefs as ff J were guilty of a 
crime. Belifeve me, this has been the moil fenfibic, 
afiiiftion lever felt In my life; and you, who know 
my anxiety when I had far lefs reafon to complain, 
will more c^fily ccncei^ve it now, than I am able to 
dcfcribe it. 

I CANNOT pretend to fill up my paper with qpy 
ufual fubjefts.— l fhbuld thank you for your re* 
marks, upon my poetry ; but f defjrtfe poetry : and 
I might tell you of all my Tittle rural improve- 
ments ; but I hate them.— What can I now evpedt 
from my folitary rambles through them, but a ferie's 
of melancholy refleftions and irkfome anticipations ? 
— Even the pleafure I Ihould tafke ifi (hewing then! 
tt}youy the greateft they can afford me, muft be now 
greatly inferior to what it might formerly have beeh. 

How have I proftituted my foTrow on occafiotfs* 

that little concerned me! I am afhamed to think 

of that idle ♦* Elegy upon Autumm,** when I h^ve 

fo much more important caufe to hate and to cdh^' 

dismn it no^ ; but the glare and gaiety 'of the Spring' 

is what I princifally dread ; when I (hall fiiid* all 

things reftored but my poor brother, and fomething 

like thofe fines of Milton wilt run for ever in- jny 

thoughts : ' ^ 

" Thus, 
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\ ..:...,' " Tku8, with the year, 
<< Sea/ons return ; but not to me returns 
*« A brother's cordial fmile, at eve or morn." 

I (hall then feem to wake from amufements, com* 
pany,» '*very j^/ of inebriatlbn with which I have 
been endeavouring to lull my grief aileep, as from 
a dream ; and I ihall feel as if I were, tiat infiant, 
defpoiled of all I ha^e. ci.isjBy valued for thirty yeata. 
together ; of all my prefent happinefs, and all my 
future profpe^s. The melody of birds, which he 
no more muft hear ; the chearful beams of the fun, 
^ which' he no mcHv-moft* partake; ivery wonted 
jlleaiure wiM produce that /ort of pain to which my 
temp^ isL mbft obnoxious; Do not coniider this as 
poetry.— Poetry on fuch occaiibns is no more than 
literal truth. In the prefent cafe it is le/s ; for half 
the tendernefs I feel is altogether (hapelefs and in- 
cfltpreffible. ... 

' Aptbr all, the wiidorn of the world may per- 
luipB efteem me a gainer. Ill do they judge of this 
event, who think that any ihadow of amends can be' 
made for the death of a brother, and* the difappoint-^ 
ment of all my ichemes, by the accefiion of fome 
fcrtune, which I never can enjoy ! 

This is a moumful narrative: I will not, there- 
Ibre*, enlafge it. — Amongft all '- changes and chances, , 
I often think of you; and ^ray there may be no 
5 Vox.lJUL O fufpicioa 


194 MR. .SHE'NSrraN^E'S 

fufpicion or.je^Mi^ bctiri^ SI dunng the jeft, of 

bur lives. 

.1 am* dear Sir, 

moA affcfilMiajbdjTmis^. . 

* W^ Shinstoni. 

4 

«**J4w>i#i I ^— — — i^<»»— — — I I ■■.,■■ 

LXVIL 7^ G— W— , Bfq. 

^ L A,SJ1 deajf Mk^ W^ I Uk^. teni)>Iei cvcat Ji^ 

and yptt, are. ta p^ty, not, t^.€Qmicamwi y^Vk^mt- 
fortunat;e> coic^e^odefiit^ . 


* V 


AfpvT the middle ^of November iI)^,pi«piLiftli 
a letter for you, which lies now amongil m;f,pf^fpn^ 
At th^t time» amidft all my apprehenfions, I had 
fome hop^s itoAtpppn me < .but befoie J i^onUii ftkid 
ic» fny . futtatipii wa9 . gieatly^ altered, ;md .the mQMhl 
di4 fn<)t> wholly eypiijs, till it hadef&aaaUy .reodb^* 
c479e H^ pifid. wj^icb^ ;o£ maAkijid.^ . ^ 

TsKTsmoch it was ^efieftary I ihewkltetl ymi^ 
yoi^ will pardon me, if I do not defcend any farther 
into >iii>f(^uiitvof .meritcjtfaac ia lo^- (and^offtfefUw 
whiql) fi$ ,tqQ apt,- to^revlvje of itfeUl BMiilMediiit 

is. tg^ in^4t )o& whi^ thQ .whok^oild jtamv>^em«4 

peaftle; 
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penfate ; 2sA an a^Aion^ Wli!c& the bngeft time I 
can live will not be able to eraie. 

• ..... * 

* •. 

You laid, ypvL woul4 let Mailer W~come and 
ijpcnd A f;w 4a7i with nie^ — I befeech you do.— It 
will f>eL&n)e relief to (me; and, Gpd knowj, I have 
occaiipn enough for evfiy affift^noe.. that ctft be 
4n^ from coirefpondcpctf, company, or Mwfe* 
xnent. 

, Yp.Vi» Sir* I prcfiime^ jjrbceed in the innocent re* 
c^eat{0n9 of y0ttr.|;ardeny isnd thofe may at lealt pD^v^. 
a/baianee, l^r «^y; feiail difquicts^ that attend yoiu 
If gifeatef Uis befal you, ypu have perfonj near yoa 
to. allcvia^ th^m— a. wife, feipily, vifitant$ male 
and. f<^male^. fiends, in abundance* and a table jTuC-^ 
^cn^y^hoifpitabl? to jaittr^.evea ypur enemies, 
Witii me the cafe ,is plhenvifc. What. I have un^. 
dergpne^ tljis winter, may you never feel fo much aa 
in appteheniion! 


» V 


Believe me» my friend, 

affeffionately and invariably yours, 
uKaL March, 

MDCCUI. W. SHaif«TOK£. 


O 2 LXVm. To 
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• ' ' • LXVUI. To" the fame. 

Dear Mr. W-—, July it, 17,1.. 

I DO' not know why I made you a promife of a 
-pretty long letter. What I now write will be but 
a moderate one, both in vegtxA to length and flile ; 
yet wrke I mufty far manien d* acquit ^ and yba have 
brougbt four-pence expence upon yoarfelf for a 
parcel of nonfenfe, and to no manner of pufpofe. 
This is not tautology, you muft obferve^ for nou- 
fecifd fometitries anfwers Very confiderable purpofes. 
•*i^In love, it is eloquence itfelf. — In friendfhip, there-^ 
fiQ(re; by all the rules • of ' found logic, ypu muftal- 
kw.it to be foniething ; v^at I cannot fay^ ** nequco" 
^ monftrare, Sc fentio tanlum." The principal part 
of a correftondence betwixt two idle, men confifls 
in two hnportant enquiries — what we do, and how. 
we da; but as all perfons ought to give fatlsfadion 
bisfore they- expedt* to receive it, I am to tcU you in 
the firft place, that my own health is tolerably good,' 
or rather what I mud call^Qod, being, I.thlnk, ffiuch 
better that it has been this laft half-year. — ^Then 
as touchtng jny occupation, alas! ** Othello's oc- 
<< cupation's gone !" I neither read nqjr write iu'ghti 
hgfyiti. a few letb&rs ; and I give myfelf up entirely 
to fcenes of diHipation ; lounge at my Lord Dudley's 
for near a week together ; make dinners ; accept of 
invitations ; fit up till three o'clock in the morning 
I with 
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with yoong fprightly married' womeny over white 
port and a/i« iie pajfam ; ramble over my fields ; 
iiiie but Q|!dek*8^ fo my 'hajr-iifakto ; foretel rain atid 
fair weather; enjoy the fragance of hay, the'eockB,^ 
and the wind-rows: admire ^^ that univerfal lawn 
which is *pr6d(iced' by the fcythe ; rometimes in- 
fpeA^-^iamlddiw^mouldings for my carpenters; fome- 
times paper my walls, and at other times my ciel- 
ijlgi; do cveyy ib«i«l -efiee-that; faHs hr my " w ay, ' 
but nev^r feek out for any. 

** StD yos ^uid tandem ? quae circamvolitas agilis 
''*diyma? ^ph tu corpus eras finic ped^Ku. If on 
*' tibr parvum ingeuium,^ noi^ incultum eil !'' ^In. 

QfOTt\ what do ^y6tt f and how do you jdb t-i-thaft'ii 

all^ '* \'. ". I i 1 ^ ' • .- - • i * • ' - • 

.- • • r 

.' ' «■ . f I •• * W) i I I ' • • . . * • • 

•■ • * • . ' 

^TEttj.toy'Jrbiuig pupil, y6ur feii, he nfiift by al!^ 
nannef of means fend ih^' a Latin letter : airdifhe 
hare' any {bIRet in'FrehcIt for Mifs Lea at The* 
Grange, or-5e<r«n ih Hebii^, Coptic, or Syriac, I^ 
will eoga|«^ fliall be received -very gracioufl/. ' 
Thither ^melgoing to dinner this day, and there 
*• inipldk)!* vietcris Bacchi, pinguifque ferinae." 


. All thii^ looks 'Hke extreme jollity; but 'is this ' 
thetriie ftate of the cafe, or may I not more pro- j 
perly apply the •' ' * / 

O 3 •• Spem 
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* '< Spem vultu £j&9i£e» prcmCc Aum carde dm 

Accent, this* fcrawl ^a .|l||ce of ^ letter^ «idi)04 
laere me '^' /.- "^' - *') •,••••.♦"" »•* 

Ever xnoft affe^onately yoqrs^ 


*M**M««M«Mia^«HMi««Ma4iMMi»MiM*«a 


,t»rl-^ >—» ••• *•• 


IXIX. To Mr. G^, on the Receipt of his Piaofe* 

^ TheL^afoweSy 

DearMr. G«<«»» "tf-ft. 3,* i'/j*. 


r-ij 


I A M. Tcry Qofeignedly a&^Be4 j») V^^p!^ )mf Vmg 
it is fince \ received your preient, and how mudhu 
longer it is £nce I received yonr letter. I have been 
refolving to wnte to you almoft daily ever fiqce fDu 
left me I yet have fooliflily enoagh permitted avo^^ 
cations (of in&nitdy left inqportance than'yow coiv 
Tffpondeace) to interfere w^h~ my gratitude, imy ot- 
tered:, and my indination. What apo]ji^,L hare^lv 
make, though no way adequate tomy^ 99gligetobft$ 
Is in ihort as fpllows* After the recaipt iiSi\jm^ 
letter, I deferred writing till I could fpeak of .the 
arrival of your pid^n^e.-r-TlMs did not: haf^ir^dU 
about a month or five weeks ago, w^n J wa« am^' 
)l>a9:rafled with mafons^ parver/», q^pentpi^ and cotef* 

' pany. 


fjiMSTt ^ ^ # «¥ae. And diough it mic iflk enbvgk 
t|> %^ 4kftt I cottld aot ,^d om vActnt koor fbr nif 
piufi^ei j(^ ia tr»ch m}r head wm fo «ciifiifed by 
tib<rfc^a|iild£u3f i» dift^ duit I coaid^ve wrk^ 

teaiioth^i^i&ttiMt^iy nidiar toia^ crj^s^aof 
^g.'Wf^ a iingJ«.i/ai«f, fuppofing tkt pbftage 
W4»3e tp co(l yott np more. The workmto had not 
ff^Mw^-^^f^^ a mjamse, when Lady Loxborougfa^ 
li|ff-/.^^»af»IV:.«^4.J^^ arrived^ with /W 

tevaato^ aad-a.<>d#>-^ kof^air to fti^ wkh^aa-foi^ 
{omt time. After a nine days vifit, I returned with 
il0fk |o* fiari^kf .where I con tinned fhr a wc^$ 
af^nwhi^^ (by |he;way) (^a^ain with Lord Dud' 
llj k^ abo^fba lipirtnigiit ■;» tiait. Other anapliof ti- 
led HP ^^ iAterfli<e» of. my fammer $ and I hopo 
apy>d{^,fHend will acc«^ of thit apology i<K fo 
long ai|[;hafm ^f fiknce^ during which I have hteft 
uailormly at hi4 femcc» and trae to that invldaMv 
fiiendibip 1 ihall ever bear \Am. 

X-^^apcaaa sow to^ thank yoa for the difik^Un 
yoiiibewine, in fending me your pi^iiw^Idok 
very iincerfily. I6 1$ a^Mi^dly a ftrong likenefs^ aa 
floy Jtady Luyboroagb with all her iervants that- have 
^im ^. |r|99oancei as well as I ^ confeqcoently mosa 
icatas^ toa/rifisi^ tkan.aface he 6q&^ not ksf^W,^ 
thofigh it were one of Rapbael's* The f|nik aboae 
the mouth it bad; as it agrees but ill with t^e 
%p9^Vi ' of the eyesy and as a fmile ever fi> little 

O 4 oture 
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oMtrtitBB a. had ciedi in a piftui^ wh^re h % '^k/Mtfl 
thooghi k msLy be evcr'Agratefol Ib « pdHbt where ^ 
it is immfit9ry. HoWeveif, tKir iiiay Be altef^d^ inrhcn* 
I «« -meet with a go6d painter, f *^te^tto°«fj5fr* 
objttaion, bat to the'pmftiiAeA«l^<>f the^'bBn^i'^^hd' 
hair, I thitak, is good ; and thb 'cOat^ a^a^UnS^Ub^ 
way exceptionable. ^l4iav«^^|f!Veiiiti'8iH ^hd Wvlth.' 
tage I can : it has -a '• g^od* light, ^and'*makdf^^^^ . 
am elegant dtimney-piete ia-tt^enveel^c^^^'i^-lllA'' 
tie bieakM-room, at^the^endl of niy honft.^* c*i«r.\hti 

. Mie. Whiftler and I «ire now upon go^ tefinit;^ 
and two tv thvee frHWidiy' )«t€n« have been^^iiitcn^ 
changed betwiaet us. He preibs me t<^ ebine^ W 
"Whitchurch, and I iteirtocotoe over tV TUe<£ea<<' 
ibw»; bat the winter coBieth, when Ao^ntil^'ca^ 
iiifit.--rThe difpute is adjitilcd by ilmi, i^llft^we 
are arguing it by exfofiulation, — ^No nnccnhnloti event 
in moft fublunary proje^s ! ^ - « j^*'- J'- 

• Lady Luxborough faid very extrafordiftary' Ifti^ 
ill praifo of Mts/G-^^, ^fte# you icft'us'dt Bah»efty 
yet I fittcerely believe no more than ;fl[tf;Er^rervi^j' 
1 todk the liberty of (hewing her youf lettir Heri;^' 
ks it indndied a complimenr to hcr'wlitcK I tliStogliit- 
pafticularly genteel, — She' will "always coft'fiieryfcfti' 
as a perfon of genius, and her friend.' ' « * ^*v*. J 
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^TtftikiKfo mbll bf.tM** fummer (wherein Jt liave 
l!*d'm'iici,<onrparf5r feitlicr'here or aiLordPudlcy's)^ 
I have beek ititAoi ^itxMy eng^|;e^Tn one toti-^ 
tifioed ftene of jMty. I endeavoured to Bodrrlt^ 
boM iUdirAKBfdltt^flhdn; ahd/Wlieimiad onaT 

given in to it, lr^.?* IR^lfS^^" ^i'^.P'^S^^^' ^* ^^ 
{ky, 18 the oUe when perfons difguife their faces with< 

rts a fort o£ faitiiing ^pli^d to^ym/ 
1*^' Spem vultn fimolard, preihe^e atfum 
i^^4»Mi(.Mk»tM*^^md the' m<)menft 'i ttk h o?^ 
ii^4baVi^pfiiebt^''hfiid«'aH'^lNim^ im^ ibrlornl 
Mf-^Mspiany has fioW^ Verted ntt ; tlii^i^leen-fogaF 
lli^ m iWe ; ^hd 'tiler W^TrieicNhns 6f ld( win.* 
^r ¥eviv«^'^i!^ 4ih iK^'ihetfio^; - Tfiis^ is my Hate' 
d#nikld» #h41e4^wme y^ thefe feW lin^s; yet, t 
thank God, my heUMi^s^tsotxnach amifB.*^ ' 

infe^to npt 'iis^e^'siy-promiie of a box^ accr, to 
]Br8.!0«»«*- I'. had'ar4pzen fent sie^ one or two ct- 
iNacft2i.could. bare JikJBd/; had they bedn- better 
Jim/ted*' jT^Hey iwere .of a.gix>d oval, white enainel/ 
witki>fl(K(^er8y '&cL ibot ^horribly gill, 'and not atcu-^ 
xileif |»lnitd^ I be^ my beft ferfice comber, and" 
wiii make a frefli 9£bffj My dcare^ friend, accept; 
tfaiAffwieward letter, for |Jir prefcnt;— In a few polb, 
l\ will write ^gaiii.i»rBeliefe me yoitrs fkom the 
Ixna^fiFiny foul. )'• 


» ^ * I wiU 
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laa. To Mf. jAbo: 

Vr and sidt ta HarhirT tUt uifttiivl ftgaH aiiHk- 

^?if? l#i : dun hoHfis^ ijfkfHPcit |t |9ir t>« Mt #r# 
9P?tt '^»F it J» in dm <|Me 4npr«B WUiatMl . H^ 

fubfUtute aQ|( ^^e^ III: 4mr (liiik . ^ 

I hQl ii|^iciM)el|r fhrgtvfi jHiqr tag' pUoof^ asfifp^ 
fpfij^t 111^^41 io ; though it gntJuA uneafittcfc.. t 
i^lPfi ym ^ ^ feme by nuuL I wft; I cotU jMt 

i|»4i^ ^ecMAt (tff thtfifemen period ^ jKHUri, «iqr 
otii^rwUb than hy iuppofing that I kid fridordAM 
ftmrtlijiigy in tho levity of my hearty whsrhha^ ffnm 
ym di^g^ft; but being confcloiia to aiyfcif of llw 
i^fift fincctt xsganft fm yoo, alid: befiei^ ir ooukb 
now be dtfcneditcd for.aay. txMml ifl#retMKks». t 
remember^ I continued dill in expeftation of aktlet^ 

fl^^^i ^ 1^^ ^ writing tiQ foch time a» I had 
. 6 received 


Kcavea one. I truft.ed you would wnte it-fafi} and 


• This was my fituation before' that ^Hrcadful xrz 
wHidi gaW'ilb'ffiEtfirifioSEVs" t'?'Wijh'^y 6e5 
AlbMr^'frltifle^Siit or mV^ meMc^, *Alnd when theV 


Mi^ealef ITynpttSi:^ miin^aMiaR^^ nothwith- 
iHiifiatetir^i^ t^adifeedof every i^ffijbleV^ 



bodtwiM loVJftt'my eomjjlaxnt'.^l Will ttxA you ti<? 
hotter, if jfbii' pleift^ as it is by far' ipy Waft painful 
lAtouki bf eodl^e^^ ybuToV^actouVt of in^ iitual| 
lld*»^ Jiei ft'^viiiiib you J'tliat I coiiid have writtqi 
fiititlili^-iit'tliat^tiine^wHch could liave \xt^. of any 


alBif By'iid means gdilt^. I t^ow.l^ut'too Well it^at^T 

^rand Willi.' jOJli'nioft abfolute refgnatioQ to^thetui^ 

• decreet 
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decrees of Provideiice— >" . Hominis. e& enim affci do^ 
^ lore^ /entire i reriitcre Umen & fo/aM adauittre^ 
*• non folatiif non egerc." Pliny.— J[ drank» pur- 
cliafed afflufcihents, never fuffered myiclf to be a mi^ 
nute without company^ no matter wku, fo it wat but 
continual. At lengdi* by an i^ttantion to foch am* 
trerfation and fuc^ amufements as I CQold at othei;. 
times deipife, I forgot fo far as to be cbf arfuL— 'Audi 
after this, the fununer« through- an almoft conftiH^fc 
fttcceffion of lively . and agreeaUe vifitaiits» provc<L 
even a fcenejof jollity. — It was inebriation all^ though^, 
of a mingle4 nature ; yet has it maintained a fort pf . 
truce with grief, till time can.a$ft me sipre effedtt^ 
ally by throwing back the event to a diftance«-^ 
Now, indeed, that my company has all fbrfaken m^ 
and 1 am delivered up to winter, £lence« and reflec- 
tion, the injcidents of the laft year revjv^ apace in my' 
memory ; and I am even aitoniihed to think Qf the. 
gaiety of my fammer. The fatal anniverfary, the 
** dies quem femper acerbum, &C*" if begipning to 
approach, and tvery face of the iky fuggefts the ideas 
of lafl winter. — Yet J find myfelf chearful in cempemjft . 
^or would I recommend it to you to be much alone. 
—-You would lay the higheft obligation upon me by. 
coming over at this time, — I pre^^d.your brother; ^ 
^hom 1 faw at Birmingham, to ufe his influence with; 
you) but if you can by no means undertake the jonr-^ 
ney, Iwill take my fpeedieft opportunity of feeing, 
yon at Harbnry.--- Mr. Miller invited miB ilrenuoufly 

to 
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to meet Dr. Lyttelton at his houfe ; bat I believe m/ 
moft ceiijreiiiQDt'ieafim will be; when my Lord Dud- 
ley ^oes to Bstt-reb ; for I can but ill bear the penfivel 
nt&of a long attd. lonely expedition. After all, if 
you couU come hither firft, it would afford me the 
moft entire fatis£i^o»«*-I have been making altera- 
tions in my houfe that would amufeyou ; and havo 
VW\y m^tprt to diicaurie with you» which it would 
be endlefs to mention upon paper.<r~Adieu ! my deae 
friend ! may your merit be known to fome one who 
has greater fienver to ferve you than myfelf ; but be 
aCttied, at the fame time, that no one loves you bet-* 
ter, or efteems you more. 

' W. Shenstone. 


LXXI. To the fame. 

The Leafowe«, , 
* Dear Mr. Jago, Jan. a9, 175}.. 

A LTHOUGH I have many reafoils to urge why. 
-*^ I did not write to you befere, or yifit you fron^; 
Barrels as I fully intended, I will venture to wave 
a^, paiticttlan till I fee you ; * and only aflttre you 
in the general, that I was never able to write any*^ 
thing fatisfaftory,. or to vifit you, at that time, with 
afiy. fort of convenience. 

Belisvs 


\ 


. . Be LIE Vis ntf» my gobd fiiend, ^iucUnaiiou might 
liave. ruled, I hiidbeen with ybu at Harbory many 
tve^ks ago* Sure! I am, they moft bg the rtfr#/ of 
ht^me, and no^ ihitfUafures ot it, that iver wire Aif- 
iicieiit (o detain me duringpthe nifimter /e^Jht. Nor 
do I thiiik 1 have an enemy' that wilties me more 
inlferable than I have almoft conftantly* found my- 
felf ever fince'the beginning Df ^. 

' r - i •• •' ' ( » - 

I CANNOT even, now ^x a t\me when I .can fed 
ypu ; apd per]^aj>^ hmzy be deferred till Mr. Mf2« 
ler's place will have received :fQBie adyantage irom^ 
the Spring: and in that cafe I would infallibly fee 
my Lord Guilford's; but 1 leave this undetermined^ 
andIhope» if you c^m^ wander from home with any 
Jdnd of fatisfadion, you will do me the jiiftice to^ 
believe, that you have no friend alive who will more 
gladly receive y OH than myfelf. 

I HAVE papered fome rooms this laft year, an4. 
wb*S13 willingly have you fee then^ hefor^ ^!i£k«^^^ 
iJifrs' are vaniflied ; which, I think^ w/ilL unavcuda- 
bly^'be'thi^caft^'of 'Wf, before ^ fficona. fummer o^ 

• '. •' » ..»'•••«■!'■-»» i •^•' 

« ■ • • '■- • . ■ .» . ,^ 

i» 

[Thw is beauty as uncertam as 'either 'fottunf cnr^ 

fame. • • - '- .*..;;->..k •. - . •..-. 

I SUPPOSE you Titfva b^ard tnereis j^^i^atipn Aopi. 
Dolors Commons/ and a writ of *' Ne exc^j" out 

againft 


ngbOt Mr. W«^Ar 161 iD^igti^ wHh ' . Ii< 
yoa have not, be a?St fi^'djAtWt \n' ipreaifing the^ 
ftory.— They (ay, he has Bed into France* on the 
o»nfil^.— WHit a'lhbdcihfe'' aFmf is'tHs'I'fo early 
in lilv! fo extfnfiHre^'fo' tefti%, ib" irremediable' uf 
lis confeqvetied ! Ikitf; 

'* Sic vifum Veneri I cui placet^M^^x- 
'^ Formas atque ammoif fub juga ahenekj 
'< &£^0 mittere cum }Oco V* 

Vb<ir'ini$f6rtunes and mine ''incBne «/• almoft, to 
holtr 4fH pe6|>llii thai are' miferabte'; but' how will 
t&e* daughters of the PhililUnes rejoice on the oc« 
■ caiioik'; nfi'ff almlbH: coiintenanife another's lofs of 
viKutfyb^'inanifeiUng their own apparent want of 
littmanit^ 1 . 

Tkaas is a mofi admirable piece of allegory on 
this head in the Female Fables, by Brooks, if I 
j ti iftaken o c; tcr ^diom''theii0(h6r in'his pfelSice a^^ 
icnowledges himfelf greatly indebted. 

I AM truly bnf to underibnd how much you are 
iloli6; I really imagined you were much hfl]ppk/1n 
point of compaoy than ayfelf. as yoa live ia 9r 
mttch fdixttt neighbourhood; amongft per(bns of 
g^his/leatning; aAd humanity. And happier ypu 
arri f^f hoWemI make a ihifc to fcnpe fome com*' 

pany 
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piBf jTQttUd JBSr they are (jqch-as #Aii.*4fieftntee 
with'Httk elfe befides tlie fpleen. 

,. Pq not 'dwell too much on fut^efls^tbtf md&e yon 
^ughtful ; iup^rHcial aroufem^nts .are >our point* 
till feme time hence: I am an 1)1 adYtftr; but 1. 
pivfcribe you. the methods which I have found moft 
c£Fedual with inyfelf. . - • 

I fi.AVE not been fofgetM. of the tailc that yon 
emoi^^d .me» to give .you my obfervatioss* on the 
vcffbs which, you inclofed. -7-1 will write my fea- 
dments on a &parate paper. Do not/punij(h me 
^th iilence and fufpence concerning you, but write. 
I can ardently defire what I but little de(e^ve« bein^. 

Your m6ft affeflionate frieh4; . ■ - 

1a * r • C 
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• The Leafow^s, 
i Dea? Mr."Jago, - • « . Feh. 27,;i753/ ^^ 
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healthy and to bring back my ^* Ode to Colonel Lyt- 
** tclton ;*' in regard to which, I defire that you will 
not be fparing of your animadverfions. I whilpered 
my difficulties to Mr. Miller at Hagley, how delicate 
I foand the fubjefl, and how hard it was to fatisfy 
either myfelf or others ; in all which points he agreed 
with me. Neverthelefs, having twice broken my 
fromife of fending a corrected copy to Sir George, 
I was 'bblfged to make my peace by ft frejh one, 
which, I fuppofe, I mail of tieceiZity perform*<«-Give 
me your whole fentiments hereupon, I bef^ech you i: 
in particular- and in general, as a critic and as a 
friend.-^The bad ilate of fp;rits which I complained 
of in my lail, for a long time together made me 
nuerly irrefolute: every thing occafioned me fui"* 
pence ; and 1 di4 nothing with appetite.^— This \yras 
owing in a great meafure to a flow nervous itstv^ 
as I have fince difcovered by many concurrent fym« 
ptoms* It is now, I think, wearing oiF by d^fe<:s.. 
I fi^em to anticipate a little of that *' verAal (klight'' 
which Milton mentions, and thinks 

" Able to chafe 
** All fadnefs, but defpair." 

At leaft, I begin to refume my filly clue of hopes 
and expeftaiions ; which I know, however, ov/// not 
guide me to any, thing more fatisfa^ory than before* ' 

Voj.. m. P I HAva 
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I HAVE read fcarce any new books this feafozu 
Voltaire's jiew Tragedy was fent me from London^ 
l>ut what has given me the moil amufement, has 
beeji the " Lattres de Madame de Maintenon." 
You have probably read them already in Englifh^ 
and then I need not recommend them. The " Life of 
** Lord Bolingbroke" is entirely his fuilic life, and the 
book three parts filled with political remarks. 

r 

As- to ivritutgf I hare not attempted it this year 
and ipore ; nor do I know when I (hall ^gain. — How- 
ever, I would be glad to correal: that ** Ode to the 
** Dutchefs of Somerfet/' when once I can find in 
whofe hands it is depofited. I was Jj^gnvn a very 
elegant letter of hers^ the other day; wherein ihe 
aiks for it with great politenefs : and as it includes 
nothing but a love of rural Hfe, and fuch fort ^of 
amufements as (he herfelf approves, I (hall ftaifd a 
good chance of having it received with pardality. 
She lives the -life of a nUgieufir. She has nvrittnt my 
Lady Luxborough a very ferious letter of condolence 
upon the misfortune in \i^r family ; and need enough 
has Lady Luxborough of fo unchangeably, a friend ! 
for fure nothing could have happened to a per(bn 
i^n her fituation * more ffuifically uafortun^te.— *Mr. 
Reynolds has been at Barrels, I hear, and has hrought 
her a machine that goes into a coat- pocket, yet an* 
fwers the end of '* a jack for boots, a reading-deik, 
** a cribbage-board, a pah* of fnuffers, a ruler, • an 

" eighteen- 
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*'*^<5F«J5W:|i-ruJei t^ree pair of uuf-cricks, a 
** lemon-fqueeger, two candlefticks, a picquet-board,» 
** and the Lord knows what befide."-i-Gan you form 
^1^ i5tea M i^;? ifyoAi ^ajpj do yon not think it mdft 
g^jTC .gi« {)ain lo r^iei^^ th^t I. itiyf^lf am ,ui«ful 
%4ll» fert of p^po<^, wKeii a pajtry bjt .af wood 
can anfwer fo maty ? but, indeed, wkilll it preUnii 
to thcfe exploits, it performs nothing <»ell\ and 
therein I agree with it. So true it is^, with regard 
to me^ what I told yoti long ago; 

" Muita ^ prabclara minantem 
" Vivere nee refte^ nee fuaviter !'* 

We hate a turnpike-bill Upon the piolnt of being- 
brought into the Hoafe of Commons : it will con- 
vey yon about half the way betwixt Birminghani 
ft^d ij^lcs^ ^d from thence to Hagley ; biit, I truft^ 
ther£, wiU be a left-hand attraftion* which will always 
jaalc^ ygu, deviate from the ftr^it line. 

jsHpuf'n beafhamedtp refleft how much I have 
^WeU upon ^ajK/^^in this letter, but that J feriouflj^ 
4U>proye of ego,ti09^ in letters } and were I not to do 
fO^ I /hould po^ hayc any other fubjeft. I have 
not ^ <ingl(p,n^ighbour| that is either fraught with 
pQHtctn^fji,. literature^ or intelligence ; much lefs 
haire 1 ,<i,.tide Qf (piri(s to .fet my invention aHoat: 
out the lefs I am able to amufe j^/t, the more defiroUs 
tm I of your letters ; which afford me the trued en-^ 
. ;. ^ . P IT urtainm^Ati 
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tertainment, even when my fpirits ait ever fo much 
deprelTed. 

That univerfal chcarfulAefs which is the lot of 
feme people, perfons chat you and I may ^n^f at the 
fame time that we di^i/e, is Worth all that either 
fortune or nature can bellow. 

I am, with entire aiTefiioo, 

Yours, 

W. Shenstone. 




LXXIIL To Mr. Graves. 

The Leafowes, 
Dear Mr. Graves, Mar. 18, 1753.* 

I A M vexed to find you have no copy of thoftf 
verfes-^I muft make a frefh enquiry ; and ihoiald 
they happen to accompany this letter, as I fear they 
will not, be fo good* as' to afHft me all you can in 
the way of ^/«// and corre^ions — correftions of what 
7V, and hints of what «?^ ^^. I do not reckon much 
upon thefe verfes, or the patronage which you men- 
tion ; though the Dutch efs is a woman of high re* 
putation, and has as much benevolence as any ^omaa * 
upon earth. * 
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I DO not include the deiign of viiiting Batl^ ^ 3 
public place: I have long fince given up fuch 
fcTiemcs of gaiety apd expence. I vijlit^a^ ajid Mrs^ 
Graves ; at the leaft, I mean tp do fo, . 

' Inoculation is a point on which I never fpeak 
a fyllable in the way of pro or con : I mean, not fo 
as to influence particulars.; for, in the general, I 
efteem it -both right and falutary ; and even right 
becaufe we ^nd it falutary, 

m 
I 

I DO not know whether I could not bear the 
di/honour of friends or relations better than their death. 
•^-It mnft afford one no fmall fatisfadion to give 
them one's afieflion and afUftance under every frailty 
to which human nature is expofed ; at leaft, fo long 
as they are true to friendfhip. It is Mr. WblftleFs 
opinion, as well as mine. But Mr. ■ ■ 's -cafe 
is altogether diiferent ; and I make no queftion 
tha; he tlpnkf as you 4o upon tbe occaiion. 

PpQA Danvers's death affeds me more than you 
)li^CHjld pej|;haps ^nagine. If you remember, I was 
9t M*""? — when the fchcme of his going abroad was 
in agitation. I think how this event muft afie^ 
Mrs. T — , whofe concern will not be lejfened by 
\tx. long Reparation from him. I dare fay he reckon- 
ed upon his relations here as his hefi ^/a/^,..whatr 
ever he might gain elfewhere ; and, no doubt, the 
>*. P 3 hope 
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hope of retiring amoogft them has been a conftaiil 
ipur to his diIigence.«r-The evpot was always on- 
certain, and has proved at lail unfortunate ; yet, as 
Melmoth fays vpry jttftly, ** The courfe of human 
affairs requires that we Ihoidd a'£t with vigour upon 
very precarious cpntingencies.'V*! defire you would 
give me a fight of the Latin infcription. 

« 

I THINK It was the Gentleman's Magazine ii| 
ivhich I was (hewn your verfes. 

I HAVf a particular and lively idea of your place ; 
though I do not remember to have feen even fuck 
farts of a fcene as I have united together in ray ima- 
gination. I cannot think otherwife than that the 
front-door opens here, the garden-dpoi' there^ tho 
ifcream runs in this place» &c* &€. 

** Hac ibat Simois, haec eft Sigeia tellns.** 

The fight of the plaee could not imprefs my ima^ 
"gination more deeply ; though the impreflion I at^ 
i'd acquire will hardly leave one line tt my preftnt 
one temaining. Cahhage-gittden ornei is very high 
froflefque, and affe^s the improvements oFyour 
friend too nearly, 

Lkt me know in what manner Mrs. Gfaves and 
you ^e drawn. Be a's particular as you plea'fe. 

I COULB 
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ir; 


f catLT^ not be dear front your letter wl'ietW 
you had received the b»X or not. That, together 
with the tallies, lay on the table .before me while I 
wrote to ydii laft ; and* weiit 'with my letter to Bir- 
ihinghalh.— Pray fatisfy me dire£lly whether you 
received theih. — ^They are trifles indeed; but, ^s 
<hey acquit me of my promife, they are virtuairy 
df confequehce. 

• Mr. whiltler has not anfwered a letter wHich I 
fefit hitt above two ttlontis ! igb : ' nay, I think, a' 
Quarter of a year. 

Yo^y arc rich .—I have only to wifh the continiiancd 
of yoor riches^ with fome diminution 6f your fatigue; 
And yet the moil laborious man in the world is, 
I am fttlfy afllired, more happy than the iaziefi. 

*' TfeE Rival Brothers" has fome of Dr. Young's 
^Hl^atl^ms 7 atid I quelHon if the moral be abfolute-' 
ly true-^at leaft, Mr. AddHbn is in fome meafure 
againft it : but, on the whole, I think it a noble 
Tragedy; aibdunding as much with refined fenti* 
nemstRd ^vated expreffions, as ^' The Gameiler^ 
and ** The Earlof Efiex" are deficient' in ^otk 


My verfes are not yet fent to Sir George Lyttelton ; 
/ dart new difficulties, and cannot make them to 

P 4 my 
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my mind : yet have promiied him a copy, and dif- 

longer without greato^esce^ . ^ 

T HAVE fcarce been^ twenty yardfj6t>m,;tgi|P^ this 
winter. Laft night I yifiied one of my neighj^qufs^ 
and what with wine, fitting up late^ a perfedl'fluM 
of difcourfe^ and a retarn nome through the dark,, 
found myielf vertiginous before 1 was a\yare, NeH^er^ 
d^d' Prior's manly defcription, ** I drank, 1 liked it 
*^ not, &€.'* feem fo natural to me as it does to-day. 
lam ,abfoluteIy vile in^my pwn flglj^tj^. and I abhojr, 
inyfelf in dull and a%^, I was p^^>^r /o jn^)xic9;^f 4^ 
a^s.^otto know what I faid, or to talk mtr^ non- 
fcnfe ^ and jet ijpw m^ny pjiii^gs CQuld iy^l^ ,unf^d 
that 1 'let fall Jaft flight. ! . \' ' 




We ar.^'§oiftg;to add^w ??w bells to op^^refpi^j 
fet of fix ; to. have a turnpike road from Hagley. 
to Birmingham, through Hales ;.^ an^ ^^o ..ft^p^ei^f^' 
a little from our obfcurity. , I am, dear Sir> with 

^^omplimeut? to Mrs.. .Graves, . 


i\ :\* 1 . ■> 


iM rc . I . fiver mioft'alFedlionatfelyyoiirs,' ' ' 
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LXXIV. To 


» ' «■■ 


Infcriplians^ >&e^.,, u %i. '^ ^ 

The Leafowcsy 
« Dtai^MriCtaT^jr, ' " - - >!y 15, 1753, 

I'SlfN'Cyou my dde, as'l fcnt it to the Dutchefs 
fome weeks ago. Why I pitched upon one read- 
ing fboner than another, I will not now explain : 
ijor Will I trouble you to make any frefh remarjca 
upon it at preTcnt ; only, when you liappen to rea^ 
it over at your leifure, if any thing occurs to you 
tliit WuW 'terfd to perfeft it, I would beg you oc- 
cinoriklty to make fome memorandums, I have not 
yet irecHved an anfwer; but, a^ I accompanied the 
Vcrfeswlth a letter^ I fuppofe I Aall receive one- 
in return. I alfo added^ to fill ^ blank fpace in my 
paper-book, a po^m which I call *< The Villa;** 
and 'iVbirfi ybu. may perhaps recollcft : how pro- 
|Jtfrly r know not,"for I had the benefit of no perron's 
jUif^^nmt 6x ^idvice. ' ' 


f ,, 


' Lord Dudley mad* -Mr. Dolman* a pnefent of a 
piece of pkte, a large cap, in coniideration of his 
lifter's being at -^Brootnr about half a year. There 
was-'.ont it, 6ne.fupporcer awkwardly ent>ugh hold- 
ing up the coronet in his paw, and from the co- 
ronet proceeded, a label, with " Amoris ergo Dud- 
.** ley." I do not know who was the manager, or 
iwhence he had the infcription ; but I think from 
^2 Pr. 
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Dr. !!•*—• This is elegant and enough. Neverthelds, 
«vtk^r«>tiraf iMr'foiri^ cbnYCBkAce in d^zlitfig Ai 
eyes of the people: where ijdwefl, and as ySrri^ eyes 
as theirs, are .not to be dazzled, and hardly ftruck^ 
ty elegance alone, I chofe the mtuhfod; ih%t .was fooft 
magnificent. — t wifh they are. not inyidions enougji 
to fay, that hts' arms are engravetf ther^ for want 4[ 
fbme of niy ©4u»V ffo i^ v^ould not be long hefbrQ 
I remove their notable fuggeftion.-— I have truly io 
}ow an opinion of arms fince fhef became purchaiea^ 
fele by xnonevj.and 4nce tfte preftnt unlimited ufi: 
of them, th^t^ W^re I to Bnizcqi^t :to toy name in 
the ofRce ';vvhlch I did not like, I would not ofieit-c 
lot fubf^ftote what was more agreeable: yet fome 
/ert o\ right or tlaien is requifite to fatisfy one's de^ 
licacy w;th an opinion of property i and indeed td 
tkx one's .fj^ce^^ where one has the whole furatHira 
of the upiveffe'foj:£/« objed.-^A6er all, theyu^af 
are more Aruck with arms than any thing i **" ftopet 
** in tibalis Se imaginibus ;" and« I' believe^ •ifafefe 
were near two hundred people gathered round Lady 
Lnxborou^Yl^eau at Birmingham^ and declaif ng 
her arms to .be* very n^tUf or -oth^rwife.^^I do not| 
thereibre» chufe to employ a.vulgir mind about tiiik 
matter.-^Were you to goto Londoit, I ihoald gladly 
folicit^5« ; or if you have fifty friend you could* write 
to in town, .to feareh the ofBcei fbr really I ha^ 
jione ttatj L like /or tie purptfe. It will ribt tdk 
above a couple of ihilUags.^>— I will fradyoii' a draogbt 

of 
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m ffie fi^ o/ flSy 0sifiaift wiMft It lirfftds^ior I 
mtlly do in»^ icfiow wlmt Mf. Hy^Kmi wiA ]^t n^ii 
«•: I fifrdy he cottfiiksivRh Dt*. B— , my Lord's phy^ 
ficiaih.-— ** Be liudley** would run nioft aboimni^ 
BIy,' and " Baro Dudfcy*' may be adfdorited by th4 
#eqoent praftid6 of Mnttaire.— If it is infcnbea 
^iDtidley'* «r*«p, lean add- the reft if I liquid here* 
^ftef think j^rdperr ^nd I wifh it<itray be fo. 

My verfea to the Cofonel af e Aot ytt traiifcribed, • 

X ttfi^Jt the Latin infciiption io yoar fcroth^ 
ftty ele^t; and I ihould no€ care tt hdte any 
^dflrt of it omitted*-*! wonidy by all means, hav6 
this little hiftory of his life perpetuated — " Hii 
^* Ailtim, &c." And were you to pat it into Eng* 
£fl>9 it wcfuld be too long for an inA:r}ptioA ; nn^ 
left you w6re> by means of a prfn^ ^Icgy witk 
puhSi or any other fcrch meth6d» to prodace xht 
§i»tt eSt€t ^ and then you inight mak^ ihe epitaph 
m 4f0rt as ydn pleafed. — Aft^r alU thtfrft method 
is pefha|)s as eligible. When the affair is nearef 
i conclttfion^ I (honld be glad to be of any fervice; 
rr^\ will.thinky and write again about it. 

And nowy having fpoke to fuch matters as have 

tieeii'tbe fubjedl of our late cor^fporfdence, I am 

at liberty to dii^^rfif^ xtiy letter as I may.*— I ihould 

be glad to know in your next^ whether you have 

3 heard 


1 


keard.of Uce iropoi Mr. Wfaiftler; aad whether he; 
is CQDfiaed.j^t hofn^ as Qfual.,by, his mother's ftate 
of hi^^tiu 'I almoiL defpair of ever reeing him again 
fit The l«eafai)ii^s, though there ia hardly, any. plea- 
fuse I (o much covet as that of forprizing him with 
^c sfffijtU^ns ^ I have ^madtt and , the urtUies I hav& 
^wrcbafpdf ^T^ng the fiw years fmcf he was ia:ShrQiK 
fhire : ad4v^> ^t^$ ;the feveral ac^auaances I have^ 
formed which he would like, and the amuiing vifits 
I could pay* ^eroabouts with freedom. — I do not 
know whether you faw Mr. Davenport and his fa- 
mily: aft 3ath this 'fpHiig; H& is 4ayiag::C>ut his 
environs ; and I am by appqin^niei^ti to go over the 
week afcer n€x(.- He has alfo. a^paioter ac this time 
(aicing views round his houfe^ which is one of the 
jnoil magnificent in our cournty ^ yet I never leave 
home but with relyiflance. I really '/^onp no p lac B 
to vycll > a^d it is a great favour in' me to allot a^/ 
one a week of vfYf yfeww^r— Addto this, that mi/ 
foniHti^tion 'Requires nurfing; and I am moil haffgi^ 
where I am moiXfree. It is In vain to iay, they aikm», 
you all freedom, where you cannot allow it ymirfelf, 
per this reafon, I never more enjoy ^myfelf, than I 
do at The Grange ; and yet this ^o foipe may appeac 
paradoxical. 

I I'ESTERDAV embclllfhed my chalybeate fpring; 
1— The infcription that is cn^t on thp. Hone is as fol« 
Jpws, viz, . • •. . ■ ,. . ... ' . • . 

" FONS 


^ •* PONS FfeRRVOtNEVS. "*- ' - 

\ ■: t.- <« DivAE QVAE SECBSSV^'lStb *"' ■ ' 

** FRVI CONCEDIT " ^ '^ 

•* SALVTl S/* 

' ' - • * * 

Y«t 1 qu^ftion i^etlier fome of ^he following be 
not. 4JiPCferabl€ ; if they arc, I beg you will tell me. 
One Ihilling and £ir-pence prodoces the altentioD: 

, ** PONS FERRVGJNEVS. 

r 

" D4YAP PER qVAM JLICET , 
" HOC SECESSV FRVI, JfC. 
" SAL. &C." 

^ ■ or, , . '.. : 

.** DIVA«.PEIl <^tAM LAT5BRAR . 
. ** qVAEViS OBLECTAJIT 


or. 


** 0iVab per qvam licet '- 

** ltl6RN^Afo RVRB LAE-TARr.^* 


?» 


.J 


or, 

<* DIVAB LOCORVM OMMIVM . 
" CPMMBNOATRICl, .&C'! 

or, 

' » - 

** DIVAE NIMIRV.!!^ rvsticab 

' *''8ALyTI SACER." . \ 

' '" , or, ' . , .^ 

" DlVAfi CVI ©EBBTVR 

^* LOC^IRTM OMNIVM AMOBJi^TAS 

" &C." 


; J 


Belxevb 


^^1 MR. SHCNStOK^^S 

BsLiEvi ;tu5 cvcr> with my beft cotvplimeiits td 
Mrs. Graves^ . ^ 

Your moft obliged 

And fl^ ^ffp^tlMAie fttTAOt^ 

W.'Shbnstom^/ 

- • ' . .J 
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LXXV. To Mr* jAott. 

The Leafowejr^ 
Dear Mr. Jago, Jan. 29, 1754. 

IA M at a lofs how to begin tkis letter .-^I will 
oot» however^ after tlie u^ual/way^ gire you a 
tedious lift of apologies in the front of it. Some ac« 
count of my long filence you will find difperfed 
throughout die tester <| and as for what is deficienti 
I will depend upon your friendfltip. ' 

There has not been a pe^fpn heffi. fince you left 
ine» of whom I cquld ob^i^ tb^e leaft intelligence 
concerning you. And ^ an enquiry by the po^ 
was my only obvious tfethod, I do acknowledge my* 
felf to blame^ Aotwithiaading all <he escofes that I 
can make* 

Amidst that coi^fltqe of vifit^Qt;^ iwhoiik I receiTed 
^is iaft foafon^ f. w^s i^^ /Onf^ Jf happy as I 
< wasN 
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Vgas Hk j0tfr ^ai{^iiy : I was the happier in feeing 
jf^fn fy ; andy ^ if you remeoiber, J took notice at the 
11^^, Jxoifr little your vivacity was impaired in coxo* 
p^/90 of py own. If I was thn but a dull ^9;sjt^ 
p^io^i gu^s :^|iether folitude and winter ycre likely 
to inake oie a t^etter comffouieni. That vein of 
gaie(]F and Humour, wi^ich you were once fo partial 
as to difcoyer in my letters, will fcarce appear ther^ 
any piorp ;. not ^eyen to tjie eyics of the moft. partij^l 
Iriend I have. Should you deny what I a/Tert, and 
impute it to a fit of fpleen, yet you may alla^ that 
it will Ccajrce en^vq[l finy letter that I write in ixji/Her, 
Frien^fhip ftill x^m^ns ! Friendfhip, like the root 
of fdme perensi^ flower, even then perJ^aps gathers 
firength in £ecret» that it may afford a better difplaf 
of its colours in the fpring. 

♦ 

I f)0 not prj^epd this to be an adequate apology* 
\ know, my deateft friend, tha^ yoi; bqth like ro fee 
and hear from me: it proves, however, that yo^- 
have no great le/s either of my letters or my com- 

i ... ,1 

' J.AMf ^ Af |>Wfe is> deeply penetratejlt by the 
^vMicLes of yoiif lAf^ Miller. He took a &«rt din? 
B^/ iWil^h j^ 9iice this feafon, dropping Sir George 
ZK Mh P-^'s* tie '^«ild not haye pleafed qote bet<r 
W-< j}cr^ i|c hiipf(ift«d >o meet ftfr, jLy t^lt^ , aji4 
Cj^ajfi WbP^. H<i 8ft^rwar4s . brei^^fijftpd ^erc, 

and 
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and in general '?e€mcd ghd of eV^ty* OcctBMi' Hi 
Wng ine the gehtecreft company. ' Totem •I*'<<IHI 
Mifs Banks and Lord Tempie. Can-you ffcMc tftit 
Itadway now, as tsrell sis Harbury; has no atMfiHiiJt 
for mc^f YotJ know flife too well ; htt I haire w*l 
truly fuch a flate of health as to dare to be from 
liome. ' Fiends will "fay, «^ you may* be as fJec at 
," our houfcs as your own, &c/' and they wiH ptedm 
as they^; but if' you caiiiiot mdSht' your/Hf fo, 
what h 'all this to the pirrpofc ? ' - • ' * 

*! K:\Vitor give you a detail of what has patfed 
tvkh me fince l faw you. Lord Dudley, with my- 
falfi made one vifit tb Lord Plymouth's'. 'We mii 
Mr. jind'Mrs. Winnington. — We took a trip to Mr. 
Vernon's, where we found Mr. Coventry atid Other 
company. The impreflions I received from them 
would afford futjeft foi- coti'verfation betwixt yBi and 
in6 ^ but I mail not a^gn too much of my pape)' to 
that purpoft; * *- 


J ■ 


Lord Plymouth's piece of water fhould have 
a f^rpentine river. I could give you Ibotrg reaAms. 
<'^ t)iink my Ixkd fueh^ a character as Will mAc 
a reputable JSgUi^ t!a Kftt^Mo^ed he iV' atid mufi 
be at firft fight. — ^Lady Plymouth is the mod amiable 
of wonierf j-«nd, bl^sn fht world,-tke plfopereft'pcr- 
foD^that - m)^ lo^dedold' have^^K^fi^- ^The ^^n ftr 
^theii' hoafe-Ithihk right j Aippofiugh right toeoli-* 
' - tinae 
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i^goofidef^e beauties. Lord Plymouth hall>^li'Cmfe 
Jbtte iiage, and talks of cau^ng me to come, and de- 
J^ ibr.>> his cfiv]r(Mis.«^F &em to be'lilflily *?]f Vs 
6f^ai-.r^ hofe {om/t tlmie -ko m^et you ijfefe.' • , - 


Ode^- after an aftc^ilhing- dehr^,'waipreie;itfd. 
to the 1>utchiefs of Sosieriet. It jprodubetl '^e^ two 
grntf el letters from her Grace* I am well fati^d 
with the event, Vor ibme r^aibns 'firhidi'f Witt cmc 
day •give yon— none of iftom^nt.-^Stoon dftfef this, 
Dodiley p^effcd-me to ' cohtiibute; ds'mplf kt' I 
pleafed,' to a fourlh- volume'of his MUcelianks^ I at 
firfi meant to do fo-')>r^ey largely;-! then* chingrl 
tgy mind, and fent only fome little, pieoec. Part of 
theft were my \OY/n% part Mr/'WhittWs; Ajr. 
Graves's, and fome accidental meceaiiifmlfei^iH^hi^K 
I found in .my bureau. — I ^urpoftd- ib fend Some- 
thing of yours too ; of hj^f/fl \fivhii^urried'y^\i^'f 
not without your confent. What I thought or'was', 
your Linnets. Lafl week he writes me word, that 
th& town waU now he too much engroffed^by the 
bn£nefs of eledions.; and that he does not preceded 
thi« winier.>r-So that we fliall now, you fee, iiave 
Ui|ie to meet» or wiitp upon the fu^4l. 


>.'. 


, .Mr. Graves fent me, the inclofed little fable, lor 

{>qdiky,>,if I approved i(. — 1 made fomealteratioi^?, 

9^d fc^it. i;.— Hc«urn it to .me, ^ you pl«ife.-*It 

» Vb.L. m. Q^ ' is 
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MIL SHSNSTONE'S 


is preUy; but the infcripdoa jnsft lie << To a 
t« Friend," .... 

» 

So5f B cofrefpondence I have had this winter with 

• Mr. Hx^« j^ut toys.iind .trioJkets .wUoii he. geta 

done for me in London. He is hy far a better 

/runJ and cotpreffonhnt, than a./«r/. Should .yoa xak^i 

a trip to towii» he wouM be ^ytfrQud. to fee yoii^ 


."1 


. ^ AM no}fr^ lil^e the refl pf the wprldf. , p^r^ifing Sir 

^harlps Gra^difon-^I If;i^w QOt wl^th^r thaf worl^' 

\oins^ Hie, in preferring fil^rifia. . The aHtho^ ifWRp 

tbcj^art of 4^r/^«is^«/ i^^eyery thiog that he,hj^ writ« 

fjen^yetjaqi much hls^a^irer., . , 

My ^4^F friend !.<^h^riih a^d prefejreyour ow$ 
vivacity^, and ^If t not ihis phlegmatic epiiUe impair 
it» If ocjiafion. offers, caU on me for my omm fake^ 
and believe yoa have not, alive a more aiTedionatf 
frien4. 


w f .> i I > 


* f' • \ 

♦ • ;' ' >. 'I' * • 


LXXVI. To. 


li E T TEH & 227 

LXXVI. Ta Mr. Graves, on the Alternations of 

Pleafure and Pain. 

The LeafoweSy 
Dear Mr. Graves^ April 19, 1754. 

IT is a long, long time, according; to the com- 
pntation of friendfhip, iince I had the pleafurs 
of a line from you ; and I write chiefly to remind you 
of it, not widi* any hopes of affording you' thp 
amafement of a fingle n[iinut6« In truth, I have not 
ipirits for it. The feverity, the duration, the foli- 
tude, of this winter have well^nigfh exhauded them. 
«"— The fuccefiion, the regular facceiHbn, of pain and 
pleafure becomes every day more clear to me. It 
begins to feem as ordinary as the courfe of day and 
•night. Thus my lad fummer was the moft amufing 
I ever faw; my winter the moH dlfagreeable^— al- 
low me to except one only : I mean, that ever- 
mournful winter which robbed me of my dearelt 
leladoii. Sometimes this pain and pleafure are con- 
trafted within the compaTs of a day ; fometimes 
in different weeks, &c. &c. However, do not think 
me fuperftitious ; there is hardly a perfon that is 
Jefi fo. Yet I am firmly perfuaded of the alternation, 
cither in the mind, or in the events themfelves. My 
fummer, I faid before, was highly entertaining ; my 
winter rendered equally difagreeable, by a long-con- 
tiontd fquabble amongft our principal pariihionerl, 

O a and 
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and by the death of my bed- beloved and the moft 
accoinpUihed of niy rd&ttonfr, M;^ D7-. She ri^ued 
going to London for the fake of 'finding ibmething 
nenv ; was feized with the fmall-pox, and died' hi all 
her bloom. — The , natural confequence which we 
fhould draw from obfervations of this -fort Is, equa- 
nimity ; " 3equam memento rebas, &c,** and a^itf, 
■«* fperat infeftis, metuit fecundi*, kc;** Eittoagh of 
this, which I (hould - not mention bot that the faift 
itfelf ft] ikes me continually more* and more; and 
were I to mark the pleafing and unpleaiing parts 
of my exiflence in an almanac* as the Romans > did 
their Faji and Ne/a/i, I know not if, at the year's 
end) the black and white marks would not nearly 
balance each other. ... ^ 

V I » 

I • 

I HAVE bought ** Hogarth's Analylis ;" it ureally 
entertaining ; and has, in fome meafur&, adjufted my 
notipns with regard to beauty in general, ^or in- 
flance, were I to draw a ihield, I could ' give you 
reafons from hence why the fliape was pleiLfing or 
difagreeable. I would have yon Sorrow .aai read 
It. . . 

• ♦ 

Grandison I cannot think equal to Clari/Ta; 
though, wefre merit in this age to be preferred, the 
author of it defcrvcs a biihopric. 

« Ja60 
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Jaco h^ hecn fortunate for opce^ but the va^ue 
cyf hU livings' mud be orafgerated inr the news- 
papers* 

If Mr. Whiftlcr would give me fk yifit in. the heiglit 
<\f my feafon this year, I ihoUld look upon it as Qne^ 
of the mod pleafing events that could happen (o the 
remaindfcr pf qpy life ; and I would not prefiime to 
hope that fat^ would ever allow me a repetition of 

it- . •' • ' 

* . . • ■ . .. - . , 

» •■• . ■ • - 

. My love, of toys is not quite exhaaftcd-^1 liave 
purcha fed /or .rather renovated, fosne that d re both 
rich and beautiful, though llhoreof what I meai>t diem.* 
I hav« ajrittfed myfelf with defigning little ornaments 
this winter»*fQ)|)e of which may turn to account un* 
dcf the.^managdxient of foine Birmingham mechanic* 
^-To atchieve ea/e^ in tHatieafoiiY is th£ moil that I* 
can Jnfe'^ and {t is more>diaii I often oifaw* - * ' 

; Excuse this worthlefs letter; which mufi cod yPVC 
money^, af;they. tcU me fra'nks are^fclefs. Ixould 
not avoid fome uneafinefs npf>$i reiie£tt^g. hpw iQt^ 
•you have been filent. Prefent my befl compliments 
tcr"Mrs. • Graves ;" ^and p?Ly,;a; tribute ; of one Single 
balf-fheet to Chat afife^ign with which I am ever; '-^ 


Yt)urs, 


* I i^ « ' 


Q-r 


♦\ 


W, Shen&tonb.' 
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LXXVII. To the fame, ou the Death of Mr. 

Whistlbh. 

Thc]^jearo^» 
Deal" Nth Gravesi June 7, 1754, 

'T^ HE melancholy account oJT our dear fKen4 
:*■ Whhiler's death wa$ conveyed td me, at thf 
^me iniiant, by yours and by hh brother's }e(t£r* 
I have written to his brother this pofl; though I 
am very iU able to write upon the fubjefl, and would 
willingly have waved it longer, but ibr .d^cemcy* 
The triumvirate, which was the greateft happinefit 
iumL the greateft prida of my life* is broken t .The 
&brk of aft .ingenidoud and difietesefiMl ^hiftisMdj^ 
has loll % noble icoluflui ! yet it may».a«i:4Myi4>i2 
trUlif enditre till one of us be laid as Ichv^ b^thiA^ 
Onc.iCaO. £>. little faiisfy Me\$ felf lyith what we Jkf 
upon fuch. £id occaii^nftt.lhat I made. three «r£Mi9 
eflays before I could <W«rf what I had written to his 
brother.-— Be fo good as e^rcufe ttvt to hifti as well 
is you .can, and eftabtilh tat in the good •jpinioit 
of hidi and Mr. Walker, 

Poor Mr. Whifllcr ! hoiy do all otr little ftrifcs 
and bickerments appear to us at this time 1 yet we 
may with comfort reflefl, that they were not of a 
Jiri that touched the tnials of our friendfhip ; and I 
may (ay, tKat ^ fondly iQv^d a|id efteemed each 
^ ^ ' ' ' other, 






L-fi? T" r-i R^ »/ '^ 


• .'f 


other, of n^ceffity-:*-** TT^les amipas ofipxtuit eflc con- 
**. cordcs." Pctor Mn WhJlllcr 1 not i finglc acquaint^ 
ance have^I made, not a iingle pidture or .curio/ity 

' ■» LI • * If**' ' 

hair^f purchased, not a Angle embelliihmelnt hate I 
ghflcA'to-my placce, fine^ hs was kft htre/but I havt^ 
bfld His approbation and kis amufement in tnv eye, 
]; #ai afluredlf inibfibtt ilif^laiSge^ iiriif t6 fii^fAemOH' 
rjrf'A^r ftall I pais it ^i^bttt % ^zdiig mel^ncbo* 
If •dttfiiig4b6'!«maindfe4'Df rajTdaysl WeliaVtfeach- 
df i{i^r«<<Mved a pleafidre fh>m /^i co&veifatiohy whicK* 
ilo <»(^ir coiiverfation can afford' us at dor prefent' 

dmet^flifc: " ' ^ •' --" - • •- ^' ■•^' ^ '-' -^ 

3iiADl*^'^ifiy^'^ear ^^Mnifd^l Hitiy onf rememf>raak<i^ 
#i^ftev|^ft»< wt^ t)ttV6 Mk^biKf thi ftroni^knd ^irer^- 
Miw^ demMC^o^ ottr^^fft^iidtf^ Al^«»^ Mr. JoUof 
WkiitofiCdie fegai'd^ hiiv^ fdr hmit «p«Ht MsVU»^ 
40doiiaii>^ as "Mil aft^ hn- broAtf^i Wnee ta me^ 
dKMiMfi^u4itfVe<%»portiiftitf^ ^h^WybaliS^ 
ervd/Mi^i^intf toBeWermoft'Bfl^bWt^^o^M^ ^ 

W. Shenstone# 
I BIO jny cbmpfimeril%46*Mri. Gi-ares* . 

J ^ . * ■ * ':. l'*.^J *■> - •**! -. •• • • • .• ' W ,V^ 'I 

. - • • • I r ' • 

^. . R.4,. • I^XVfiI.,Tq 


npjH^i^ fariij^tlars relatiQg lO'dir poor fiiend'ff dfi- 
^,.', paftjaV^ ocijafion^d, fl>e.jDaucb oonceyrn, aVd! ia-,* 
4qftcl • wijef 6fV<i y«^i4®*4^e^. particulars arc what 
oxje^cwct* tp.Jtgf|:| j9.n4rli^ imelancholy whic&.tl^. 
pfoducf^ is Jli^vcr, ui?|n^i|Cf (Jo witk „p|eafjft^e!^ r^jlihlpfe" 
%r?i!t^'][»9?}F«tli^^^ /<y. tjie care •yi>Mt"! t;^liL 

tb you and Mr. J. Whiftler might appea|-rj{p«^tt4i?r. 
from a mere friend of the deceafed ; but there is a 

Da xfj:>i,MrM;irfyrmnic ypur-I beli^vp (the ^ff^ 
^ilVhei acftomi3iqda(cd.^{Je. pnjy ws^pt^, t^ J|fi9j^HriB 

pen^f „ • whfch might pe Dctter"ad|alle<J mthhu^ any ; 
ia ;OfJ)^r H^ord^tp run'hishea4 agaiQii. ^ ib:^e-waUt 
fi^t ^! n\ighc have a fj^^an^qipf ca^f^pg it .to tujpble 
j*Pftn.,6»f* Wpjil^ you .^n^Qf that; t..<ha44 fiiiFcr 
^gi. ^^^|hp.nw>fJ0»7hPufr at ^arfciqrpqgh thr^own 
ft to 'Im ' »t ? HVcre I-.foibrSo, Icould make ii/d- 
2 vantageou^ 


> / 

I 

i 


ytptt^eous to myTelf, smd the difpute were at ah' 
cud; bttt I have- ^^cind Gif^roviMakii^iintntion for 
th^t^pi(9cf:sa)A/amfyy^ which, if you remember, I 
hmt'tcxpieKd in one of my beft^*eleglesil^ 1^ v' 

Pray what will become .of our letters to TVlf. 
Whiflleri As, I am not confcioas of any thin^ dif- 
honourable in mine (and J am /ure I may fay the; 
6me of yours), methinks I could wi(h that thejr^ 
misKt pot be deftroyed. It is frop a few lettcra 
of my. own or others alone, accidentally, prefcrvcd* 
that t am^ able to r^colje.d y^hzjfjl have , beea dpu)£ 
unce I was born.. 

i5*r«rf*, Hw4i^h Twas^ttfft -kt Barrels, tf fargfetfnot 
Bath, vHhSCe'riiiikf; V Affrfer^ vt^itJ' Clelkrid. * Hb^ltiiew 
your name and place ; but,.! find, w^s not peHonal- 
ff ^iq'uaintcd*' wfth y6\l:^t' am glad en6u|[h' to hear ' 
ffi'it ytMfr pikee "j^eis *inW toguc. ! It' is, T think^ 
WiW'J'ou'ft^ttia rJ^i^, up<>n.an 'iceouritsv Let the 
tieiiity'*t)f 'the ^hee *guide them "to the nierits -^ iti 
iMner," \ tiaVe* oiien thought, myfelf,\tSat' were a 
B^ffeft' tb'live it'The Learowes, of mire merit than 
Ihy{elfj"ind k ftw d'egrees more worldly prudence, 
Ife^totild fcarce want dppoftuniti'ea to procure his 
own advancement. My riiral em belli Amen ts are'pef- 
hnps more coniiderable than yours $ but then tlJe 
Vicinity* of Bath might occafiort you a greater conflilx, 
— "i^our ufiexpenfive illuminations pleafe me highly. 
^^ * Elfgyxv. 

I have 
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J ^f(» pvq&fid thefe man^ yeanr' to <ptafcha£b ^ fn 
of tin-Ump9» of about four-pence a-piece, to fticlt 
agaioft treer« and to ufe upon occafion in siy cop* 
pice^ or.fatker in my grove^ .wh^e ibme eftke 
water-Hulls would not fail to ihew, delightfalljr. ^ 


• . . k.j It' 


T 

Yoti aflad ffie ^about Jago's prtfermcnt: T^hc liv- 
ing Zi^tf ii*vtn kiitA by the^Bifhop of Worccftcr is^ 
I believe, near an hundred. pounds a year. 'Wltk' 
this, he has Harbury, of about fifty ; and CHeOer* 
ton, a flStt of i6hapcl of eafe, about iforty ; in the. 
iuihdk't therefore, abotrt a faufidfdd ibd ninety : Bat 
then he is obliged to keep a ciirate '; and what 1 think 
7et worf^ji^, that hexanndt xn^kf it 'tg^tvmuuaxxo 
the at his nc^w. i^toaiion^. wh^f k, is a,jpf etty ,oii^ ,;. r 


r {^ • -.■\ ir 


rt • " 


I. HAVE hadrfome viiStants tbb/eafon; indeed 
as many^ and as conf^era^l^, as fuch a fort ^p/ if^i^ 
fon could a^ord me. A Scotch peer called upoa 
ine in his' way through Birniingbaoi : his. title , w^ 

. He Iccmcd to have a Very clear head, a very 

{>oute ai\d e^iy manner, and all the reineme^nt of 
true' tafte, wV/^^Wthfe' warmth or'appetite.— I could 
hbt help thinking him, on manv accoun^s^.^.^A^r 
raflerillic of the 'ScottilK nation, ,_,.'. 

'^ ^oiTLD to God 1 could fee yoii and Mrs. Qn^ii 
-herfc this lummer I I have the fame wilh it mav.b^ 


t :K' r T B R f. A}< 

«iy let to vifit^tfir next aotanra. Be a£ured» J fm^fi 
;t. 

^ I Bxpsp¥ Dbdflt^ e?ety W«ek. He wtH^ I «it 
convinced, be f^r publiftiiig feif MUodkut^ ncac wiift 
ter. Wbttld Mr. W — , think you, agree, that yon 
r.nd I ihould be allowed to pnblifh fuch of poor |^r. 
^ '^hiftler's papers there, as we judged were moil like* 
ly to do credit to hia memory \ 

Adiiu ! dear Mr. Graves. Let us reconcile our 
fiffedions to the. ordinary events of life; afid let ^^ 
a^opt my frif n4 Jag* into oar. fecond trinmvirat^ 
I am, however, altfuly«^ with.^tfosZ/^r attachmeni^ 

W. Shenstone# 
My beft compUsaents ^o Mrt*iOra?«9» • ^ 

P. S. Since I wrote the forejoing, I have ha^ 
iftdr. Davenport of Davenport-houfe, with all ^^i 
family. — His brother, the clergyman^ rememberea 
y^Ott by your piibire. — His wiie is tl^e £neft pfrfon^ 
&;c. I have feen here, cxcej^t l«ady Aylefbury -r- in^ 
gepious, eajj^-behaved, ^d of 3n e:(c^Ilent temper* 
•rr-They come to JBath in » fortnight* . . 

Since that time. Sir George Lyttelton, Mr. Lyt^ 
telton, and Mifs Lyttelton.— Sir George thinks fon^^ 
alterations requifite ia' my verf^s, to which I cannot 
eaiily bring myfelf to conform — but mnft* 

6 I Loor 
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A. X LOOip upo^ ipy.tQhenaeof embelliihipg my farm 
9^ tbf poly iuQky oi;ie I ever porf^ed ia my life.— My 
fJ^Q^opw hr^g»..tH6,.wo|i4i>hQine.4cr 9^9 .wbea I 
ll««e too fn9K4i i949)^.n<<^ -t^ g^fotih.in/ijadk of it. 

•"♦.# if.'- -i ' «- . • 

l,3Q(IX. To the fame, on hearing th^t hu Letters, tt- 
Mr. Whistler were deftroycd. 

^ ' Thp Lcafowej, 

:* Dear Mr. GrciyeSf . , ; 05l*:«3, 1754. 

IT is certainly fome arguaaent df t peculiarity iii 
the tftcem I be^ryou, thaf J feel « i»eaditiefi to 
Acquaint you snixH' in^ire<i( my feiUas th&n I carc'to 
trail with any ot}ier pcrfon. I believe nothing fhews 
is more plainly either the Ai'S^rtnt Jeg* as or kinHs 
of rqgard tk«ri.we.^nteitaaii ..far^our isneral/frieiixis 
(f may alfo add tlie difference of their cbaraffersjy 
ihah the ordiiiary Sylt and tenor of the letters w^ 
j^ddrefs to th*cr»l * ' ' . 

* * - * 

'' I CONFESS soyou, that T am confideraBly mortified 
by Mfnjohn W — ^'s tondufitin regard to ray letter^ 
to hiis broth(fr';'and, father than th«y (hould haViC 
ibeea fe nnnecelZai4]y defttoyed» would- have givQi 
n^OviB Dioney jthan i^ is allowable for ,mje to mention 
.ivith decency i I Joofc upon my letters ^s fome of e»j[ 
f^^uef (i'oBuvres^ and>. could I .be fiippofed to have 
^the^ leail prctejafioas to propriety 'of, Ityle or fenti- 
*>v. - ; ment. 


Bl^n't, r'ihoiild iix&ligtiie it muft^ appear, principally; 
in my lett<^i^^Msfibf6t1i^; W4<F »nd 6t ^^^morb 
friends. I tbrdi^d t!iem fts^ the te'cti* of stf^/fS- 
pip t]izt wlWhc' tih/sfsf 'itear 'totACy itttJ-ai'Slft 
'H^ffiory of'*iy'w/MI'fdf Clfef6>ft(*«M»yJjrtf4rt Ittftiptfl. 
The amufemeiit I flioilld' have found in the perufll 
of them would have been altogether innocent ; and 

! would gladly have preferved them, if i^ were only 

< • » » # 

to explain thofe which I Ihall preferve *of his bro- 
ther's. Why* he Ihou Id allow either me or them fo 
vvery little weight as not to coit/alt nie \^ith regard 
to them, I c)ftn* by no ixfefun dbntfeive. I fiippcjc 
it is not un*cuftofnary to return them to the forvivirfg 
friend, i bttdno-anf^Rrer tb the iettei" wfitch'I wrote 
Mr; J. W-*-{ I recdived a 'riwg Item' hrm'j btifas 
I thought it an 'inadequate tnemorial of thefrjcnd- 
*ihip whith his brother had ^r* me,' 1 'give irto ihy 
•fervant the moment I received it'; Jifc the 'fame tififc 
I have a neat ftandifh, on whidi I ra«fcd tJfe Hnieb 
iMr. W — left with it to be infcribed, and which 
appears to me a much more agreeable remembrancer. 

I MAVK read your new produ6l:ion with pleafore; 

•aiid as this' letter begins with a confefllon of foible^ 
I will own, that through mci^elazinefsi haveftncyom 
back your copy in which' I have made fome crafe- 
nients, • iarlVeid 'of giving ^ou my reafons' on^ which 
4hofc criffteient^ were ^bunded. Truth is,^it ieeios 
tasfte to wa!K?ihighty"few variations from what is 

•-" . ^ . ' now 


«3t m1« SHENSTONX^S 

^lOHr A* pw!<9fit tMif t and thttyVftiiitHir'niorrfM^i 
#tf(al» y9¥ wU bt sble to gm it^a^ amdi perM^^ 
ja you BMcan it to hare. And yet, did I fuppofi^ 
^ou we^ld inftrt k ifi Dodfley^* Colledionf as ifee 
.n^reafea yon kiff to tiM coiitFary, I woKid tttsr 
;iiny pains about it that ym ftould defire me. I 
jBtift. beg MOth^ copyi at yoDr leifurr. 

I SHOULD like the inCcriptioo you mentioii vpoii 
.a real flone-uriiy which yoti porchafe very reasona- 
ble at Bath : but you muii not hfque it upon the vafe- 
.you mention, on any account whatever. 

' • y' 

. Now I flMJition Bath^ I muft acquaint you, chat I 
^have recesved intelli^nce from the younger I>od« 
.fley, that Ms brother as now there, and that none of 

the papers lient him are yet Jsnt to frefi% that te^ 
.cxpedb hia brother home about the fourth or fiffli- 
^o£ November, when he proceeds with hts pubUcatios. 

VcS^Y you may go to Bath whiift he is there, a^d^ 

if fo, may chnfe to haye an interview. 

I SHAU 6nd two or thj«e little pieces of my 
own, in hopes that you will adjuft the reading, and 

^return -them as foon as you conveniently can. AH 

^ J can 'fend tornight is this ** Ode to Memory.'' I 
4hjdi in the lail place d#fire your opinion as to the 

, maaixer of fJacwg v/ixBt is fent* The Mt pages of 
his ^Sircellany muft be already fixed. I Abk to 

V. . . propofc 


;i 
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... . . ) . -I 

pm^any.ttt tlie taUa all tlMi ttaio I am wmingt: 
¥i>or,<vcr jnoft aAdioiuit* 


.. i-XXX..ToMr. Jacq, ... 

The Leafo^iresf. 
. . ^ear Mr. J$gQ, June 1.6, i7f4- 

XjET ERE I to proQoance my ftntcnce upon tke 
: I ^ . . ]oogfuifeBfionof«ur cojrefpottdcutiey IJnHild 
infOtB tibe Mame of it, in aloBoft ^ptal meafm^^ to< 
jig«9tijr«aAtoawL T^ jm^ for an omiffion of the 
htbti^ ^11 ffmnlfed me wii«n: laft in< towai-; toiinev 
fiorwaicuig mes^efbiMfei of it^ and for nogle^ng;^ 
«ae dojht/fMv ^ iii9 fentimcfits of 'iny beait on tbs 
0ccafio» «r yottif kete pie&cnent; -Gmat were fili6 
hofCB I had indeed conceived^ that- yoipr faicreale of 
jcvanue kad been aecompaided with a place of re- 
fidanoewiiich w^more^ jmt Ma/than that where 
you atp^&Bt jMde; bt^tl da not find by any ao» 
c^nts that you pitrpofeto leave Harbury : for which^ 
^iodoiibtr yon bave reafoaa^ whkh I do n6t yet«pe- 
awtrate^ -bo t which may deaEwnd my afientthe a^fO* 
m^t yoa dtfcover' them* I have but Jittle to fay 
of tl|«*life<I Iwvo led' fiii^a .you feceirod'-fome ao 
. .u count 
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ter* or pit kaH its, miuifiirfyjQommfiisi .co (QripAiii^M 
durii^g the mii&ri(^ of Spring j and the Spriqg .Jb^ 
idifce btiBo ik>w, Jo giving.-up the reioA t6 fiiw^e^. 
Of oc»ieqii«n£e» lJe«A ia a. fiwc of aiddk JftfM 
betwixt a dull half-ammated gmb.aodan.isiigQiil^ 
caat togo-jnoiiy^ fly. Neithei* i^ t^e ««< itate or 
ether KOi I of the . leaft importance; but, from the 
.advances wKlch I have already made, you are ^4i#- 
<zx/^4/ the more likely to find -mt in your garden, 
.^boiit a fortnight ago I received a line or two ftoia 
our intiniate acquaintance and fchool<^fellow Mr. Hall* 
Itw«s brought me by Sir. Edward,* £oaghtao's,g|r^ 
dener; a fellow of good ufie>. ta.whom Mr. Hall 
defired I would caufe .The Leaibwte to >be -ftumwL 
I find.yott have dsiiffhted -Mrt. Hall «-l^ fome ahmito 
tioDs»wWch you prQpQre:fbr.thei]reaviroBs^ and whtcift 
th^y thiN^ugbiy.r^rQlve to -put io <rxeciKtion» ., Wh««i 
Icofne.bv«r into . WurwicUbirci asiJ hauft to.ni^ 
foon» I ibali be very glad to make tfaoniia victim 
your compain^r* My ipirits, though far from ^ood^ 
arc better ia th^ maia than they were in-wiaiKi^ 
and on fome peculiar da>w ere raiied as high aiun 
ahprhy ; 'very feMom higher, ^feidom fi> higi^ * '^ K 

You m^ft (from hence at .leaA> t«&e matr^'4a 
tho order or rathejr difirder in which th^,i}GC4^ 
Afdr. Miller I faw.on Wednefday lail ix) L^dyity^ 
tcUoA's co^ch, who topped twp mijQUtes dXxtvmH^ 


* ': 


who is now in Warwickfhire (tf he have not Arolled 
to^ItoiMton% htil bteA* witlr^ine fevtM^'thbHAis this 
fe M ttii criV'He h addin]^ a room of two to'his ';i!ace, 
whm^ firs Very-ndir^me^ *fnd purpofes m Tcfidt 
rbert as:4b<Hi AsiHs^ilnMled. The ifrtnation is not 
Voii( of 'l>ea«ties ; but, if^ you wHl pardon* the'tranity; 
mull veil its bonnet to mine. I have heard of phnt^ - 
ing hollies, pyraeanthas, and other berry-bearing 
.gHehs^' to* sttrtta-^Vftofe Bla^kbit^s whidh you h'ave 
& ^Mtabtty celebMed*:'* itf- Ihall be fny anfibitidn to 
JiHatit^od^niEighbours ;•' and/ what with Lord Dtidley 
ibdihi« Cxoticsy Mr. Hy^ton with liis fbflils, andTmy- 
UtfiyfkhiUiy firme 09*^^^,19 there not (bme r06^ to ex- 
pea that we may attraa'the rafters thk vVky? '^but 
firft we mnii: take fome care to ad'vettlfe them where 
ti^ 'treffAd-et Ife,^ A a8tB* "ifay is paflfed; 'aKd*' W r. 
Mm^.-frc Has-aga1nbceft\v?th me, and waked me 
*otf«ra feand fleep l^brtakfaft.-^He' mentions with 
Whit rdttidknce he hfi a OirVeyo^r at Radway, em- 
]J)lby<«'irt' tildng plans of the field of battle rear 
BB^-^nll."* This hepurpofes to enrich with a number 
of aheittkitesy gleaned ^m his neighbourhood ; which 
muft probably render it extremely entertaining.: and 
ftrdyE^lgc^hill fight wa^ never more unfortunate to 
tiWfeWoh; than it was lucky for Mr. li^iUer! He 
pViiitff^*to^cther*y/ith this plan, another fhcet of Rad- 
Wey<J«He. IapprO*fe his defign. He will, by this 
^•Voi. III. R means, 
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.means, Wn every bank and hUlQck of bk^at^llcm, 

V not into f/^W,,at leaft^i^^) i4/?flf» 


« r- 


I HA.VB done mighty lUtl^, aW<K iiix,g^fi>iiifd».flnce 
laft winter, A$ indolence )|as ii|i ma$^ ottafions: amk- 
.trifa«U<4.to.;uvi»#f>.n(y.4BaQQ«fi9it j«ft ihatk 

ih^ujid fcmeuiyes cpntribols.v<P;'^|^4ivlli«nu. Yntl 
am nc^t quiie deflitn^ /of/ifimfiibiiigiNMr ^fito pour 

ainui^aif;x|t«. ..>. ; :. ,• ,» .. -jr i » - • »■ . 

• , • *<• • • 

OF.Jate.l have^ninih^.^iB^ mr^nmimni^ i^UaUt. 
Wh^ pleafed me m vaK ** Hf^gmilW.An9i9^\ 'I 
^jqptttA j)odfl($y :4p«rn fvnry. w^l(r«< ttiid\afr«iict/fvim 
ijpei^d a Jew "daf s . wUh^^i^ I' OHiW wjkAi yon iinMt» 
meet him. His genius is xraly |MeU6aJ» «mL UiuAfr* 
dments altogjcther ^t^eral an^i ingenuous. • : . 

I AM, at pcelent, a f^cveyor of rpads ; eaiplQyad4ll 
repairing my lane to the turnpike* How gladftouM 
i be to meet you, and tofliew you its haktfffi to jth^vK 
you Mr. Hykon's new feries o£eoins v^^i^dgfigi^ a^ 
well as his ferformances at Li^ppa !-^ow glad A^H^d;! 
be to fee you ! yea, I would hardly fail tffieonm.'WuWl 
you to Harbury ; were yon to add this 0]^ex>bli|^0^., 
I left Mr. A^iller in doubjt whether he would nobjtf^ipfi 
at Radvvay fotne time next week. Evil and^ti^pna^ 
ous health (the particulars of wli^ich wott|dma|^^ d|ff^ 
tail of no importance)' deflroy^ aH myj^UA^u4ity» 
ah d bids me promife With/ir^».. Yov> I^tni^ W 

polUx 


f ♦ 
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xnol^y at noVn^ ; and were you to te at SnitteriieH, I 
Would iSllb^;^ ydvL without rel uflance. So, with hope s 
t6 fee you fhortly either iii Warwickfliijce or Shrpp- 
iEire, rVefeniuillh the tufeea. 


if» ...I 


I BAV^ rereiT«d a vmy m^laiichoiy falije^'liir thb 
laft. Ma^ yoii, and Mr*. Graves, and myfelfy ^and 
£fM «drfa^^lt tJte f^rk df M^dfliip, smih h^ Ibft 
z very beautiful tolumn iti poor Mr. WM^erl 'liC 
dilikl 6fk f6re*tl¥rd&\, which in- a few days time turn* 
4d.^ i& itkword 'ti[^tifkiti<^*i^ »friU lay AO iik»re 
dn *tM^oiciGoii>MFay all^akig his it-b^eii t^ hie.«^ 
G»d *p&kHe* y6iir Hlb^ i^^lU: happi^efi, ' ^d'> ytnir 
ilrArtHiM^ i <ilkd te^ y6d «V€^ bi^ 4^a/ ^i^i«l^ tnik 
wMck I am, d«i» Sfr, v ... 

Your mod affe^ionate hiinible fervant. 




, ;^i%f Li^ J 11^ a li9^,figpQ|, K^l^^ fi^^^*^ ^ Pi^^y be? 


/. . 


I \M.,'=£iven to underAand that I inay exned a 
vifit this fummer from the Bifliop. of,.Wprcefter; 
from Lord War J,. Lord Coventry,, and Lord Guern- 
fey. — it may be fo ; but honours, of this forty which 
would formerly have aifedled me, perhaps to9 deeply, 
have now loll much of their wonted poignancy. Can 
Jticb perfons bear to fee the fcenes riani^ and to find 
the 0<iwi^Hgloomy \ Let tUm^ as they are ahk^ make 

R 2^ vay 


I 
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my circumlUnccs more afHaent ; and they fliall 4n<l_ 
the reflexion ia my face and in their reception ; but, 
as this will never be. It is no compliment to declare, 
that an hour or two^s interview with you or^ Mr* 
G;caves. outweighs the arrival of the whole Bri^^r 


SoM^TH iiiG elfe J bATje^to fay^ Y^onj^l^jjcd^ 1^, 
vfin^r told |ne> that the .prgfoift of WoTicell^ hf^4, 
fet your Ode (The Blackbirds), to mui^;.^ .^1^ ^. 
liked the mufick ; and that he wp^ld fing it next 
evenift^ 9X tjb^ Birmiogibam. .^qm^^n.- J lia«B> liot 
hewrd.^iin meotiAii ic >r«r, aii4 l/n^pt^ to* #i|ijp^4'* 
bi^t, if you hajppeQ tOvl^tve ths notes, I Aoold l>e . 
glad if you would inclofe them for me; ^' / .■-■' ^y 

.:! 

I KAVE been of late 'much bent upon the^ncretfe 
of .^toritf ia thi» neighbotirhood**— Do xtot inteipret 
me pirvnfily % I mean Frencfa->boros only;* My Lofd^ 
Dudley has had a peribn to teadi' two of hif ftr*^ 
vants— -nothiAg-— at my Jnftigaltoh { bift yonr^old ac&' 
quaintance Maurice, ivho lives at the comer ofmj ro/- 
fiee, will exceed them in a week by nieans ol a goqd . 
ear; I have borrowed a horn for hioL Adieat 
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,1. '.I ...'.. ,j ' , >■,' • •' ' ■''> '■■' ••' ■'•' - '. 

• • tXXXI. ToC--t7— ,'Efq..' , 

.DeftT. Mr, Wf^, t Jiily 6, 1754. 

"VT O U Aq mt juftice irt believing diat I am truly 
-*• forry you have not been well. A degree or 
two of regularity more than what you have already 
WIH; llatity/rcftore yoiirlicalth, and my fatisfafiion ; 
ahd I beg ytiu will afford me the earlieft account of 
yburw^vfery. ' ' "" - 


u 


:I c0««iil£Rtir'M«ft0r'W-^^9vUita9 an ab^blirte 
c^g^tgi^^ty ^^^ remnned a)c hone in conftan^ ex^' 
p<)6«tiol> of iumfor.a fortnight together.-^] afii» 
however, not forry^forhtsf own* fake» that he is gitnt' 
to Oxford, efpecially as you feem to have an af- 
f^aace* of ita pfovingv advantageous. Fray afltfre 
him of my «arneft wiQies for )il»;happinefs, aad that 
The LeitiOwes will be idwayt:^t hit ferWce, whenw^r, 
thr^gh' the £ckleDc(a of humai^ nature, he thiuka 
proper -to give up a Mafe for a Water-a^ph. 

, I MxwtQT Mr. Hylton da(}y«^-'Me was Isfft week, 
in London^ and ir.now,' I telle ve; at Coven try •'-^He' 
will probably vifit you before he comes into this 
country.-** He talked of it when he lieft me.-^I am 
obliged to be brief. 

• Post- WOMAN waits for me, " multa geroens." 
Oqdfl^y is ,t(^e man for your purpofe*— He has, with 

R J good 


H6 MR. S HE N.S TONER'S 

good genius, a liberal turn bf mind. — ^T exped him 
to fpendafew daxi^J^rej^r^yy wcck*-*^^ will, if he 
returns through W^rwickfliire, occafion him to gall 
Ufbn you; hut you know he is often lame'with the 
gout^and will hardly be able |o make ^y long di« 
greflion« 


Your cafe is exa£lly igipc—You fay, you c^nojt. 
bear wi^n^s with ^ftdence, but you can flcep and 
forget them* — So can I — ^fo do I. — Did \pj^px, t§ll 
you (if not, I do fo ttow) that indolence wSI, in a i^ 
thoufand iaOance^, giverdnc Id! 'the advanuges ^-^ 
philofpphy ? an4 )M»y^ xfyou^ddi me lazy any intire;^^ 
t^«c^xe thatyott do not ttfe soiexprtflkia \Sy ia/if'' 
of difpirag^emem; which I ^onfldey' as *the htgheft'^ 
hdncttf; .1 am a fool^ however, for djjboverifig m^** 
fQcret. What a number of compliments might^}1!>\i' 
have made me iinmttinglf I 

' ** Tacitus pafci fi poflet corvus, habere^ 
** Pliis dapis, & rixas n>in.us invidiaeqiie. * 

Had I time, I could comfort jou under your ill- 
ul^ge, by difcovcring to you the- ftnmitude of my 
own iituation. '' ' '..:;:'». 

»Sxa«ss idlis ibrftwl ; accept my complti^iifts $ €»*•* 
ry them to Mrs* and Mifs W— ^ ini l)<eMev^ m^ 
ever your obliged and moft obedient humble fervant, 

W. Shenstone* 


».'> 
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UXXXUi' To Mr: JXdo, <m^ Ateir ContribtitioA to 


t ' 


The Leafowes, 

. 'Wtai^Mr; Jago,' " * ' /" . Jan. jjz, 1755. 

.1 ' '" .... 

T AM furc you muft. bepuzzled how to account 
•* fpr my .filence,^^fteir.t|if, honour ypu have df^tkt 
me by^vbor v^rfesy, and the. xequeft you ;pade that ; 
l'wQuia^rite,'^l.vn^9lfp'^ mixcik U aJofs hpw to 
give a progcr, weigj^h^tojnijr apology* 7o fay I have, , 
beeiiill^ wpuld perhaps, ifoply too quich^ when; I ^ 
would only, ^liid^^tp tjl^t. ft^ of hea^eis.;^d.4e-: ^ 
je£Ubn which is fo frequently my lot atfhis, tinjieiof ^ 
the year ; and which renders me both ieuirji to wri- 
t^n^j and ut^tei?^ 4j||^^5»5^^ *^itb. every -thifig. that I 
Vyw;-ite,j .... , . . .t 

If at ^y tim^ my^ head, grew a little lefs confuied 
than ordinary, I was, obliged to devote my atten^ioa 

to the affair inr which I had Jo ./^o//^^ involved my* . 
felf with ppdfley.. You are unable to conceive what . 
vexation it haj; giv^n jpe : I cou}d not en^Mrc t<* , 
^jfajfoUi him : of coni^uen^e^ it has be^n x^y lot 
to iludy the delicacies. of /i^^ry when my -brain wat , 
i^ot fqffic.ient,t(^Jn4ftis ^piece.of cQii^mon,^ofe«; :bi|t 
as the m^^/i (by which Inican my «fu;iij>erf9rm4B^s) 
will fo JToon. m^e .i[tS| ridkuloas<appearan^ej i^ were 
totally impolitic in. me to, expatiate 01^ the labours., 
of the mountain. -^Thc firft letter I received from you 

R ^ left 
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y^prp^^^ian^^^w^V^, .agrpe4 tc^ ft4.<U wUk my Qwi 
internaj fcntii]^jci>t«.-rl kucw a,ot b^l.ypu^fy^ce.iifi^QF 
^t tike lihirties I^,I]a4 t^kpnj .tbtougH. I ^c<Hil4rb#yft 
fuppreflSd any iingle pager which I hvl tien convi^y^ 
ed to CondQh;-.-tittle did I/^^xr imagine that it w^f 
lAixiy power to have protrafted tiie affair till no^ 
Had that beeo the cafe, I i(hWttId' have troubled yPS 
with re^peated cmbaMes ; for I abhor ^t tedi(nifne& 
ti the"poft, and my ierrfbts ^o little at t;hi& time 
of the year that is of ^lore iii)portan<;e than their 
mailer's poetry^ 

■ t 
Yo^tt next letter convinced aie. that yon k^4 
taken no.oSeoce ; and f<^ b^l h^ happy : but dieil 
I wanted p^ha,y« yoar QoldfincJhes as corred \as 
your Blackbirds; there werc./9/»^ tilings I,wiihe4. 
you to alter ;^aud others in itgard to j^hich T was 
delirous to fpeak my ftntiments: Add to thfs, rojr 
own. Vf^^U .Y^U)! which I wa^ in^nitely pfop^ difT^tis* ' 
fied, Why th«i did I not wiite ^-t-Thc true reafon, 
waSf that I was preiftd.by 0=— to fefid concIUfi^psU 
every poll ; and though L have had all this leifure 
(as it happetir) fince you' wrottf, 1 never could Jepeiid 
uppn jAore' tha>R. the fpace of a day or. two, • Be- 
fidesj ; CfiticiCiiis (n. the way of letter i^re ex irei^^eJy 
tedioqs.and diiTati^a^ory ; iitfpjnochi that I «^ 

thoroughly 


f«M Qpi yoor tivQ:C0|^;i«iid'iviitt I ^pR^fbd ftf Hitn 

thie^.ineaftire I-kiiew^ not j;riiat 1 iutd 3iiU"t«))l«a4 iki 
ifi|r behftlff * that; '^ D-*f^ v«ir « perfim Idfrita&trii/M^^^; 
t|^' K^ Ked,' as Pifnagiski^^mdny leairiwd (Meti^s t(> 
Igfii^'^ipj (hit'His int^ mtA concernMbiff'the per* 
ff^iop^ of bis I0j|aelii^;raod t&ac I Aifa^isickl t&y? 
oiif A pieces to ^f jCmm JRdg^iftcatJ \t 




After all^ I am (Nit io^itfeAeiitly fttUfiedrtvith the* 
prefent- itate of thefe contributions. D — writes 

j^i ^ ,|au<^ 'Sfi?.)^ ;Mhii» Mri^rX'-* 11^ the 'tiray of 
hdi^fS) and pa(rof,4i»y athoarand pdintr in my letters* 
which 'd^renre.^nf.anfwni!* His }ai( acquaints me, 
that he has fpene a whole day in the arrangement 
<if^wii^ h have iiriia'hiiii i and that he purpdfes/to 
^^ 9Be^ fr^rf^eif^ .hfifc^Hi the cldc of this week/ 
ifbbpio^ f -would fead €h«m back by die rctom of 
the poft. Whether they arrive dn Saturday or on 
Monday, lean keep ^^m till the Thnr&lay fdUow* 




A NO this brings me, in the laft place, to the main 
pur|!Oi(e ^f thi3^\lett|;r>r7{t'is a requeft Oti which I 
ifk-f great ftrefs j and whith you mull!nQ( reiuiis me. 
X . upoo 


^^ MR^ shensto:kb's 

^|I»B dtfioft tny tefifideration.Ui bog; £» fljM>^li«t^ j 

JIM iK^uld prtmift' methr.fitMilir bf ^ottr CMh^aftf ' 
qii Monday (OrtfMiTiiefday) H^tt^'if'poftfales M^ 
J^ U9 joindT ifi5^ tliefvadaigi*^^ jpd»r i^Mes; q^ iil^' 
mm^ fimd. .tbofe tof- our c^niaoii /H(hiJ^.^^<m • will' 
ipMS^ieMffty cotiipf«haid.tiia ^sA^^vi^^ titmi' 

VI; iMkNt^ntei^ that.jour a»M»' ar» to ap^ar« ^mh^^ 
i^ltmitionftil Mnknicefkf^ in your GoldfiftcHt^,^ ' a]i^ 
tibri^'WiettiMiQr tbm ftatan^^^hich lehtnk yei' 
mi^t ii^ffr^Mti^-^iUsmAdtft, ^I will inotr pretesit^ 
t^ Ibisi joiimey^ is A> r^t^f^- upon your oovir "d^*^*' 
count siMmnei and^wil^yqt o iii l i mi d It tipbn nobther* 
footing than the pleafnre you will receive by the 
obligationL whicfa ybo walicoiifertf ^ • ' - 

I TBOQ^HTi:to>k|weACOitt$MedHhi^]^ ;• ISfilifi, jii ^^^ 

envelop^ is. now b^oome^ alto^tber taecefikry, Imve 
^ temptatioii^^ to proceeit^wkich-Iifid' not fee befo^; 


t^'y ft »» ■• " ' ' ,.-.-»• ► 


' It i» noft become Pridi^ the tw^nty-f^unli of 
J^umary. The packeta I fttAi 'and the re^u^ jStiki; 
Ix aaako w^wk,foe1hikf wamsiig, Will, lat fi!^lt/ aScfAHH^ 
)ioii.«<^Unfbre&en interruptions would not fofee me- 
tadi^satchlfliy courier fooner .-^What then- reinain^;^ 
but that I endeavour to adjuft this affair agreeably' 
to Its prefint circumftances ? 

- Vov-«vilireiaday«oneeive7;1i0rt! whkt y6n 6!>K8rvci 
in4«my ^yaciMs* ^bow ^eiireable' your "cdmpany'l* to" 

i.- ^'i ^. Bie 


to come over on Monday, Tucfda]r» or evcj^iWt^ 
nefday, I am incliiied to believe you coiZ/l Sop 

fQf;^ to. f^^ W/^lumM •ilK'>:ti|f:;if8tui;A:.i>f ai«» 

yourfelf diipfitch a purpofe^meifeoger, and aHovirme' 

Cftil?ftf J- «ai<?*i:qi yo* ^' WilU< W>«6th^ :aatQrei0f (ay: 
p^ls^ifrdblv^tffA^^ td aft^r 

Ai;iEJ7 i xny.cifsar friend! ^4 d^pcsid: itpbn 119^ 
bp^ jprKiyc$,0lie|f^.,p?^|C;<|j^ rcu j'?.; 

1 r«i««^r'your morfalft£gbn*ate/ ' '^ "-"^' 

■ ., .?n4wft Pfe^difiitfcrKant, • .-'''-'! it 

vv. Shews TQMjt^ 

C^3 c.^^ A 'id ?lil^ Jt ,L- ' .JJ.1L ,,.Jii li ii i i mrti }f i ;-r i>t 

- ^^' LXXXHE^ W Ae fainV; "on the fame ?tib,>a, '^''^ 

Dear Mr. Ja^q^ . . jj^^^j f *n *.»r.<*!f|li5' 1 

T aECEiVj^JJl A kttec froat Doflftey, dated the' 
•f fi#^enf^.5|f 'Bptrj»ary;,Jiifar»iB^;TO^^ 
were then in town, had been with him, and left y»ui^^ 
A i diredions 
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dtreftionii wUAer hie nitht &ni yoit..a fetefMK^ 

cellMei.' - ?- ' 


x-- 


r» 


•pWltfAkvUi^'tWchticA, nnd Mt Se/bre, arrived^ 
yoimg H ' with your letter ; vety oblignigly in* 
tended to give me previous notice of your journey i 
bit idiicfay by*tlie iniquity of chance, tended only 
t#k'cqualnt mitifltlran bpportnnity which 1 had /^. 

• THEti is nothing* c6uld hdve been Vo fortanate 
af yoor jonrney to London, had Mr. H*^ thoogt^^ 
ptCfpex to bring i^o^lr' letter in due time.*^What esc- 
cuie he made fbr liis'^ negleft, or whether he made 
aiiy, I have redly forgot. This I know, that the 
wWe^haifeif has*' been' unlucky. There has fecen 
abUhdant timefOK'^hruItkrion, and a jp^'rfed feries 
of ^portunitles of which we have not bpei|..fuirer^di< 
toaVaHoia-felves.— It is now three weeks or a PLQn(h| 
fince I cctrreded the prodf-IheetsV was to hurried J^| 
the doing of it that I fcarce knew whftt I wro^;, 
«nd ^, in fpite of bll this hurry, the' book is hitjier-! 
taHiifMi^iflied, Naikv^ indeed, it muft be much too . 
late for altex:ations, as D — ' has given *me fome room, 
to ejc^eft a book "this Very day*— I know but liitk, 
wiipttbe has dbne in confequence of tliat dircreitiona-, ^ 
rypcwrerwidi which I, through haile, was^ ptl jgcd ^ 
td^intraS him i InTt' ia What Tliayc done nrj/yj^ jq\^^ 

.:.'■■ ' It 


^ 
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IT IS now the twenty- third of February, ;a^djL 
have received no freih account of our friend Dod- 
flcy's proceedi|ig»; nor am I abl^. tp tr^cf \i^^tf^^^^^ 
Iexpeaed;Tn tlic ncws.paper3. , ,,^ _. , ^^^, 

• 

'As to your ihare of this MifceUai^y^OU cai^havi^^ 

nd caufe to jse dlfTatisiied.— After- .whajt, n9^I^fer,]^^ 
has thought proper to print Lady L — *s verfes» I am 
a good deal uncertain ; but I apprehend .he.h^s .upt 
followed her own readings very precifely, .and that 
the blanve thereof is to be thrown upon me.-^I.aia, 
eoncertled for the memory of my poor/riend Whi% 
ler, and regret that hh better pieces, tdld noi^ f/|ll:intgi 
ipy hands., I think that Podfley* however^, would ' 
have done him greater julliccj had^^he inierted.hj«> 
tranflation of" Horace and Lydia./* ,It-is p-f^ei^thp 
tranffationsdf that Ode are out ^f number^ l>icti(^t>> 
if 1 nnftakl^ not, had^ many beauties of its ov^n^rr* 
I *db not t:noW whether I ever hinted, to you, that hU 
geiiiiis and £hat o^ Ovid were apparently congejoiaL' . 
•i-^Had he icuhlvated his with equal caret perhaps^:, 
the £militu^e had been as obvious ^, that of yooip 
twin-daughters. — Mr. Graves has one fmall well^ 
polifhed gem in th^s qoUe^ion ; his veries upOQ, Met. 
dals.-r-His little, conjugal (^ov^-fpng is alio ;^iMrt^l 
aiid feafy.— I toU^o\x what I Icijl 4^ke4^pf m ^^^ 
putnlitiesi^lf the printjng^^f ^y JRiyalinfi^pUo^a 
be itt'vidfciu. It was altogetker owitig to the inf^igi^^ 

tion 
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tion of Sir G-r-L— .'i'hcre arc four or £ve little 
ttatters^ >vlnch', 'if fii hny^e printed wiUi' my name* 
il(COVteft as they are, 1 Ifcatl be utterly Aifcohfolatc ; 
ahmi tifr I get* 6^ ofi fiA:ciei&i^ idit^retto^.--., 
For tiioughi am noft AtA folicitoui ^Ut & ^eicil^ 
irepvtatioa (and todeed it is of little importance to h 
timefik ah atun^ as myTelf}, yet \ ccufd ill en'cMre 
lo pafs l<k ah afiaaed, pswerlefs pr^tHifr. 

And tscNi no . mom gpon the Ailij'eA.-^l \iiitt ob^" 
Ihii^g to add th2(t ,cdn the lead aftiiilb you.^-^YoU^- 
«rhD have been eoi^verfant with all the bniy and ^ 
iplendid fcenei o^ lift, can wtint iko maibriils %0 
Atkke a ktier entertainin^-^Indeed you. heiei- ^i, 
^i ihall be g&d; Howfver^ tt) receiv^ a hkg oUt^ 
•poll ^vbacfobjeAs yon pleafe. 

I HAVU paffed. a very dull and unanrufive winter^ 
iny health indeed rather better than I cxperienpo^ 
it iail year ; but my head as confufed, and ^y ipiHtf 
as low. I live in hopes of an^ opportunity of ff cinj 
you at flarbury; but I begin novv to receive viiiti 
as an hbnell beggar does an alm«, with my hum^bleft 
thank^ for the favour^ and with a deipair of maki^ 
a return. 

" PfiltkAPS ihy hdxt IdttcTr triay diftover fomcwhat 
toJfe y^folktfon * itfclinatibii I never want ; being al 
ill (im<?^ Wirt 'fih^ufirafifeaionybui^,'''* ' ''^ 

^ W. Shekstone. 
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LXXXIV, To die iaaw. 

.,. Dew Mr. Jap), . AfvH 3^ 17^5. 

I'HAV« fe te*g' lifted *e fevofir 6f a fc\* 
. "lines from ytfa, that f begiti aft la'it to ^aeltioft 
^Irtotfaer you rteceived rfie fetter I ffetot' you. It was 
ihdofed in- «ne t(y Mn M-^^— ^i whom I requeued <6 
fcrthct it whh all convfcnknt expfeditioli.' I art nei- 
titer kUe-to fccteJle^ thifcr whole contents ot It; nor 
Sttdced, 4f I ^m^ rbxiM I erfdure'the thoughtis of 
trinfeHHing them. The chief inrehtJoh of it, how- 
t?«rer, was to acqtitmt you of Mr. H — 's unhappy 
<el)iy inr %h«s ddS'^ Of lirat letter with #hith yod 
fttfci^fied liie from Rtdwky. 
. ■• 

: What confirffis oie in a fitfpicion that my laft fet- 
ter mifcarried is,* that Mr. Wren Jately atquainted 
ine of your bekig at Wroxall npon bnfinefs, and of 
your making fome flight mention of Mr. Dodfley's 
publication, without intimating that you difcovexed 
any d^gn you btd of writhig to me. This is mere 
pteapnbte. and ftuBT: implying nodii'ng more than' 
fbe defire I hare to ^^ir from you, ^hen it ought 
alio toexpi^s lie^ impatiently I long to ^^ you. 
Woitf^y coftc«ni& and my winterly ftate of he4tlr 
Bave .detained lA^ ai hoini^ fbr th^fe many months 
fj& :, worldly oAata'kuh nhft^ hair^ tonflned you like^ 
wifr'H but sR yo||i UeiitH «<d Milts ait tmiverfaHy 
:...». better 
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better than mine* and as you have much lefs diflilce 
to travelling than- myl^lfy-I wcM hope that my ab- 
fence from Harbury will never caufe you to negU^ 
zny fipp$rtdmitji o£ coming hither. , For my own part, 
I have been medicaitin|; upjCUi^ ^^viAt, to you all this 
winter i §nd do, at this time^ reiblve moft ftrenuoufly 
to perform it before Jitocfc -But iHe mai^y -futqh 
fchemes ofpleafurein whichlj^ave been difappoint- 
ed are a fort of check upon my exprdfion^, and 
make noc pr^mife with /far. As to Dodfley's per- 
forman9e, >vhich you muft* have ro^^ived bcfoo^^ this 
time, I w^U make no oj)f^rvatioo^ fM\ l])i^c-0lp 
pleafure of feeing you: and yet, tl^f re .gre maoy p,oilUf 
I WQuld difcuf^, .jaod manj accoup^ts { wan^,ta,glv9 
you. S(0 many indeed, that.^fX )*^-Ul<i,frTO/k.<Wft 
perhaps a fuperficial drawHng le^er ; but woul4 
fervo infiij^qly-b^r forxonyerfi^icMpu'wii^ |;^e.baok 
before, us,. Thefvpluw I a^irtqWj^i^ >«^U.r^«ivei 
in tqwn ; thoughjf olj^tical in^ellgience miift eogroA 
bujh oi it&jjwffnt fittemipn, ; .!•_.. ./: '•''•: 
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. Ma, HvLTON is in my:i\^iglihpiuhQod,,afidiipoo 
^l^e pgi^.t of fet^iiig .at, his /arm... Could you.pofr 
fibljr fpend^ week, with usy .we lyou ^.. try '(q .make 
it agreeable. At all events. I beg^^r h^ar from you^; 
£nd cl^at» n^t merely as it will^ai^rA :0>e gre^tJ^Jj^lci^^ 
fure, but as, at the fame .fiincg^it.^^U .cafe, jnc of 
' (bme folicitttde. . ^ I will n<^, n)s^^.. this p^ long: Ictt 
ler, thoug]i Ji jkvilL to receive a ]pi^.o^«..io.ie^uhi|r 

having 
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a l^. vjxy lity^ ^¥^Ufic4 to ^i in^y tjiipg 
ibat yisfy.' spiife you/ t)io^gh 9, i^j ypry fiac^cly 
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L^POCV;/ To the fame. 


. - TlTcXcafowei, 
'D<^Mn Jaj^Oj , * ' Dec. i^, 1756^ 

TH QU Qp aw %nf p ^Ji j^t fcas pr^vailc^ for fo 
loQ|^ ^ ^uga^betKviJit tt& )3ie^ I (w, to he placc^ 
19 0F ^ccopAt, yet do I by i^o nije^ns imagine that 
TOv* w^U4(ffjrp ©c to fill hi;jlf this letter \yi^ app-f 
IqpfLf.^' Sdg^f K t^ajJ Q>y.^ the world, at thij 
5Wt ii^%. Ufjf^h vifiU, ^r ,in(;niey ; yet that my 
bearj is a? yjpl^ d^jw>^e^ ^ii| e»f^ of jhcfe Tfi^pcets, a^ 

^jftdcejjl ^t^.^X op?^ » P^^J^'^?>^«*^ * troublefome in- 

flj^d t^ t|ic i^ht.or^he.^ip'urw^t .fhis^ ,jie /hei?ir|pcf 
in'e. Alas i that I canQOt tff^ ;QU>ney to ^^i^n^ ^Q^ 
to iinproye my ]ands> or to put* almott any part of 
liis excellett^jrii^s iu'eimiMiotti! and yet that Mr. 
"^"ll^L. m. $ Child 
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qhri^c'bf fcnlett ^(KeartAj^ ihy'phtc' sliwkys ^ttAti 
nfttffity ihdiAld coxm cxpcAing to fifld all %higs 
managed here according^to the ^etleAionr of^iar/^krA^.^ 
J^9 H«de r«^ I pretend to improve Mr. S •'-—-*< trea« 
tife^ a^ his treatife ov/V/ my farm : no farther at mo^ 
than in what regards ^^.Jilg^ or ^A»f .of.his jpecr 
fbrmance. Yet could I wifh to fee both // and Um 
again before he priii^^ if V >yifl|ing him all the foe* 
cefs which his very endeavour deferves. Afltirtfdly 
theprdettt is liot the time for his publication : more 
iiKikeiidiexkXSii^xz^ than can be derived from agficaU 
turc"a^e"b6iotne abfolutely requifite to reKcvc t|ie 
ttKrrngi of t(Tis''iiitf()A.-*^I^'u1d bcextfiemely wcfl- 
jpleafed ta vlfityon at HaAury^ Ibut cannot eyen^jJw** 
pofe io'X^vkXi that happirtCTs lit "/r^ir/; ahtf^Wfere 
I* even to fromi/ej haVe but' fop liiutli f^atbn to'fehtJv 
tie uncettatnty 'oVttiY ymo^^ffi^nci.^ Yt\' am I lerffible 

prlfti ihould ha^e the ieniiitM of outJfiiSrf^l! ^crftii ... 
cfite^:''^lict''rte'tficft cVt^iJ!jp\b\x%6 ioick^m^^ at 
W 'cotiVexiSnaf, forSM^d^yi; that-We^'A^'a^ 
«T^llupoh fame^^efieriavoimB/md. maiu^^no'V^w 



^fhfiPf «rtl? pr«eflti-titr/ffe<«^^ fii^lk 

: ??h3ure'"to-'fetaft -a' ft^v' JpfrtfeuUrs; wh^l?]?'^'' fiSi 
' Saflerit to commupic'asfe Ine^^wbol^, *- 

.; C:-^:; ^, See the SdiiAorgte Review^ N»(I;I^^x^ 'i 
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• L*T tn*' acquaint you while I remember, thiat there 
is at this time a Mr. Duncombe and his fon, clcrgjr- 
mca, diatJire publilhing a new tranilation of Horace. 
Whitevei^yotf may think oi t\it\t/uccefs, aftel- Francis^ 
Lbdievfe I tiM) pr<inoan€e-them men of real m'erit; 
and in no vMfe deftitate oP learning or genius; They 
have reqaeftad me to con&mdnkate nn'^' *vef/iott - or 
umtaiim thatl can furniih, either of my towh or of 
aay friemjsi; wherrfore^ if -you ba^t any thing .of 
tbisioitt X ihould be gUd if you w^ttld put it "It my 
p^^weti.tpkoUige thamct The*foft hai' tm •**^Od& to 
^^.HpsOib*? lit* •the fooithr rvohitte^ of Do(iiloy*4>'Kfir. 
<;AUttnf*:/. .-. . •'» ' ' - ': t » ^ 

•..,->....*. • .. • *'•! ♦ .* . ► - . 

JtJ^SEftj the lieadi of iutdlig«iice» J hivemfghty 
litt^tto'icoAirey.^^Thehoftt^ «t Ha|ley is in a man« 
fter £0iflii^''A) fti< as dohlern^ ihe fhell ; and wants 
nothing' ilMfides* a portko' to' be as comp!«at as maft 
k Btiglaiidi^Pray rtm^bcr rte to Mr.' Talbbt/ 
Mr^ Miller, . andMr^^Hlitbtt^ch ; '(hould they dall 
«poa lat woxt year, .dieyr^lli £od my place better 

/. JiAil^ .fD^^iytttt beu'Mr^ tiordially'tittd-'moft aP^ 

/ , Your 9U>^ .ob94ient j(ervant« . 

. . . , I •' • j . . - ■ • ■ , 

. , .. ,?■".> -J i. ,: ' V W. SrbMI'Oki; 
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LXXXVL To Mr. GhiAVM» with fiune AccMst of 

Politics and Poetfj. 

Dear Mr. draves, April 4, 1755. 

YO U will be hamiSsd with my letters till yoa ' 
condemn my exceftre leifme la londly as I 
hove lamented thai yen ihoiild everied Hie ^wma ^ 
iu Nor is it a^ttt fi> etfily decided which of ssT 
HMy he- ihe greater /js^&rvr^ you through my vfici^ 
mf9t ^st' I i>y yoor long /imc^. Yet the ^aitikli^ 
wbicli you have orer ftewn me wfl], i think, d]iQM»fe' 
yott to decisive tiiy ktteh .'more pad^ntir ^)>^ ^^ ^ 
itt my power to fyftain the k>fs 6fyemru Aft^ idM 
] ftould not write at prefent, but that the Mlicel* 
lanioff with which PddSey com^tmbnttf > of astiM* 
laft week at The Leaipv^, I defire thenfan fail 
would ac^^iu^t me^whoiher Ae ibtt dM hd aiNna 
fm* yoa (hould remain here ^ jfonr-di^rtvU ; hr ff 
yott chnfe that Tfhonld 4hki it by the BtMii^ito^ 
ftage to Bath. Hafiag^mMe this otiqi«r^» I wite' 
thinking to cottclMd^;'hutcinnot recontilr siffitf 
to the nowby <i( fending j^tf three em^ f>a|[iBk :1SM 
Farlknient will rife too ftoii* for the pixl]ficatiofi 
0fit^,**:Kiml EhgB^erT^Vimd hniiAnlpperAMxfedl 
my promife to Dodflty, I think no mor^ifbiK(irh^ 
iaurels as the public can h^flow upon me, but km 
giving a!f^fty"attcntftfi^td%*ch' is I can purchafe 
pf-my-VMirK^-ftto. I wifli^ however; d^at the to- 


Itae may lecompence Dodfley for his trouble i I may 
^ifoMitftft Us iagenuityi Mid for Jkii poHieaciis' ia 
giiriflg f adi of Hf t coippl<!«c fecti Thty are ckgant** 
ly IVMiidf'fifidaU al'oittch j^ike ittpoffiblc. 


^.*. 


Thk ^tnu aUb of AafeiAiUa doei aik fw9k.t^ 
fyKmr }Aa iHibUcatioDy a« the atteotioDoC the paB^ 
Kc miift lean gunuly to ^«t ^oacten I Awhi. te(t^ 
feua Sir Williaai |fT*«*rt* {arKo Noomne^poiidd/^tll. 
Lady Laxboroiigh}, wiiidi placed tlie #riig|g|lfa4if^ 
saintftry in ^ dcaijer ligKc thaa tliey Jbia^ yet appi^^ 
cd to SDe« . It 'feeim that petfooa of «U dr maglftfto 
t^ODs arf:for€an7iag m ^ .wmr with vigMir^riaiid 
the Xiag'a applkaiioii for a Vdttf'pf Ct94ittm^(t9f 
ofived -vddi general apjprobatkMi.. Tha aeal^jN^^ 
Parliament was indeed fo renfvkadblejpn^bta QCl»l^ 
fion, thaty inftead of the 6oq»opo /. at AtQ. inuwtdeda 
it was thom^t proper to propofe a jpiiUioa. Bufr 
theienrices were afoeitaiaed^ aad..^jC^haOceU«r^ 
the Exchequer made accountable for the- application 
of it. The angmentatipn of the ^^t wi A aoyoo^ 
feamen ; the raifing 5000 marines on a plan of dt^ 
viding them into fmall companiesy which wJH reader 
them more uieful both by fca and land s the toqps*' 
ple^on. and reinforcement c^ the. kiih regimaBts^ 
aire -the ufes to which this • million is to ba appror 
priated. Mr. Fox and his l^nd-war-^party fot mute, 
wlnft Mr. Legge wit^ groat opoonefs and perfpicuit^ 
wplained the , prefent fchemes ; at they ware ^akih- 
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htadt, to^hxertwir wfioteKlreogth at feav«kid, ifpeiS' 
fible,. DO wl^ere elfe, Mc'Dodingtbn, whQ^ ii feemsr 
has :Ji«t ipokeof many years^ 4;harnled' every body; 
His wit did not only- entertain, but animtite'^nd af« 
fc€t his hearers. ** linvere better^ he faid, than lo/e 
t^ tkedemMWH ofth$Oaan^ that tBi Oiantyb^ukL^er^ 
^* nahtibn us ; f9t fwhafSritom could nvt/b tc Uante 'a poj^ 
^* ttritp crawling upon this iflandy onfy to fnl tbt ty^ 
^ ranfy$ ^ndifwdl the v^^rits^ rfFranct F* It feems^ 
£«— 9 in his.oppofition to the Duke of NewcSkHle^ il 
ftpppfted by the Duke of Qumberland^ his army; 
•od^thc Scotch : that thc^miniiliy (or the D. of N*— *• 
jpaity) feem not difplcafed with a profpef^ of uniting 
with thq Tories^ who now hold the balance.; and it 
ftems the. Tories,. iiy Sir WiUiam's letter, are as 
iitde difplealed to uf&ite with thie Miniiby. 

You will gucfs that good part of this political ac- 
icount is i,ranfcril>ed ; and yoi* will guefs aright. 1 
had fome thoughts that it might amufe you^ and had 
jio occafjon to ufe other exprefiions,— •J^et me now, 
t>t^e more, return jto t^e futile objeds of my omnn 
amuftment. The impreifion upon this Letier«will 
be taken from my new feal. The motto that I have 
pitched upon is, svpekest memorial thpiigh I yet 
retain fome hankering after the fing)e word fra£* 
TfiRiTis. Probably this, however, x% inpt the lai^ 
&Al>that/I fliall cauie this man to cut in.tleel; The 
altai is not yet finished: antk om^ja mv^aj \ bm 

■ it 


it docs not quite Tatisfy me. — I will inclofe the two 
kft Utters I received from, Mr." Dodfley ; 'but ycfU' 
mud nocthiDk I boiUl t<>6 (much upon ^xvj ;compH- 
meftt.which he there. makes me. — It is true, I think 
tifli a ve^y fincere man ; but he cannot have been 
cbnverfant fo longz with modprn»\yriter^,* •b\^%l he 
«iuft irqDJedure, ..when,>4theij; piece is'publlfbpd. thj^ 
they a Jittle hunger, fof appiaafc. I ^w^^o^-uaceil. 
tf^^ wtether you..jvili: receive.^ letter ix(}m ^bURj^ajl 
}ie Kasy unaccoun|a|)Iy { ^}^Y^ ^^^^ X^"^ P^I^^iP^^-^^^'h 
^#;.-90>i.^o PS^t^. I^^m^ ^9?'eyer< fully! jpfisfied^ 
jhaf iyp V , ^ijrft ,^nd Uft pje^^es, ijiore t/fepqlly^^d^ 
f:redit.to hi^ coU^dtiojp, .tin4 inull pleafc all p^ien^ 




-J 43 &s IRE my, bell.-jerpyeas -to Mrs. Graven, * who 
^iJl be*, pleafed to. fee the ajFcjfiion that lubfi lis be* 
.jtij^i^jfpil^pe;ipe;tvated. ". ^he will alfo feel fome fati^r 
faiUoAinxhe -profciSon&^pf'friendlhip that are mad^ 
yoa, by your moll .aSedlionaj;e .and^ faithful humble 

, ' ' ' ■ • r • 
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i6f MR'. dHtt^^ to «!&:'$ 

LXXXVIT. To the f«me« witli a Recomoieadg^ of 
Mr. DODStsr to liis Acquaintahte, - 

Dear. Mr. Graves^ 1^56* ... 

IT wei^ needleft for mt ta reoiCm^Qend i£^ yiM • 
perfoi whom joa iCb tiuly <dfcdn a» Mc l>oiile)ri. 
ittd from whom yoQ will j^!ad!y reteiVe a vSfit» hdi 
liiore upon mjt accodnt, than npbii ih and yttnirikdir. 
—All fm^is, tha^/ confiderih^ die 'ffiOrtkeft bf Mft 
time 4t Bath> yon will bt aeqaainted With liim al 
£rll fight ; which, 1 {hinit, ihoMd eVer b^ a maxQil 
with perfons of genius and humanjty.— He has ffiam 
a few days extremely agre^iile tO« me. at Hi^^iau 
fowes; has been firewiag tue his new Tnrjgdiy, 
which I wi&ed you alfo might pfehife. lYl be tto^ 
unaccountably itnpdfed upOn bjr Htf MitiSHl^Vit 
the writer, the extraordinary, merit ^ iW*p<^^\k^ 
anCe is altogether utaqaeHiottabl^^^I wi^ ^'iliAMt 
you through what hand»itJ>ii[9 p»4cdiA JKiWk;^ bSiv 
caufe I would h4ve you communicfle yonK:&9timtntM, 
t^ }]t^qi wuh entire, /irffd(HKi^ bein|r nfiiired tho dfit: 
])|caqy of diem n^y jr^/ .be of iefviee,.a«dtdM tif0l 
openneis with whif h yp^ cpfovuiaicau thirm Witil ^ 
infiaUdy plcafiufttp MiV:iPQ4fle^ i JtJ«: JvMdoWcWH 
tlie ^ booour ^.a& me |c(^r ^ q)»logM« ;-rl ?(#» b|f@ 
*/%»Kll?; JK^fi¥*^ i^-^^ni*. any: tuckjrWtt^ Mm^fL ^ 
to ji^,^ I,ifycU kjooy, b9^ ;i|psh Y^M^ iMliI^^ «»%) 


L « ^ ^ * H & '' Ml 

Wif^ k i» ii^ikxkffi. Im tiikt vkkyl wbtM faegd 

iK^^ if|Mltbi^ Siv: yonr^Mn ! but I caHMC dM mim]^ 
^/tUSitk Vf die^ letter I Atti Wtitbig~I wUl wfiit 
i^iih k a ftw diyij lA^A tilne, lay ccmii^Mnttnb 

» » • / « 

iam ever, dear Mr. Graves. 
4 .Yollffitt)ftiffiRaMBiile,lhi)iiibIeAfirtiirr 




^[MU^^iMpxip ^ eottef|)«Hdcfflc^#Mi oot^ fHehd»i 
4iift>Rfc,«ta^ tM^OiM^ ft Is iifioii yoa 

%/ ■ot? iW tt^F'ilMaifii^ie or Rn wnit^ctf'cotiijk^ ¥effffsi' 

•""'^ he 


Ike kt MOok«0|v, Jthtt. J« ted tn»aiMl«^ ^i|oAeil«)M| 
yo« i>y.)tke iirmc. poft: .1 fljpiili, l^.gW, t^.iiiceijpei 
|fiwis|ein«rki «il>opi^ <« I cQir i|ii Mj a i r j| g /g>y. PW n^. , . I 

$imk or ttfprefi myjUf 09^. ih? mpft fi^>«r^ud |Qf)^ 
I hope« i»\5i ikfic ,<HWI» 10 »H ^If ^ i«J»mi^ ill 

meaa while, muft ackaowl^dge, ^hat. I think his Ail^- 
je6t capable of 'furnifhing extraordinary beiudes for 
an' Ode c and' ^4, I think* he ftotld /^z// it ; drop- 
piiig th^ n^uraajife parts and the connexions as much 
as poi&b]e. I cannot wi(h him to print it withoi^t 
very maurial alterations, and "whal" woulcl occafipn* » 

aimiit die fai»rtj;9iiblc,,a&it^*Y<HlW J^HH^ .'^iBWf 
nuriu it. I do not inea(i..f^ ax a condemnation of 
what he has already done, fo much as a proof of 
my-ppiAiAn how much he will b^.^l^k; xo.i^pijOY^jit. 
jffifT^X vftll;.i;<jarcc.afe^ me liglf fo^.^uj^i.^^ 
4iiiTjr^«dy, .,ljc.,i^ fp iw«^'^jua;i^ ,tbat,thc.5y,o# 
hit h»% to. givci. t}ie w€vrl4.4f.ma<A/beu^.^l^,4^ 
ipocuvufn : >^t^ t^. bprrpw ^an id^/ ^^fW,^ Jif^m 
Ahetgr^H' t^f^tW^9 to 4«Uverny^i^(,|)riMfe inifc^ JjfjSf^ 
iler^imn- i^e f^vfig^ i fek ^|h, %q|e. J ;f«k|i8|^ei^ 
*.lttW not y«^ f^ftl kifih ^,^Rilo»^ii «^n4 4/<^f^ 
IgpneiKer; coinpiiQi@»9o<3of fnif^.figp^,$hi^^s(m^^,if 
j«po$t)l»i»e) m«jr in9p9t«Mfiy,i cf^gtied .^ ^Gf^rjicK^^ 
^fofid.>o£iit». pi^v >'3[^ Wfig^ ftpMMftt 


r h^' T"f TE'ft 4; I %if 

tlid f)A'|b>ni^«is f yet' he mky ^ fertliankbMn Q«fi 
ridk; *^t wllateVsK' hU tefufat Ukeo- A^yfn tlie^f«« 

induftry, -afdcliappiS^titly to itfr'^rakeli*^! ba«^ Mt 
yet been able to fatlsfy myfelf with every puit of ymif 
t^ilogne^; and m\i^' either dHiit^fenldlfigit'St pl«l«at, 
W'mtift fehd Mni *a* iwi^feifaa ^jy/- tf 3to« wrt« 

account you canofmc. ■ ^ '» - ''! '^ -' * "t 

» 

''^9icmfiB60f! natr^^dhted me (il-fh)4l&«k wu Mr. 
TldliolO ^^yout'^ld' 'friend :Mlard1iAd-Beqiitoatk4 
ed yba his coifif ibf^ti legacy: ' I wae uk\f glad ti 
tear U;^bat Jiav^' wondered i»hcev*tka€ ytni nevdt 
on^an^sfx^ed me <^ focotffidenbletift aicqoiiltioBk ^a 


' * 


-•*! KT^Nft^wfeiiiC'rfbcin 8f ^rbuVj/, 'called -i^-^, mixW 
ftf^^jytefent' ttf ilif in gar3^riiri^ • t^hfch yOu HmiH iMM 
Wbn'Oc^^f my l^'empIoyifk^tKi^miifke me <(#i(li<«Beft 
^Ha&rrrtohcr Bie'fo''ki*jd as Wfend^me'ac^^y tif 
tblr^'^'s Vrelt^^s df^^My other Htths' pieces itlMtti.yn* 
}^ye, in your bureau. Some of yours deferrc a bet*- 
ttr place than what is afligneci them in the Maga- 
^ine. In particular, I remember that upon Enigmas* 
and Mopfy. Be ailured, 1 will makr no uft o£mp 
without your previous confeut. You ionowy I ftip^ 
pofe^ that Dodfley's other Mifcellanies do not ap» 
<|)9r;;Mbre pext winter.— I received from him* to* 

gethcr 
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fef th^ wkk hi» ^«» a few JOei^H ip^MMhf Mt* 
WJUt'ektid^ Thejr are^ I tjijlii^.wogrik your {wni&l i 
Md ditftMd hytuy wmhf fiiend to at«ite wif ^it^ 
Mfttu-trr^l^Kdkftt I im fp ill «kte t6 Msmt $h$ 

the P^unbridge. «dmoQ. 
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vf >i> 
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tsi hb. AyMgf .1 canfiot M^ ilttalaiY the Ktoj^ 
flipi^d^/frAp liiou . The Cmtmufijfi^ Aaf ccf «}t* 
ti^g Jxim of <co|iwrAoe or difafttfoiiv 4mv^ left «df- 
«;«^^^fai! Jhtt «^t%«Mr, fcttfidr «A «rrir h/ ite/a^ 
flw»/7 Sot we ^iMof^impotc k t» fitfmmf if kiAffMMi 
m.im$Untinh And then Vk ^e^unoe a mAA fbir 9r*rf 
f«i^ b 40 ^Kpeft • inMlibiliqri That twell^ «itklt 
4if 'Wur it 'ffwft iiHidoo))ttd]y iU*acpro&d«-^«^i«f ^ 
)»t IbigH nr teft nfpe^U to Mt^ Of«*r»9.-^-4ii0i; 
as htir 'fioai yo« iooo^ and Mieve aie civi^yoiwt;,; 

"W^ Bhbnstoni". 
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The Tleafowes, 
DeM Mu Qntf€«^ AptW t, 1757;: 

HAT remaiici I had to make iipon bur friend 
Dodfley'a Ode, I fevt Him tite !aft poft« 
} "tMM gladly hate oecafiohed them to pafs Ibf ^ 
^kverbn $ but, ka^nj; delayed them^ ib long, T wa^ 
ifaipatient to convince him that tliad not twRol^ HC- 
f^arded his tequeft* They are indeed pretty co* 
iliotts: and yet I hu^e referved to inylblf the pri-* 
^iirge of re*oriticiAiig whejii I {be his altered cbpyC 
I rtc o Bwae n ddd to hitti the additioik which you pn>>' 
pfkd, and ftfme otiiert'; and if he will but take Ae 
paijM^ttel i fatYe clicked 0<it fbr him, i dodbt noe* 
thi^t h0 ^1 midet k an ettelleht Ode, thdagh hi» 
ittof Mt Sad it a Very pofuJaroii^i. t havt alio lent 
llM iic^y of etnr ^^logue, vilirmaA diiensAt IrbM 
what y^n &W) to theie I added ny Iktie O*^ oi^ 
liady Lttxboiongh'i jumiiUng her Itfararjr, and Penj*a 
VtMba vpeoi ^ MlhtriHiintcm Jift the '<Mi^ tf 
tlielb laft, liiicire appeitfs (with Perry^upprobation), ft 
ftbkadkliiefs to Dr. WaH of Woit^ft^ ; n tery eminent 
fftiytchii', inil Hie^^reat patron of this minera), wh^ 
hUfMoM^ « Abftiip^ to tiie xotinty toward^ 
IMMftg^ near ttfis iv*iJR^ for ^e accomoiodxtio'n ot 


*...v A' »*•- ' ^ ; ,,^ .... . »*. • . -• * * . . •> 
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I pvRPOSB d£6to give Do(dliey''C^ little Ode t 
indofe ; a^d.^oald beg the favour of you to advife 
jne concerning the additional ^^nus^tq fix ^he .fsad- 
(ngs in the reft, and to return qie.tHc copy;^ 


1 * 

» ' « f 

> 4. 


* I tOMB now to analyze your remark on Rallard'sj^ 
legacy ; which is ipdeed very^-in^nlous,* Jbut wil^ 
fcarce bear cxaiiiTnation : no/.doI|hink that yoif: 
rather wifh tdTxiyefounJ that (et of medals^ than'm 
Bave them p'uefi you by a deceafed friend, . Aflur^d-.. 
ly, if we do not allow pleafure to b^ predominant xx\ 
fhis kind of melancholy, we ,deftroy the fQundaiiqix 
of all tragic or elegiac w.ritin^i.;Mel|ioniene ha^ nft 
place amohgit tlie Mufes ; and the^ains that w» 
lave' taken with oi^r frjend podflej's pe^five O^fs 
iave beei^ employed .to no purpofe*. fiat fyou ^^ 
not thefe pedW»^flf)turiihes, aui^ 2f^yf)iolly p( a»/ 

MARTiiifs ^agai^e i£» I beliere, ^pfdtty obficHrei 
^d I wonder where <yoa\got a^fig^t^iOf fe« Itjlraf;^ 
however, fortunate en<^ugh; Jfof.niif.^tty^ gav© no 
copjr of "James Dawfon." . 1 i^ever -yec jbwy^ 

yerfes in. that,(?n(^tpi px from *J^4|^«d{j«{» «MJ.w«9t Itf 
♦^ec your W— once moreyj^coit^^nii^w^fih^yoii'ajrt 
Jilent. Your " Pepper-box" and " Mopfy'':iii]>g|^ 
I think, appear in Dodiley's Mifcellany, either with 
ckr wtb^uti your name. I alio want a copy of your 

vcrfes 


Vififrfes'tipidii 'Kiddies t and "whenever 5^u have a lei* 
iurt hdurylhoiild hin^^S'ifyoii i^da1dilde>k them out 

tjnd'Tend thcmi"-*'' ^i- - -^ ; t* < .• • 

^' Q69 smd akifti^ )touffir}f«;an*faa^)s i»aai.$ ,ac leafi; 
jf ydtif^'ahil^FCA^^fe^ i«li6vi^i«d, as I >ad) ihcliiied w 
iMak thty'zxtK atfd^ve myfervkett) Mr$. GrjsLver^ 
for the ha|>piiie2s.\tlnit i^e occafions-^^ftoo'^ oftviuch I 
tannotbut pattdkcfi»fi^;-tntixieonftant'aihifiocer# 
^offbdion, y^wp} moft xMi^di haaiUe ftiqant, . . - .. 


* * ^ XC. ^'Dn the fame. ' ' • ' 

r' '» '• '* • - rr ■ • -,,.>.. 

..... ©c^r Mr. Cf^YieSi, ,.. " .. , . / -<^l?out 1757^ 
aPlfcO yoa Jattow>i»3r/hio4-'»?nUPg?TJt.is^ rcallj 
•4:r^'^ .fuch a lengdi of tsmefince y0U;;^4l 4#fP^Q4| 
^3fin..iaeforkttcrA» ibjtJam Jbtar^ly. ^t>le to i^nUf 
merate the feveral caufes of my negleft* SCii/ ,1 
knowy that fcarce a day has pafTed, during this in-^ 
kttM iff Kiltnce; J*%Wdh I haVe nW^^einMbif^ jo\i 
VfllPtRe inoft'^f^^ottfctc efteenl.i-;r^j^ youi:<*» 
rtfj^d with t>u^fde$^Do^n<iy ; 'g6dutliM.i&ls.&a| 
i^l^tlK^i' dif^'e^bW to you, ^tafittd h(i U printing 
i&mc of yoiir ^Mtil '^ Be* has mahy; ifaff! j!<>tf maii>9 
^i^mine'j whichr P^^ulefed him to^take^ aw^ 'lit 
fehirer, and 'Wffidi*¥lte ftate of jcny witter heaUh >a«4 
l^s Tcnden^ iiiie^4>K41]k able to M^Se, • 4 Wicvi« 
''" lam. 


I »!&» evtn aoWf the paincipal pipS^ tVf^ ^ <^ 
volume! fei|iaui yet pi^bUjIbed % opr G9n I c;(£^ 
the pain it ^ve» me, to be thus defiimental to hj^ 
inteteftsy aod to delay the publacaitioii of fo much 
Jbetter piecca tha^ mf oim* I ate aUb dilTiMiied 
•poo mwdftrjmt: I ineaii* that I luura bero wMOiif 
|oiiiyftIf» in notafldog dia beoAit ofjncHMra^fi^^i 
wUdi I h«re heretofore eaperkacod to he i^. Dace 
lb cmf»iMU9.wxAib ttdmaigfiiffuu^ bntalthon^ the 
Ibheme was preceded sn foa^mec^ the bniti^ of cm* 
ze£don was (by ^# at leail) (deferred till winter, and 
^en t had neither fpirits to corr$H or to eomj^ond. 

I AM really as much obliged to you for the pains 
which you took on my behau in London, as though 
lltic/iiBji£i ef your enquiry wejig*tt''^ifi)g ol* InM im* 
iortoHci to me \ Ixit, indeed,' y^ucan kaaSiy jcoi^^id^ 
bow i&£itin>eiit i ^m imw grown, 09^ ohty as lo'^air^ 
tfcles of thc^firt^ but to aoghi U^at ivgards tsfXasw^ 
^lendour. 

« # • 

4f inocialfltkn i Im 9^ 9m ffi^ ^ M^^Qm^ 
danger avi^ lenimgh V> 'f»»ft9^^'ir<r A^$o^vi^s^mf 
I am ^aitil^r j^ltd tp ^hear 9fi^:m9^tmi mA 
pMi but JpQk #i>o^.^ VificJ^ !vhi<4 ^ pu^fe ^o^ 
fcm^ tfme .hwc?i|er Hpt^ }«» »at qijiii^rton, .#u t^^ 
ia«ft !W«»iiW^ i^^iW ^liji**(^g j5P ^ ;e9#Mfr 

IB 
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lit pdKfy» I fheuld lott iK> time in vifiting pabiie 
pkcdd } -Injt my wi(kc»of that fbrt are fttoft extrerttdr 
ly limited, and I fiialt yilk j^m; en the «€€Qunt o( 

frm^fititk^ iV (f*ft. aU doubt) on a much htter 
prittcifU^ 




. I HAVE /mt; jneimt.to writf to'-yo^r. a^ luive ac-^^ 

lai& letter, {^evcrth^lefs^ t^e poea^on of ibis ^^- 
fe9t kttet irquite of soother kSdcU¥<^A yoim|^piiate| 
cf my .acq^aibtme. ifi, a<lf i&d to go ta Batb ; hat ^ 
rccomaiendauoaut^ th^ fiiibop^ of B-*> . who, will ii^ 
traduce him to the Duke of N — , And tfaovghJ^ 
pasDfifX (o cafily luring him^^ppaiated with noWes. 
or pnm^*minjUlerSy I cao give him direfttons to my 
ft:iend* who, ia point of tafte, is ^eir iaperior. The 
perfoo then, who, I firppofe, will be the beasero^ 
this letter^ has, by dint of mere ingeiiuttyt ri^en td^ 
a coniiderab!^ eiliiaeBce in frtdt-piecesy &c* He hafs 
been employed by Lord Lytteiton, and is much ad« 
mired at Oxford:, for my owa part, I believe yo« 
,wiU xhja^ hr. ia^ia^le^r ic%eds^ inferior* (o, and ha« 
«(if I an^ not miftaken) fom? advant^ea of, Stran*' 
ine^i:^ hut you^will fyt hsi^ pieces* All I have to 
£qr frirthor jdm th^ occafion is> that he is a native of 
fittt pfanih,.an4i a, pairticular friend of mi7te% and if 
.it w^ie^ip your power to promote his intcreft at Bath, 
you would Bot only highly gratify ;«r, but at the 
fame time do a fi^rvice to one of the leaft alTuming, 
. Vol. IIL " T ' moH 
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moft Ingenious,, and mod ^miable men I kopwr^cpi-l I 
beg my {xit refpedts to y^ur family, and am, dear . 
Mr, Qr^ves^ moil affeflion^tely yours. 


. XCL On tte fame. .^ ,,. . 

Dear Mr^ Graces, May 30, 17 5^.. 

IT H ^'N K God, i. have recovered a tolerable de« 
gree, of health this ipring; thongb by no means > 
free from fo much heavinefi and* laffitudie, as renders 
me averfe to ail ai^livi^y.both J)f body and mind^ In 
the cQurfe of my diforder,iib long as I could bear to 
think ofoffy fubluaacy enjoyment, I remembered my 
friends,, and of courfe thought muph of j'^ii; but it» 
advances were fo precipitate, when I fent for thet 
phyiiciansy that I foon received a wrench from every 
objedt of this world r and it was by flow degrees^ 
even after my recoveiy, that my mind took {a much 
j^oot again as appears necelTary for its immediate 
fupport. I fuppdfe you have been infonaied that my 
fever was in great meafure hypochondriacal ; and 
left my nerves fo extremely fenfibl^, that^ even, on 
so very intereflihg fubjedl, I could readily think my-* 
felf into a vertigo : I had almoU ,faid an epilepfy ) 
for furely I was oftentimes n^ear it. It became, there- 
fore, expedient for my recovery, to amufe myfelf 
w^ith a fucccfTion of the moft trivial objeds 1 could 
: . •» . . find; 


.fiMl/^o4lhi3 kiwdrio/^^ai-^ieirncfsl have indulged 
rtilL itil.i;«wm.siUo.gitihabit. Even letters .to my 
£rie<ide'ai« hardly coofiftent With my rule of health; 
yei I €OuU be qo logger filent with regard to ypit, 
wUhontJeeliog a reo&t)lpti:.iih^ would hMrt me /n^r^r. 
Thi»;fn«)! '^rly ^^^gh.Jbe^.cenned the &ril J^//i?/- i 
Jbave wrote £iice my. recovery; wherein if I ihould 
tell you one half that I iam inclined to do, relating to 
this 4r^adfal iUmcfs^ what room (hould I then leave 
to fpeakpn any other fubjeftf I mull, therefore, tell 
thcfe things by word of mouth, or write them foji|s 
othec time« Th^ journies which wy friends, and in*. 
d^eed ^phyficians^ propofe for me, are what certainly 
,bid fairejl for the completion of my cure : yet there 
are fl?anyj..many things, which, however unfit for 
the tSL^, I mull ende^yovr^to adjuft before I can leave 
hpme w!itl| any poUitul^ty of enjoyment. Need I 
mtention any other than my cur fed embarraffmenr 
with D—r ; ,who, during -my ^itr^^r, was induced tp 
&Qp proceedings ; but is novy; beginning law afrefh, 
and, by the removal of tenants from &U fhare of the 
HarbofCMigfr eft^te, has now wriggled himfelf into 
^pofle$on' of almoll one half of mine ? However, I 
am not without hopes of feeing all terminated in a 
.little time;, nor entirely without a profpedl of feeing 
yo.u.^t Claverton this fummcr. That you may think 
this the more probable, I am prelTed by two young 
gentlemen, whom 1 very much eftecm, to accompany 

* • • • 

them on a vifit to Mr. Bamfylde in Somerfetfhire. 

T 2 * , Thefc 
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TkeCe two genckmeft tre» Mr. Deta aAd Mr. KiA^. 
Perhapeyoa ait7\bavt heard of Mt. BMd^ldti 11I16 
IS very much at Bath ; is «her9 now wkh hb kdf , m 
hat left the place bat lately; aa4 Hrhofe fenmic, 
prtfon, fig«vc, and aocottpliflMnentSi can haidlf leafe 
him kmg mfioticed in any plaae wh«t he reMes. 
Yet my Tifit tq E&nramh 4iaft be oTiecottdify con* 
fequencc no mt, whilft yon live by the road-ide.' I 
am miicH obliged to yon for yonr oooipliment on my 
Poematia in Dodfley^s Mifcellaniet ; which came very 
leaibnab]y» confidering how I had be^ morti&ed by 
the £rft fight of what.was dene. To i^eak the truth, 
there are many thtngs appear there ^ery contrary 
10 my intentioiis ; but whteh I am moie defirolii 
may be attributed to the iinieafonabknefs of my fe- 
Ter, than to my firiend I>-i^^s prfcci^tation. My par- 
pofe was to acknowledge ^miWf povt of ihe pieeet 
which now follow the longer Ode to loHiy'Lttxho- 
rough. Her name was a^ipally «raM; as alio my 
ov^atthe dofe of your Fable. The verfa ^ Mrs* 
Bennet to Mr. Richardfon were abfolately new to 
me; where my name occurs agdin* AU'this iso- 
gsdnft me ; a^^ a thing in itfelf mridieas to hiipe one!i 
naaote recur fo often » and as my mm imes€m^aii& 
the inerit which my firiends f9 liberally allow me«-^ 
The' verfes of mine in the fixth Volume { whidi was 
printed before the fifth) were printed Vithout my 
knowledge; and when I fent up an improved «opy» 
it arrived a good deal , too late* As things happen, 
a I am 
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I am »adb- to cmtt imml tfaittgs of ipfmat merit 
m thofe wliieh i 4b m» owii««^A11 tkis Is againft 
fiie$ but fl^ dKMigits ait arocated froM Ais editioB, 
aad wholly ilsed iipoa a fttare; wlutpoiii^ I hope^ 
Dodflcy witt ib^f rc«ukd upon to omA (bne diingfi 
idfb 60111 f^ilffr Innds which diferedtt kiscoUedion: 
^ndf^ to haltaaxMoir fty SfcM^u on dlis head, the 
fioriil wall ka6w dnt I am efteesned by a perfbii 
whom i eftaefli fi> aaach at yoiu-*-4; knoMF ioc ho«ir 
it happraa^ but 'the tafte for httnMHroo$ poetry does 
not prevail at thi« tSaoKx yet I csoinoc agree with Vk^m 
J. WartOQ, that it it no poetry m ttU^ any more than 
that a good lepfefentatioo of Dutch boors is sk)t % 
pidure.-— His brother, the Profeflbr, is to be heri 
with bi» pupil Lord Doanqial, &c. this (hmmer.— • 
Mr. Spence and Mr. Dodfley will ftay a day or two 
here this month in their way to Scotland ; and Mr* 
Home> the author of Dottgks, ^c, odled on me, and 
we fpent aa evening together at Admiral Smith's. 
Thus my fermi •rme procures me interviews with pei^ 
ions wh6m. it migh^ otherwife be my *u9ijk rather 
tiianmygood-lbrtiuietote.' WoaldtoQodyicconld 
dtt9a£l ym^ whon I more loftg to fee than wsf mm% 
and kt me teil yoo^ ^eve were ooi^tderable addi- 
tions made to it laH year: PodHey's prefeat of Fau- 
nas ; a new Gothic-building, or rather a ikreen, which 
coft «eA pounds s^a^d Ute ruins of a FrioryY which, 
howi0«erv 9i^€ a teaaat^s houfi^, that pays me tole- 
rable poaadage.<— I am g«)wing a little into y^ur 

I T i tallc : 
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tafte: wby ihoald not you. advance £urtlier hatofmnef 
I mean, I have a love for medals, by jneans of fonio 
^hat have lieea given me : .yet do not thiidc that J 
ibdll evc;r rival jr^tf—rmy objed is only iiatUj^^ and 
1 loves Qftly thofe of exqni&e. worl^aanfliip ; ib (hat 
this.is no more a xivalihap than that of two perfbnt 
.who .admire the iex, but love diHerent individuals $ 
arivalihip, ^hicb, Itrufi, is more likely to cement 
oar friendfliip than di&nite .us 4 which it is my a»h 
nn^ion and my comfort no firt of rivalihip will ever 
,do« I have hardly. room to exprefs my good wiflies 
for Icing, health and happinefi* to Mrs, Graves and 
yQur little family^ and to /ubfcribe myfelf> my dear 
friend» 

Your ever afie^onate. humble fervant» 

W. Shenstone. 

I fM ^ m il I w I ii I ; > ■ II i i| I I I <■■ 111 I I | i n ■ » »■■ ■ <■■■ 

" ' XCir. On the fame. 

Dear Mr. Graves, July a>, 175$, 

IT givp? me great anxiety when I rcfleft bow long 
, I h^ve waited for the fatisfai^Ion of a line from 
you,.. I h^g^ if you are alive ^;id well, you will let 
^2^ know fo by. the next .poft. 

• . - • 

, Mh« Dodflef)' and Mr. Spence have be^ bene and 
flayed a week with me. .The former was 10 certain 
hopes Qf feei^ig you in town; but I dp not find that 

he 


lie either faw or heard from you, which adds to zny 


•f»> 


• I RAVE feen few whom Hiked K^ much, apon'fb 
little acqaaintancct as Mr. Spence ; extremely polite, 
IHendly, chearful, and "mafter of air infinite fund of 
fubjefls for agreeable convei^fatfon. Had my afFaSi^ 
permitted me, they had certainly drawn me with 
them into Scotland ; whithei* they a^e gone^ (it dbont 
a month, apon a Journey of cuiiofity. 


t 


J 8BLIBVB ft will give yott pleafare to hear that 
my law-fuit with D^- is accommodated, by the 
generous interpofition of my Lord Stamford ; ' con-* 
cerni^g whofe benevolence and magnanimity it is 
impoffible for me to /peak in the terms which they 
deferve. It is ended, I hope, not very di/advantage- 
•nfiy for me ; apparently with 'om advantage, of beit^ 
intirely exculpated in the opinibn of all mankind. 
The common method (as M. Bruyere obferves) is to 
condemn hotb on thefe occafions. This fuits peo> 
pie's indolence, and favours their impartiality. Anid 
though the equitableneft of my whole condu^^n thh 
affair was felf-evident to all that were near mie, yet 
I found many that were inclined to blame, usr IfotB^ 
and /onu that I could never convince till nov) that 
0ke fault was not wbolfy mine. 

* 

T 4 YoOR 


99j» MR. SjiIINSTOIf'E!S 

, - • • • 

Your ** Pepper-box and Salt-feller'' are in 9M. 
of the Chronicles««-They pillage Dodfley's two laft 
Xidvuses of all th^ u viprtb p^O^ r-4 lairel|r j^aire 
fomc iriead aiaojDgll t^ writers .^f the.^fe^tUy &ev 
Tkw; for I hdyc not ^ly lelgifed ^ Af^i^g^ ku 
9to JUeatcd grith greatovijity. 

I v£V)Bji know k^W ^ U^^ oS wh«n> ( ivEgia 
writing to you, hml^ ^^^ys A gl)^9t 4l»l tO % : 
I only purpofed you a few lines, to defire you would 
1^^ 4itfi&\y. ff^y vake my hsft cftmfjl i qvrtg to 
Mifs. Oravesj a^d Mkvc a»e pv«r youry. inoft ¥l^ 
VAri^Wy. . , - : 




£xpttr&)^aad ^myf((i»^|i^, 

jyp^T Mr. Graiyf^, . ; lior^ a^. i75<« 

1H A VE had daily jexpafettoaa of a Uae from 
yiO|i.tWe two xnoQtl^ : c o iifci oM » jiBDwtvar^ dut 
i /did not deferve any; and aibrding4i mtntfeft »r 
J[aQce of dbe infatuations of fclf4ovct. .T4ie laftlai^ 
jber that I received, of yours is Mated; ake ^ph^ of • 
July» fince which tinu^ I havf jbim diieAy "Mgagad . 
iii my cuftomary amufements ; embelliihii^ my famif 
iLpd jeceiving; the .coxnpapy |hat caiuf tp^ f?e it, Myr\ 

principal 
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ftindftl iKtwjkm bave beea tip EavSle,. on Lord 
Grey's biith-da^r ; to Lord Ward's, . opoa another 
kviudoa ; and to tlie Worcefter Mufie-mceeing. f 
need not oieBCkm what an appearance there was of 
company at Worcefter; dazzling enoUgh» you ma/ 
fifppofe, to a' peHbn who/ like aie» has not feen a 
paUic place thefe ten years. Yet I made a fliift \o^ 
enjoy the ^endour, as well as the muiic that was 
prepared for us. I prefume» nothing in the way of 
haraoony can poffiUy go furthitr than the Oratorio^, 
of */^ The Mefltah.** It feems the beft compofer's beft 
compofitieA. Yet I fancied I could obrerveyg«if^artr. 
ift it, wherein Handd's judgement failed him; 
where the nwfic lyaa not equal, or was even oppofae^ 
to- what tho words required. Very many of the 
Boblefl^ whoni. I.^idL./£en.at Thr Laafewes^ were as 
complaifant to me as poffible; whereas it was m]g 
Jhrmer fate, in public places, to be as little regarded 
as a journeyman ihoe*maker.— There I lirft fawour 
prefeiit Biihop; aUo oor late Bifllop's monument, 
which is fi«e,f^Ijaftly, there I firft faw my Li^d)c 
Coventry; to wb^m, f believe^ one muft allow alt 
thfMt ^ litf^M Ahum In point of beauty. She ?s. 
certainly the moinnf^cifttegsili figure of a woman, 
I ever faw; and made moft of the ladies there feem 
l)ff'aknoJI anbth^^ Jpechs. Okx ^e wfibk; I was npt 
a little pleafed ^at f had iliadtf this <^xcurfion ; and 
wta)>nbd '11^ double 'reliffi'to' thii '^iy;^?^^/ of my 
/arm. It lis n^ 'h%b time to take (dait notice of 
* your 
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jpur pbUgiag heiten ,1 thinJcfl was not told the 
purport of the jpiimcy you- made t^ Londoa ; fo am 
f oly fay, i. am .very focry for tbe aggravating circuniH / 
l^ance? .of yovr dirappoiiM^n^at* a^d hope, long be* 
fore this time, that Mrs. Graves 19 quite recovered. 
•*^Pid I forget' to viake your excufes to Dodfley or. 
no ?— -hev was here (as I remeniber) ibou after, with 
Mr. Sp<!9qs, ip. their way to Scotland — ^Mr. Spence^ 
&e vq-y mmjou would like, and who would liktyou, 
9f allii^auluiidt He took my Elegit fnto Scotland, 
and fent them back on his return, with a f&cet or 
twp. of criti9irias« and. an handfome letter.— -How 
much am J.interefted in the prefervatioaof his friend- 
|hipl— -^Ad^y^y^ftich is my iiejii/ty (for I can give 
at no ptherminie), I have never wrot0 to himjhtai 
5fhi^ in^^Mky^s^i my negleft, you \am^z(x.%^t yowt^ 
>^^ aff >ffi^ apolqgy ; hut to proceed 1 Mn'Spence 
f hpie liim^lf, aa oak here for a feat, which I hav^ 
iftfcril^d t^ hii9> 

'. (M $p*NCB'^ OAK,) 

. . << fixiMio. nOstro. ciUrOiiii.< *, 

<f cvi* mcARi. •• vfiiL%«;r. ' 

S* MVSARVM«.OMKfV&f.' %Tv GR*ATI'AI^M« CHORVa* 
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I A.^soLVT.^r,ffrgqt to talk tQ» Ppdflcy . fiboul 

|tqvjr — r-» ap4 J wm. vested * becatife J could, with 
a fafc confcience, have rajfed his idea -of your 

V 

'* SubintelDge sedem iSTA^(hauc). 

abilities^ 
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mbilitaes. However^^it is nortoo late» even if you 
care to pubiiih it this winter.— -His play comes cm 
^I fancy this vtry n^btjzt Covent- garden. VfhMx 
he fays in behalf of this' ftep is, that diere was no 
glimpfe of probaUlity, that Garrick Would ever ad- 
mit it at the other hbufe>^'. — Mrs. Bellamy is Ms 
Cleone» and fpeaks the e'pilogue, of which mote anion. 
I fuppofe he adls by Lord Chefterfield^s oprnibn : ibr 
I know, when, he was going to print ' it (fince he 
camejiome) with z proper dedication to Mr. 'Gan*ick» 
my Lord then prevented him, telling him, it <ivouU 
be afked one day or other.— Did I ever fend you a 
copy of the epilogue, with all the additions and d- 
terations ? Dodfley firft Kked, then diiliked it, and 
laiUy liked it again ^ only deiiring me to foflen the 
fatire,' Ihorten the whole (ibr it was npwarch of fiKty 
lines), and add a complimentary clofb to the hxes. — 
All this I have endenvoared, and fent it him la(t Mon- 
day; M»ji would not care to own it: and heWOnld 
ifain have mi } but I think ndther of us ihould run 
* ihe rifque, where fo little honour is to be acquired ; 
yet Mr. Melmoth^s name to the prologue is an in- 
-dttceffient*-^! Wks veiy nfear furprissing you at Cla« 
verton this autumn, with my friedd young Knight, 
in his way to Mr, Bamfylde's ; but he goes again in 
fpring, and I (hall certainly accoinpany him';' I have 
he/pofte^ but not yet/rtfr»fv^any> horfes for my chaife. 

* He fays, the players liked it', and feii^^ed inclined to 
take pains with tt« • •• ..*.•.. 

It 
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It is a «att oaf, yoa wUl find ; aiid I hsvr nMcbi two 
«r thrM ex^urfiosi in it.-*»Iiaw &fa; PiicliMi't <* To^ 
^< pographkal Lcttcn*^ foon aftqr they wtrr.pi|bliA«^ 
<T*-If yoo contiiiiie (• i^ie the honour of a fhif li im 
your Gothic alcov«» the fieI4 IboiiM bt either ^^ Oiy 
^* three king^fiihert pcoper," or, with tke acMitioa 
ol a chief galei, three trefoils ai^gemt-»-<4io bar* che* 
ireron bea4> &c.-nrMore of th» when I Hnita again. 

avail MiHi. 

I c AVKOT recoUefl my company of the fea&n, to 
tell it yoii.-*"Sir Francis Dafliwood, Lord Litchield, 
aad Mr* Shektoa, were here together ia the fa^;io^ 
ning of the aatiuaii ; and I have flioag iaidtatioiB 
to vifit them.«<-I have a v^ry geateel Inter froai Sir 
Francis, offering xnc gold-fiihes ; and I. have a douUe 
inducement tQ vi&t Mr. Sheldpn, at he lives near 
Micklf ton^ and is the nood agreeable mait dlivw|ir-T 
Your acquaintaoce Lord W-«r dined aod fpentgood 
part of a day with me. Under a (cut of gloomy apt* 
pearance, a man of admirable fenfe aod/Qai^ hv^, 
mow. I put him ia sniad of you, and; the ae«aarfc^ 
hlemonumeat at Cambden. — Mr* Thomas Wartpa 
Was alfo here with I^ord Donni^al, and has fiace feot 
mp his '^ Infeript^s,*' which are. rather too iimple« 
even for my taile.— ^ifl^ of Worceftev vrith his 
family and comp3ny-^Lord WillQugjbiby*«<:Lord Fo* 
ley<^I mention Lord Foley the rather* becaufe I 

(hall 


Aall call on your friend Dr. Charleton (who was 
alfb here) to pafs a day or two with me at Whitley. v 
-r-I ihall pafs alfo a day or two at our Bifhop's, 
whom I met fince at Enville. Thefe two (pfif^fi^ 
what I will betides) will probably be the principbl, 
or only excurfions that I fhall make this winter.-— 
God fend it may no more aiFe£l my health than it 
hai hitherto done*— I am at prefent tolerably well, 
and live more temperattly than beforel — ^Would'^ to 
God yon could come over; go with me to Dr. 
Charleton's, and Lord Foley's, and Lord Stamford's, 
and pafs a week here 1 I would meet you with my 
chaiie at Worcefter, or even farther. I have finiihed 
a bnildiag oppofite to the new liable/ which t think 
you faw.-7-They together give my houfe a degree of 
fplendour. Did you iee my Priory ?•— a tenant^s 
hoofei one room whereof is to have Gotfiic ihields 
round the cornice.— -I am in Tome doubt whether to 


make it aA Moufe of Lords or Hoajfe of Commons,;. 
jf the formel', my private friends will hate (hields 
round my Gothic bed-chamber. — ^The wretch is 
curfed that hgtm a letter with no better a pen ' than 
\faiifi» one with. My dear friend, write diredily a 
long letter.— Keep me alive in the memory of Mrs* 
Graves, and believe me ever yours moft affe£Uonately| 

W. Shenstons* 
. I H ATB received a prefent pf the Edinburgh Homer 
{i voh. folio) from the Solicitor General, Mr. Pringle ; 
and many othdf books from other gentlemen of Scot- 
l^d. 
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XCIV.. To the fame, in Ejcpc^auop jof ii^Vifit* 

Dear Rfr. Graves, ^ - " Cliriftnias/if/lf, 

^TPHERE can he notning more iVelcomfe to mfc 
' **• than the intelligence which yoii give of yodr 
intended vTilt at The Leafbwe's — God knows \i6^ 
tew of thefe interviews may for* the future be allot- 
ted "to us ;' and I fliould Ibe'glad at leafl: to tertiiy the 
joy which they afford "me/ "By meeung you at Bif- 
mihgham, or elfewher^ within one day's journey for 
my chalfe.-^f'ray'bc'fo good' 25 to give me one 
inore letter before yoii Tet out. — ^Very glad nioufdl 
be to pay my'refpeds to your brother at MickTctoni 
for whom I have the trueft re/peA ; but dare not 
give jCDCouragenient, for fear that aught Ihould inter*- 
fere.— I have ten thoufand things to fay' to* you'; biit 
will defer them,' I think, all. t aii pofitive yoirt 

may be made advantageous to you by means of 

Dodfley ; and even refutable^ if you fo pleafe.— ^Will 
hot Mrs. G— accompany you T pray <56iiVince tier of 
my finccre regard. " * 


X » V» 


I WANT to congratulate you on your ^Jfcapefrfeii 
the fmall«pex, in a manner Xjfferatt from your €^r* 
dinary acquaintance ; yet am not slble to cxprcfs my 
ferrtiments — guefs the reH ; knowing, and fafficient- 
13^ knowing; that I am, with comftancy «i»d arddar, 
yoio" mofi atfeflionate ^end, 

W. 8HBlfST04fB» 

XCV, To 


ti .Ec.T t:3E'IR St:: ^: 




If • 


XCfV/'To Mr. Jago. - • •-* 

Dcai Mr. JajQ, , . .. Jaa. 6, 17^. 

Ii? yea knctv. the nrn^dmi t>n v^Jiioh i*<iondu£l iny<ii< 
felf, you migbt.aill j»e petlu^'^ijgj^i^ji/rvbttt^X' 
think, by no means unfrienMy ; I mean with refpeft 
t^ the erdifiai^ co^gmtulationr on'- yonr"^' marriage, 
Wete you and I Ms intimate*,' lefs ixptribnc^^' 
artd tefs aiTured friendt^ it had be^n tio reifial omilHoR' 
tO'havencglefted fuch a certtn6iiy. Perhaps I fhould 
not have ueglefted ic ; but as I have the fatisfaftion' 
of believing that y^u would rejoice ^16 any iucceft* 
of 'mine, (o I hipe you woifld ndt ^tftruft my fenti-' 
meats upon any: change of yeof condition which you- 
youirfelf 1 efteemcd ^for 'the ^etteh. "I <do indeed^ my 
worthy friend,, wtih/you much j:oy, biAh-iiow and at 
4nE^' timet; and •you will ever difcern it in my lace^ 
as ^tea as fofttme grants us an interview. Mr. S-^ 
h a benev<^ent 'man, and I am furt wo^ild. withheld 
ji6 information that tended to iilufirate oar friendfiiip 
on either fide. 


t -' 


Ida^b ikonghtd.of proceeding on to Harbury» 
Wiienev^r J-co^jiei'tO' Mr. Wren's ; as I have k>»^ 
etityftgh nttde^my £eiend'« promi(^, aiid^ intend em 
long to do. Mfi*y xeafims ©ccdift why3 eamtotf^t 
forward to-morrow ::iiiprnuig : ye thefe reafons fub- 
''^\ " ; " ftantial. 
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ftantial> or no other than the fly and fophiftical in- 
finilations of indolenoe ff^vatiy the fermer* 

Doosier, and indeed Mr. Spence, both expeft 
ilie in town this February.-*-! fear it will not ii; but 
Hit JlinMf haw readily wonid' I girt notke^ and fcf 

coxat obliged to you for yov oompany.. ^ 

t 

THOUGRlflibuld ha^e ixp$QtiyK»x would ieied; 
a partner whoft £>cicty you could enjoy, yet I was 
not a Uctle fiu^fied with the hint giv«n me in your 
letter, as well as in one I had before received from 
Mr. %*^* It is not for fuch ladies z% you and I 
cfteenit that Mrs. * Bellamy^s extraordinary ledkom. 
was intended \ and a USwr$ it would have been with, 
a vengeance, had not D-— omitted fome thirty .Itnee,. 
and fobilitttted about twelre or fbutteen of his own. 
However, he is now going to piint M* fourth editioar 
9f it; in v|rhkh the Original epilogue wiU be rsftdr«. 
cd, as well as confiderable improvements introdiKed 
into his plqp* He foM two thoafand of has ML 
edition the very filftday he paUifliddit* 

I HAVE fo much to tell you, and of fo 'various kinds, 
that 1 am afraid to expat^te upoa at^ ono attiele. 
Cannot you make a ihift to call upon me, befoce n^ 
fuhlU lift arrives ?-^I would ifend w^ chaift to fleet 
you at any place you fliould appoint* 

* Sfci Epilogue to Cleone. 

I HAVI 
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I.-^iAVE pafled my winter hitherto pretty chearliil- 
ly amongft my books, in what I call my library. It 
npw^b^ttet. defervcs that. name, by the fprm I have 
given ^it, and the vdumes. I have added. .Mr. S-^ 
would tell you fomething of my other occapatioofi. 

I COULD- wi(h that yod would favour me vi^ith a 
capy of your ",Eflay on Eleftricity," and with any 
new copy of verfes of jour own^ orof y,ouf.frjen44.T-i 
Be not apprehenfive : there (hall nothing appear in 
jJrint of your compofition any more, without your 
explicit confent.— ^And yet I have.thoughts of ami^.- 
fing myfelf ^yith the publication of a fmall Mifcellany 
from neighbour Balkerville's prefe if I can fave my-. 
felf harmlefs as to expcnce— <-i pnrpofc it noJarg^r 
than a " Lanfdown's," a " Philips's/' or a "'Portb* 
** fret's Poems." .. -M 

• v' ' ' 

Have you read my friend Dr. Grainger's Tibiil- 
lus ? It affords you an elegant edition of a good 
tranilation and of the text. He is engaged in a war 
with S — , and has juft fent me his pamphlet; which 
I could wifh you to read, in order to formi a judge- 
ment of S—^'i charafieh— Spehc'c, I ifeel has adver- 
tifed his ♦* Parallel betwixt M^lliabecqui and ' his. 
•* Taylor." It is merely a charitable deiigu ; and 
(iicharenow M. Spence's views. 

** WtiAT remains of my paper muft be employed not 

in mere ceremonyi although in fomething that bedrs 

"Vol. III. U the 


the form of it : in my bed compliments to Mrs. Jftgo, 
^nd my offer, not indeed bf a part of the friendfliip, 
which I ow<5 you, but rather of an equal quantity ; 
in an iffurance bf the cordiality with which I ihalL 
rejoice to fee both her iind ybii ; and in confirmatioa- 
of that affeftibn with -which I have ever been, and- 
am« my good friend^ your moil obodient fervaat, 

W* SUMfSTOIIX^ 


i^Mfca 


XCVL To Mr« Graves, on their faveral Situations 

and Gompoikions. 

The L^albWIA^ 
Dear/ Mr. Graves^ JrpHt i^^ i75)<^ 

YOU will think my iUence Ibng^ and I fltould 
be forry to ba*ve you quite regardidfs of it;- 
although, I fear^.it mud be my fate to treipaft frc* 
quently upon your kind folicitude. — I have no ex* 
cufe id make, beiide fbitie frivolous avbdations, ftnd. 
lituch bf that heavineis and lafiltude whic)i diii'iiclihes 
ohe to 'write letters.-^I paffed the formei*"pan bf niy 
winter with more vivacity than X. did t^6 latt'fer, br 
even the incipient fpritigj tJwiilg^ poilibly, tp thefe: 
cb!d winds, which will not permit in6 to i'fe iny 
^oAted texercife. You will laugh at the word vi'vaci- 
ty\ Wheh applied to fo, dull an animal ; but t Jfpeak 
comparatively of that' unmeaning drowfinels whicli is 
my lot at other times, and w^, in foi^ibft^ while. 
yoawer£hei£« 


-LETTERS, 291 

I 

Mr. Dodfley tells me, lie deceived a letter fronj 
you, acquainting him that Cleone would be played 
at Bath : I Ihould be glad to receive from you any 
particulars of its fuccefs. He is publilhing an elegant 
edition of it, which I expeft by this very poft. The 
new plate of my grove, which will appear at the end 
rf his Melpomene, is perhaps liable to fome excep- 
tions, but by much the bed that has yet appeared : 
do not forget to fend me your objections to it. As 
to the epilogue, I have totally banifhed, I think, 
every one of the lines which ht fubftituted i have left 
to him the choice of two or three readings for the 
four laft lines ; and though none of them quite pleafe 
me, yet the epilogue, on the whole, difcovers mote 
oF genius, is more fpirited, and left inaccurate. 1 
fcall be glad to find that you think the fame with 
iiie* 

In regard to your place, fo far as I can form an 
idea of k, I would have you confulty^^amufement; 
J mean, without too much regard to what otbtrs fay 
or think. As to diftinguilhing your ingenuity (which 
1 unfcignedly defire you may), the prefs affords yoa 
more (Biie^uate materials than either your fortune or. 
perhaps your place. Do not imagine, however, that 
I ihall not be much delighted with every llroke I 
trace of yours at Claverton. My faculties are very 
ftongly intuitive in refpedl of every thing belong- 

U t in^ 
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ing to you ; and I (hould be afhamed if any noot 
or angel that you had rounded, any wall that yoii 
had ruinated, any dream that you had diverted, or 
any fingle fhrub that you had planted, ihould elude 
my difcovery J yet you will Ihine more by means of 
the prefs ; and if I faid any thing concerning your— 
that did not encourage you to perfe£l it, I am fure 
J mud ufe terms very incxpreffive of my meaning. 
Without any more words, let me intreat you to pro- 
ceed with it : give ^ full /cope to your imagination $ 
and if there fhould be aught one would wifli retrenched^ 
it is mighty eajily done, 

I HAVE indeeed thoughts (for I ne<ver ufe the word 
rejolutions) of publifliing my Elegies next winter — 
you will gainfay, when I tell you my intention of 
publifhing alfo my very Farm ; at leall, about eight 
or ten fcenes taken from it, by way jof top and tail- 
pieces for thofe Elegies. — ^The world will perhaps 
tax my vanity ; but I do not in the leail care. — The 
pleafure which that world gives me, I am very con- 
icious, will not be too high i and I am deterinined 
that the pain it may feek to give ihall bear pro- 
portion : yet fhould I be forry to obtrude HnfF upoa 
it, either from the pencil or the pen ; and my good 
friend Mr. Dodfley has fometimes pained me not 
a little. 

» 
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I TILL you^ you ^anneii allow for winter. That 
very £ctue near. Priory-gate ihews not a bit of road 
in /uTKtner \ though the confcioufnefs of a firm rail 
there woijld add to my own tranquillity.— Mr. 
Knight has given me Strangers prints, which 1 hear 
are fine. Dodflcy gives me fwans : but for thefe 
two months paft I have been a librarian, or rather 
a bookbinder; yet nothing more unfeignedly^ than 
your, and Nfrs. Gravel's, moft ajffedlionate bumble 
fervant, 

W. Shenstojtz, 


XCVII. To the fame, on Fables, Mottoes, Urns, 

Infcriptions, &c. 

The Leafowes, 
Dear Mr. Graves, oa. 3, »7594 

T^ £ P £ N D upon it, I ihall fee Claverton before 
^^ wiatei^«— -The miichief is, that, with as violent 
a propenfity as ever perfon fidt, I (hall not be able 
to rej^ch your . hemifphere while Mr. Spence, Mr. 
Dodlley, and Mr. Whitehead, give it fuch peculiar 
luftre in my. e3ae8. : This. I did net defpair of doing 
at the time Mr.JDodfiey left, me at Birmingham. \\ 
turned upon an event which L did not indeed- ex* 
plain to him, the accommodation of the affair with 
D-* ; which concerns near one half of my little 
fortune, and which, if I have .^ny luck on my fide, 

U 3 muft 
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muft now be perfefted within a foitpight. I was 
ihewn the rough Iketch of oar eoitveyanees laft Satur- 
day. — Once for alt, my rndkltnceh not in feuh; my 
health and my worldly embarralTments bavi often 
been fo, and at prefent are. ** Pol me miferum, 
" patrone, vocarcs, fi verum, &c." 

DoDSLET, to give his book eclat, fhould allow 
himfelf time tq abridge and polifi. It is not enough, 
in my opinion, merely to furpafs L'Eftrange and 
CroxalL The grand exception to Fables confifts in 
girhig fpeecb to animals, 8cc. a greater ^violation of 
truth than appears in any other kind of writing! 
This objeflion is infurmoantable. Their peculiar 
advantage is to remotre the ofFenfivenefs Of advice ; 
in order to which, one fhould perhaps piirfue a me- 
dium betwixt the fuperfluous garniture of La Fon- 
taine, iic. and the naked fimplichy and laconicifm of 
]?i«dnit* in vtfyt&, at his own ■ew'inymtcd Fables, 
I wl6i him tadevife uocommon fiibje^^ and to in« 
etdcate refined mor^Is^ But piay fend me jmtr two 
' iiTt&ly, which will an^soer ail that I exped in Fables. 

Did Mr. Dodfley tdl yoa of the £ul in my flumbM 
b^ry which I had .taken the freedom to infbibe M 
y^cigkl I could n^t. fatiijy nyfelf in an infcriptioB^ 
and, from a kind of .fpleen and averfion to delays 
mad/^ vfe of the fhorte^ that I could deviie. . The 
i^at and fcroU aie ekgast* The. mfcriptioi^ pi^lj, 

** AA^CITIAB 
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J* AMlClTtA£ ET MERITIS 
^* RTCHARD7 GltAVCS. 
^*— 'IP8AB TE; TlTrRB, PlNV«, IPSI TE PONTES, &C. 
*• VOCABVNT.** 

I WILL not be fo affe^b^ as to pretend that the 
much greater cqinplimQnL y^ou defign me is more of* 
fenfive to my modefty than it is pleaflng to my 
friendihip. I wift Jiowev^r it-i^ould be a little (horten- 
ed. The^' inter hor^n^s elfgantjae iiudiofos" feen» 
a little too verbofe for infcription. Befide* I had 
raiier the compliment were not tl^rown with fo much 
smfJ^^s uj>on any ikill I have in gardening ^ but in 
Tome fort i//a;/^// betwixt tl^at and poetry if you per* 
ceive no great ebjediqai /<y>ppfe, 

*^ AMICITIAE G. S. 

^* HAIAOAS PARITSa AC M VSA^ 
** BXCOLBNDOf 
' ^fmffiYi. ET V^J,LAM SIV$ ELECAKTUAIJiAW 

** NOM^NQVE 8VVM 
** Jf^LVSTRAVlT.'* 

or, 

*« ET NOMINi SVO 

*^ KON EXIGVVM DECV« 

" ADDIDXT.'* 

or, 

*• AMICITIAE 0, 8m , 

-** qyi, 

• - U 4 ^ NAIDAS 


%^h MR. S HERS TONE'S 

" NAIPAS PARIX&IUXC.MVSAS 
" VhhlQlTtM. BXCOLBNDOy 

^ . ., _ . .** «IMVI, ET PATEHNA ILVRA- « ^ 

" NOMENC^VE «iy5 , , » 

•* ILLVSTRAVXT." 

or, - - ' ^ 

** BENtGNAB PARITBR' EXPBRTVS EST 
** NAIADA»^* ET-MYSA3." - * - - 

or, 

•* CVIVS YOTJS 
^* FAVERVNT PARITER KAIADESQYEs &C:*^ * 

A jnoUto,' . ' .- .5 
** (fortvnains et ill?,. . D^os qyi novit 

" AGRESTES) 
** PANAQVE, SILVANVMqVE, SENEM^ NY^PHASqyj? 
" SORORES/* ViRG. 

" HluftraviO* fecms an happy word here, if it do' not 
favour too much of »«?^///()f; vUU, Iprefume, implies 
no more than a country manlion-houfe. — But I leave 
the whole to your difcrejion. 

Now you fpeak of our Arcacliajj, .pray, did you 
ever fee a print or drawing^of Pouffiu's Arcadia i The 
idea of it is fo very pleafing to jiie, that I had no 
peace till I had ufed the infipription on one iide of 
}Ai{s Dolman's urn^ '< Ex in Arcadia £go<" Mr. 
> . , Aiifoi^ 


Anfon has the two fiiepherds with the mottument 
and iATcription - -invito ti^lieTo at Shugliordughi. Mr* 
Dodflfcy .wiU.bQcrQw^ me ti drawing 'of it'from Mr. 
Spence* See it kiefaribed, vol. L pigt ^^. of the. 
Abbe.-^a fim, '* Air la podfie et la- peintareJ* > 

. TiLL Mr. Dodilejr, if -be be yet at Bath,: that Mr.' 
pambridge called and dined with me ; aflfwering* 
pre^ifeiy ta the idea ivhich I had oofticeived' of hinv 
fjiom Mjr. D— 's, account. I wifh to God he may have 
brought you acquainted with Mr. Spence ; to whom 
yda are» in my eftimanDn, the moft liJb of any otie 
I know. Is Mr. S^encoyetat Bath ? Mr* D-^4s gone^ 
or going. Either he or the former told me that 
• anecdote of Pope and *the Prince of Wales lone; 
ago;" Pray reid Madame De • Sevigne*s* Letters — ' 
they have anHi!ed me much of late. I hope, within 
a poft, to fend you a neat plan of my farm, &c: 
the fame to Mr. Spence by your means, if he be at 
Bath. Do yon kur who' is to be Bifiiop of Wor- 
^jjcr.i Give, me the earlieft intelligence you can ga- 
'tjiet. The late Biihop vifited me iaft year; and 
intended, £ hear, to have done fo this. I wiih we 
may have another as obliging and polite as I alw^s 
^ound his late Lordihip* 

- * On the Princ€> zfkr^g Pope, how he could be glad to 
ht 'him» when he etprefTed fo much contempt of Kings $ 
JPope Jinfwered, " Th(>ugk he did not like old Lyons, he 
^,'vloved the youn^ ones before their cUws giew/* . 

I WANT 
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I wAjir to indok fime IMe cagnuriagB^ Ac. tm 
yoii, hut. miift* wait till I caa gn at imk. Wmis 
JinS^ Ar iU* once* I b^ ^u^ thao^ yoa prevo 
dilatory aaathcr time. Of a^ books whateatr» catd 
Burke (fecond edit.) << Of tke Sublime and Beaati- 
f * ful $'' aad of Jdl poiats wbateFer^ believe that i am, 
with mj. beft good wiikes to lin. Gnvea, dear ^^ 
arer your mok atfe&tonate and iairariable friead, 

W. SHENSTONa, 

^ PI u%uf>%iA irvaRis^x riT qtb oi sraMa*^ 
How do yott iike this ouittxi for aa jira t 

My beft compliments to Mr* Sppocc and Aifr* 2)9d» 
fl^Xf if at Bath* I will wi;ite fooa to each of tljam* 
w^Vour^ardcii is aa petty ^ yp» w^ jk^^« jljtt 




XCYUI. To the Ama. 

The j;^«i(bweiy 
Dear Mr. Graves, oa. %^f ^7$$* 

I WANT noconviAioQ of the pleafuref which yoa 
^itl receive 'from the termiaation of my l^ferna} 
lawfuit. It mafty if I have any luck, be finally ad* 
jufted in abo^it nine days pm» s aftisr hcnrlng sobbed 
me of sny peace fcr iix of the htjk years of my lift. 
During thAformtr part of life, I langaiflied ibr an 
aacquaintance fomewhat more extenfite : and when 

the 
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the eomfmny that ftocked to fee my plaCe remored 
l»n groundo of tbdt complaint, this aceul^fed difpute 
Bro^, and tedxed with every enjoyment that was of- 
ftred me.— «I hwe fometimes found enterlaianient in 
baiaacing the good and evil that has been allotted me 
in general ; and Innre in the end imagined the good 
-prevalent, and that I have great reafon to be thank* 
fnl for morehappinef^ than 1 deftfve. Yet are thert 
many awkward circumftances that forbid thc/cale to 
fsAl precifitafely ; among the chief, Ipla<^ the diflance 
to which I fee you and one or two others removed. 
*nils i^ indeed an^heivy article, and, were it not for 
letters, wonld be infbpportable. 

As to Mr. Dodfley*s colledion of Fables, you M 
miftaken if you think that I perufcd the quarto book. 
I dipped into it here and there, and thought there 
wanted mueB alteration. There was S little book 
^th a paper-cover, on which I bellowed no fmall 
pains I and whtil I had fo done,' croilbd the Fables 
whith I thought might well enough pafs mufter; 
Addifoa would have been the bed writer of FaUes 
of any author I know — the purity of ftyle — the con- 
cifenefs^-the dry humour — and the familiar manne^i 
As to Dodiley's publiihing this winter, he may po£- 
fibly do fb without lofs of credit ; but when ofie 
confidtrs that they are, or ought to be, the ilandArd. 
for years to oome, one can hardly avoid wifliing hint 
to- give them the polilh of another fuoimer. 'Twas 
€ fortunate 
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ibrtaoate ihzi yoa pitched upo^ <' T^e R«¥ea and 
'f Magpie" to trai^fcribe for laej xfis. Mr. DodOsy 
]ud ficDt me <' The Suo-flower and tkc Tubemfe" 
hfitrt* I think the laH fonewhat- tnibf ion^ but will it^- 
coniid^r it before J write again. The f^a,ble which I 
literally tranflated from Fh^drus, was ** The Wolf 
,** and the Crane»'* in order to give.Dodfley an idea 
on viibfU Rollin iaid. the Arefs iA fables.. 

As to tl\e , iiWcrip^on, X will endeavour to adju£ 
k. to yotf;:.|liind-r".Meritifque recondition bus" jna/ 
do, but is not explicit enough. .1 want fully to ex- 
preis a character that (hines remarkably^ among fele& 
acquaintance^ and yet (through extreme refinement) 
nakeslefs. 6gwe jn^the public eye.. . . 

• 

, I HAD made the fame objedion to fiurke's chapter 
upon ovWj-r-and yet there feems to (}e fomethijig 
right in it. , Du Bos (which I havf ojaly feen ia 
frmcb* but vtkis^\ I believe is alfo lY^Qated) con« 
fifis of three vt^I^mesiy lamo. liis iui^i^i^ aie pleaf- 
^ngi and his knowledge may be entertaining; buc 
his genius feems not- very profound, fram the little 
that I have confuUed in him. 

' « • r * <• * • ' • 

^DoDSLBV hprfci/eiyi what you fay of him ; an ob*' 
je& pf efteem and love» and in fome d^grse of adn 
mii^ation. His ear does not wholly p^leafe m^e in 
writing, and yet he is intimately afie^ed. with nlufick 
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— Lord L— 's ear is perhaps the reverie. I mean, he 
does not much regard mafiC) yet Writes harmonioafly 
in verfe and profe. 

Robertson I think to buy—- Butler alfo, though 
I ihali not admire him-^Lord Clarendon, when I am 
r/Vi&-— RalTelas has a few refined fentiments thinly 
fcattered, but is upon the whole below Mr. J— • 
Did I tell yott I bad a letter from Johnfon, inclofing 
VcrnoA's Farifh-elttk ? Pray take Dodfley's advice 

sa regard to your ; and heighten the ridiculouA 

nefs of your iTiroei which his kind of iiina^ will 
countenance^ yet admit him to fay good things : 
but do not make aisry alteration in the i^arrative of 
your own ftory^— at leaft, till I Have again perufed it. 
-^Do not fpurn this fifty pounds. It will procure 
yo« numerous conveniences, which you would per** 
haps otherwife deny yourfdf. 

I HAVE pafftd four or £ve days, .betwixt this week 
afkd la&, at my Lord Ward's at Hinley. This has 
furniflied me with franks, befide the confolation I 
derive Aom having paid 2l vifit- of this kind. It is 
** fpinis e pluribus una faltem exempta." The re- 
firMttt renders th<¥m fpinee, I hope I may fay fo 
without umbrage,-. or giving an appearance of difre- 
fped} forMr« W— is. an agreeable man^ and my 
reception was very poHie. 

I HAVS 


' 
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I HAV£ three or foar more of tMc faperb vititi 
to make, and which I may not omit iiritlM«t giving 
real offence; To Lord Plymooth, next week ; Lord 
8tamfbrd'89 the VTeek after; then to Lord Lyttekon, 
At . OUT Admiral's ; and then to Lord P'oley, if yout* 
friend Dr* Chariecon will accompany me ; then, &c. 
•kts ! .alas ! *^ Qaid me exempta juvkt fpina }*^---4. 
muft conclude Mpoa a ieparace ptpeor. That yonr 
Mx^30t:cn may not dtceive yoain regard to the plan 
I promifedy I incJofe a f«nrey of my farm, x^iiced 
10 miniature by a neighbouring artift. Let me know 
if It bring the place to yoiir memory. I think tib 
have a plate (which may be done at fiirmingbam 
for ix or caf^t killings} « that flttl! leave mt no 
trooUe bfit to tinge the imprelEons with coloors^-ni 
OT^er to give my friends. But do yon adTife vat to 
engrave tbisp or another that ia twice as large } 

iHaVa pnrehafed << Gerard upon Tafle/' the aa» 
thor of which is a Profefibr at Edkibur^, and the 
book commended in the Review-'^^you will fay that 
the Reviewers are partial to ^otcfa«|>eopk*^I knovr 
nothing of that« but the bo^ is learned, and on k 
pleaiing ^iil^efl-*-! Aiay periiftps add a very imftrNna 
<me~*-'for furelyit is alfogethej^unqneftiohaUe th«ft 
taiie natttraify leads to Virtue. I am however in Ibm^ 
doubt whether it will give yon tkat amnft^ent whtth 
Burke's has done.^-I mujl now take my leave, hav- 
ing 
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af .cniPg^iD^nts of a dxiEereat kind ; but not tilt 
I liave defired my hearty refpedts to Mrs. GrsMres^ 
and her acceptance of this ** Grove and King-fiiher.'' 
I am, dear Mr.. G^vcsy ever and i^oik entirely, your 
vejy.afieffionatei 


XCIX. To the ftme, on his Winx of Lelfure. 

The Leaibweey 
Dear Mr. Graves^ Nov. %^ 175^ 

THOUGH I write to yoir again fo foon, yet it 
tcall^r jpncves wm to hear the complainc which 
yxm lb often Inake: for want of time. I, who havie 
tiiiie €0 «;ffr by luftres* cannot have patieiice witb 
the WQtU^ that tviSknj^m to want the icifiifc whida 
yott would einpl<^ to io smch bcMar p«q)o6s. En^ 
hafo, howevdri yon are $a ifopf^ as snore leifuie coaid 
mke yOtt % the oaii J« not fo r&w^ aa to leave me 
if^kSedof the conlraif. And yet* as thepkafsrea. 
of imagination have an undoubted claim to a «eal 
exiftence» they mud furely afibrd very lively fenfa- 
tiont.to jpeWoUs of yoar iea^biUcy woA veinemetit. 
-i-fie ihis as it tti^« I iniU always naneoMr ihat yoift 
«an foM {pmt , time for literary aaui&ment*^ Nsveiw 
thnlet(8« make dwieAct^ and fmifli the talk ^ahOT» 
now before yon. I nuiftitonfeft, yoa^nayvaMvailyi 
xc^^ that I am now become an inteiefted peribn ; 

but 
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but tbih I ^ni fuiie» Will be .no dieckrMk')rQurtaAt^ 
vity. , :. -. 

.Mr. William. Duncombe (ant ^di.'tbeiii)ft.«o-. 
Imne of Horace) one of the fatim ii| 'Mf»"i)|^^4/ to 
mf' Upon purcbafiogy however^ t||/e feoond vc^ome, 
I find ^ name is changed to ^< Hftwj|Qefvoitb."^4-Wiid 
knows but I loft this- compliiiient .by writing: to* io^i"* 
my friend* while Ijfypul^ h.%ve..beQB writing w<him i ' 
-*if fot indeed* you CH^ht to jj^akfit itop to nie^ ~ 
an4 I am furel ihall prize jour'QomTptixtKa^hefCiki* 
that of lybich I have bean deprived. - v .•>''..• 

• 'Th£ view ofB-^n*; which fomnmKia&fi'hafe^iki^ 
deed ieen a Jong time ago ; bui^finsly th^WiHir^jM . 
IS quite deteftable. There is Something on eathd4ft» ' ' 
as I remember* that puts one in mind of a porridge- 
pot boiling over beneath Ae fK>t>4id^ *« The append 
ance of the houfe an4 ^he baok-^und l» btiteip^p 
this was adjutol b^ tho painter^ the^oAcr (<ad t'thiiiltf- ' 
Smith toJLd me) by . an- oid .hooie^fteward of-Lcflhi ' 
T-^-'s. . • , • . , ■ - — . ' « ', I ' i^ - 

t H A VK incbfed another copy of the lines to Veiiui*r 
fcr your emendation. — ^Thank yoq for the ftanza you 
introduced. — I jneant, in4eedt ^^^/,/4a «dtiidrt» 
Mot^rai. hcj^ixiy taoof jium Tuoeaithixt did no^•folly^ ' 
enough e;cprei^<nyfeli> Thiope j'ematm.no iraafitim ^ 

*i ..:..• . -. *• n<Jw 
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now^but Irofn animallyezMty to tnanmaU; which is 

Ydtr ^1 obfenre, that I 'take great liberties with 
the-FUbtes yott a(k «ie to'riviife.— Dodfl^y muft think 
iM 'v0/y ftncaiHcftl or «tf^, while J was correfling 
thofe ke wrote at The Leafowes.^ find my ear 
modi MOft apt to tiidt^ offenee than ihoft other peo* 
pM; anii, uAii k'far -Ic^ delicate thun miney he 
inu&of<biirfa believe, in many places, that I altered 
mctely ibr>lcer9tion'sTake. I cannot he ^afy with- 
out fiMM c^ttain proportion betwixt one fentence and 
anotker; betwixt onte member of a Sentence and 
anMliet<| without a melody at the dofe of a para- 
gnq^-almoft as agieeaMe as yoor ** magnificent 
•*falon/*> 

1 Hnvf not written to Dodfley any decent letter 
fiace he arrived at Ms houfe in London. — I mud 
now apply myMt to wHte half a fcore Fables, and, 
if he cbafo it, a tranflatioii of La Motte*s I>iikouflb 
upon the f«bje£l.'-*Youf reply in regard to the de* 
Ij^ of at; publication cannot be anfweredj'thit'u 
certain* • * '* ' 

WnirrifiLO's Journal, I /iatf is purged of its 
mofi ridiculous palTages. — Doddey brought one down 
hither for Mr. Deane to (hew my l^ord D— «rh ; but 

VotrlfL X he 
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he telli me, there remains nOjthiqg of that./rf/i :^ - 

htiiiy which I faw in your bfotkei** at Mickktoo. 

' The f uaUr whom I jnfi fneiuioiied tp "^n^ titkv 
fame pOTtraits thfoi^b ny recoi»mjend»tioii,' -KKl to . 
have .paj,!ttj;'ii a.ruitt fof^ tiij, gtffOrnqmy sfikn to ' 
giye me, my piflijre if I cinfr t«fit, — WerU yoa 
here to lend me. your jflj j U nm . I AkxiM cnwi^y . 
comply,. — Mcna. vihiie,\ttm.'ta» w^t you tkiole «f 
fo^e of tlie'amtudes tbfji i.i^f,laCt. WUtlmj^ 
prefpr ^t preftnt i*. to ,^J».my.^mH) fi f ^ {iMi^ »f 
itf"" ' a kind of beaofyj, »jBd.t«.a|iy»afan. « - 
ki it-gowB agfeefkblfi tpUif.attJuidejWirit- 

ecI '^-.^^ cvitlfi^t^ hj;« offimwicfleff^ 4»^ 

is tf >'y ^^>9g. the.paucerp qfJinningf 

ha 11 be forced to have your piAurc'iCQpiad' ' 

by him, which, by means of dampnefs, . fiies off the 
canvas ; fo that, on the whvtei i fluU re-pay hit 
COiiiplimeiit.--tTbi5 la^ a^^tp ^ttjne tnmiDdlthac 
1 4w» you my, pi&ure, ffh^D^m you dunadlt t bwt 
I would. d)uJe. to deffrit.iijl the .fpriag, Iwlbme. 
eertain rcafoa* rpgaiding oaf^oiBoay. RenMidbier ac . 
aitvtfs to .good Mia, — i- aa^^^'^tn meyoont with 
ali poJBbk afle^ion* 

W. Shkhstohi. 


,»•■.- .1 ^ 
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C. To'the'fame, wlA an Account of a Deiign for his 

own Fixture. 

'r- The LeafoweJr, 

BeariMtv. 6fin^ea^ Jan. «, 1766. 

'*tXTERE^fw Tcgulah? tny compliments by the 
^ ' lArivalof /i'/»«fx an<} feafons, I (hourld congra* 
tnlateyca upon a corre/pmHence y/hich now entefi 
flpon il« three and twentieth year,^— Our/ri>»«!^/^ is 
©r fdmetfiiog older date ; and js not this an afchk^ue" 
ikent thftt dlfrflirvrs the hoftotir of k triumf^ both fo^ 
yoii and «ie too ?— ^More, I am fure, thin the regular 
deflrodlioR oF fifteen oj twenty ihoufand wretches in 
the field ; coilfidering hdw uncommon we find fricnd- 
Ihips of fo long z duration, and how cheap we find 
filich viftories, not only on the Pruflian, but on the 
Aaflrian fide. 

Mr. Cambridge (Scriblerus), who called here this 
•utumn* wa» conitdering this mailacre r»ther in a j^i- 
lofophioal than political view ; and* indeed, it does 
QQtap|>€ar to me th^t plftgue^ earthquake, or famine, 
ar^nKpire penMcious to the b«imaii race, than what 
tke world calls Heroes ; but eaoagh of this* 

# 

YouK want of leifure gives jne pain ; furely, if I 
may gueis by erne or two of your lafl letters, you 
have enlatge^ ^be number of your fcholars, and ex- 
tended your domeHic cares, beyond what your cir- 

cumftances require. 

X a You 
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Vau inuft not judge of my paioter'i abilities hf 
the fmair (ketch 1 indofe*-^! dcfired him to give me 
^Jligbt one I And have, perhaps, nxiaed even ^mt 
by endeavcAiring to Bring it nearer to what the pUbire 
now //, nyfilf. It will give you a tolenUe'id^a in 
snoil points, except the Pan, which has his face turn- 
ed towards the front ; and is not near fo coaiidera* 
blcL-^l chofe to have this term introdvced; not only 
as he carries my favourite reeds, but as he is the 
principal j^fl^van deity •—The Water-nymph 'beibw 
has the word *' Stqjor" on the mouth of her urn; 
which, in ibme Ibrt* riies at The I^ealbwes* On the 
icroU isf '' Flumina amem (ylvalque inglorins,^' al* 
luding to them ^/i&.— The Pan> you will perhaps ob*^ 
ferve^ hurts the Jimflidty of the pidure — ^not much, 
as we have managed him ; and the intention here Is, 
I think, a balance. 

The dog on the other iide is my faithful Lucy, 
which you perhaps remember ; and who mufi be 
jtearfr the Uiy than (he perhaps would if we had 
more room. However,, i^bclieve, I flntt^caule ha 
head to tut off that liitte «la(ler of angl|(Sf where th^ 
balullr^de joins thv bafe of the arch. The baluf* 
tr^de* is an iaiprovement we made the other day : 
it is, I think, a great one ; not only as it gives _f 
fymmetry or balance -to the curtain of which, you 
complained, but as it extends the area on which. I* 

iland/ 
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painter objedcd AQ^l0(^^JJ^i|a^.not why; uold« 
tha( iyf,^ou}diiitrodttic& AO^««s without encroaching 
coo wi^]^.japon {he landfcape : bi^t^he rrafoil l^f g^ve^ 
w;i8^ it w9»14 b« aft iqjiuy: to, thje /ace. The coi|- 
folei^.jjio Apollp's he^- The imyoU 4oes not gp 
further ^tha« the pibiUrf iffhich ends the corner; 
and hei;c xhe drawing ia erroneofi s.. We ariet I thii^j 
to. have^ij carpets though wf .kjn^ ^ot weil bow to 

An n now, T mud tell you A^ dinienfidns. 'The 
figure itfelf is' three feet, ' Afec inches ind a half 5 
the whole pi6lure four feet, eleven inches, by three 
feet, twp inches and three-quarters. — The colour of 
the gown, a fea-green ; waillcoat and breeches, bulF- 
colour; ftockings White, or rather p6arI-coloar ; cur- 
tain a terra-iienna, or very rich reddifli broivn.-^I 
think the whole will have a good effefl ; but befeech 
yon to lend me yoiir opinion MreSily* There are fome 
thix)^^ we cai^ alter ; but there are others we mufl hot* 

^ Tot^ ibaft^have one of the* %ze you defire in the 

Qiring r'iyut"#Ml you not eakttlate for fome one ]daec 

inyonrrttdm^ The pdnter take$ very Arong like^ 

jseflfes; is young; rather daring than delicate iii his 

mwtoittj 'thdbgfai he paints-well in enamel ; good** 

itatured ; flovenly ; would improve miich by appUca- 

don. Adieu! - 

. W. S. 

X 3 CI. To 
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Cii To die ftaie, oil Fabb» ^tid ot1|«r Articles <^ 

Tafte luid literHore. 

TheLeafowc^, 
'Dear Mr. Graves^ - Feb. •9, 17^0. 

1C O U L D not undcrftAW, by Mr. Dodfley's !aft 
letter to me, that he had any ydr/ of intention to 
publifh' his Pabks thii winter. Prefinmng tipon this 
delay, and hdving ndther had the kijkn nor the 
yham of mind fit to t&lc6 'his pref^ Into* confidera- 
cion, I have hitherto deferred to do (o ; aodcjtti Only 
fay in general^ that ( could wifli you had happened to 
be more copious in your obfenration9. ' Xa Motte*s 
Pifcoprte on Fal;>les is a moft excellent perforniance ; 
containing, as appears tq ^e^ al) that need b^ fai4 
Vpon th^ fubje^y and cHis expreff^d with all imagina- 
ble elegance and perfpicwity. I believe I ftall j^- 
vife our friend P— •; to make more ample ofe of thi^ 
differ tation. There is a tr^nfl^tipq of La ]^9|te |f)(Q 
fro/e, which is altogether helo^ cont^fti Vfifi y.Ct, 
for aueht I know, the otfly onp, The word ^^e is 
very probably thaf for which he has fubihtuted the 
-^M^xA'lineJy ; though by tto .means ^f fimSlar import. 
Jtaturai a:pproadiea^ neatfeott r but acex»fd]tig -to hn 
Motte is not pre^rfe:- and/ as the' i^Qidt .Mi^.aiid 
nai<vet$ feem- of la^e to bocoxno more ;in voguc^ { 
'^iii here give you an cxtra^ of wfaat-heifs^^vpon 
the'fabjt^i ; *' }e ne i^Mihaiterois plus vicn aJHiatear 
*' de Fables, fi ce n'efl d'etre fidele an ::&iittoient, $c 
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** de le peindre toujours avec la ndi<vete qui le ca- 
,f^ r^SI^S^i' ear j'<ifcK«noMV«jBiiiBgti<r lc0«jff]^& fo 
''.pr4^ .^ Le rttitwirl xfn&iiqt^rii9e r idee pkts vagoc^ 

*!dJ5i4 ^^*^i^^^ ftHi'vgW&alrttt netbmbe^ aa>n^; 
'* au Uett'i que le naif Pell particulierement au rtJUMf 


• "• ''f i>'.*i 


o- "rA/*#^ iJcut irx^ naif* Im 

** Tjf poftfg^jfifi ..yif il M9lM^/lay(|iieftioii. qu'dn.iui 
^'\i^h4i^:^^V^ Alttfti**is*:qMc,JTOiili£z^«oot 

<< eft MiW j parce quo>:^'fflhPiuipreffioa toote^Doe da 
y^fentiment de ce Romaio ; qui prefere la mprt de Ton 
W lils ^rf^ ^ntf * ^1 m^rifotf^ pas preci&9iiu a ce 
<<.fit^aa ))U,.dfq|^j|iid<(ii il dii feulomeiitL ce <{ufil^;i/« 
". P^ydljfliiCcdaM.Ja y^lSflfeivattt ^ti.lk.niftexto^ 
** fucce^^ \^ imveih , uj ! . • ^ ^ ^ 

»>i<^%Git^tt'ttrb6EiliaAiMj[«J# alors le fecourut. 

•* nV^>J;S^ da-As Bfe' vtrs ; :iT'n'a fait quey?»^/r 'dans 

^'ftfrtWnttr. ; . ' • 

«• Lifcir^riiridtarf ili Jri^Nimt,- pcflt-ftri, pius fre* 
'' qiicnces dans la Fable ; 8t I'eloge de La Fount|inc 

^^*do ¥mi9mlJlitH:i^4ii(I^VLH (^il prete^^'fa l^atidre 
^^cft.tfi^^^f4tf4B4ivire^^ f^iHi^r/, i*s\iizht ^Td's iih'-'* 
«< guHent^ifi9()M?tf<2^iJl4jlK^ ^^iASi^>ff Wplus 
'* fuiviy le fmtiment fe montre dans toute fa force ; 
^ bli'piur iRieux dire, dans toute fon y^njfe.^* 

X 4 And 
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:. . AiC9r.i9flw» let mft hum what^Ragiliflf tnoM faa 


. I ^voxrolfT: dir iQfitito ' cdttiM of . iia Jtiioiteft 
Fablf$» (o-wlii^ tiiif effi^ ii pfialixnl: | thougfe dM 
vaanted cuts wluck temped me to diis extraragtaetr 
did notanfwcr ny txftSStm^n. Tbe author* wit& 
mvck addflo^ 1^ 4ll«»0iA^ df^^McMastb^Ht ihe 
eacff QOB of. Jhea ; wbidiiao the bel^lif <^*cinlctn<-* 


1^1^901 .«a»''. dauxinilldieouA^' 
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Cbaplaii^. I boyf ht his '« ]9ialDgiwrMo^i Mkdfoi 
*' Imcal.V^kDoft at icon tk^y Were publifliedsi'T^ir 
Edward Lyttelton told me, the introductory ' one 
woald be. oauued in M^ .i|09(t fdidoHi. .vTho)fhtee 
following are very ii^eoi^s ; httt thetwo 'forM^fe- 
are a little ambigaom in regard to hii inteodpi 
moral : cl^. two laft are wholly |>olittaLl,)«nd 
soty^t j^^(^ tlif^9,j^i^]| e4fm»«d tha A^, 

•<Sentin)ci|is," wU^li iarijKq^U^iDiifty comoMlndMl^'* 
an4 wb^li i >ayiq, !)G9ijil|^r >»(iil^ f0l4?ff*-W»i^*tt» 
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I khvt latcty ^n readings x)ne or two vdlimies cf 
^* The Rambler ;'^ who, excepting againft ibme few 
hardness in hh fiiafiber^/and the ^MM of more t^* 
^mples to enliven 9 is one of the moft nervous y moft 
pet^kmiu^Aoik coadfe^ andmoU htfrmoriiods ^rofe- 
writeft I kitaw.MMA' foaroed diOioift improved' 1^ 
tioie*- • ■ 


^ • •• 


1 AVttyny to firdno' mention rfyoni*— ^ in alt 
the-ktters^rUdir' t-hat^eree^ived of late. Do ndt 
think ofdrp^pwg or eVen ^ir%/«^'the' publication 6f 
it; on1y» if yoQ pleafe, before it goes to the prefi, 
htme penA it once deliberately; — What tfimk you, 
if Dodiey appfoire it, of admitting cuts into your 
fchcmc? ■ • 


\ ' 'i 


K-Avv^i^y (mntttiy t pthtetd t6 figures.', AU 
€OQVSB*poitrait^of'iiie1sin a BianYf6rfitiithCd;and' 
MtftCbdin^hin^ np'-KtrWii; iiihe days pad; iif m' 
0mArfmit,'cppi^'%^t fiHspiaceiii my libraf)^: 
riif^:/^ ^ fr'a gtsileft,' allowing for the diifiin\ifi6fi'' 
of'&«. Indeed, if I can conclude any thihg from 
t^*Mg tdentUance ^Meh lie h^ ff6SitkU^\>f 

AOC.fittltd^ii^ihtor.'^Be this aiit wiH; the piftiii'e ^l[ 
upoo th» wb6)^, «' tdeMbrly^teafilK^V^^fj'^df-th^ IS" 

^tli top often makes ufe of the abftra& for the concrete. 




the 


the mofi I xsvaSi dare to fay, confidering my own per- 
.^on makes fo la^e a part of i^,. , .• , » ,- 




What thmk you of a^avmey or rc4difl\ bfowa 
/or the robe or night- go wn» ^yitl^ black ior.the^wai&* 
coat and breechcsi re(ervin.g gr^f^ /or f^e. (^(^n i 
though grecA ig,.\viih me at \s^^$. no very gay coiaar, 
-tor has iC that cffe^l which you apprehended in.'(^ 
drapery. Terr;i-ilenna.i9 a delightfiil colour; fo, I- 
thiaky is Rgff^j^i^ yc/e bvxp^. . i«e| j)ae.,kiifvy. xIm, 
what x^bjc£liops, yoo have ,tp>|hq 4cape]ry.|u^ nptv 
propofed.. Let nie know alio any defiga tVt y;9« 
think moH pleafing for a back-ground ; or any Hoiy 
of two or thre^ ^gures> that would, be fifltablot^ 4 
fflievo. . ,- . # -, 

From pz3ure» I proceed to painters, I believe* 
Alcock wQuld g^ and feul» »! £i)t)vif Amo&^i^tt 
fouldbe Induced to join l^ioi. ^^^lops, Gfvs^ii ^,th% 
Dame of t-be^painter whqm: J^C9inmen4ffd..V?d3BW| 
tffite mj fever*, . He. it ^ibeoifd.ii^ior ,to M^ «fie 
in England for/cHit:, ,Hc alio i»§ii»/^jB9^ifri(,.^<QQ2« 

and dead-g«imf^ /v/C?' ^^^^-^ Tpithishc .W^ld«$lio|i| 
tj)e bufinefs of wiat^x-paintiog* .^SUcofk. wouM-fAMd 
jpoftraits in. oil; and tp thi^ 1^ w<¥M4 fidil.^aiii^ 
painting; both of them the befts^ftim^^M^ftl^' 
lows lathe world. New iajyofe theguaUa A i^ ii imip 
and tell me whether they would have.a chance .^ 

*" yoir 


you are to be plagued with writing and with mufie- 
inaftecB*—- 1 ^believe I sate your time and trouble; at 
9 much higher jprice .than you do yo|irrelf. 

'' Da. Blackftone has raifed himfelf to a very eminent 
fic;are indeed in the world of letters. I rejoice at 
ft, without -one ^particle of envy, both as he is yodr 
friend, and a perfon of merit. I bettevtt nb one- be- 
^des j'ou rfelf would have dreamt of your odd ana- 
Jogy betwixt him. and me.-— 1 kncnv not honj^ they 
pune to infert that infipid Son^ of mine in the 
Chronrcle.r-— What fenfation it caufed in me» was 
that of difapprobation ; as it looked like Jaying ftrefs 

on what one kyiows to be of no importance, 

* • - 

'Th? chief points wherein mj pidlul-e varies' from 
your drawing is in the corner below the bafe of thtf 
pedeftal J where tin antique Vafe is introduced with 
a flower* and two or three leaves of the *{carlet Ge'ra- 
nium. The gilt vafe agrees . well enough with the 
gold fringe on the edge ofjt'he curtain ; but the whole 
is fo fuhdueJ, as pot to catch the eye too ftrongly. 
Jf was chiefly meant to obvi^e^the difagreeablenei^ 
oT'the' j^i!7rtf//ip/''liiiesr'and angles occafioned by the Hep 
in that corner ; but it crowds that "fide a little, if one 
jcok from top to bottom ; an4, though a pleafing 

objetL 
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<>l5eft, i| i$ har4 |^J^ wh^Acf ^ dp fl|pr«, good or 




' It is time now to talcc my leave, with my icarty 
refpefts to Mrs.' Graves, and with tKe u/na! aflurancei 
that I remain your moft .aiFeftiQaate and faithfiU 

friend, , - 

^...,.,.. ,W.^$HtWITOjr»".' 


ClL^.To the fame^ on his negle^Jijjg hgts- Co/jref^or 

dcoce. ' " . . ' .V 

TheM^P^I»- 

' 'pear Mr. Graves, ^uly 7, i;r6^^ 

T .MUST,conrcr& that I do not fjEogether fiod! 

* your 4rgtt»ient C9n9lqfivc,-*-^Ap,.bur'y^f b«6n«fr- 
m^ be neceilaryy an4 fomewhat ifKionflllent with.frn^-. 
qpent wrefpoiidence ; but a (late of /r^^, whicll. 
1 wiflied you,^ does not imply a coiirfe; of dijfipatum^ 
which makei ypur pre£;ot apolpgy for not writing to 
me before. ..And To. betwixt bufm^fs at one timet 

4 I » • « 

and diiJipation at another. I am to be tiefrauded jof.a 
correTpondencethat is ^uiieeffential to my weU^being. . 
Pardon mc, if, on fuch occafiont vou find me .«x- . 
tremely clear-fighted in th^., foibles .of my; fnepd^:^.- 
and do not fay" with the ma^Jn Hgrftcc^.f* Cur iot 
*' amicoram vitijs, &cJ* The ma^sr, h too imfortaiu 
fcf me to connive at any fort of fophifm. — However, 

to 


xo ina]ce you eafy on this head, I am c^nviiice^ the 
letter Was owing to jou ; tor which I wilt draw my 
apology neither from bufintfs nor diffip^tion : and yec 
liow juftly might I palliate my Jong iilence uppn 
iitber footing! Since I wrote to you^ 1 have been 
hufad in bringing about a conQlufign with D— . The 
letters, journies, &c. frtmom iLiiA poflerior to the exc-^, 
cotien of articles, would alFord me noble matter for 
cxcnfe.-^The conftant attendance upon workmen (of 
which I have fourteen or fifteen thi6 vscarjidAy)rmldc- 
ing a piece of wator below my Priory, would pro- 
duce inore on the fcore of dijftfatitn — you remember 
the place, This» at prefent, is my chief employmenc; 
although Alcock is drawing On the fide of my table* 
— I wonder you do not get fome little urns turned, 
in any fort of wood, about fourteen or fifteen inches 
high, and pointed ori the {i^lc with figtires, in tbel 
manner of fome antique baflfo- relievo. ' He lias done 
fomething of this fort for me. You may, if you ib 
pleafe, have th^ ground a dark broHze, ancf the figures 
a light one. I am of late grown fond of Bronsse 
(which yon yourfelf may enfily execute), and t tlirnk 
it always wa^ your tafte.— Dcklfley comes hither in 
about a fortnight, ^an<i prihts one edftion of his ' 
Fi^esby itieans'of Baikeryiil^'s p/efsand'^ paper. 
Mnm Hihtt he is vdgM me his "pfhuPe dbne by Rey^ 
nolds; ^ftd to find ttlfr ^wo brdhxed plaftcr urns, of 
about twelve Inchis, with* baflb-reTieVoV and two 

figures (ditto) of Hiftti^ Shd Virgil (6f about twenty. 

I • ,- ■ - . «- ■ * . ..^ - ■•■<♦■'■ « ■ • - - • » .- • • ( 
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one incbcs) for two tficb^ ill thf Ctrary. Tb^' pirei^ 
u to be pieced ottt With Ogilby*s "Virgil, which 1 
want for the fakt^'df Are Iaifdi^pes.-^And now to tlfie 
particulars of yoa^ lettbr. 

r CAN readily conceive how mach greater plcafore 

you niuft receive frdm the rethue of your journey^ 

thaa an Archbiflfop can from all his equipage ; and 

'I can truly alTure you/ I find a pleafure in every plea^' 

fure you cnjc^. 

Your tcocj* indeed, will be a noble one j but be 
fcre remember the •* Iiftploravit opes homiuis, fra?- 
•^ nomqne recepit,'* and guard againft it — to fpeak 
niy fentiments, I think you will. , I think with yoa 
in regard to Triflram Shandy j fo does the author of 
the Monthly Review, you will fee. I bought Webb 
fnftantly ; but have not' read it. Lord Lyttelton is 
cllo^edly the author of thofe Dialogues ; who{e the 
very laft, 1 do not know. There is a noble specimen 
of Scotch poetry tranflated from the Erfe language 
—I have had two copies fent me from Scotland; 
and, had I* two franks, would fend you one. ** Chry* 
•• fal, or The Adventures of a Guinea'*. (real charac* 
ters intended), will amufe you. Something ever oc« 
curs that obflruds my travelling at all— ^and though 
I long ardently to vifit you, the Lord knows when it 
will be ; yet be it certainly will, when I accompany 
Mr. Knight to Mr. Bamfylde's : where I ^m pi^fliogly 

invited 
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iaviled by> thak geatfattii^h and his neigftboufrs^ Lady 
Egmbnt, Sir Cha»ki|:Tynte» &c.--^( MVo about m 
hufidred ^htngft morcr t* fty J whith I m^ll*' defer till 
I have heard from yoW.-*God Me& you and yours. 

W. Shenstoke. 


■«itfiVtVM«^M«Mi«p^i^M«M^*i^^^«ai#«p6iv 
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Ciilv To tkefeme, on DoDSLfeY*S Fables,. and other 
' • , • ' iatttzry Anicies. 

< • 

The Leafowes, 
' * Dear Mr. Graves, Mar. i , 1 76 1 . 

ALTftOUGH thi^ interval In our correfpotr- 
dence muft be placed, I fear, to wj account, you 
-wiil'hardly thiiik it mends the matter to /// my pre- . 
fetxt ' letter even with the beft-grounded apologies— 
I will only mention a b^d (fate of health, which has 
b^en mj lot this winter, as a general excufe for two 
or three months filence ; and then declare, as with 
truth Imay, that the^efteem and aiFeftion which yoix 
have fo'wcir del^rved of me have never undergone 
ibe leaft diminution or abatement. It is with ine a 
melancholy talk, to wri/e letters when I am not well ; 
^ akJvough it be the time, of all others, when it is moft 
seceJOTary for toe to recei*t>e them. — Our friend Dod- 
fley, I prefiime, has fent you a book of his Fabks 
before this time. What merit I have there, is in 
theJ^^; in the original Failes, although I can hard- 
ly, claim a ftngle F^ble as my own; and in the hti^^ 
wbkh I caufed to be thrown into the form of Morals, 

and 
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•od which are alnoft whoUy niiiie* I wifii to' 
It jnay fell ; fof he has been at gniat expesce about 
Su The two livak which he has to diead ai«> the 
editions of Richardfon and of Craxall. — ^The FMes . 
in Croxall are tolerably written : his nJUQions^ little 
to the purpofe^ either for boys or grown people*--^ 
lUchardfon's lmff9wment ofLEftrangt would be a bet- 
ter coUe^ion, both for the FoUes and the moral JU^ 
fiSioust had he not admitted, through an extravagant 
and miilaken love of drollery, that vulgarity of 
phrafe which in many places is not C9mmon EatgUJbnr'^ 
This I think a troeftateof the cafe: fay the beft 
you can in behalf of Dodfley. — A3 to his cuts, though 
to him expeniive. they will hardly, \ fear, meet with 
much of your approbation*— the fcale is much too 
fmall— and the emblematic prints which are larger 
%v]Il fcarce, I fear, be underftood.-^I procured a copy 
from Bafkerville hefore the plates were infertcd^ and . 
have caufed my paiater (Alcock) to fupply the va- 
cancies with fome devices of my own— foipe account 
of which I fend you, as it may amufe you iox a ininnte, • 
I want one or two to compleat my fcheme^ and ihould 
be glad if you would propofe feme in your next letter. 
-> I return you my hearty thanks for the hints yoii . 
gave for the Cambridge verfei ; but when I received 
them it was too late, and I myfeif too much iadif- 
pofed, either to throw them into proper form, or 
even to anfwer that gentleman*s letter, which I 
thooghc a very genteel one. — I know not what he did 

on 
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6d that cccafidn, having feen neither Cambridge noi* 
Oxford verfestJ^Mr. Dodfley gave me «* 'The Erf- 
•* virons of* London.* — Between friends; I vvifti hd 

• 

tnay -find fivt tho^rahdrcaders'j whom the mdriage- 
ment of that work pleafes more th^n me. — I will tfj^ 
to get joii fome of the tuti,iF'y6b^ d^fire me to do* 
fo, though It will reflea a kihd iBf tacit diHike of 
the ivbo/e performance. -t-ffis Wothtfr puWifties this 
Wintel" ** The Works of Sbame Jenyns,** in three 
pocket-volurtieS ; and a Chinefe tioVel from a Mf, 
tranilationi rcvifed, &c. by a friend of mine. You 
have perhaps heard me fpeak of Mr. Percy-^he nvai 
in treaty with Mr. James Dodfley, for the publica- 
tion of onr beft old ballads in three volumes. — He 
hfts a ttiirgB hlio Mf. of ballads; which he (hewed me^ 
Aad which* with his own natural and acquired ta- 
le&tfi would qualiTy him for the piirpofe as well as 
any xnan in England. I propofed the fcheme fox' 
hixti myfilf, wishing to fee an elegant edition and good 
coUedion of this kind; — I was alfo to have ai&iled 
him in fele£ting and rejef£ting ; and in fixing upoil 
the beft readings: but my iUnefs broke oiFourcor- 
refpondence^ th^ beginning of winter ; and I knQW 
not what he has done fincei-^There is a New Peer- 
age going to be pnbliihed; with, i believe, thd 
draughts of the Peets houfes— ^Lightholer called here, 
and faid he had taken Lord Lyttelton's, and Lord 
Stamford's, foi- that pur{K>fe ; the latter of which he 
fliHired mr.— Thus I have told you what I hear of new 
Vol. hi. y publicatiam. 
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publicatiam^ As. to what paiTes in the bufy. wofld,, I 
know no more than the Chronicle informs me — un- 
lefs when j>o«r letters happen to be rounded * with litr 
tic anecdotes from Bath. — Have you feenBaikerville's 
Jiew Prayer-books ? My Lord Dartmouth has under- 
taken to prefent two to the King and Princefs* — Day 
for charity's fake, make me fome amends for ;his long 
chafm in our correipondence, by a very early and 
Jong letter. — I am iick to hear from you ; being, with 
ardent and fincere affedion^ your ever faithful friend 
and fervant> 

W* Shenstone, 


CIV. To the fame, with fome Political Anecdotes* 

The Leafowesy 
Dear Mr. Graves, May », 1761- 

IWILL, upon your laft airurance, take it ever for 
granted, that you do not omit writing upon any 
■fcore of ceremony.^ This will render your filence, 
at leaft in fome degree, lefs irkfome to me ; when I 
do not think it the efFeft of my own pfocraftination. 
—Mr. Dodfley had fold two thoufand of his Fables 
' long ago ; but complained that he fhould hfe thirty 
' pounds by my neighbour Balkerville's impreffion ; and 
that he fhculd not be more than ten pounds gainer 

* ♦« Our littU life hj'ovnded yr'S^ a flccp.'* 

SHA-KE.SP£ARE«r 

upoa 
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upon the ^jjhole, I told him it was eriough, in books 
i5t this far t'y if the firft edition paved the way for theif 
future eftablifliflient in fchools. And furely fo it is : 
for a book of this kind, oiice eftabH(hed, btcofties an 
abfdlute eftate for many years ; and brings in at leaft 
as tenain and as regular returns. I would *vjiflj hint 
to give the polite world one more edition froiii 
BafkerVille'«l ptefs ; admitting only a ne^ fett of em- 
blematical top and tail-pieces 5 aiid confining thoft 
empty cuts relating to each Fable to the cheaip editioft 
which he prints at London. A fecond edition of 
this lattfcr fort will appear in ;a little time • and if you 
have any improvements to propofe, he will very 
thankfully receive them. Mr. Spence offers him to 
ivrite thi life afrfclh 5 and Spence, Burke, Lowth, and 
Mclmoth; advife him to difcard Italitks, I confefe 
he has nftd them to a ytry great excefsy but yet I do 
not think they fho^ld be Qtterly difcajtdedJ 

I DID not intend tfaftt Mr; D^enport ihould ever 
lear of thoib verfes | and how he came to do fo, is 
|>aft my eompreheniiofi. . He feemed to me tx> have 
deferted Worficld, Without ■ any intention to return 
again. I therefore meant to infcribe them under my 
own Venus, in otder to afford fome novelty, at an 
eafy rate% to thofe who are curious enough to nfeiii 
their vi/its here* Pray, if you. fee Mr. and Mr|. 
l)avenport, prefent my beft refpedls to them ; and 
iii to the veffes,' I will fend you a copy for them, if 

¥2 yoii 
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you defire or ad*vife me fo to do.— Mr. S— is agree- 
able, not void of learning, has fome fmartnefs, but 
little tafte. Mrs. S — has much of the latter ; and 
perhaps imagination, which makes a part of tafte^ 
may have had no fmall (hare in converting her to 
Popery. — Mr. Powys I have almofl forgot. — You arc 
ingenious and vtry inventive in regard to the means 
of giving yourfclf mortification. 1 dare to fay, your 
new building fuggefls no fuch idea as you conceive ; 
ar.d 1 think it fufficient in a parfonage-houfe, if 
one fees detached fpecimens of tafte or elegance, 
without uniformity, or even without coniiftcncy. 

I DO not find but that yoxx figure among the gentry 
near Bath. Dr. Charleton, who was here yefterday 
with Sir Francis and Mr. Knight, gave me an ac- 
count that the B— of G — had been to, pay his re- 
fpefts to you. I will not enter into particulars^ but 
would wilh you to cultivate his acquawtance. I 
ihewed Sir Francis xh& dead colouring of the pidure 
which 1 intend to fend to you ; but you mufl know 
that Alcock is the maft volatile of all creatures that 
have not wings: by way of improving the pidure 
I meant for Dodfley , he has made it . infinitely lefs 
like ; and yet it muft go to London as it isj fpr God 
knows when he can be brought to alter it. 

a 

I ASKED the Doftor, how Mr. Blackftone came to 

obtain a feat in Parliament ; and his anfwer was, 

" The 
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** The King infixed on It, as he was a man of learn- 
**ing and ingenuity." — The enmity betwixt Lord 
L — n and Mr. P— , I find, continues in its full force ; 
infomuch that ray Lord is to have no place while Mr. 
P--— continues in the miniftry. — My Lord B — 's pro- 
motion was, it feems, demanded by the D. of N— 
and Mr, P— , as they would not be expofed to bear 
the blame, while he was the chief mover behind the 
curtain. Thefe little particles of intelligence have, 

I believe. Sir for their author. — I was told by 

another politician, the fame day, that we were not 
to expe£l a peace ; that the French, who might give 
up the Colonies, would not refign the Fiihery. 

Mr. Knight, his mother* and /ifler, go through 
Bath to Mr. Barofylde's in about three weeks, if no- 
thing intervene. I am teazed greatly to accompany 
them — by my own inclinationy I can affure you, at 
well as their importunity. I do not fay I will noty nor 
muft I ever promife you beforehand that I wi//. I 
have good reafons to the contrary. They have (bme 
thoughts of bringing Dr. Charleton into the party. 

BzLiEVE me ever )>vUfs and Mrs. Graves's. 

W. Shenstoni. 


Y z CV. To 
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CV. To the fame, on the intended Publication of 

his \Vorks. 

The Leaf9we$, 
. Dear Mr. Graves, Sept. 14, 176 1. 

I OUGHT to have thanked you many weeks ago, 
for a very long and entertaining letter ; the length 
of which, as well as the entertainment^ was increafed 
Ity a poilfcj-ipt a few days after. — But as the Winter. 
1^ with me 2i, dull and uniform f^fon, fo the Summer 
is a time of uniyerfal (lii^p^tiop \ and v^vj h^ppy 
do I think myfelf, when, after a continual fuccefHoii 
of company, vifits paid, and excurfions taken, I can 
iit down in peace and quietnefs, to attend to the 
bufinefs of correfpondence and friendfhip. Either 
reafon, habit, or complexion tells me, that I ani ne* 
ver othertwife fo properly employed. 

The laft digreiflion I made was to thf concert at 
Worceller, to hear " The Mefliah'* well performed; 
to meet a number of faces one knows ; but £ril, and 
principally, to vifit your brother, ^without which mo- 
tive I had not gone. In the tv/o former refpe^s, the 
jpurney anfwer^d my expeftation : — but, alas ! your 
brother was gone into Hereford fliire. I, however, 
alighted out of the chaife ; and the houfe-keeper very 
civilly (hewed me his delightful parlour, that looks 
into the meadows, the Prebends' gardens, and down 
ihe Severn to Malveri^-hitls. A more agreeable 

town- 
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town-houfe cannot poilibly be found any where. Bat 
I regretted, when I reached the inn, that I had not 
siked to fee his children ; for I either heard them up- 
ftairs, had a glimpfe of them at the window, or fan- 
cied, to- a degree of convidion, that they were moft 
of them within the houfe. I now return to remark, 
upon ibme particuiars in your letter — I believe it i$ 
'that indilFerence you complain of, which is the gran^ 
detriment to genius in an advanced part of jife. In 
all poetical affairs, we are too apt to cry out with 
Pallas, ** Non eft mihi tibia tanti ;'* and this ren- 
ders all our efforts tame, profaic, and judicious. But 
this propenfity, as well as many others, we (hould 
guard agsinft, Upon the approach of age; change 
the objeft of our amufemenis ; cherifh hopes, well or 
ill-grounded, of finding that pleafure in the novelty 
of objeds, which we have not found in any indi- 
vidual. Thefe are the means of pre/ervipg our njU 
'vaciiy a fomewhat longer time than it naturally lafts ; 
but how far it is prudent to attach ourfelves to the 
world that we muft leave, is a point which jf£>« better 
'Can determine. Refined tafte, as it implies a hmfc of 
"phyfical beauty, has this tendency. 

There is nothing can be more rational than what 
you fay about the expediency of lojing no time^ if I 
mean to colkd and publifh what I have written. 
You are indeed very partial to my abilities ; but, al- 
iowing fpr thaty what you jnention coincidei with 

Y 4 .what 
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ivhat I have thought myielf, and this for fome yt»n 
paft. A more agreeable kind of difira^tM in fttm? 
jner, and an indifferent flate of health and fpirits in 
winter, have hitherto prevented any progrefs in the 
corredion of my pieces. To thefe I might add a 
Juffena about the compofitions, and the manner pro* 
per for publicati<m. I am now mqil inclined to 
make a colledlion of the whole ; I mean, the beft of 
what are already printed or in Mf. ; to pubUih them 
by fubfcription in a large quarto fize for the fake of 
profit ; and to apologize for this metlK)d» by mention* 
ing the expence of top and tail-pieces, with which 
I mean they ihall be embelliflied. Some of thefe (by 
the bye) may be taken from my farm, the reft em* 
blematical, in an eafy and carelefs, but, at the fame 
time, elegant manner. I ihould think the inftance 
pf Mr. Pope might render this method not difreputa? 
ble ; and it might be advertifed (as was done by Mn 
Spence), that, unlefs a certain number were fubfcrihed 
for, the whole affair ihould be no farther profecuted. 
This would pjat it in the way of many friends to ierve 
me, who (I flatter myfelf), miitb incUnatim^ efieem 
themfelves void of opportunity. Let me beg you to 
think ferioufly of this, as well as of a general title* 
page, before you write again, 

Thank you kindly for all the Utul« diverting 
anecdotes that are contained in yout letter. I am 
glad to hear your place brings you company ; partly, 

as 
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lis it tends to amufe you ; and yet more, as it tends 
to make your merit more confpici^ous. You and I 
have led a life of total diiinterelTment. Let me ad* 
vife you to feek fome ndvantage from your commerce 
with great men. — ^The boy, who was here with you 
and Mrs. Graves, was here lail Friday evening with a 
Mr. Jolliffe and his fon ; the latter of whom obferved 
your name upon the bench, and feemed proud to 
declare that he was once your fchool-fcllow. Mr. 
jStratford (to whom I had written about gold- 
filhes) fays in his anfwer, '' I had the pleafure from 
^* Bath of waiting upon Mr. G-^, and was as much 
^' fatisfied with the miniature beauties of his place, 
^< as with the polite reception I met with from the 
'* owner." If you have an opportunity, you will 
pblige me by prefenting my compliments to that 
gentleman.— I met Dr. Charleton at Worcefter, who 
ilands high in my efteem. — ^The account of Gothic 
archite£ture, &c. is curious; but I have found it in 
Dr. Warburton's edition of Pope. — ^I inclofe the 
verfes on the Venus de Medici s — I told you before 
my intentions, &c. concerning them ; and fince, I 
hear that they have appeared in fome one of the 
Magazines^^tb rough Dodfley's or Percy's means, for 
I furely gave a copy to nobody befides ; and thofe 
copies muft be much imperfect. — My pifture fhall be 
fent you as foon as I can poffibly get Alcock over, 
who has promifed to come every week for thefe three 
months paft. I believe he will come foon.— 1 did 

not 
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not know of Mr. Warton's compliment ; but he is 
very obliging to me on all occafions, and fends me 
all that he publifhes. — I have not yet read Dr. Robin- 
fon's Hiftory, to my fhame be it fpoken, though 
I have the honour to know the author.-— I hope the 
King ay/7/ oblige the Irifti Peers with a place in the 
proceflion, as that people feems greatly out of tem- 
per ; and, I fear, not without fome reafon. 

I SEE my friend Dodfley hay /et off his little ^a/^ 
upon the marriage, in the Chronicle. ** 7he King 
*' fought a partner y'* &c. And laft night was brought 
Ine, from Bafkerville*s prcfs, on the fame occaflon, 
very pompoujly printed, the moft defpicable Grub-llreet 
1 ever faw. 

I HAVE made fome little improvements about my 
place i have taken away the wall in front, and made 
a handfome ring; have extended my path, in one 
piece of ground, greatly for the better— but the 
grand water in the valley will make no figure till 
next fpring. 

I HAVE alfo affilled my friend Hull the comediaa 
in altering the Tragedy of " Rofamond ;" had it 
brought upon the ftage to a full houfe at Birming- 
ham, where it was very well received ; put Hull into 
a way of making an indiredl compliment to the pre- 
fent King in the ten lafllincs of his Epilogue, which 

was 
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>vas followed by " God fave great George," S^c. in a 

full chorus of the audience and adors drawn out 

abreaft upon the ilage. 
• • • • . 

. Since this, there has been depofitedin my hands . 
a large coUeAion of Poetry, by a Mifs Wheatly of 
Walfall : many of the . pieces written in an excellent^ . 
and truly claffical ftyle ;- iimple, fentimental, harmo- 
nious, and more correal than I almoft ever faw writ- 
fen by a lady. They will be publifhed, I believe, by 
/ubfcription, under the patronage of Lord Dart- 
mouth.' 

But nothing in the poetical way has pleafed me 
better than a compliment which I received about nine 
days ago by the poft, under the feigned name Cot- 
fwQuldia, — She muft be fome Gloucefterfhire lady that 
has feen the place ; as fhe raifes up a Fairy in m/ 
grove, into whofe mouth Ihe puts the compliment. 
It feems written by fomebody of fafhion by the ftyle. 
- — Can you form any conjedture ? 

There was a Mr. Freeman of Betftow (or fome 
fuch name) with two or three ladies' in a coach and 
fix that were here not long before i a very genteel 
and polite young man. 

I REALLY know not how to flop, when I begin a 
letter toj<?«; and it is one reafon why I look upon 

the 
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the talk as too coniiderable to be undertaken at all 
times. Pray write foon, and believe me wholly yours 
and Mrs. Graves's. 

W. Shenstone. 


^u 


C¥I. To the fame, fuggefting to him a Subjed for 

Poetry. 

The Leafowes, 
Dear Mr. Graves, May 20, 1762. 

T FIND you will Tiot write, unlefs I give a regular 

-■■ anfwer to your letters ; and yet, God knows, I 

have a better excufe for my delay, than I wifli my 

friend to have for his pundiilio ; I mean, indifpofi- 

tion, — Whence it has happened, I cannot fay, unlefs 

I may blame thefe continual eafl winds ; but I have 

fuffered more from the fmiles of Spring, than I have 

really done from the frowns of Winter. 

Having premifed thus much, I lay your letter 
boforc me. The expence of printing a flieet of thofe 
commendatory verfes at a common prefs is eighteen 
ihillings ; and at Bafkerville's about thre^ pounds, 
ten {hillings : nor do I mean any decorations, unlefs 
perhaps " The King-fi(her,*' or " View of my 
** Grove," which, you know, I have engraven ready 
to my hands. So you fee that this offering to vanity 
is not likely to be the mofl expeniive. 

I WUH 
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I WISH you had bellowed fomewhat more attention 
upon the title ; in which cafe, I really believe the job 
had been executed long ago. Pray bu (o kind as to 
re-confider it. — Is not ** The Garland of Friendlhip" 
a little too quaint ? for that, as I remember, was what 
I propofed.— The motto which you propofed was a 
very good one ; and I think alfo, that the addition 
of the next line would be an improvement to it; 
** Et ifti errori noraen virtus pofuiiTet honeftum." 
But I do not love douhle mottoes ; fo, if I admit 'this, 
I mull exclude Svhat I propofed ; which, to fpeak the 
truth, was of my own invention. 

« 

The cuftom of prefixing commendatory verfes to 
coUeftions of poetry is now feemingly grown obfo- 
lete. Befides, in my cafe, they would only fhew 
"that I had taken m"^ more fame than my funds would 
anfwer. I return you many thanks for jr5«r poetical 
benevolence ; but why do you mention it under the 
name o( Epigram ? I do not even chufe that it fhould 
have the air of Jimile from the heginning : 

<' Lo the tall youtii, by partial fate's decree, 
" To affluence born, and from refiraint fet free; 
« How pleas'd he, &c.*' 

I HAVE taken this and fome other liberties with it, 

■ and (hall infert it among the reft; unlefs you chufe 

to redeem it, with fomething more to your fatisfa<Stion : 

for 
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for, to fpeak with frank nefs, I think it better calcu- 
lated to do me honour than yourfclf\ though I could 
cfteem it goo^^ if it came from a perfon wHofe abili- 
ties 1 refpedled lefs than yours. There is a fubjeA 
here, which 1 woiild recomtoend to you, if by 9ci 
doing I fliould lay you under no reftraint. It is my 
principal cafcade. Its appearance well refembles the 
playfulhefs of infancy ; fkipping from fide to fideV 
with a thoufand antic motions, that anfwer no other 
purpofe than the mere amufement of the proprietor. 
-^Other fimilltudes, &c. would here occur ; 

-*' Cui ^nim nafcenti faciles arriferi^nt Mufae, &c." 

It then proceeds a few hundred yards, where it rotU 
and Jliu iron f<)r manufadtures 4)f all kjnds; re- 
fembling the graver toils of mahhood, either in ac- 
quiring money, or furniihing the conveniehcies, com- 
forts, or ornaments of life ; and in this nianner it 
proceeds, under the name of The Stour, fupplying 
works for calling, forging and fhaping iron, for every 
civil or military purpofe. Perhaps you may not know 
that my rills are the principal fources of this river i 
or that this river fupplies mort iron-works than al- 
mod any fingie river in the kingdom-: for ia' my 
friend Mr. Knight told me. 

The Mr. D — you enquire after, and who wrote 
the htji addrefs Sir Robert Walpole ever recewed, is 
Mr. Dodingtori.-i-Did I never fend you a lift of ill 
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the- concealed names in that Mifcellany ?— I began 
to tranfcribe one from my own fet; but find one part 
of my lift is loft ; I however fend it, and will piece 
it out when I find an opportunity ; as I purpofe alfo 
to give you fome account of our feveral merits in 
Dodlley's Fables. By the way, do not the verfes to 
Dr. Cornwallis (now Bifhop) afFed you fenfibly, vol. 
VI. p. 138 ? — they do me, whenever I read them ; 
aud I cannot help applying them to myfelf. I feel 
fomewhat of the fame fenfation when I read '* The 
•* Letters of Henry and Frances;" in which (from 
felf-partiality, no doubt) I find myfelf extremely like 
Henry. 

'Pray let m^ he'slr, if you pleafe, of Mr. Daveft- 
port. — I wifti I had learnt to drww well in early life ; 
it would have given me fome very great advantages^ — 
Let me hear alfo much of Mr. Melmoth, who, I 
prefume, has left you long before this time. I did 

* once defign to haVe " fent you down my propofals for 
a fubfcription, and requefted the favour oiyou tw§ 

' to fettle them finally, without any further reference 
to myfelf; but my head and fpirits have been too 
bad to undertake even a common letter. — ^What think 
you of Dr. Lowth's Grammar ? — ^Livie met him at 
Mr. Dodfley's ; and fays, he is well pleafed with our 
frontifpiece, &c. to Horace. Ltvie could not prefent 
his book to Lord Bute, htmfelf^ on account of my 
Lord's indifpofition. Mr. Dalton (Dr. Dalton's bro- 
ther). 
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ther), who teaches the King to draw, prefented if* 
It feems, this Dr.. Dalton (who. gave the drawing 
of Lord Bute's arms) has lodgings in the palacei 
and fees the Eling every day. IFJ^ile Liviq was «u;/Vi& 
him,. word came that the King was coming into h^ 
room ; upon which, Li vie was fent out another ttayi 
—The Kins aCced Dalton, whom he had with him f 
— and was an fwered, an editor of Horace, who had 
infcribed it to Lord Bute.-^Dalton is toprefent tL 
copy to the King, 

IiNCLOSEto you a fpecimen of the decorated parts 
of Horace, with the frontifpiece. — ;The book will be 
published in a montji's tiia^, whcQ.I |ne9.n y9u a. 
copy from thofe that are allotted to me* . 

My Lord Bate's arms ^re unexcep^ionably v^ell^ 
finilhed. — Th^' other plates, either throujgh .uegli* 
gence, or the wilfulnefs of the deijgnex.and ecigraver^ 
have given me infinite trouble andi. vexation. How** 
cyer, with about tivo-ihirds of my diredlions obferved, 
they will, I hope, afford you fome pleafure j and dif- 
cover fomewhat more beauty and Jjfirit than one com^ 
mpnly finds in fuch defigfis.-^Send me your remarks 
ycxy particularly, I befe^ck you* 
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1 CVIt To the fame* 

/ * ' The t-eafowes. 

Dear fcfrl Gtaves, Nov. ao, 1762. 

1r\ d 1 really owe you art apology ? you who are 
-*-^ enibarraiied with fuch a number of momen- 
tous concerns^ as hardly allows a fair trial to letters of 
mere amufement ? Alas ! I cannot fhelter iny long 
iilence under a fuppofition Of this Mnd. I believe^ 
t even hfipe, that you have difapproved my long ncg- 
ieft ; as I can very faichfuUy aflure you I have repeated- 
ly done my/el/l There are certain times and feafons^ 
iVhen 1 have not either'the fo^wer or the will to 
write : as Hannibal faid about attacking Rome, 
*' quandoque mentem non dati^ quandoque potefla- 
*• tem.*' This being an intelleftual kind of lethargy, 
it would have been at lealt a friendly ofSce^ if you 
had rouzed me, as you mght have done, by a fuper- 
numerary letter* I never, receive a line from youi 
but I feel ail almoft irreiiflible propenfity' to anfwer 
it that very inflant* Impediments foaietiines occur % 
and, that-anflant being negleded, matter is accumu*- 
lated for a longer letter than I am always refolute 
enough to undertake : at the fame time^ I can never 
content myfelfwith uttering, wie half of what I have 
to fay. — ^Pray is not that goGtd fort of man^ to whom 
you^allude^ a Mr. K— ? Let him be ever fo good a 
fort orman in the comi^onf ejlimation, t dare aver 
him to be neither an ingenioiw perfon nor a candid 
Vofc. III. Z critic. 
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critic. There mty be fifty or more j/nknik tmni^ 
iQg to what are received io tl^ dcm^ Horace; ; vet he 
will find a better teJtt .there. ^Afl** /iy .wi^i^ than in 
atiy one edition before ext/i^t^ As to their^^, of^ 
tyfe an^fffffyoforkf h,h too obyioos tQ. n^cj^J^iodir 
cation. The accuracy pf (he./s^^^ almoii,e^c;fiQd& 
what was ever found in any other book. TEen as 
to thf fnntifpUft^ it i$, I think, much /uperigr. to 
fqch as prdinaritj occurj ' th^ A^^ .ammaxed|^^od^ 
weTl-chofen J and the txtqAti6n very comraendaUe : ar 
k«i[l. if we allow for the. «rr^ tCLuche;^^ which ilxequirr^ 
edf .and fhc uacom^ dijicuhj of ^tiijg^^ny;: thiug^ 
of thi?„kiu4 douc to 0Ae*4 . diwiBoo* . „, v . o ; • 


V , 


t t » 


'\ '^ * ■* ^'^ sit '^^ Zm\.'» 
&IaJ '^alpoTe U a Iitely ^n^ lokeni^Uiwrt^r^ 

Bot always accurate in his detefminationsi and much 
Tcft {p lA hb lan^tfaig^*. too^cftea laj fwaj |)jc ^ de- 
fire of routing prejudices aiid defiroying J^lf P^^: \ «iid 
yet there is no pioviiice wherein he a|ipe^ (o. j)j|i^ 
adv^tage, in,;f»»-4 i^^^^ 

upon Characters in Biitilh Hiilpry. I, wilh , he would 
compofe a rc^ul^ar work^ making this his j>iiDC|j»aI 
point. He has, with great labour, in his Book of 
Painters, recorded majfters of bttia importajiCQ, rd«r 
tjve.to people that w^re of lefe. I hayc^|,ri^|}t;,t^ 
be fcvere, forJus vipijime? cofj me abfpve t|ibtj^iha-: 
iWs; yet, where iie drop:} the^/fZ/jir^/^ti^yju^tii^^ 
his remarks are Knl^iiyg; and worth pejruial.--7X hav^ 
fent for *' Gefeer's Rural Pbem«^?^ and iutcjwl to fee 

' '** The 
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'•'The ffltaA of AW;*' tlioogh I earpe^ \o find- 
fmall' pkxfiire in this foetud prt^e^ onlefs e)tquifitf»ly^ 
weU-t9aedL^->«TluiDk yoa fbr ibe anecdote of:Lrf:>rd} 
Cmtfteiity : k thottfaiid fuch ibrt of things, that en-^ 
gagethe ]^lic atceotfon, tre never oapable ^ifttx^r. 
cnting the deptjl of my Miteiiieiie« 

** ' * ' • r 

Mn. Mel^iotb yott ^il! prbbably fte oft«n« as hej 
intaids ta nnfke Batk his place of refidei&ee^ Thef! 
0$i^^^y^tttLX, mt is a moil isxcdlent figdit, anid f 
ihUl' wiA milth to get a good catt of it; at lftd(t« 
iHjettM atn 4iU« 4o a flbrd ii.^Wh^nI Write again/ 
I will give yott the beft teooa&t I c^ oP^flmn lii 
Dodfley** n^w Fable# $ thoug)i it will be no eafy mac-^ 
ttrtif^^fipMit^ df it WKh any pttckion. 

^ Alii> tk&s^, I thinks t hitvft^ fpoke to moil' of the ar-' 
tides ittyoilr hH letter.-^|iftr; 'Dodfley^ who (kys he 
vififced* yoUtfWOtld acquaint yoti hoW wt iivid^ ovtt 
txme whill^ -he was here, into two principal part$« 
•* l*on i dot^lci. Tautre i ne rfcn faire.** Y^t we 
pald;oar devoirs to a good deal of genteel eompany^ ; 
of which this fealbti has afibVded ne at Uafi^n equ^ 
ftare Vffhh aiiy that went^eibre. "'l mVL |)ar.ticu!ariz^ 
a fe^'^ c^ing the M, with no left' perfonages thaii 
the' Du^' and I>utt:hef5 ot itidi^oftd^Mr. Walfli^ 
M^bef fSr WorceHer-^Earl of ]^a^ with Dr. IVfbn* 
fon, Mrs. MoamsLgue (wlib w^ote t^e three Iifl;£)ia* 
Jogde^ prfaiii^ trfth t^Ord Ly trd[toxi's)V and other t:om- 

2» t pany, 
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pany, from Hagle}^— ^r Ricbtrd AffSiej-^'MT, Wtof^ 
(kiunt*— Dr. Chia-koa wkli Mr. Kiifght*«AB«rl iiiict 
Coumeft c^ MofC)Mu>ptoAM->Mr, AmyM&^-^^M^ Piy^ 
ihoufh 4tad Sir Harry Pirkef— ^r. and Mrsi Wie fffc ^ 
of Prit:<ficld~Lof4-Maiieff«I4 witk Mr. ' Biuoit 
Smythe, Lord DaitmotKb^aiKi'Mi'' Talbotl-^^Mlqttis 
ofTaviftock and Earl of Oiibry— -your nephew Mr. 
Graves^ with Mr* HoptpA mnd one ^ the •HMor 
Prodors of Oxford^-Lord and LadyDacr^ B>r o» 
Flefien^eGentlemaii o^ theB^d-ckaftiber t<vthte titg 
of Denmark, with a Mr.' WandthkTiiioit«-&ord«ii4b 
lady V^non of Sndbiiry. witk hii' cMd»eii,'':'ffir 
Charlasvand Lady Tyaae^ attd Mr. Qdrrklcfs bMiil«»»^ 
Mr. Mehnotk and Msi. Mitoiotli-^CbioBeNJ^ i d to i fa ^ 
Lady Ward and Lady Uilly Wttk Mka Wrettedey, MH» 
Pigott, Sec, — ^Lord Lytteloon, Mr. Lyttelcon, and Mf/ 
Rufl<-*Lord and Lady Di«tnk>»th with "%JorA^ and 
Lady WiUoog^by de Bm^cc— Mr. Anffoh «ef ffthttdk^ 
burgh with Mr. Stuaat tHe paitoier and pi^Iffb^* of 
*« Athenian Ruins"— Mr. Pfej^ys and Sii-WiWllteterV 
fon, Mr. "Pitt's nephew, &c.'— -Colonel 'Bamf^lde. 
with Mr. Knight's Family, &c* &c.— I did n6t ima^ 
jg^ne iny lilb would hare engrofled fo intrch tuf my 
paper, and leave k little room to Tpesk aboiit^^the 
individaals.— Lord M — app^ared-tb me rsMfftr Ti^maff 
tfnjtiit than a man rftitfle ; Bsron Srtythe, thvr^riK 
•^Mr. and Mrs. Morrict.extfdmely polite •aid Sfcgrie- 
able people, invited me prelSngly to thfcir hWt^r* 
tion; I could not help refltding on'tfaefingnfarliap- 
• 7 pine& 


mAM^. ^orrioe, to' be peiTe^A' at once of a 
laigo fortubty.^iieof the hvHik iltuatioas in Bng;ltnd» 
«Ml4»#ifc friiole talle ibr rami invj^roveitietits appears 
"pfkm^tfdiofr to* 'huf*0«irii ; %t leaily if the hauty of 
Iw /n;^ did not itttpol^ ifbti my judgement There 
art '^aiay odiefsi wHmdP I-^ #iriild diftingniAi, if mjr 
idiM < or^^paper woirid ^pepmi^*^^* fuppoib tHa^'* you 
«Bd Mr/ Dodfley woiild^%e^i^fiiy 'tttiammonr'V^ith 
regtt^ to the propriety of ^leitkig toy fubfcription on 
^tii^tJ: •! d^ci'iiot difput^ia^yiof yoar fergumcBts*^hey 
cklly enadlly' wkh aay own d^iiiiori t at leafl/aHbWing 
fidir tke'higlier 'AetL f^^Si^k of my pieces than they 
^ftrvo^^^Ke trotli is, t&a^^MaVe'' defhred the pub- 
lidatioiKt^ long tf/riMk^'^i;^! 'in^fify of the-compoii- 
tik>M witl'^ivotappfJaV to '-thil'flhi6 advantage as be- 
fore; and^tSHr I'hiVe^riot^Udff'tfe povotr that I had 
ftnne#ljri|o?mprovetli«»?f^®<Mhen f am low-f^irit. 
edivl'sftnfityfl fcuttderWthiS^dtmettdous contrail with 
>&A \^l&mtH ^^ iity1|S^ sbe'elevated; I fee the 
iieeeffify ^dnf you do, of nbt lofing a moment's time 
—were yAu here a week, you would put the matter 
upon*^4*^fbcfting thatwas'Unalterable — woiild to* God 
you ^wfrif-^ere, or any emerAfe you! however, it is 
probable you ' wHtj^tfjf he^'from me again upon this 
^nerf fntf)aG^-*-4 i»Mv ibtis/^hat, if I ^ rint at all, the 
Mifcjilplion ift ^ no meanft lo be neglefled this pre- 
fe&i;. wiNttr;"^! have ^<ltor'l>uf friend Dr. Chariehm 
manyi tlAe« thii^ &afon $ at The Ldafowes ; at Mr. 
ILoigjh('« y -at hia «wb lK)ttle (- and at my Lord ¥o\efs, 
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ihi«e meeck&«go^ Jviimc with yomagMtif^i nmt 
the €om^0My ofth^ ^o&or 9»d ttr P«fiiai»Qh«JBlilMl 
look of aU v«il|fifbrtv:#ttd> mode^tlir ^»fii^MI(F 
{igoepablc^ Myr Laidf ift tf fc< ti W >^ wa» . onWly^ 6«» 
;iQd hofpiubte ; and hi«< qpitlvtrfa^Oft UKei9f: f«d tte 
r<» rfQi n||Mr-,-T-i BHift BniUflftii £w HtMBMid ifaf jilf-iriiich 
I hzvs beep t^ght t%,OQSceiv^ of him* Hirt|i»l^ 
tbe nioft magni^cept,;^! t'^lieV^, of any KoMtman's 
for (hirty miles rouiid. . I||^ ptvk; and Woobcrjr^hitf 
adjac^;» a^or4 vievi^s th^ are leather expftif(fft^:yiriiii 
i)ea^tifuly or grand. The portico beli>re hfs lod^ 
deferires particular ootfce, fliB hoyfe large»and;fcdBi^ 
ti^odious, ?])d well f<^Ql(t^j bat ftaite any of tht 
tooms ^/^i» enouj^ t0[%ivlj]ie.teft ^f i9o4eni ctiti»> 
Cifrn. Qut what ihilcef^:||iiQrc than all the raft, is^ 
magnificence of his cl)ia(iele«->lvhiclrhd#c«ir i'caaaot 
0ay to defirribe ; for I this very m9mem$ ve^tinrtyt^ 
Itvnr^^Ahtr haj^iog. wotten fo macb i)afeire* I ca^ 
only to;(^ch qpon foiae.fpw parJ^CttUiV***! ^he(jf»» 
my fchen\e ot jpubUifajipn will proceed in a.^td^ 
tiihe^ and that }joa yill fooa b^ar froQ). JBip agaiju-^ 
']f you can'poilibly'ej(Qure.p[ie to Mr. Davefiport» and 
eep pie well with lum for a week ojr ^rmi|;ht, t 
will not f^lto write jiipi a.refpe<Elifdl^4fiu^.*^lai^ 
truly albamed of jiiny negIcA; ))ttt have ' written mofo 
letters within tni$ week ,than I have <j|bne.m.a9iar* 
tef pf a year hefore.-^That there^ U i faSpai fctmiiig 

i»gainft Lord B—» I readily beHcvCf The w^nqr 
8 I, . ^ fttU 
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irit'the jRirMK^ world; and* t^ City of Londoti 
Imb getteralfy die an to vcprefent tlie Jamkd znd 
mkii^mtacA vafntifitf the fame thing :' tiati think 
t&iM k^av«f)r mataiial ^ftrrnnr i wUSi it:wouM 
k^jittrmy 4ififiidta« deaMlftrat»#f^tl6aft. I aiQ one 
tkat'off oat^n .1- : -< . . » ^.'. j . , • _ .i . 

Gi^pn^ Wiik«« and \^i ^Mte/s icm;-p/Vi?i\ plfsiir 

y^^l^irpj^ thi6^,)inj>le$wn^ ftrawl. I beg howev^ 
4ftfjf0i^; wftij^ljl' ^Qt (^ tp W|ip to me ^ire&lj^\{y^o», 

vi^ ]rQi}| after fttcb aelia(fii,i^.o^r (^re^nd^npe; 
»4>iRgi yijli\inv;^riahlc.^eaiaiv»^^ friend, 

]^T friend pr« Grauiger has^w^ a Poem» in 
Mank yerfe, wHlci he calls ^* The Sugar-iCane.**— It 
is dtytiled itoto fonr jboo^s,' and is capable 6f beings 
nkdned a go63 . Poem* 'IVly friend Jiago has written 
aihioj^er rbeoi^'ui 1)Iank vene aTfb, which he calls 
*• Edge-hSfii" tt 1^ (iilcrmHye cihicfly of the profpeft 
-%i-but aoinits aii account' oiiib^^^/'diere, and many 
Iittie /«/if/ and epifidesi with compliments alio to the. 
gentJ7 ofWarwickflure.'^Itlieanow upon my table. 

- - Z 4 CVIII. T0 


, cm To Mr.' Jago, , " 

My dear friend, 17^ 

ATH'OITSAND tluuiioB tq yoa fbr the vny 
> oUigiog and koacuottt Pbem which yo^i ftrei fo ' 

kind to fend me. 1 really think it very iBgetuomf * 
and» upon the whole, efctreoAely corred | jilikMfgh [ 
have taken the liberty of prop'ofing one o^ tw0 hinti 
for farther improvcnjifnir Thtf>ditioh*|kllt'tt'bckh 
torn* and my place may tend to prejuffiife^ mfJii^itT ' 
menii \M*l ttAk^t cojkceiv^ thac i^e i^qi^M^au^ht 
befide mparti^ify^ to reli.ih the bi^auties tf\\it Pdein. 
I teg 1 totey; Ydc^iVfi' a fenr cAp^ m yofar >wrf Wid, 
2i toon as jpoffible \ and I will confider, in th)e Vlekn 
dme, how b fbew it to the pdUick in the moA 4i4* 
vtntageotis' tnaiyner., It certainly does ine bokhurf 
as ihiii^ ai r a^ -prefent cif c umflanee dy k na^Miiiiy^ 
do aie gMd\ which I am very fare you WOI1I4 ht' 
gfaMftfe^. I iin a little «fraiBe^'tD be fo much 
behind-hand with you, in favours of tHs mj^^9tber 
kiiids: bu| 1 live in hppes there may cornea day, 
whenlihall find occafion to eypitfi my gratiti^. 
The pictures yo\i fent ari'^Y^ ^*fe oo^ThurMay ; an4 
have been .fmce cleaned, * and pul up in thqr jdaecl. 
I cannot enter upon this ft|bje£|t now ;' (n4Mlg !t air. 
moil' fijf' o'dock :at nighty and haying jiift |«c^fved^a 
letter from Mr. pi^dfiey which he requires me l6iMir 
fweV by return of po(l. It rtU^t» to the /cbemg men- 
fioi^ed in 14$ Ifft^' yM^' u intended *for m^ emolH- 
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1^ confidcr^bl^^^jpijificatiott. *Thi«.«»^fr •w.^n^Y^^ 
tB0\y ^o jo^ Uy, fiA49 the thajy^u^ perC^EUj^ 

tQ keep ,clear, of flattery. IHaye 6id lefs m\t;8/it^, 
y<)ttr than I really o«^^/---buti .never ^ponfidercfl i^ 
9tbexwife than as a Poem whiph it was yery advifea^ 
bl/eJor, j?>i».t9.,fpisBk#t ^Qd^iw;/^.^^!.^ novy to, ^e^ 

« i» » 

•--.' . '•./ . .; i *' .-;., .^ '(Phje'Ltafowet/ 

'4. <}-«• «^ met 4iae yon liave doAe^nle the 
boaomU^ hy ^mm ilief» «poi» receiving a Jer- 
lQMi|NilElA(e> lAJari it jimft be^^i>g furedy toyoiif 
Umif Mf4«»f^ *irhMi imabrs yfu wifli to li^ar of m' 
ttl^An^fm^iAp inA fiot «» «ii^ e«pe6kft6efi8.yoa caii 
< i W < faiA ly ^aaii^citertaiiiraettt ^fom J|k pen. TMe 
jbnnglrttwr witbiMhkit yon favoured «• was fo te^f 
ImAf ai.wdfas iiigeuoasy'daa. Lieffm^d ofdniw- 





flfi Mr: sHiiirsToits^s 

ing fit>m-iny- Tqm t aini ':thyiriifeMaiy*yoo do4oartib«^ 
Bath watersr Bilvbe thit as irfriS*^ tfeTcm »f' 
fifeiidihip.clnit iwtt thiQugh y oor *iciw Adaaaaldg ' 
Af atnpM fedcnowkclgQaiMitH^kiiAtf "^Ott tM m^ 
cepc of >Str^ vitimu, I^piQiaMt*ili^ fvltt*te>w4M)^* 
is^tyBTth^fiii.' • - - 

T A«R»B'^(tM')m9't]tat clie ibfrfidfiet'of iaid^ 
dan will gtecniB/^ prove the arttt ^"^ghdyi art 
that thejr %viU oftm c oai prthgtt d ito pih i B^ pat h0i» 
«iimk^aAli$aft* > iaH)r Me oi'dM-;aimliMMBid&' 
odollliagnlra^pomait|1lhadl oBditeidmw^thaiddi 
§MM ^pi#tiad>4haft Ite AaM ptrfomattce nMoi^ttlh* 
•d. Amd ytti^gMd ftiaou mii^ aoc 4ay# a pit i aif * 
b|r .thr^ioUb^Mil labour Ik baAova. 19011 iVfMI 
mdll a^W witiar bofut Ub pino bx the paina:li» 
aaki4o rom d^Api ri Bft it * 'J&«nftbotteMi<AB»^- 
fcA iik.the taic o£ qithar that attfcaa^ Us diligenee 
d«ttaa|eaftak«i^flhm> oooifidii lair ft'Atfida^ 
001^ ^ BfmiWi do taMiu'' IbaKevsait wBlapiMr 
upoft eiwiiH^tioii^.tbac worbi fr^^«iifti«ai Miavr 
bafte^geamiU^ bMi .Afffftht the ju^ aadpleiM 
tboi^p^g^. ;' .Oil«,'aaiwit(t»i hoiMiFer» > dtef.;thit.^:thcie 
19 A&vt q£ porifMt'ftnMii fcy i natii a r inr j ht t/j ga ^ir 
ipg (whiat^ by chaxun|r> ItaaldMwhrdi^aMtbai 

iqupiov^^ bp any .iitttttt4»«MMk liThhfcjtiyAbe^ciJigt 

men of wvitF a«d iM0 bm it iMhb itaibitH^ <i)|#^^4th 

tbc^ chafe jnpitimtvitv Am imant^ TwwUU^mH^ 

w never 


t « T T B *R & %4f 

««ref ftaBeA or oW^dMige iay pevfimndnce t it mH 
iwbw be ^ptojPM) to -ftMOth^ implify» tttd gire thai 
'«ftir OB whiGk^^f^iir tlip«Mk. Qm, cms a» little cb^ 

tor;«iwM» dlM oihf rs.M iiiqct<^ .wttiK>ttt mttch ]a« 
i)oiir»iiriiich ftart forth mature at Jlrfi, aa F(dlas di4 
irom the braiii of Jupiter. Worki c£immoitr are of- 
^Mttofduiibrt:; and^1llel«al«1ll«^ritlAan«etinSls^> 
te% Hadtbra^ ^Ult I ^ihisk tiia rluMiiefir of ^^ihqA 
ivai faoatljr owvag to a iarikioat vrva4^.--rlR^ 
jnexiiiijr daar £r»ea4^ forsAi»^too6 i|ifeQfion»rMdbiaii 
{jpost Ikda thaaiBliii tirf hnnpngufmiriywt£9U>^ki!^i(lm 
jfifeliaiDffilMt^iMmisatrifeiiBOiiiiiiiaiir ahufei^moribi uami 
ftfanrtan i,40 adbieiade4ge.di^tKa«taddkaoftalf^ftaaa» 
^|h«e» cnmriaiag'XfieiHqdon oil ChuMfeaadiitaAuafS* 
ivtrq^keii^ iatd aiflk» k fesmed tmmi one^of the. 
fflf|ihi<MatpecaatiB^'^ diat^ *mifjkt be^ititie f&fm&m 
tm^tikit^^e r amii^as, tfaarefore, for tl^ feafoa^ ap>i^ 
-fiearad oti^a iMnk hf the-fi^a ctf i)ietV«iat* '«^Wet 
iulKifaiinoe ereft freib tempkty or tvtm^tM a aeir . 
:pi!it6eik4eot every fpring, oe obliged to make>ih« 
-aittftsweem of^araeaff aHdtaiaraUe'coipf of vo^fesv 
khaatBoft^us a<n»^i&r iaiead.of aMHTj^j^ and tvea at.a 
^piaabviekcptecewirmdaH iiecaewtdi duitar poetiys 
Inw eUacDiddilHheep>.a^' place iiucottiiteitaneey ib 
\ncar'die^fopip>as^|nIes of Hagief f iftnd-yet theit> 
lire few fasfnmMt' vifitasts^ that^do net fliew an^M^- 
feSkn for the Httlc iloaoreti as much as th^ admire 
iid flatel)^ SachairUIhi*^'^ pkrumqile grats iTtwHlms 


" v/V»/.'* 


1^ MR. >fI«EIfSTOfJ»'S 

^ wkes.''- IM$9^ pa«i fmiimA. wfaF ^Mk pttt 

a#.a^4MM'«ilMe:9bJ0^ in ihi i ggfcr 4 ffw> > il »k>qat ten 
Jiaii$%g fxfQri9fics^ the iin90<fiiAiqfi.of hti^pbbfr m 
lu(gfc» lift;. 'ikat'ichry are IgA'^imcaveitmartjcaa^ 
^bat beneaib .« xtoof o£ ihnvr'; wJia0r,:'pBHn{it^ it 
imy ceaUy bitasd^Mttve as* iirtbe qpncmc&ts oHi 
Kiflig or^ Mt>»ift»r^-*"A dwiftnd'thattkg id ym «i< 
Mr^ Dav^porfrlbr tke aoooiitnttlatioM yon fitlml- 
}yi*oi{tr*aMe«^ fop0zieiice' wiitnO neie fa ifa " ^ue to 
qpciion the^cMimiifjf cbaa - thripiSiceaeft «f J0ttrir»- 
c^MBk •!lAtet<M.aiiroiQg'^piftittMMrfeyt»'gtv8|i 
i>£ fiatk I ploifitli^ canM tDthr ntaoftUi^ili. Md 
Pfiiatira gpadj^'i whan- ilbe- n ckydtvwkii pleirfmiri 
AtuI r^tf-fetOMriCaBMs «\jcnfdi,' ^ydtt fanb AiS^ 
tovdifd «(>•» Aoh meiy A]tielMwffic& wony pmve 
fA «!• tih0 tmAJtmfinlfy plcsduy. Per joa <aiif 
ttsiptfttiaii be firangtry tiu^to Afrduit ^« itfidie 

%ftm^ of «h«ft g^ttiiis ftBdifie«ifliip.€ iuire luKkpiodft 
thcfe tmm^ jcBXB paft? «nd have yoii' nee 'Mr. 

^/ffor die.ff£(lie«Hie«flitcrtttMe^ WJtoat ftjoy woitii 

ixnfSMi ACi to ga joa a fdrteif* ivitk. <f oo to F«Ciid^ 

whidwr Mc& apd JMm. MMvioe^^d me tlie aaoi 

^ fMling »»»»<». l^-n^ («^ «n flaiM«f 

-«4kk-9!rl bof€ ot^ i^j to partake. . ' ^ - 
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haa Jiukerto bmaaKliilftbk^: The-ij^s^MM* Df iail 
^ring continiicd to depxeis me half the fammerr 
Would you thinSf the verfes' FincRfid' werT wnfftfnf 
on that occafion b]^a.^ugf i^frovyfaan ihoe-xnaker ^ 
and one chftt^ lives at the village of RowIey» near 
if^J |B^^ fionfidcred my dtfordecnift) fpiMwkar toor 
«Ff f Ji|^^ a» J 4i^fM||r jt)|t«k iny>life Hwdapgcrorf 
by it; but* al]o^i^,£3tr,|htjib apdthe ;||ar4iff%\hr 
ihcws fftfy yoa will thinkthe liaes pretty extcaordinaiy 
for .Qn^ of hU .o§ciitMi$M»> . Tluiy , a^P, fMM:^ however, 
tj»F^. w* F4»PVli^ ^WeT.fpwnenfi pf hisge< 
i|iuf f. 31)4 yc(» .b€;f9re|l^,^aiDe to .jniie» lus prtucifai 
l^^o^^Iedg^ was dr^wni^m ..fttyy&y#, ; For cheie 
two.pf thi^ Xf ar?^*#». i k*w 1«»* iwa^CiafiM, awt 
Q|^^ jbfpk^ in EiPigU^. j VoOf fo^y.to^ Um^ J am 3 
g^^^a&cepaaf «l^Ql|gJ^j|PU.^od my /rieiHi e)cpe^ 
m^^jo.beeoji|ie ^^^xfi^'^x^J Aibfcr^pti^ii. On thi* 
headiv^il), ^ky^mj^^^ Jmtfiut^^^^r^ that I aa. 
infinitely obliged by your extreme friendly o^ktu 
My friend G— y iwbo knows my fentiments, hate fome-*^ 

*¥^8fe?^ator |h|Hoiipn$.epi(Ue,'iq bqgi% t^^t^ublt 

yf(u wi£l|^wifttftfli,4^)ai|fticmipfld»^^j fi^ve me«^ 

dear Sir, with jpiy moil refpe^ful compliments to Mr% 

Davenport,, .,♦,..:.,- ^^ * • • r . , 

Vour ever obliged 

' * ^ , and moll obedient fervant, 

W. SHfiNSTONB. 

I WlLIr 


# » 
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wbea I €t» gn lua to ttaaimh9'dMift» 
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ex. To Mk Jiia*» 

The Letfowety 
Dear Mr. Jigo^ Jm* 4^ 976%. 

y^ Itft letin* mM lia¥e bear eoiiftled,ted th^ 
itvl fear, uhcertaiB. - -^ 


• i' 


- Tift bne antlMrAit in eeedf the^aora^nUdr 
f^ Itet tti«» rtlihde» «re wdl? tlie other pim of 
it nM^relil ; ihe greyltoattd mMI of aft. The 
portrait h by flo hmSmm eqM to its compaiiioily ti- 
titer inbeaatyof ^ pet4>A, or Ikill of die paintei* r 
yet h matches' lb wett with tlw other, that I iiid~ 
lay pariottr very much enbellifred - by it. FaidM^ 
die freedom with whidilctittdfeyOurprefait; and 
accept once m^fe my irery thankftti acknowledge- 
flueiitr. 

^' I AM tritiy glad to find lb woifty a MoUeman,' 
attd fiy ^^ai'm a mend* of yoarsi to my Iiord'WiBotf^h" 
by is, made a Lord of die Bed-diaiiriier. • ** 


BATB heard nothing fince I wro^ lafr in regard^ 
tf^my affidr; though I expeft to do A> every day. 
I havefu'ch a tribe ofhiunours and peciiliariticf^ that 
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ie is eafier to mskt me rich than to make me hap- 
py # -wki Its M iDilr that die kn^okf \fWk- not te^coa- 
Amd ivkhoat 4l%illtttg« fetnedf ihe^ Md'temmin, 
Uc HowTYer, one muA make' the befl of it ; and 
i^fleay that mortificatioas in <ne place may pteclude 
morttfcatiomin aMiliier;*^ T ' ' 

jl. 90 tOp«sorrow« by appointm^aty to' finvHIe ; 
where \ miff probably ftay ^tfllt Safeiudiiy. I- have ivi fljF^ 
ed moil heartily fer « copy ^ of yoarrBable to tak# 
with me s but Dodfley has not yet retorned that I 
ient him* Pray confider my pvopofed aliiii»tio9|( ra^ 
th^r a^ hinu thaa, jreal junpcoveniepits^ and I91 m«i 
hf ve a copy as fooa you can. I wrote my crii^ciA^^ 
oT^r twice^ and know not whether I f^t the bpft ^iT; 
th^v^Qcft «wy i k I fend the odmr,; thp^h p^fh^ 
mu^ ^e fame* . Iforgotto.pamcularijBe many ftiA- 
lag ^justs in.yoor j^tjs JFaUk>. that ace either elega9l> 
or humottfous;; 9f ihe former forf„ aoching^ could- 
be happier than., w^ y^^V^y aho»t^H~; ^ it^ 
touches, in the gnuUft manner, on a poffible tni|h«. 
which, if exprefled rather than implied, might not 
be 4^(]»gf^r . iiyftnf iye. This bfan^ ia.prodoofed 
by (db^ji;il»g.S^— i«iP«^ <tf I^» the pljyaiJB iea 4 
•f the propriej^rt,,^. .»....-,-. >- .. .. -:„-' ., :v. 

I H AVB lately read ** The Death of AbcV.' ^tJ^ 
hot void drm^rit; but might have been made much 
more patheticby a more fioiplc and proiaic fiyle. 

I»Baui 


/ 


\ 


.V, 


•*«s, 


^s MR« SllElisfoUi*3 

I 9t8i«« 1117 beft rufyeBb to Mm/ f Agd vutftm 
family.Ao^Mvf' not I fee you here titis • ChHilmas 1^ 
at I wifh to do/beomfe iris the feafbnpreKffrty aifcl' 
not that I am not 'at di tiines and at "ail fetSoihs Hioft 
unfeignedly glad to W2ut upon 3roii," and fliioftf)tfi>r' 
fe6tionateIy yoiir ever fidthfol ferrant: 

'< Tecum etfnin^ Jaogp9 memiAi ci^pqMr^ i^<9yw.» v 
«f EucQum piimaa.epulU dccerpnje^lftacs. / . ^ ^^ 
V Unum opus,, tk requiem pvicecdirppgiiRUs. 9SHtf 


•• .. , 


^« ." > 


Your kind remembrance of me la .yoiir Edge-hill, 
has brciugHt thefe quotations into lay head. ' Adieu I 

'^11 i'»iM.i 111,. jjiTi -liiir 't.iiwiir ' "' I I*"- tV I I'lii { •- r '"r '1 j .i^ -" 


CXI. To -Che fttHe. 


..■* 


» « 


I AM fuipidous that my lettcfs (of \^hic1l I have- 
fcitt two) do'-rtot Teadi you by riie'-iii'ay of Wilr- 
vrick. This ia meant as an expertmetit whetted*. 
tbe]i will arrive by way of Sautham.. It is tatttl^ 
wfthall to remind you of perfeAing ydor little'TattD^* 
and difpatching it to ine S4 ibon. as may be. I 
would fain trilnfmit'*a copy lx> Lord S^^^s, hefdrt , 


xhe family fSfAtsLtti, or leaves fEnviUe ; bjr <whon[i» 
J am Ahv, it would be afdmbed. 

I AM jaft vetoraed from a vilit ^hidi I made there^ 

of four or five days pafTed very happily. At coaH 

ing away« I ihewed my Lord two or three of Mr. 

D-*-'s laft letters^ which laid, open to him the icheme. 

that was .canying on for me. I requefted alio, if 

*diere Ihould be occaiion (which there poiGbly might 

n9i) that he would allow me the honour Of being 

known to him. He faid, '^^ %e <Was glad t6 find what 

^ was going forward-; and hud long wtflied to fee 

<** fomething of that fort begun before: that he 

^ (hoald be in town, I thicfky in February ; and 

-** would do me any fervice in his power. He de- 

'^^ fired me alfo to acquaint Mr. D— ,(in allufion 

** to the latter's uncertainty about my Lord's politi- 

«* cal connexions) that he thov^t it the duty of 

** every honeft man to fupport the prefent Govern- 

<^ ment; and that he&ould continiie his regard for 

** the Minifter, fo long as he faw nothing in his mea^ 

■** fures that was prejudicial to his Country.** 

» 

I KNOW that yon will take a friendly part In any 

•gioi that may befall me. Pray write, be it ever fo 

carelefily ; and believe me ever yours and Mrs, Jago^ 

TooQi aifeflionateand faithful 

W. S. 

r .«< i^e writsr fur^ived the date of this letter b}it a f\)Qict 

<^ time, his death happening on the eleventh of the follow- 

Vo h. III. A a •« i^g 
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" ing nooth, U the ianprafTitde gtiH of KiF* imm* tntb 
>< male friend], and (bf gfiietfiilt.gDniwiBpf thofc, afadi 
'' too late acquaiiiird with his merit, were indulging tbtm- 
■' fclyeiiu the I'l^fi^ thought of bamg paoiruIcA bf bit 
'* future cafe, and tran<jui^ qnjoynient of life." . 


***** 

**** 
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Loiter 

I. J O Mr, Jitgo^ *xviih it Ssf/g, and tke Autho/s 

. -/ \Sjuitiffuntf m Mufical Cem^ofoion, 1739, p. 1 

tl. To the famey in the Manner »f PafHela, 1739. 4. 

Z 1 1 , f^ 4. friiffd^ to0 cfremottioufy det lining fo furibafi 

4 Horfi for him^ \ 739, 5 

.IT« ^\thtfim3t$ froM Totun. 1740* 10 

^-v. Ttf d Friend J from London, defcribing bis Tender 

x\i^ Mamer tf Liming, there* ij/^i i^i 

yu To tbefamej at Bath, ttn publijbing hU Pom of 

". f*f S^^im^f <f.WrtuUs. 1740* r6 

iril. To Mr. Jago^ on the Diath of bit father. 

S^/7o the fame. 1740*^*4 ,, 24. 

X. ir^;*{ft Janie. i^. ! ; . ^^ 

dli. To tbi fame. .1740'. . 27 

x^i.-jTft JIfr. J^jir, /r«w Lmd^jt/^A Obfetvmums m^ 

the Stage^ (sfc 1741. • - ^q 

%\%l. To the fame. 174I. ip 

auv. 7i Mr. — , 0ff i&f/ /4tl/4;f Qrdert in the CburtbL^ 

XV. PrACr. Grtfw/, en fimhr tafie and Mamer$. 

1741. 3f 
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